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ADVERTISEMENT. 

As it is probable that this work will reach a second edition, communieationi 
respecting it may be mailed for me to the post-office, New York, or delivered H 
my dwelling house. South Seventh street, comer of Fourth, Williamsburgh, Long 
Island, N. Y. 

W. L. MACKENZIE. 
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Adams, John Qnincy/— 38, 99, 40, 100 
Albany^— Butler's o]iliiion of 32 
'Albany Argus^^^Notice of— Van Bonn Its ittua 
tay— Cantine its owner 88, 89--HA Jackson 
90— copies Bennett's artides96— on both sides 

Albany Regency, or Van Buren's organized po- 
litical cabals— 8-with Swartwout 8&— Leg- 
gett on 89— Bennett on 9&— >known as the 
< bank junto' 104. 

Allen Stephen.— 4!^pffopose8 a $600,000 Tam- 
many Uall Bank 71 — ^his opinion on banks 78 
— ^n repeal com. 114r— Km suspension 148 

Alley Saul.— made a U. S. Bank Director, 100. 

American Land Co.— to buy the best of jrablio 
lands low. with public money, and seu them 
again high to the people 122, 123. 

Anti-masonry ^-10, «2, 113. 

Anti-Renters, The^— outdone by Butler 18, 104 
—Van Buren and the, in 1812, 123, 124 

Appointments to office^— 8— ^bucktails 26, 33— 
medical turn on politics 46— Coddington's art 
of^ttmg 46. 47, 48— Hamilton en 48— Ing- 
ham on 48, 66— L. Hoyt on 49— Butler and 
Swartwout on 6(^— J. Hoyt on 6Ij 64— Mr. 
Van Buren on 44 to 46, 63— turnings and 
twistings 66— Ingham on 67. 

Appraisers^-who and how made ISO 

Atwoody Henry C^— notice of 91 


Bank of America^— 27, 28.- 

Bank of Auburn^ — 31 

Bank of Brooklyn. — ^frauds on 137. 

Bank of Stete of N. T^withhold's Hoyt's my 

caant 11— Jackson's tme character of 106— 

depositee back to 109. 
Bank of the United State»— 106— J Van Bnrea 

lost a fortune by 61— Butler and Van Buren 

Stition for a branch 98— but are against 99— 
mbreleng on 100 lOI 104 106— C W Law- 
rence on 102 108 to IIO— Silas Wright on 103 
lOl^Tibbett's plan 104— Duane on 107— poli- 
cy of 161 

Bank craft— Butler's art or mystery of— paying 
much with little, 16 to 24— ib I04^Phelps & 
Co on 114 115— bank of Metropolis 123 

Banking — See this index generally—- 106 

Barker, Genl Geo P— Attorney General of N T 
and attorney of Ci^ Bank, Buffalo, 68 
Barker, G Rr-cashier, &c, 29 30 

Barker, Jacob— was buying the old Buffalo 
Bank, 15 16— on W and W 21— his deceptions, 
2223 24 28 29— convicted of fhiud28 29-^is 
poor 30— a quacker, duellist, and petitioner 
for a U S Bank charter 31— compkuns of Ri- 
ker 4&— Butler on 144 

Beardsley, S of Oneida— 61 109 

Beers, Joseph D— 29— borrows at New Hope 69 
—on stocks 12<^his bank (see N A Trust 
Co) 145 to 147 

Bennett, James Gordon— 9— letters to Hoyt 91 
o 95— strong for Van Buren— his < big gun' — 
on Cour ft Enq 92— on Mumford and a $2500 
loan 93— intreats help ftom Van Buren 94— V 
B's reply and comments 95— turns round 
against mends 96— his anguish ib— on Hoyt 
9T— Ifaiey on 113— ej^otss Bartow 126. 


Benton, Thus Hart— on .Custom House 127 

BetU, Samuel Br— notice of 141— Hoyt and 143 
—enormous fees in court 143—144 

BeU, betting— Mr V Bi«en on 42— 62— J V Bu- 
ren 61 to 63— C W Lawrence's 64— Isaae 

Hill 66— Hoyt 66— Silas Wright asainst 67 

Birchard, Matthew— smites with Hoyt to affect 
unduly law costs and juries 145 146 

Bbhop ttod Kemble— stockjobbers, senator* 
and conspirators 124— trial, frc 126 136 

Blair, F P — See ' the Globe' — notice of, and hia 
paper 87 88— Hoyt. Noah, fcc set him up, Ib 

Bleecker, Joseph T— (custom house officer) 
131 '2 

Bowne, Walter— Mendly to John Thompson 61 
— 62 63 68— opposed to Col Tounr 73— office 
to a friend 86— custom house com'r 427, 128— 
notice of 137 to 739 

Broker»— compared by Butler to leeches 34— J 
V Buren wishes to avoid 60 

Broome Co N T — a * crazy county* 4St 

Btoome Co Bank — ^notice of 99 

Brown G W— 38 39 75 

Brownson, Orestes A— describes Van Buren 50 

BucktaUs— 26 27 33 

Bunner, Rudolph^-48 63 55 

^Buffalo Bank (old)— 15 16— Van Buren geto its 
charter fcc 133 

Burr, Aaron — ^his treason 83. 

Butler, Benjamin F— his birth and ancestry— 
partnersmp with Mr V Buren— banking spec- 
ulations 13---profession of religion 14— charac- 
ter of Hoyt 16— presidency of the W W Bank 
16 to 36— morals ib— gulls the Dutch 1&— 
threats 30— character of Ginton 14 31 34 89— 
conduct reviewed 31 to 34 — ambition 37 — a 
bucktail 37 — on Van Ness 37 38— connection 
with Barker 38 39L-artf nl advice to Noah 38 
S^for a caucus ib 118— wants to be Attorney 
General 45— on officials not true to Van Buren 
49 — on Hoyt and Duer 50— on Young and 
Cmwford 73— on Clinton's message on purity 
of elections 77— prays for a branch of U 8 
Bank98— writes Bowne's anti-democratic re- 
port 118— on Jackson 11&— bonowing 121 123 
—fees 138— extortion as district att'y 140— 
enormous iDcome 141 to 145 — hypocrisy and 
deceit 146 146— counsel to Beers & Co 148— 
on chancery 149 

Butler, Cha's— in Manhattan Bl American Land 
Co 121 to 123 

Butler, Mrs B F— her curious epistles 139 140 

Calhoun, John^-9 41 108 131 

Cambreleng, C 0—69 visits Cmwford— on prlk 
vate letters 9— for Coddington 46— wanted to 
consul at Liverpool 48— on the choice of the 
President for P M N T 57— sells Hoyt stock 
19— Spieer refers to 75— sends politicians to 
the Customs 86— for and against V 8 Bank 
100 to 107— notice of 105 106 

Cantine, Moses I— on W & W Bsnk 31— state 
printer 89— on Buffalo Bank 132— and anti- 
lOent 134 . 

Qaucus— *By Congressmen to dictate a president, 
38 to 40— Butler's report in &vor of 117 118— 
nondnations hi, anti-repnUican 139 

Chancery Law— ^ 39u.« poor chancellor 138— 
ktwheiaM 
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CteY. Honry— 38 89 40 fifi 108 lis 

CSUnUm, De Vitt-BuUer on 14 21 24 89-etodty 

of the Van Buren party to 25— Van Burcn on 

■ S6 46— hia friends Tote against Butler 45— ex- 

" poses the 'organized corps' 77— for a law 

Coe, W S— a bad naval Tifficer 130 131 133 
CbddinKton, J L— 8 7^— advises V B 45— Cam- 

breleng for 46— lettefs to Hoyt, wants to be 

jBurreyor, is ready to upset Jackson ! schemes 

to get a place 46 to 48— CambreleagcomforU 

•him 57— <%ennett 92 
Code of Laws (American)— 7 107 
Common Law (English)— 7 107 
Ccmstitution, The— 105 proposal to amena 7— « 

litisious 8 and 12 
Convoition, N T State 1846-7 12 105 128 
Coming, £rastu»— 68 104 . 
Corporations— unpopular in Georgia 120 
Crawford, W H— discloses old cabinet secrets 9 
•v.— the caucus candidate for president 38 39— 

insults adopted citizens 109 
CrosweU,Edwin-9 10 86— gets Ibe Argus 89 
Currency— -(See banks. banlE of the U S, Butler, 

stockjobbmg, &c) 105 151 
Catting, FianciB B— 63 68— on banks 116 

"-."If.-- D. 

Ball ■, Geo M— and the liank 107 
Decatur, Col John (of the lobby) 77 
Delafield, John^in Del New Hope Baidc 69 
Peposites, the— 68^97 to 106— Jackson on 106 

Lawrence on 109— where fliey go 121 122— 

Bowne & Co beg for 128 
Dickenson, Daniel S— he and his bank 99 ' 

District Attorney, So Dist N Y— a much sought 

prize 48 to 57 ^ «, 

Duane, W J— refused the Russian embassy 81 

107— on U S Bank ib 
Dndlay, Charles E— sent to Senate 45— letter to 

I : oyt 49— opposed to Young 73 
Duer, John— efforts to oust 48 to 57— Butler on 

50— Hoyt bitter 52 to 56 
Daex, W A 49 

Eckford, Henry— remarkable verdict, Butler at- 
torney 136 , ^ ^. 

Edmonds, John W— 27— Bishop and Kemble, 
and 125 »6— how qualified for a Judge 140, no- 

ticeofib - -. . , ^ n. 

Elections, interferences in, by officials— Jefler- 
son on 74— ^party practice 74 to 90 — Skinner 

' 1103 

filectOTs of President and Vice President— 25 38 

, 103117 

Espionage at Custom House— 78 to 81 
£verett,£dward:— on U S Bank and depo8!tesl09 
Eiehanfre Bank, Barker's— 22 23 ». 

F. 

]ra\mcnfs>'an2rMechanics' Bank, Albany— 17 18 
•' 20 5968 

litch, Francis B — got an inspectorship 86 
Elaggt Azariah C — ^votes Clinton out of the Ca* 
' naf Board 25— opposes Young 73— on politics 
N 113 — on banks llo — Arkansas stock 147 
meming, J A— Auditor C H— evidence oi 130 
3336 

Gallatin Albert— 100 115. 
Glentworth case— 11 88 110 140 


GoM Mine— Jesse Hoyt's 120 

Gouvemeur, Sam'l L— 62 

Graham, John L — recommends Le Foy 

N A Trust Co 147 
Greeley, Horace— prophecy on Hoyt 133 
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Hackley, Aaron— in lobby 122 

Halleck, Fitz Greene 30 ■ ^ „ ^^ 

Hamilton, J A— accuses Judge Van Nesa 2>— 
for < spoils' 4S 

Hill, Gov Isaac— on bets 66 

Hoyt, Jesse — ^prosecutes Wood— leaves letters 
9— hte early life 13— admitted as a lawyer 15 

^fit for a cashier 15 16— poor 32 — subservient 

34 36— appointed Collector of N Y by V B, 
who enoorses his paper 35— elected to N Y 
Legislature 41 — tries to oust Duer and become 
U S Att'y 48 to 67 — sharp argument with V 
Buren 51 to 56— hires V B a valet 51 — ^is dis- 
interested— was educated by V B 54 — Inffham 
about < embezzling' 56— his bets 66 — on 
'Change 67— to lobby ib— his b^nk stock 68— 
agent to J V Buren 61 to 64. partner 68 — stock 
operations 69— aids the Globe 88— Bennett's 
letters to 91 to 95—' deadly hostility to a for- 
eigner' 91— Cambreleng to 100 to 107— Marcy 
instructs US— on repeal com 114 '15 — ^his gold 
mine 120 — embezzlements 129 to 134 — career 
as collector ib— his trial 137— seeldng office 
32 33 41 86 — getting it 115— escapes a crimi- 
nal trial 142— interferes with Junes 145 '6— 
harrasses the merchants 143 'H, '45 .'46^'5l— 
his sub-treasury at Beers' 149 
Hoyt, Lorenzo— on W and W Bank 21— letters 
ae 33 41 108 117 138— vile doctrines 32 33— 
agent to Silas Wright 107— B'p and Kemble 
aSair 125— principles 25 32'33 138 
Hyatt, Thomas— sent to Penitentiary 75 

I. 

iMDOTters, N T— how treated 150 to 152 
^Aam, S D— on office-seeking fever 48 56— on 

Clay 113 .. 
Irish, the 119 

Irving, John T — excellent sentiments of 71 
Ives. George B^— hires cashiers 132— his frauds 

wmkedatI34 

J, 

Jackson, Andrew— V Buren has his confidence 
54-Iofi*ers Duane the Russian embassy 81 — 
borrows of Blair 88— abused by Argus 90— 
describes pet bfiinks 106. n 

Jackson, Daniel— 100— aids Blair 88— C House 
com'r 127 

Jefferson, Thomas — on officials intermeddling 
in elections 74— ^practice by modem demos 74 
to 72 

Johnson, Jeromus — ^notice of 80 81 148. 

Judiciary of N Y— Not pure 8 11 28 30 66— case 
of W w Van Ness 27— case of W L Marcy 45 
—Barker, Att'y Gen'l 69— J V Buren do ^ to 
64— m lobby 122 — ^Bishop and Kemble 124— a 
chapter on 137— another 140— Betts' court 143 
■ oases of legal cruelty 143, &c 

Juries— defeated by judiciary in efiorts to pon- 
* ish great rogues 28— Hoyt regulates 145 146 


Kemble, J C— See Bishop and Kemble 134 
Eendall, Amos— 107— Bennett on 95 


uientworth case— ll oo iiw i«u jLeuoau, Amo»— im i—avuu 

Globe. The— V Buren, be <m 87— press bought Kibbe, isaac^notice of 122 
I by Noah| Hoyt, fcc 88, profits, ib Sing, Charles— accuses W 
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La Chaiaei Foache & Co— cniel treatment of 

143 
Law — forms mysteiioiu 8— (See Common and 
Chancery)— in N York 137 to 140— feet (eee 
Butler) 
Lawrence, Cornelius W — ' wfll run like the chol* 
era' 60 — ^his bet and anxiety for pure elections 
64 110 — ^his candidates 74— reeommendati<»is 
by 82^-helps the Globe 88— for and against 
the bank 102 108— Jackson on 106— notice of 
108— in Congress 109 — a stockjobber 110— 
Leggett on 110— on tariff 150 
Lawrence^ Watson £ — at Syracuse 82 — ^his ce- 
ment and politics 127 
Leake. Isaac Q — cashier at New Hope 69— edi* 

tor Argus 89 
Leavitt, David— 29— Receiver N A Trust Co 147 
Le Foy, Ab'm — gets office and nominates Mar* 

cy ®—llO 
Leggett, William — on Croswell 89 — ^Van Buren 
subscribes 90 — describes Bowne, &c IIO— on 
Marcy 116 
Lewis, Morgan — defrauded of $15,000 by Lom- 
bard Co 75 
Life & Fire Co 28 29 
Livingston, Charles L — ^votes for Butler 45— on 

banking 117— likes to sit with Bishop 126 
Livingston, Edward— 32 33 34 41 62 67 138. 
Lobbying^33 67 122 
Loco Focos — 73 
Lott, John A — a judge, &c 138. 
Lovett, the bank teller — 125, '9 

BI. 

McDuffie, George— 109, 121 

MacGee, Inspector Jolm — ^77, 78 

McNeven, Dr W J-wiot app. to a medical ofiica 
bee. Clintonian Jackson 46 

Manhattan Bank — ^its deposites 121 

Marcy, Wm L — 36— M Van Buren saves him 
from ruin 45 — J Y Buren profits by his loan mes- 
sage 60— bets on him 61 to63— on stock-jobbing 
67 — borrowing 69 — nominated 82— pmys for a 
U S bank branch 98— letter on breeches and bia- 
veryl 10. 1 1 1— on politicsll 1 to 1 14— a Mexican 
com'r — ^bad conduct 115 — Hoyt's hints to 116 

Mason, Geni John Y— a Texas land-jobber 8^— 
on banks 109 

Maxwell, Hugh— 28, 29, 65 

Merchants of New York— Hoyt ag'st 140, 146 
146— difficulties in their business m N Y 160 to 
152 

Merchants' bank^28, 59 

Meserole, Abraham— hoi^ he got a place 81 

Meserole, B J — ^alderman and appraiser 81 

Miller, Sylvannn«— Libel case with Noah 36, 37 

Morris Canal & bank'g Co— 69— Hoyt and the491 

Morirs, R H (P M)— his code of < unknown laws 
11 — ^new-bom zeal for pure elections 64 

Mnmford, John I — Bennett jealous of 93, 96 

Murray, Col J B— notice of 147, 148 

W 
Native Americanism — Greeley on 119 
Naval Office — Its duties shamefully neglected by 
ThroopandCoe, I30.I3I , 

Nelson, Ch'f Jus — ^howhe got an office, 108 
Seville, Major Morgan— a Burr man, Si 
NevinR^ R H— on Stock Co's, 147 
New Hope Delaware Bridge Co— account of 00 
Newspapers— uses made of 9, 19, 23— power of 

New York Custom House— given to Hoyt ^^ 
electioneering in, appointments at— a vast 
political engine (chaps 16 and 19) 76 and 7»— 


eaptonago in 78 to Sl^Boums and JLbv- 
rence's job, 127, '8— embezzlements in 189 to 
136— its patronage 137— who gets oflkes in 81 
83 to 87— measurers' pickings and stealings 89 
—clerks and officers 161 
New York Post Office— boxes 134 salaries ib 
N Y Evening Post— 90 131 133 
N Y Herald— 9— Bennett, owns the 91— altacki 

y B and his regency 96 
N Y Morning News— on Custom Ho 82 86 
N Y StaMprd 9a-N Y Times. Hoyt and the 99 
Noah, M M— 9— libel case with Miller— accused 
of political knavery— his partner 36 3T— in- 
troduces Phillips to Swart. 38— Butler and V 
Buren's instructions to 38 39— his grievances 
39 40— State printing ib— Van Buren on 42 
on y Buren 43 44— helps to buy Blair a press 
88— loses state printing through Hoyt 89— 
puffs Swartwout 136— Ulshoeffer on 139 
North Am'n Trust Co FBeersl— bankrupt— 
Hojt i)rops it— notice of 147 to 149 . . . , f . . » 
Nominations by the people— Butler ag'st 38 IIS 
—bad system in use 73 139 

_, , , * o. 

Oakley, J^'s original friend 86— Benast to 91 

-*>recommends Wasson 135 
O'Connel, Daniel, 's trial— 7. . 
Offices and appomtments— see appointments fca 
*^^>jH«tt^-CwWef to Hoyt and Swartwovt 

tgsbury, F — ^in customs 74 

Olcott, T W— n 18 19 30 104 126 Ml 

Papers (Private)— 9 10 11 12 95 
Phelps, Thaddeus— notice of II4,repeal letter lb 
114 '16 . • 

Amips Joshu»-a }600,000 embezzlement •» 

Noah his endorser 38 — ^notice of 129. 
Hiilips, Naphtali— Noah's partner 37, 38, 99, 49 
Pitcher, Col Nath'l— 72-an honftt man over, 
ttown and regency saved 46— in opposit|oii 

^*& •^*" K— how he treats Jackson's memorv 
}?r~S,?°'*«^®*" lOa-selects Lawrence lA 
110— Wise 137— appoints B F Butler 141 

Postage rates— 108 

Price, William M-^elps politicians to placas fll 
his awwintment 140 r~- 

Purdy, Elijah F— gets office 76— conduct on thm 
law bench, ib— represents gcnl govt at St* 
racuse 82— proclamation 82 

Quackenboss, M M— 86 

Religion— Mr Butler on 14, 26, 29, 144 
Revenue— returns at N Y 129, fraudulent 119 ta 
136-collection 137 «ww w 


Rogers, Judge Halsey— dO— in lobby 129 
Root, Gen'l Erastus— 27, 72, 101— on i 


land CO. 


Rndd, Theion-^ead mistake of 142 

S. 
Safety fund— 68, 106 
Selden, Dudley— in Congress &c 109, 113 
Sevier, Senator of Ark.— Smithson legacy and 
132 

Skinner, Roger, judge &c— 26, 39— meddles te 

poliUcslol 
Slavery— 105, 108, llO^Cambreleng ok 109— its 

eff^ts 121 . 
Smith, Morgan L— lOS 119 
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fltttfo, T L— the CaiAQtm man 46 57 
Smitbfloii bequest— 132 " 

finmggliBg in N T State— 158 

Bottmwick . Sotoman— hSa vote forjnrrenK»-*« 

Spencer, ch'f justice— Butlei on 139 

Spencer, John C— anti-slaYery 108 

Spencer, Mark— 28 29 69 76 « ^« v- 

Spicet, General Peter— «ccept8 office 75, hli iu»> 

toryib 



Stock-Jobbing— see « Bntler^ < J Barker' • Wet- 
more» * J Van Buren* * J Hoyt» * Beers* Ed- 
monds' < Bishop' ' Kemble' * Swartwout' 
« Lawrence'— Marcy on 67— a reealar sneci- 
men of 75 and 104— defined 126— ^olesale m 
If A Trust Co 147 to 149 

Stone, Col W L—L Hoyton41 ^ .„ 

Strong, Geo D— recommends Le Foy 8»— m a 
A Trust Co 147 148 i 

Sutherland, Joel B— in opposition 101 

Swanton, judge— V Buren on 119 

Swartwout, Samuelr-Coddington's feelmgs cmi- 
cemin^ 48— letter to ib— writes Hoyt to < Pudi 
like a devil'— a regular spoils man 50— htt 
connection with Burr 83— settles Texas with 
U 8 funds 84— notice of ib. and 129— his de- 
Iku!t8l36 136 ^ \«e«„,«- 

ISNreet, Egbert G. Custom»-«ioticc« of 76 77 127 

Swift Gen'lJosG— 77.. 

Tahnage Thos G— nresident of Beets's bank or 

trust oomp 149 . , ^ - »« * 

Tammany Hall— Steph AUen's barft of 7(V-Ir- 

▼ing's oration at 71— character of 75— Bowne 

at 128 139 
Taney, Chief Justice— on U S Bank 100. 
Teiai—lOS 110 121— Swartwout and Masim^ 

speculations in 84 
ThSmpeon, Jonathan— efforts to disnJsee «■ 

ColPr at N Y 48 61 56 132 
«M>ine,JohnW bank-teller— 57 
Throop, Enos T— 10 31 36 44-a bad naval offi- 

cer 130 131— notice of ib 
Tibbeta, EUsha— his plan of a U S Bank— 101 

104 custom house com'r 127 

Tradesmans' Bank— 30 

^•naaoo— Conspiracy— 9 12 . . «- 

Tyler, President-hw Custom Houte inquiry 97 

186 

Ulshoeffer, Henry-his letter to Hoyt, erooinage 
and desire to feed his family at the pubhc cnb 

Ulshoeffer, Michael— his letters 139. 
United States Lombard Co— 75 . . . . ; 
United States Bank— see bank of U S 

V. ^ 

Van Bnren, John— 8— «ppohited Attorney Gene- 
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CHAPTER I. 

Introduction, Vu Convention of \%A!^. A Remion of w Common Law, The Judi* 
dory. The Elective System. Trecuon, In uhat eases should private papers be Dt(6- 
lished 7 A powerful faction handed against the Republic, Hopes resting on the Con- 
vefUion, 

This yolmne is respectfully inscribed to the Electors of the CoQYention, next to as- 
semble for the Revision of the Constitution of the State of New York — and it appears 
probable that they will decide next Norember that that Convention shall be held 
m 1846. 

The Declaration of Independence was issued, and the Common School Law of this 
State put in operation, amidst war and tumult, but the Convention of 1846 will proba* 
bly assemble and deliberate in peaceful times, and amidst wide spread prosperity. Edu- 
cation has been long and very generally diffused among the people — ^they have the ex- 
jperience of threescore and ten years of republican government, with its inestimable 
sdvanta^es and great imperfections, as thus far administered — and if they send to the 
Convention, men of probity in their personal dealings and character, and of active pa- 
triotism, united with a clear and cultivated intellect, the true friend of America and re- 
publican institutions may anticipate that great benefits to the covntry will result hoia 
their deliberation. 

The time surely draws near in which the friends of freedom in America will see an 
attempt seriously made to accomplish what the far-seeing Clinton wisely suggested 
twenty years since, the framing of a code of American Laws in the room of that Com* 
tnon Law, (so called,) which, m the language of Thomas Cooper to William Sampson, 
« is anything that the legislative propensity of the common law bench may choose to 
make it.*' Lycurgus, though he impressed upon the Spartans that heroic character 
which yielded not even on the calamitous day of Leuctra ; though he taught (and not 
vainly) that love of country and its institutions which changed a corrupt populace into 
a nation of patriots, among whom no civil war broke out in a thousand years — ^yeteven 
Lycurgus failed, where we have as yet made a questionable progress — ^for the Laws in 
Lacedemon not being written, were, in corrupt times, interpreted [Morris fashion] ac- 
cording to the arbitrary wHl of those who administered them. 

Many persons suppose '^at our N. Y. Revised Statutes are the law. They are but a 
small supplement to it. Mr. Dyiiel OConnell was tried not long since in the principal 
Common Law Court of Ireland, for sedition, and tsonvicted. His case was carried to 
England for revision, and hiis condemnation reversed. The English judges, to a man, 
decid^ that the most important counts in the indictment we^e bad — and tiiese very 
counts the Irish judges had, after argument, held to be good t- This is our imported 
Common Law. Cases of general interest are decided in our Common Law Courts in this 
State — carried up to the Supreme Court — ^reversed — ^brought next into the Court of 
£^rs) and reversed over again. That of Bafry vs. Mercein, is evidence of what 
cbaace the poor man has of republican'fw^ct at Common Law. 
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Again : YaBt sums are embezzled by public officers. No Common Law can be 
Mmembered that will punish them, or cause them to disgorge the plunder — ^but let a 
shop-boj or beggar take a dollar from a till, not his own, and Mr. Recorder Morris's 
tmwritten rules, which lawyers can so well remember, speedily sends him to the peni- 
tentiary or House of Refuge. 

There may be much that is yaluable in our borrowed Chancery system — ^Lawyers dif- 
fer aboiit what is — and beyond their eirde who is there that understands its precepts ? 
If law is equity why have we separate sets of judges ; and if it is not, why not make 
it so? 

Why is the procedure, or forms and proceedings in our courts, so mystenous, 
eren to the learned, that cases like that of Ahem the Mayor's clerk, are often decided 
on matters of form and not on their true merits ? The people choose their justices, but 
not^one in a hundj^ed of them, when so chosen, can possibly^ comprehend the compli- 
cated legal system which is the rule of their proceedings. Politically we have declared 
tiiat all men are on common footing in the eye of the law, yet property and its benefits, 
instead of becoming more equally dmiised, are relatively more and more concentrated in 
a few hands, while the condition of the poor laborer has changed for the worse. Thds 
ii the working of a litigious constitution. 

The office of a judge of the higher courts is one of great power and dignity in this 
State. The station of Senator, with a voice in the court of last resort, enables its 
possessor to exercise a vast influence for good or evil. Yet I need go no farther 
than the Utters brought to light in this volume, for evidence that substantial justice 
is out of the question, in maiiy cases under the present system, as administered 
Wrangham was severely punished for meddline with private matters when 
he undertook to expose the bribery of Lord Verulam — ^but he was right — ^Bacon 
liad to yield — and. I trust that I shall be found fully able to meet pll attempts at op- 
pression to which the developments in the ensuing chapters may subject me. When, 
in Dec. 1839, the Democratic Review, backed as it was by the Globe and Argus, 
declared that " the boasted ' independence of the judiciary' is sooh found to be mere 
independence of common sense and common justice," I doubted. It would seem, 
from various references in these p^es, that the private opinion and proeeedure of 
the leaders in this State, did not differ from the public admissions of Mr. J. L. 
O'Sullivan. ' - . 

: A nation must not be nice about details when its existence or its liberties are 
threatened, whether from within or without. The public safety is the supreme law. 
Where is the man who can turn from a pei^sal of the facts I have submitted without 
being conyinced that tbere is a mercenary faction in our midst, bound together by 
powerful ties, strong and united, sordid and selfish in everything — acting in concert 
and for common purpose, the destruction of that manly independence of thought and 
action which is the glory of our age and country ? Listen to its leaders, as each for 
himself speaks in these pages. Where is one of them found to breathe a warm 
aspiration of generous sympathy for the sufferings and afflictions which chequers life to 
the whole family of man ? 

Mr. John Van Buren has been named in some of our most wide spread public 

J'oumals as a probable candidate a^ no very distant day for the Presidency. Look at 
lim as he really is — ^in the mirror himself has polished. His father is making no com- 
mon exertions to attain a second time to the chair of Jackson. Observe well the 
pupils of his school, and say if he deserves it ? Mr. Butler has an office of much influ- 
ence in the administration of justice. Hear him, that ye may determine whether it is 
in safe hands ! Mr. Hoyt's political annals are less important on his own account, than 
as showing the means whereby his artful employers got and kept for years the reins 
of state in this Union. 

By the Constitution of 1821, the most important aM influential offices in this State 
are withheld from the nomination and appointment of the millions. Draw aside the 
curtain, as I have done, and behold how ^at patronage has been exercised by our 
delegated agents. I trust Uiat the Convention will aid the constituencies in getting rid 
of a Regency at Albany, and all its branches in the several counties. It is time the 
Empire State were rid of the Coddington tribe, who, Dugald Dalgetty like, are ready 
to bi«ak up any government the hour it is formed, tiiat hesitates to retain a legion of 
bribid and paasioned partisans. 
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If Mr. Bennett of the Herald circulates nearly 50,000 newspapers weekly, as he 
says, and if Mr. Noah's press continues to receive some share of public support, 
is it not an' advantage to society to obtain in this vohime, their characters correctly 
described by themselves ? They are the representatives of a class. Should the time 
arrive in which the statesman, lawyer, and editor will be ready to hire out their talents 
and influence to the highest bidder, will not the effects of concentrated wealth, and 
lucrative offices in the gift of partisan leaders, applied to the easy virtue of the Cro»- 
wells and the Blairs, the Noahs and the Bennetts, with others of their class, tend to 
mislead many, and endanger the public welfare ? Are not a band of deceptive hir^ 
ling editors like a Ipdge of Sunken rocks, on which, if no beacon is raised to warn the 
mariner, the most gallant ship may be wrecked ! 

Has not treason been committed against thb state ? The public will read this rdl- 
ume and deliver its impartial a^ard. ^ ^ 

Treason, in the genenU nature of it^ must be the crime of many. It implies plots 
and conspiracies, which are canying on by correspondence, and are to be discovered 
hy papers. The safety of the state, which is superior to eveiy other consideration^ 
makes it necessary to cise^all possible means to unmask the machinations of treasoii« 
that the dreadful effects may be prevented. Papers^ therefore, may be taken pos- 
session of, and letters intercepted, as warlike stores vte secured, that the designs of 
th^ conspirators may be made known to those whom they would betray, and firus* 
trated. 

When, at a time of much doubt anci difficulty, during the struggle for indepen* 
dence, treason was ready to deliver the important fortress of West Point to a pow- 
erful enemy, for money, its designs wgre opportunely defeated, by tho seizure of 
certain pjapers in a distinguished officer's boot. When Messrs. Bishop and Kembhi 
had conspired with others to betray their' country, and nullify public justice for gain, 
the letters of these senators and their associates, even the most private and confi- 
dential, were published to the world, as a warning to others. General Jasper Waxd 
fared no hetter. When a treaty was under consideration in the United Statesf 
Senate, which Mn Tappan believed to be injurious to his country, he hesitated not 
a moment in publishing its most secret oonditions, fearless of the consequences of a 
Tiolation of the rules — and in the case of Jacob Barker, and others, indicted for 
conspiracy in 182&-7, private letters and agreements were produced, unhesitatingly, 
for the general jgood. I quote high authority when I mention the case of Mr. Cal- 
houn and Gkneral Jackson, in which, after a visit to Mr. Crawford, by a rival of 
Calhoun, accompanied by Mr. Cambreleng, the secrets of Mr. Monroe's cabinet, in 
days long goAe by, were laid bare, by Mr. Crawford, private letters exposed, and 
dissension sown broad-calt between long tried friends — ^not that the public seYvice 
might be benefited, but tp enable an ambitious aspirant to seize the helm of state, of 
which he was of all candidates the most unfit and unworthy. Very different was 
Mr. Crawford's course, when called on by Ct)qgr,ess for official papers, to show the 
tampering and bargaining with the deposite Banks of his day. Many were suppressed, 
whole passages omitted, or garbled — and the exposure of this did not lengthen his 
step-ladder to Mr. Monroe's seat. 

Mr. Cambreleng's views of the sanctity of confidential correspondence, may he 
readily inferred from the contents of the following letter, marked "private," ad- 
dressed to his frien^l, Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at New York, from Washington, and dated 
May 19th, 1832. 

f * Dear H , , 

I htve seen a copy of W ^'s PRIVATE, letter to Clayton. It is a 

deliberate BUT CONFIDENTIAL attack on nae, and was designed to coax the 
Judge to favor him, ^^hich .was of course repelled. W— asked to have the letter 
tetumed^t was so — hut what W— does not Jcnow — the Judge took a copy of 
IT. IT*S A HOD IN FICKLE, and will expose some smair contradictions of his 
present statements, and show some little duplicity. The Judge can tell him that ha 
round my statement of the Webb and J^ah case too moderate, and that he wrote it 
•yer himself. 

Don't mention about the letter to Clajton-^^ wiUvrobally ptihlish d- The Bank 
will come up in the Senate next week— it Won't disturb us before the middle of Jun||. 

^ S'--'y^-X CAMBRELENG.- i 
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I quote the two last cases, and that whiqh next follows — ^not approringly — but as 
eyidence of the sense in which parties of whom this volume has much to say, view 
the publication of confidential papers. 

Mr. Wood, an importer in New York, paid (I think to Mr. Swartwout) duties on 
large invoices of wopUens, which, on a careful examination, the appraisers for the 
U. S. declared to be fairly valued. A Mr. George R. Ives,, of Brooklyn, was the 
confidential correspondent of Wood's father, who failed in England, and his prop- 
erty went to assignees, to whom this Mr. Ives itas the agent and attorney. " Un- 
der the specious pretext,'' say the commissioners of the U. S., " of being called 
on by Mr. Hoyt, for the correspondence, he delivered them up, and testified to 
them in court, books, private letters, and invoices," and was thereby enabled to 
hold on to $12,000 of the elder Wood's money, his (Ives's) evidence alone having 
induced the jury to give a $13,000 verdict against the son for a violation of the 
revenue laws. The Commissioners add, that '** the manner in which the disclosures 
were made by Ives, and his subsequent testimony in courts, bear strong marks o[ 
collusion between him and the collector, founded on the mutual hope of pecuniary 
gain." This is the Ives whose invoices were entered below value, whose fraudulent 
entries produced no seizure, whose checks on time^ beiore his failure, were taken 
by Hoyt as cash for duties, who hired assistant cashiers, and of whom Mr. Taylor 
swore that he had told him of an offer made him of $2,000, to act as a spy onjthe 
merchants. Mr. Hoyt thinks it fair to go thus far at least, to put down fraud in an- 
other's case, but when his own papers are taken by the Commissioners for a like pur- 
pose, he speedily changes his mind.^ 

Mr. Hoyt left in the Ciistom House fifteen volumes of letters, which "were de- 
livered to the U. S. ComVs, by Mr. Chrtis. " This correspondence discloses 
numerous valuable facts in relation to the mal-practices and defalcations of Mr. 
Hoyt," said G-overnor Poindexter. Mr. Hc^t prepared to quash .inquiry, and 
obtain the letters by a writ of replevin, and might have destroyed them at little 
cost had they not been wisely sent off to Washington. Had they been private let- 
ters they had no business in the Custom House— ^and when a Collector leaves a pub- 
lic office, and (like a bad lodger who leavps his wallet, decamps between two <hiys, 
carryinfir off the family plate, and forgetting to pay his board bill,) slipping a few 
hundred thousand dollars in bank notes, into his valise, scatters the fifteen volumes 
of correspondence of his confederates, among his official records, justice .to out- 
raged society seems to require that the means of exposure thus bequeathed should 
be used as, perhaps, he intended they should be — to balance his accounts. A lazy 
fellow would sweep them* into the streets-one more active would copy, and publisa 
them. They had no business there. , 

I think the Argus, at Albany, has always acted on a very lax code of morals 
about papers. I could £^ive a hundred cases where it has published private letters 
that, Glentworth like, nad eot into its power. I reiijember, for instance, a very 
confidential one, from Mr. Se Wilt Bloodgood^ to his friend in Illinois, that was 
published as containing a plot. Mr; Croswell will find in the Memoirs of his friends 
Hoyt and Butler, a supply of plots, sufficient for years to come. His friend Gov- 
ernor Throop professed to admire ** the blessed spirit of anti-masonry," founded as 
it was on that innate love of justice to all which animates every faithful breast, and 
which had been outraged by the secret destruction of a citizen, who had published 
certain private papers, which few would have ever heard of, had not the bullies and 
rowdies of his day, urged on by short-sighted fools, in the back ground, enrolled his 
name among the martyrs of the west, and awarded him a place in his country's 
annals. It wiU be found by Mr. C,, that I have not entirely forgott^ G-ovemor 
Throbp. • % 

Papers are the depositories of our fortune — the trustees of our credit, character, 
and reputation— our closest confidents. Secrets that Inay cost a man his life, or 
which men would rather di*e than have discovered, secrets of trade, wills, settle- 
ments, things on which the peace of families, and the love and union of relatives 
may depend, are often to be round among a person's private papers, in his closet — 
and all attempts to invade the sanctity of a private dwelling, on any other ground 
than treason against the state, or even then unless on information on oath, and in a 
legal way, to search for, seize, or pry into any man's confidential records, cannot 
be too severely condemned. The Key. Hr. O'Coigley was sentenced and executed 
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on the oath of a police officer, who swore he found a printed nroclamation of a 
treasonahle character in his great coat pocket, a proclamation, wnich O'Coi^ley oa 
the scaffold, and about to appear before his God, called heaven to witness he had 
never seen. The officer had, it is supposed, put it in his pocket, for the offered 
reward. Papers may be abstracted from — papers may he added to, those seized or 
examined. The case of Glentworth shows that Mayors, Recorders, Judges, Sena^ 
tors^ and District Attorneys, have defended and acted on very different principles 
from mine ; and these too the very men of w4iom this volume more especially treats. 
The writer, while he condemns their procedure, invites them to examine his. He 
invades no privacy — betrays no confidence — circulates no secret record-^but refers to 
parts of a correspondence .Which was, it is presumed, intentionally placed befojre him, 
in proof of a formidable conspiracy against the liberties and franchises of the Ameri- 
can people. No honest man can or will conceal treason. 

In many cases, the letters I have used, are given in full. Sometimes extracts 
are taken. It may be said that the latter are garbled. My objects were to shorten 
the work, and publish no private matter, unless it had a bearing on the subject 
before me. If any one feel aggrieved, or, if there are those who doubt the genu- 
ineness of any part of the correspondence, he or they will easily find the way to pro- 
duce the origmals in a court of law. I shall be most happy to aid in such a course 
whenever it becomes necessary. Some of the documents will,' no doubt, be called 
for by the Governor or Legislature of N. Y. — others may find their way to the United 
States Senate. 

I may here state, that the italics and CAPITALS used to mark particular passa- 
ges of quoted papers are, in most cases, not so marked in the originals. 

The views of certain gentlemen whose political opinions are adverted to in suc- 
ceeding chapters, with reference to that part of our adopted laws, which, if we are 
to believe the postmaster of New York, Mr. R. H. Morris, ought to be obeyed, 
though he assures us that it never was writteh^or printed, and therefore could not 
be known to the people — their peculiar views, and his '^ on the right of search for 
private papers," are so well known to this community, as also their practice in strict 
concordance with these unknown laws, that I need only allude to them here. Nero 
is said to have caused his regulations to be written in small characters, and posted 
so high that they could with difficulty be read. Mr. Morris's borrowed rules, be 
they real or fictitious, are worse than the Csesar's, for you can find them nowhere! 
The convention will, I trust, provide a code of genuine *' home manufacture." 

Men estimate differently their obligations to society. In the case of Jud|fe 
Van !Ness, the Bank of America refused to produce the minute book that had the 
entry of the ^20,000 ** gratuity." Had I been their most confidential servant, and 
seen such an entry as would have proved a minister of justice unworthv of his seat, 
I would have very soon made my country aware of it, whether it suited the bank or 
not. So, in like manner, do I denounce the conduct of the Bank of the State of 
New York in concealing the account current of a man proved to have embezzled 
much of the public money, more especially when it is seen that its president was 
the political and personal friend of the deiaulter. Mr. Blair told us through his 
Globe of August 14, 1839, that the ** independence of the judiciary" is " an inde- 
pendence of common sense and common justice" — and when such men as him turn 
* state's evidence,' is it not time to begin considering of new safeguards ? Mr. 
Blair spoke by authority of a governor who had placed a political tool on the seat 
once filled by Judge Van Ness in the supreme court, to preserve him, as he said, 
from KTiiN. 

The compiler of this volume deeply regrets that there are in this lovely comntry 
the materials for such a record of numan folly. [He derives no pecuniary advan- 
tage from its publication, but would be the last man in America to^hun the respon- 
sibility therewith connected.] Ignorance, prejudice and extreme destitution, have 
ever been inimical to the preservation of freedom and peace. Ages of bloodshed 
and rapine, presented to our view in the historv of the past, will prove unavailing 
for example, unless our whole community shall be thoroughly educated, sincerity 
cherished as the first of virtues, and that violence of party spirit which divides our 
Tillages, towns, counties and states, into two opposing armies, as it were, ranged 
under the banners of partizan chiefs, aided bv presses,, orators, electioneerers, and 
other apparatus of dissimulation and sordid selfishness, annihilated. Much can be 
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acbieved, if the people will value aright the inestimable advantage they enjoy, in the 
freedom with which a state convention may be elected and heM in the midst ofpeace 
and tranquility at home and abroad. 
Unpublished writings, in evil times, have sent good men to the scafTuld — ^but the 

?recedeuts of wicked judges are as beacons to warn their more, faithful successors, 
'he noble Algernon Sydney's blood was shed in the profligate days of the second 
Charles, after a mockery oi a trial before Judge Jeffries.- Conspiracy there was none.' 
On the search, at midnight, in the martyr's closet, an unpublished manuscript was 
found — ^a leaf or two of its contents read in court' — ^and the noble author condemned. 
Posterity has done all the parties justice. 

England is a great and powerful country — yet it is but little more than 25 years 
since Sir Francis Burdett was tried, condemned, and immured in a prison ; though a 
member of parliament, a man of ancient family, and possessed of an annual income 
of $250,000 a year — because he had dared to call cruelty and oppression by their 
right names, in the land of Hampden and Sydney.. 

"It seems," said Sir Francis, alluding, to the massacre in 1819 at Miemchester, 
that *' our fathers were not such fools as some woukL make us believe, in opposing 
the establishment of a -standing army, and sending King William's Guards out of 
the country. Yet, would to heaven they had been Dutchmen, or Switzers, or 
Hessians, or Hanoterikns, or any thing /ather than Englishmen, who have done 
such deeds ! — ^What ! .kill m^n unarmed ! unresisting ! and, gracious God ! women 
too, disfigured, maimed, cut down and trampled upon by dragoons. , Is this Eng^ 
land ? This a Christian land ? A land of freedom ! Will the gentlemen of Eng- 
land support, or wink, at such proceedings? they hav^ a great stake in their 
country. They hold great estates, and they are bound in duty, and in honor, to 
consider them as retaining fees on the part of their country, for upholding its rights 
and liberties." 

With such men as this volume drags to the ii^ht of day, high in office, controlling 
the administration of the laws, the executive, and in a great degree commerce, and 
all upon purely' selfish, mercenary principles, America would gradually slide down 
from her elevated situation amonp^ the nations. Revenge would fill some men's 
minds, despair would take possession of others. - Some^would take the course as- 
cribed by Morris to Robinson with his creditor Suydam the banker — others would 
war on property, by increasing, the number of those terrible fires which have deso- 
lated of late not a few of the fairest cities of America — ^the evil example of men 
above would demoralize thousands below th^m, and that confidence in, and depend* 
ence of man on man, which is the cement that binds society, would cease. A nu- 
merous standing army would come next—less to war on bur weak frontier neigh- 
bors, than as a police to repeat at convenient seasons the scenes enacted at Man- 
chester in 1819. It is from such a state of things that the people seek deliverance. 
The Democratic Review (falsely so called^) told us, in April 1843, that the "virtue 
and intelligence of the people Is all a humbug," and that *' we must procure strcmffei 
guarantees thair popular suffrage, and popmar virtue and intelligence." In otEex 
words, we were informed that we must shift round to monarchy, or get a House of 
Peers, self-government being an idle tale. 

I very much fear, that if the men whom this volume too truly describes, can get 
the upper hand in the state convention, their united endeavor. will be to get us AS 
LITIGIOUS A CONSTITUTION AS POSSIBLE, as that would best ensure a con- 
tinuance of those hurtful monopolies and lucrative jobs which follow in the train of 
all such great convulsions and revolutions in currency, commerce, property, &c., as 
have of late years marred the prosperity of our country. 

If in the minority, I think their efforts will be directed towards embarrassing the 
capable and well disposed — and should my publication be found to have the effect 
of preventing the return of jsome of the worst of them, and arousing inquiry into theii 
conduct, my exertions will be amply repaid. 

That a. patriot band — such as assembled in Independence Hall, Philadelphia, 
seventy years ago— may gladden the hearts of our true hearted citizens, when oui 
state convention meets ; and that the wisdom of their deliberations may aflTord un- 
questionable evidence of the onward progress of intellectual and moral truth in oui 
land, and of the capacity of man for self-government, and the sustenance of free in- 
stitutions, is the fervent prayer of the con^^er, • 
\ New York, Sept 1, 1845. 
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CHAPTER H. 


Mr. Butler's hirth 'tend parentage — his admission to the Bar, and partnership totA 
Mrl Fan Buren. •' Mr. Hoyfs early pursuits — he abandons commerce, and studies 
law vnth the 4^tofmey General of Ime York. Mr. Butler acc^ts the presidency of 
a Bank. 

Benjamia Franklin Batler wa^ born at Eind^rbook Landing, Columbia Countyt 
N. Y., on the 14th of December, 1795. He was educated there, and in 1811 
received by his father's personal and political friend, Martin Van Buren, into his law 
office at fjudson, as a student, and into his family, in which he continued to reside till 
his (Mr. Butfer's) marriage, in 1S18, to Miss Harriet ^llen, a sister of Lieut. Allen, 
of the U. S. Navy. 

His fatl^r, Medad Butler, who is still alive, was bom in Connecticut, where ha 
served an apprenticeship to a scythe-iAaker. ' He afj^erwards kept store and tavern 
at ** the Landing," in which business his son Benjamin ateisted him in his earlier 
years. 

When the uncle of Horace Walpole, • Earl of Orford, was Ambassador at the 
French court,- the Queen asked his lady what family she was of. Her reply was, 
«*D'aucune, Madame." She was a French stay-maker's daughter. It requires 
true nobility of soul to be of the aucune family. In a iliemoir in the Democratic 
Ileview, the pedigree of the Butlers is traced to Oliver Cromwell, the lord protector-^ 
to one of the judges whpse fiat beheaded King Charles — and to Jonathan Butler* 
who laifded in Connecticut in 1710. Stanhope, Lord Chesterfield, ridiculed doubtful 
pedigrees by phicing two old haads among the portraits of his ancestors, inscribed 
*^A(Eim de Stanhope*' and *^Eve de Stanhope." A family of the name of Levi 
exhibited a picture in which Noah appears walking into the Ark, carrying under his 
arm a small trunk, on which is written ** Papiers de la maison de Levis." Thus much 
for genealogy. 

Mr. Butler was admitted to the bar as an attorney in the State courts -in 1817, and 
immediately entered into partnership with his instruc^tor, Mr. Van Buren, in his law 
business. The latter was at that time a Senator of New York, and (says the Demo- 
cratic Review) " the connection subsisted till the appointment of Mr. Van Buren to 
the Senate of the United States in December, 1821." 

In June, 1818, Mr. Butler borrowed $550 from the State of New York, on the 
security of 22 acres of land at Kinderhook Landing, and gave his father's bond and 
mortgage and his own bond as a security. Id 1816 his father bad borrowed of the 
State another $1000, which, 'with the interest, remained unpaid as late as 1824. 
The share of law profits which he realized in 1818 feIl,^short of his wishes, and 
early in 1Q19 he united the professions of lawyer and banker — as President, 
Cashier, and (I may add) Board of Directors of the Bank of Washington and 
Warren, at Sandy Hill, a village on the Hudson, about 55 miles north of Albany, and 
Attorney at Law, Solicitor in. Chancery, and Attorney for the said Bank, at same 
place. 

Jesse Hoyt, the friend of Benjamin Butler, is a native of Connecticut, and early in 
life began business on his own account as a store-keeper in Albany — failed — 
could not arrange his affairs so as to recommence — discovered that he had the. peculiar 
sort of taleot fer a successful lawyer — indentured himself with Mr. Van Buren as his 
student — and in due time took the benefit of the insolvent laws, and a license to prac- 
tise in the State courts. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Butler removed to Sandy Hill, Mr. Hoyt was a student in the 
Attorney Oenerars office, and had previously served as a clerk in the Farmers and 
Mechanics' Bank. Mr. B's letters to his friend will show the prospects of both, 
make known the fervent piety of the former, the condition of the legal and financial 
professions in Washington county, exhibit new views of State politics, and cannot fail 
to be read with interest. 
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CHAPTER' Ift. 

fiUeresHng' Corresporuienee. Mr* Butler^s piety ^ politics, and kind feelings toward 
Mr. HoyU A proposal to buy the Buffalo hank^Mr. HoyVs fitness fir the office of 
a Cashier — his general charadtsr. - A' run on the Washington and Warren Bank — 
Ways and Means^^Butler vs. Olcott. 

President Butler, of the Bank of W. and W., to Jesse Hoyt, Student at Law, 
Albany. 

Sandt Hilx«» March 27th, 1819. 
Dear Friend, 

* * * • • Ypu have really a fioa. state of political confusion at 
Albany. I think the situation of t^e Governor [De Witt Clinton] is daily becoming 
more desperate. ' • 

I am more and more pleased with my duties.. They require industry and atten- 
tion, but tbey give me more leisure than I had while in Albany, and furnish me more 
easily with sufficient Co provide for my household. 

The only difficulty here is THE WANT OF the stated PREACHING OF THE 
GOSPEL, llad we a faidiful and respectable minister, and were the people more 
anxious for and attentive to religion, I should have nothing to ask for, but the continu- 
ance of fiealth to make this place delightful. The contrast between Albany and Sandy 
Hill in this particular is great. Yon do, not at all estimate as you ought, the pecu- 
liar privileges you enjoy. They are remarkably great ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ The Gospel 
is either a ** savor of life unto life,*' or of "death ^uoto death." And how can those 
** escape who neglect so great* salvation ?'* 

What a bungling piece of work Mr. Loomis has niade in printing my speech. It 
has mortified me excessively to see so many stupid blunders issued to the world toith 
my name prefaced. Pray tell my friends that I lay no claims to the bantling in its 
present dress. . ^ 

Yours truly, 

BENJAMIN F. BUTLER. 


The same to the same. 

» 
Sandt Hill, March 17, 1819. 
Dear Friend, 

The stage to-day was lopked for with great anxiety by all the members of my 
household, as w^entertained strong hopes the black damsel would make her appear- 
ance on the ** Hill,'* — as the citizens denominate this great metropolis. ***** 
1 have been here a fortnight* and have not yet received a line from you. Pray write 
me, if it is only to say that you are in esse. 

Yours truly, 

BENJAMIN F. BUTLER. 

The P. S. (in a different hand,) is as follows :—" Mr. Hoyt do try to get Pender. 
I am tired to death of cooking.^* * 


TTie same to the same. 

Sandt Hill, May 4, 1819. 
Dear Friend, 

« * • • • »pjig election returns are, so far, unfavorable to the hopes 
of Mr. Clinton, and his friends, and I presume his destiny is fi^ed. * * * * • 
I voted for Senators, and offered to vote for members of Assembly, but afler a 
long discussion of my and various arguthents and opinions from lawyers and 
electioneerers, the board vexy gravely decided that I was not yet naiuralizcdr^^Ajx 
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which I think it probable thej were right. The chancellor has really assumed a great 
deal in deciding my cause against me. Please obtain a co^y of the decretal orders- 
not of his opinion,- for I suppose that w^uld take you a week to copy-^and send by 
Borne person at your convenienci. 

Upon what ground did he admit you — as of right, or ex gratia ? I am glad that ha 
has done it, and hope you may find it the harbinger of good fortune. 

What think you of the New Insolvent Law ? Do you intend to proceed under it t 
Or have you not philosophy enough to live* poor all your life, with a millstone on 
your neck ? 

How does the business get along, and what is the state, generally, of your eject- 
ment suits ? Are any of thenf to be tried at these Circuits or not ? I sometimes 
wished after my removal, that { cfould take a peep for a moment ^n the Registers, 
and engase again in the service of ^e Sovereign People — and so long had I hee9g 
accustomed to the mana^emmUvf the Attorney General [M. Van BurenV^ affairs^ puh^ 
lic^ private and dorn^tic, xhaX i often xhou^i ihsX no ene could attend to them but 
myself. My new avocations^ howev^, have novr become familiar and pleasant, and I 
can attend to them without troubling myself about the bonds, mortgages, or eject- 
ments of the State. «.«•** There is out little law business doing here, if 
I was dependant on that, I should have had the horrors long ago. « • • 

^ B. F. BUTLER. 


The same to the same. 


' ' Washington and Warren Bank, > 

Sandt Hill, May 8th, 1819. $ 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany, « 

Dear Sir, 

I send by Mr. Skinner a package and. letter for Mr. Barker, which send as usual. 
I hear that he has had a demonstration (as Packenhand, 6c Co. would have said), made 
lipon him this week, which was manfully repelled. My Secretary being otherwise 
engaged, deprives you of the pleasure of receiving this interesting epistle, in her 
•• own proper hand writing." 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 


Mr. President Butler to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, Solicitor in Chancenr, Albany, 

Saiydt Hill, June 5th, 1819. 

Dear Sir, 

I have yours of the 31st uU., 1st inst., and also one by Mr. Gifford. I shall 
endeavor as soon as possible to send you some papers in these Chancery causes. I 
do regret that I did not know that Mr. V.4B. was about attending the June term of 
the Court of Chancery. I might have had all my business in train for it. • • • 
* * I have not been in court but little, either Common Pleas, or Circuit— having 
h^id a great deal to do in the Bank, and in my Law Business. I want a clerk very 
much, and as soon as Charles' * * * * 1 I hope you got my package by 
Hitchcock. I have now $300Q in current notes, received since Wednesday, which I 
would send by Col. Pitcher, who conveys this, but he starU from here on foot, and 
goes on a raft from Fort Miller, and thqugh aik honest man might be robbed or 
knocked overboard. ♦ * * * # 

I am unable to say anything now ABOUT THE NIAGARA BANE— onZy (hat 
if Mr, B., [meaning Jacob Barker], could be sure of life, he could make it a profU' 
able concem^-~b\ii has, in my opinion, irons enough in the fire, already, for one man* 
But then he*s A HOST himself. Jff" he gets the stock, you must stand ready to inter" 
pose a claim for the management of the business — that is — if you would be willing to 
accept such a place. He would require some one that he could repose confidence 
in to take charge of it. Though I have no idea that he will get it. " Double, 
double — toil and trouble,** appears to be the order of the day in the Commercial and 
Financial world — where it will land us I am unable to say. • * * . * * 
Tbo Attorney General [Mr. Van Buren], is never at home—and when he isi I ai9 
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80 £ur from him, that I cannot haye that direct and conatant eommnnication "vrhicli 
the interests of our clients- demand. One thing I most earnestly desire of you» and 
that is to forward me all notices, papers, &c., that may be served on Mr, V, B, 
[Van Buren] as my agent. He would never think of it himself, and my clients 
might be kicked out of court before I knew it. I shall mak^ no more complaints 
about your bad writing, though your scratirls are most infamous, after the capers I 
ha?e cat in this episiU. 

Yours tnily» 

B. F. BUTLER. 


^Sent per Mr. Thurman, froA SANisr JIill.] 

June 11, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany,. 

Pear Sir, 

I have received* a letter from Mr. Barker, mentioning the subject of the 
NIAGARA BANK, and requesting my opinion^ of a certain friend of mine^ for 
CASHIER, provided he should conclude to purchstse the stock — to which I have 
replied as foUoWfe : — 

<* 1 am happy to hear, by your letter, that in the event of your engaging in the 
Niagara Bank, you have thought of MY FRIEND HOYT, for Cashier. I know 
of no person within the circle of my acquaintance whom I could recommend with equal 
confidence for that situation. HIS INTEGRITY, ZEAL,- AND INDUSTRY 
would I am confident, ensure him your approbation, and esteem. There can be no 
doubt of his being amply qualified for the task. His acquaintance with business is 
general, and extensive, and for* perseverance and activity I know of no one who 
surpasses him. His experience in Mercantile business, would alone have qualified 
him for the place, but in addition to that hi has the advantage of some considerable 
acquaintance with the business of bankings from his employment last year in ike Me- 
chanics' and Farmers'* Bank. I have known him for several years ; intimately, for 
about three. After the unfortunate termination of his Mercantile concernSy instead of 
spending his time in idleness, or giving way to despair or dissipation, which is com' 
monly the ease in SUCH CIRCTJMSTANCES, he resolved forthwith to enter into 
employment of some kind or other ; and, as nothing ofiered by which he could do 
better, he commenced the study of the law. All his friends, (and I amongst the 
rest,) thought this a yery forlorn hope, for such- had been his previous active life, 
and so long was his term of study, that I considered it absolutely impossible for him 
to confine himself to so irksoine an employment as a clerkship in a law office, with« 
out any prospect of a speedy adibission either to the practice or the profits of the 
profession. He was for nearly three years in my office, and for fidelity and atten* 
tion, perseverance and application, the very best clerk I ever met with. I consider 
him perfectly competent to examine (A) into the affairs of the Bank at Buffalo^ and 
give you an accurate and judicious account of every- thing that relates to it. It is 
needless for me to say that I feel a deep interest in nis prosperity, and that nothing 
would give me greater pleasure than to see him placed in such a situation as would 
give him a competent support ; but perhaps it may be necessary to satisfy you that 
mv opinion of his merits is not over-rated. I acknowledge that I am his friehd, and 
I know that friends, like lovers, are a little blind to the faults of those they esteem, 
but I believe I may safely refer yon to any person acquainted with Mr. Hoyt, for a 
confirmation of what I have said." 

(A) This is in reply to a suggestion about sending yon up to investigate the 
business, preparatory to a decision On the suTbjject. (14.) I have sent my brief in 
— .^ cause to New York last week by mail. 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

June 14. I send you by J. L. Thurman, Esq., a package for Mr. Barker, con- 
taining, in current notes, $2,200, 1 have received yours by Mr. Clark, with $1,300 
in W. and W. notes. 
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The same to the same. 


I 


Washington and Warren Bank, 

Sandy Hill, June 21, 1819. 
Dear Sir, 

My letter of yest^day informed you that I was engaged in a running fight 
with a squadron froQi Conftnodore Wiswall's fleet. I send you hy Mr. B. Wing^ 
$900 in Troy, Lanslnghurgh, and Albany bills, which I wish you, if possible, to con- 
vert into specie. I do not know that J shall need it, but it will be «ufficient with 
what I haye, to teaze the enemy for the whole week, if he should maintain his ground 
for so long a time. ***** I dp not wish it lisped that I am in want of it 
to meet a demand on th^ Bank. / wish you to say to the bank that you want SMALL 
CHANGE ; and for that you will- give them current bills. If y^u can obtain $600 
it will answer the purpose, and if small money is not to be had any thing else will 
answer. ****** 

B. F. BUTLER. 


President Butler to Mr» Hoyt 

Sandt Hill, June 2l6t, 1819. 
Dear Sib, ^ 

By the enclosed (which please read, and afler that wafer and send by 
Wednesday's boat,) you will learn the situation df afiairs here. If Commodore W., 
reported any thing disadvantageous, please correct it. I did not offer, as before to 
Allen, to pay him one bill at a time ; but on Saturday, offered him a large amount of 
specie, which he declined waitine; for me to count. , 

If you think that you can get the specie for my notes, which will be chiefly Troy, 
&c., please so inform IVtr. Barker. .Mr. Bacon is the person who brought the $706* 

• Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 


Washington and Warren Bank, > 

Sandy Hill, Jung 23, 1819. (Wednesday morning.) ) 
Jacob Barker, Esq., New York. 

Dear Sib, *•***! .have redeemed in the whole 
$780, during the two days past — all in large bills. I have now on hand, about 
1^300 in small change, $900 in dollars and five franc^ and $200 in ^old. With 
Lhis force I can with certainty sustain niyself until Saturday mornmg, and by 
that time I have no doubt I shall have a further supply of ispecie from Mr. 
Eloyt. ***** 

I enclose you a copy of Mr. 01cott*s letter. This is a new proof erf the wavering 
policy of that Bank, and of the little reliance to be placed on Mr. Olcott's profes- 
sions or engagements, for he ofi'ere.d of his own accord to ine last spring, that I 
night at any time draw on you at a few days sight, if I chose so to do. * * • 
^ * I have this morning had two small sums of our. notes presented — the one for 
^75 — the other for $91 — both from Albany ; and b9th enclosed to Mr. Baird, with 
L request that he would present them immediately, and that the credit of the Bank 
vas completely down, which was the cause of their sending them up, I shall pay 
hese, because the mmney will go down by the mail to-day and may quiet the apprehen" 
ion of some persons who would otherw{se send up ; but I shall nguest Mr. B. to 
I e dine any further commission of the kind; and if aiiy more sum calls appear, I 
5HALL PUT THEM ON THE SAME GROUND WITH THE OTHERS. 

As the calls this week have assumed the character of a run on the Bankf 
on will undoubtedly see the necessity of giving me a supply of specie as soon as 
tossible* 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

P. S.— Since writing tl[e above, Wiswall has shown me his money ; he has now 

3 
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$4800. Gilchrist has demanded his bills. I told him I wai ready to pay in specie, 
hut commenced paying Wiswall, he presenting his bills first* Grilchrist has resolved 
not to wait, ana returns in the stage. 

R F. B. 

The letter from Mr. Olcott, referred to abor^ was dated '* Mechanics' and 
Farmers' Bank, June 21, 1819," and informed Fresidftit !Biitler, that they had 
sent for redemption, $5,300 of W. and W. bills, bv Mr. Gilchrist, to whom they 
expected that ei^ery facility would be given. Mr. Olcott says—" You are proba^ 
bly aware of the determmation of the Banks in this city to take- no drafts from 
country banks, on the city of New York. * • * • ♦ Our object is to prevent 
country banks from placmg funds in N. Y. to speculate on ^heir own depreciated 
paper. That they do operate in this way, we have good reason to suspect ; other- 
wise why do they place funds at so great a distance from the only spot where they 
FEETEND TO REDEEM, or give specie vaUia, to theit bUls." 


CHAf TER IV. 


Ways and Means continued — How to get a Pt^fffrom a Young' Patro on — Meaning 
ofTdnsand Loads— The President's Puff—Paying in Sixpences — Coffers full- 
Holding up — " Let the Public wait^^^Paying in Chancery suits — Threatening a 
Debtor — Taking care of the Bank — ** Fair and proper calls*^ — Clinton " Raving 
Mad^* — Paying *« in a slow way**— Mr, Butler's humanity* 

• 
[]?avore3 by Caleb Baker, Esq.,] 

Sandt Hill, Jqjie 29th, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Ill State street, Albany. » 

Deab Hott, — The enclosed will show you how the " world 
wags.'' One of those persons that I told to wait until their turns came, was THE 
YOUNG PATROON, who had 4 or $500 taken for rents due his father. 

If you know him — as I believe you do— I wish you would FALL IN WITH 
HIM, and ask his opinion — / know it will be favorable^ although I did not pay him^ 
because he sat within my counter^ and read the papers^ AND DRANK WINE 
WITH ME FOR TWO OR THREE HOURS BElFORE THE BANK CLOSED, 
and saw every man who had come from a distance, o> was poor and needy^ paid in 
specie without a moment's delay. 

Now, if his opinion is friendly, I dare say it will pass current, AND *BE A 
LEGAL TENDER in your DUTCH metropolis, and it would answer for CIRCU- 
LATION, &c. Lc^t me hear how everyihing goes — and what is said and done at 
Albany. Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 
Seal and send the enclosed after reading it. If the loan with Baird was con- 
cluded, and you expect the specie on Thursday, you may perhaps ask Caleb Baker 
to stay for it. If not, tell him there will not be a A LOAD until next week. HE 
AHD EVERY BODY ELSE thinks I have TONS OF IT on the way. 


[Per Mr, L. Clark.] 

Sakdt Hill^ July 1, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany. 

Dear Sm,T— The enclosed you wilL send by the first boat, after 
reading it, &c. 

I send you 25 Times. You see how boldly we come out. I have deliberated 
long before I ventured it — ^but, as it^s a part of my " budget of ways and means,^' 
have at length concluded to run the hazard. 

If the specie for Schuyler's note could be obtained, you could send it by the 
bearer. 

Bend the papers on Saturday. Tell me what you think of my bulletin. . 

Yours truly, B. F, BUTLER. 
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President Batler's manifesto, referred to in the preceding letter, as a part of his 
** budget of ways ai^d means," and issued after Mr. Barker's visit, was as follows : — 

From the Sandy Hill Times, July 2, 1819. 

The following com'municati^ on the subject of the bank in this place, may bo 
relied upon as coming from an facial source. 

For the Times. 

Washington and Warren Bank. — Tlfs excitement in relation to the paper of the 
Washington and Warren Bank, beginning to subside, perhaps it may not -be iXU 
timed to requeiSt the attention of the public to a few prominent points, connected 
with the operations and character of that institution. The sudden and unexpected 
suspension of payment at the Exchange Bank, together with other causes, pro- 
duced, very . naturally, strong suspicions of the solvency of the Washington and 
Warren Bank, which were greatly increased by the malicious prophecies and 
slanderous reports of persons who regarded its success with jealousy and hatred. 
The consequence was, the rapid and vexatious return of its notes, accompanied 
with demands for specie, or tor such bank paper as is equivalent thereto. Mr. 
Barker, foreseeing this result, and fearing that the bank might not be able to with- 
stand ike first, shockt although consent of iHtimate success, very fairly assured the 
public, in his address to them, that the Washington and Warren notes would all 
be paid within sixty days, witjiout promising thkt the bank would not be compelled 
to suspend, for a Bnort period, the payment of fts notes. It was found, however, 
that a course so unpleasant and distressing was unnecessary, and that the hank, by 
resorting to its legal rights^ so far as it respects brokers and other banks, would be 
able to ride out the gale, and that too without pressing .those that owe the bank. It 
has continued, and will continue its redemptions, and is abundantly able to pay all 
its debts, to the " uttermost Jarthin^.^^ The debti^due to the bank, amount to more 
than double their notes in circulation, Tin(2 those^debls are perfectly secure — there 
is perhaps scarcely one that will not ultiqaatelybe collected. How then can any 
one be a loser by the Bank ? 

It is true that the Bank has not extended to speculators and bank agents, that 
prompt accommodation which, under flourishing circumstaoces, would probably 
have oeen afforded ; and it is also true that it has been engaged, and [II7*t> now 
engaged in the payment of small specie, «0 ^o persons of that description ; but it 
must always be remembered, that the Farmers, Mechanics, Travellers, and Trades* 
men, who have presented its bills, have been paid' in the most prompt and liberal 
manner. It must also be borne in mind, that the pressure of the times would of 
itself be a sufficient excuse for many things, which, at a mgre propitious moment^ 
would be deemed inconsistent with the *rules of fair and honorable business ; and 
ahove all, that the course pursued in this particular in*stance, is adopted for the ex- 
press purpose, not of injuring, but of indemnifying the public. THE BANK IS 
ABLE TO PAY, and intends to pay its notes, but it supposes that the honest yeo* 
manry, who compose the " bone and gristle" of the Idna, are entitled to every ac- 
commodation, in preference to greedy speculators and arrogant monied aristocrat 
cies. Those too who have '* poisoned the chalice,''^ have r^o reason to complain, if 
with retributive justice, it is " presented to their lips ;" nor even if they are com' 
pelled to taste a portion of its contents. 


President Butler to Mr, Hoyt. 


Sandy Hill, July 3d, 1619—11 A. M. 
Dear Hott, — ^All goes on well. Caleb arrived last night wifh the reinforce- 
ment. Your " extract*' was well timed. I wish you woulS keep the Albany mer- 
chants back. It's rather hard friendship to get our bilU together, and post them up 
here, say 30 days sooner than they would otherwise come. At the worst they 
would go into Brokers' hands, WHICH IS THE BEST PLACE IN THE WORLD 
FOR ME. I have received a very begging, coaxing letter from Mr. Olcott, but at 
WiswalVs money is not half paid, I donH trouble myself about it. ^ 

Yours trtjily, B. F. BUTLER. ^ 


no THE. 9ANKER HOLDS UP ! — LAW TEER0R8. 

[<SeD^ per. Mr. Hand.]. . 

. Samdt HjjLL, July 7, 1819. 
Prtvate and Secret ^ 

To Jesse Hojt, Esq., Albany. . / 

• J>EMi HoYT, — T. have paid since the Rim commenced $9000 
and over. You know lidw much*! had theA. J HAVE A GREAT DEAL 
MQRE NOW, and am in every ■r.espect better off, 'The reinforcement from Jacob 
Barker puts me out danger.t Have _paid very liberally SINCE IT ARRIVED, 
BUT SHALL NOW HOLD UP. The' public have been pjiid over $6000— the 
Brokers $3000. OUGHT NOT THE PUBLIC TO WAIT A^ WHILE f We 
have CROWED full enough for the present, therefore had better write no moYefor 
the papers. I shall add a note to ** Equal Rights," which will gall the Mechanics 
and Farmers^ Bank to the quick. 

Finished last Saturday night by tryinfi; the replevin, at Glen's Falls — ^got home 
1 o'clock, Sunday mormng. . Jury equally divided, Q and 6 — Sheriff in our favor. 
Skinner and me both summed up; sujted myself and everybody else. Noticed 
anew for Tuesday,* 13 — clear case; snail certainly succeed — want the lease from 
Van Rensselaer ^o Caldwell, as they gave parol evidence of it. Send it up in time. 
Paid Saturday, the 3d, . - y - - - 901 
" on Monaay, «---^---- 379 though the Bank was shuu 

" Tuesday, ------#•- 817 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLEK- 




Sandt Hill, July 10th, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., . . y , 

Dear Sii(,-^My present business is/chancery. The enclosed bill I 
drew in great haste last night and tkh morning. I want it presented on Monday, 
and the motion made and urged on the ground of the great injury to the Bank if 
those notes should be put in circulation. Whether Barker's assignment to this 
Bank is good or not, we are entitled to the injunction. Whether the bills are his or 
ours, the Farmers' Bank have no right to use them ; and, if they do, we suffer as 
well as J. B. [Jacob Barker.] I want the bill copied, and a copy sent to Mr. Barker 
for Mr. Wells^ examination. 

If you get the injunction, show it first to the State Bank, and tell they follow 
next — then serve it on Farmers' Bank — then show to Lansingburgh, and tell them 
they shall have the same, and had better keep the bills. That is, u you think it best 
to inform the others before I have made out bills against them. 

The M business I have neglected) and never can attend to it. Serve the 

petition — ^give the notice — ^fill up the proper day — ^make the motion. You and the 
Attorney General [Mr. V. Buren], draw the interrogatories and examine the wit« 
nesses. / can not, and must rely wholly on you. 

The Bank is safe, and I mean to keep it so. I WILL RATHER SUFFER 
THE PUBLIC TO FRET A LITTLE, than hazard the safety of THE INSTI- 
TUTION by paying out TOO FAST. I have paid this week $2500— $600 of which 
was Walker., 

Youys truly» 

B.F.BUTLER. 

P. S. — ^If Schuyler's note was payable here, I would take Washington and War- 
ren gladly, but by his own act he has made it payable in Albany. Now let him 
pay what they will take, except I will take ^it in i Plattsburg^ and i current — 
^ Burlington, ^ current. If he has our notes let him present them. If not paid, 
write Baird that il must be done forthwith, or he will be SUED^Baird will rnake 
him pay it. , 

To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Ill State street, Albany. ^ 

Saitdy Hill, July 14s, 1819. 
Dear Sm, 

Send the enclosed by the boat to-morrow — all goes well. The Chancellor's 
daclaioa'^ in my opinion is .^sgraceful, partial, unjustifiable — (inter nos.) I pay 
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from $700 to $1000 daily—chiefly id specle^Botisfying all FAIR AND PROPER 

I yesterckiy trie^ the Repleyio over again; and after a prodigious hard conflict 
obtained the inquisition. This sec^ure^ the estate. The lease did not arrive in time 
for the trial, as I had it at Lake George Got through summing up at 11 o'clock— 
Jury out till after 1, A. M. — tough business I can assure you. After bank hours, 
rode through sun and dust to Lake George-r-12 miles — tried the cause — ^up till 2, A* 
M. — up again at ) past 4 — home before bank hours. 

. CLINTON IS RAVING MAD, BESIDE BEING A FOOL. But I have no 
time for more.' Yours truly, 

, B.F.BUTLER. 

Capt. Coffin's letter contains cash. Let me knovii whether the Comptroller found 
the account of public monies received by the Attorney General [M. V. Buren] during 
my agency, correct. I furnished it last mail. 

(Sent by Mr. Bacon.) 

When it became evident that Mr. Barker would neither purchase the ** good-will" 
of the broken Bank of Niagara, at BuffalOf.Qor systain the Washington and Warren 
Bank, Mr. Hoyt removed from Albany to New York^to practi^ law, having taken 
out licenses, as an attorney^at-law, and a soliciter-in-chanoery. 


Saratoga Springs, Aug S4th, 18Id. 
To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New Yortf^ 

Dear Sir, •»♦♦••♦•♦♦ Your brother 
[Lorenzo Hoyt,] has charge of the Bank during my a^ence — Mr. Barker left us 
this morning for the south. ♦ « ♦ * * Xhe Bank toill go an paying daily, 
IN A SLOW WAY, until Mr. B. [Barker] is able to give me some liberal assist- 
ance — and in the meantime I shall take it slow and easy for the future, without labor- 
ing as I have done for the two months past, which have been in every respect the 
most laborious and perplexing of my life. I felicitate myself, however, with the re- 
jection, that I have relieved MANY HUNDREDS of persons who would have been 
almost ruined if we had stopped as Mr. Barker advised me — that I have kept up PAR- 
TIALLY the credit of the paper Q^ in the vicinity of the Bank, which in the event 
of stopping would have been at 50 or 60 per cent discount — and that, in all that I have 
done, I have been actuated by a sincere desire to promote the interests of my em- 
ployer, and the welfare and preservation of the community. (^ * » « 

In Jiaste, your friend, 

B. F. BUTLER. 


CHAPTER V. 


Messrs. Butler and Barker'* s management of the Washington and Warren, and the 
Exchange Banks, reviewed. Their statements of the conditions of these institw 
tions. The truth told too late. Mr, HoyVs efficient agency. Puffs and puffers. 

Mr. Butler's public career — ^his rapid advancement — the high and honorable 
posts he has occupied — the very lucrative situation he now fills — his standing as 
a moralist, and professing christian — these are known — ^but of his principles, as 
developed in the preceding letters, his countrymen have hitherto remained in pso- 
found ignorance. He denounces in the Sandy Hill Times, greedy speculators and 
arrogant monied aristocracies, and this too from the shop counter of a chartered, i 
exclusive, banking monopoly, of which he was the richly endowed High Priest ; 
and which was then evading the payment of its just debts, by counting out six- 
pences and other small change, to harrass those who held thousands of dollars of 
its paper, for which they had given the full value. He tells the public that ^* the 
Bank is able to pay, and intends to pay its notes," — ^that ** it has continued, and 
will continue its^ redemptions, and is abundantly able to pay all its debts to the 
uttermost farthing,*'— and thi» he solemnly affirms on his nonor as a man, aad in ^ 
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his ofScial capacity as the presiding officer of .the corporation. His ** t>iilletiir,** as he 
calls it, was copied ioto the N. Y. Evening Post, the Albany papers, and all over the 
state. His fervent piety gave weight to his* asservations — the people believed, were 
deceived, and he admits to Mr. Hdyt,' in his letter of Nov. 1^, that his character had 
suffered severely in consequence. ' « 

If he told the truth, that the Bank was perfectly solvent, what are we to think of his 
abiding friendship for Jacob Barker, who had allowed its notes to fall to 40 cents, cash ? 
Mr. Butler remained as President of the bankrupt concern until it was intimated that 
his princely income was to be taken away, next year in February. On the 9th of 
February, 1820, the notes of th^ W. and W. Bank were quoted in the Evening Post, 
as worth 37i cents — and on the 4th of March, at only 3d cents per dollar, while Bar- 
ker's Exchange Bank notes had found their level at 20 cents. Still we'find President 
Butler at his desk in Sandy Hill ! ^ ^ * 

On the 17th of Septembei; 1821, Beers and Bunnell, quote W. and W. notes at 46 
to '50 cents ; and in October the Evening Post, has W. and W. at 45 cents, and Bar- 
ker's Exchange notes payable in N. Y., at only 12i cents per dollar. Next year they 
were sold at 10 cents for a dollar note. In June, 1824, after the W. and w . Bank 
notes — ^from $150,000 to S300,00&f-perhaps twice as much (for there is no believing 
any thing that such i^rsons 9s Barker may assert) — after its notes were bought in at 
50 to 75 per cent discount, then — ^but not till then — did this fraudulent concern, re- 
commence again ** cash payments," which Mr. Barker or his instruments kept up for 
some years — but the Exchange Bank was a dea<f failure, of which its owner got rid by 
taking the benefit of the state insolvent law. 

In August, 1819, Mr. Jacob Barker issued a pampblst, dated at his Exchange Bank, 
a bundle of which he sent 4o Mr. Butleir, at Sandy Hill, Tor general circulation — one 
of these is now before me. It states', 

That he (Mr. Barker,) l^egan his Exchange Bank, in New York, with a substantial 
capital of $250,000 ; that it flourished till May, 1819 — ^that the average or usual circu- 
lation of its notes yras over half a million of dollars— that in that month he ceased to 
pay out Exchange notes, substituting Washington ai\d Warren, (which occasioned 
the run on his President, at Sandy Hill ;) — that from the 1st of August, 1818, to the 
Ist of May, 1819, he had redeemed at par $582,115 of W. and W. notes, " while 
others were purchasing them at a diiscount," — ^that from April 26th to June 19tb, 
there was not one thousand dollars of the W. and W. bills returned for redemption^ 
and that Jie considered the W. and W. Bcmk, ".FROM THE KNOWLEDGE HE 
HAD OF ITS CONCERNS, AS GOOD AS ANY OTHER, IF NOT THE BEST 
IN AMERICA." ^ 

Mr. Barker further said, in this painpjilet of his — " because I know the paper to he 
good, I recommend to every man whose good opinion I wish to preserve, to taJce the notes 
of the Washington and Warren Bank, and also the notes of the Exchange Bank for any 
property he wishes to sell,** 

Again — 

" The notes of the W. and W., payable in N. Y., will, from this date be punctually 
redeemed at this (Exchange) Bank ; and the others will continue to be redeemed at 
the Bank at Sandy Hill." 

" I confidently calculate that no man will approach the polls at the next Spring elec- 
tion, with a bill [of the Exchange Bank] in his pocket, which he cannot then convert 
into money, at par, if he chooses to do so." 

Time showed that ^all this was a deception of the most unprincipled, reprehensible 
character, but it did not diminish the close intimacy then subsisting between Jesse 
Hoyt, Jacob Barker, and Martin Van Buren ! 

, After stating to his friend Hoyt, (23d of June,) that he had paid in cash two sums 
amounting to $166, Mr. Buder threatens that if any more such calls should appear, 
he would place them in their turn among the bank creditors he was then tantalizing 
with sixpences and other ** small change." 

When Mr. Olcott complains of Banks which speculate in their own depreciated 
paper, and place their funds far, from *^ the only spot where they pretend to 
redeem" their bills, (which was the case with the W. and W.) the meek sabbath 
keeping Mr. Buder, threatens to write for the papers, what would gall fajs 
(Olcott's) " bank to the quick." And when he (Buder) apprehended that his notes | 
would be demanded when due, by banks holding quantities» he sent Jesse Hoyt to I 
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terrify them by threatening some, and tiying others with vexatious procetdiligs in 
Chancery. 

The location of Sandy Hill, far in the rear of Albany^ out of the way of all busi- 
ness, and to be approached only through bad roads, and at expense, was well chosen 
as 1 means to evade payments — and. the selection of a young, keen, jieedy attorney, 
the partner of Mr. Van Buren, who dould play off Chancery and other sorts of law* 
in lieu of specie, when trouble came ; who could drink wine with " the Young 
Patroon" for three hours, behind the bank counter, persuade him to take back the 
base notes of a base bank instead of specie, and give Hoyt the hint to *^ fall in with 
him," and get his ** opinion" to bo used as ** a legal tender" to gull ^* the Dutch,"—- 
are proofs of Barker's cunning, A Bank •President who would pray of a Sunday, 
the loudest and the longest^and on the Monday •huckle over the credulity of 
his country neighbors, who while they received as dollars his worthless promiseg, 
believed he had tons of specie on the way to redeem them- . If such a man shall 
be continued in the very responsible office of U. S. District Attorney, at N. Y., 
with $20,000 of yeariy inconle, by Mr. Polk, or confirmed by the Senate, should his 
name be sent to them, I have mistaken very much the feelings and temper of this 
great republic. 

In his ** secret" note to Mr. Hoyt, July 7> he tells them that there was plenty of 
means to pay, but he would now " hold up." " Ought not the public to wait awhile ?*' 
Let " the public fret a little." He was, (Julj^ 14)^ ** satisfying all fair and proper 
calls,"^ — and (August 24^, Lorenzo Hoyt (his assistant) w^ ** Pitying io ^ slow way.'* 
This, too, not two montns from the date of his assurance, through the press, that the 
bank had abundant means and would pay to the " uttermost farthing !" If David 
Henshaw failed in the Senate, w]»at hope is there fqr B. F. Butler ? He speaks of 
humanity and forbearance, and . in the same breath (his 10th of July postscript), bids 
Hoyt threaten poor Schuyler with the terrors of the Iftw, if he would not redeem his 
note in better currency than that which he and Barker had declared to be ^p* ** the 
best in America." ^ ' - 

Cases are on record, in which Bankers, With empty vaults, have handed parcels 
of their bills to pretended. creditors, who appearing -to come from a distance, and 
receiving, as it seemed, large sums in payment, have produced effects similar to 
that recorded of *♦ the Young Patrooi|." I do. not say that Wiswall was of that 
class, but it is evident, by Mr. Butler*s own showing, that all his redemptions, both 
with cash and the bills of other banks, in May, June, and July, amounted to a smaller 
sum than a real bank pays in an hour or two in the ordinary transaction of its 
business. 

Among those who censured the universal stoppage of Bank payments, and the re- 
lief law of 1837, it is presumed that we will not find on record the name of Benjamin 
Franklin Butler. 

Mr. Hoyt got his friend Butler's letters published as pufili at Albany. ** Your ex- 
tract was well timed," says Butler, (July 3d). ' Here is the extract. 

Frank the Albany Daily Advertiser^ 

Washington and Warren Bank. 

Wednesday, 30th June, 1819. 
Messrs. Websters 60 Skinners, — ^The folbWing is .an extract ftom a letter, dated 
«« Sandy Hill, June 29, 1819." If you think its publication will be of .any seff?iceto 
community, you will please to give it a place in your paper. ^ * ' 

SikNDT Hill, June 29,^ 1819. 
*'' The run upon the bank still continues, but the alarm in this part of the country 
a whoWj subsided. The appearance of Mr, Barker in good health and spirils among 
IS, satisfied the people that the Washington and Warren Bank tootdd sustai-m no loss 
ry his temporary siispension. AJU are delighted with the accommodatmg disposition of 
I4fr. Butler, the President. When there were more calls than he could satisfy with 
lis own hands, he called in his neighbors to assist him in paying. And when there 
vere more than all could attend to, he requested those persons that came with the 
)ill9, to lay them down and" take as many dollars in specie as they left in bills, and 
etire to give room for others* Many came and saw the counter loaded down with 
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gold and silver, ^ and went aw^ satisfied that all was well, and that Sandy HtU w» 
not without its * grains ofgold.^ You maj tell your Albany banks that thej had bet- 
ter be a little more sparing of their denunciations, for 'their own Taults may have to 
atone for the sins of their keepers. SeU all the goods you can for these notes. But yon 
fiad better not send up until the alarm has proved groundless, as you may be trod 
on in the crowds When you do send, however, you will always have the preTereoce 
over brokers in being waited upon, for we do not much admire those leeches upon the 
' body politic* in this part of the countxy." 

Another puff .is given in the New York Evening Post, as an extract of a letter from 
Jacob Barker, dated 28th June. ** I left* Sandy Hill ye^erday. The bank has not 
ttopped payment— ^^ toiU not s^ payment; which please promulgate,** &c. 


CHAPTER Vr. 


J)e' Witt Clinton hlam^d in lifty VUt praised afterward* Paffy spirit degenerating uUb 

faction. Hints for the Convcntioh of iSA6, 

** Clinto^ ia raving mad, beside being a fool,'* says Mr. Butler, in one of his private 
letters to Mr. Hoyt. '*I think- the ^tuation of th^ Governor is daily becoming more 
desperate," says he again. Expressions like these are not unfrequent in his corre- 
spondence, but it would appear, on reference to his remarks and the resolutions whicli 
he moved in the House of Assembly, at the time of Mr. Clinton's death, that he had 
about that time change(^his opinion. I^e there spoke of ** the illustrious dead," whose 
name was more likely to be perpetuated in history than that of any other son of New 
York since its first settlement — said there never* had been aught personal in his 
(Mr. B.'s) opposition, save respect for the charapter and admiration of~the talents of a 
man *^ whose ambition it was to be distinguished as the friend of learning and morals, 
and as the advocate and patron of every measure, calculated to promote the welfare, or 
increase the glory of the State.'* ' , 

*^ Let the statesmen of the present day, those who are now engaged in the career of am- 
bition, learn wisdom from his example/ Th.e grate of Clinton will seon cover the reeol- 
lections of his political honors, and in it will be buried the triumphs and reyerses of the 
hour. But his fame as the patrdn of schools and seminaries of learning, as the friend. (tf 
morals and benevolence,' and as the ardent champion of everygreat public improvement, 
will flourish whil6 time shall last. Need I remind you of his efiorts to call out and to fos- 
ter the latent genius of our people ? Need I speidc of his labors in aid of that great Vork 
which has conferred so much glory on his native State, and so largely contributed to the 
happiness of its inhabitants ? By connecting his fortunes with the success of that stupen- 
dous project, and by devoting to it the best energies of.his mind, what an unfading wreath 
did he secure ! So long as the waters of the great lakes shall flow^ through this new chan- 
nel to thd Atlantic, so long shall history record his name I'' 

I htfve qtioted Mr. B.'s remaHss from the New>York Statesman of February 15, 
1828. Mr. Van Buren's, in a meeting of members of Congress from New Yoric States 
held in the Capitol at Washington, Februazy 19, are taken' from General Green's 
Telegraph ^—• 

<*The high order of his talents, the untiring zeal and great sucofis/ with 'which 
those talents have," through a series of years, been devoted to the prosecution of plans 
of great" public utility, are also known to you" *♦♦•«• the greatest im- 
provement of the age in which we live was commenced under the guidance of his 
councils, and i^lendidly accomplished- under his immediate auspices" * • • • 
** the trhimph of his talents and patriotism, cannot fail to become monnments of 
high and enduring fame." Mr. V. B. then moved a resolution declaring Mr. Clintoii 
the ''proudest ornament'* of New York ^ate, and »<a distinguished ^public bene- 
factor." 
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Why it was that Mr. Butler and his friends gave to the measures of Goremor Clin- 
ton ao almost indiscriminating opposition— why Silas Wright, Azariah C. Flagg, and 
the party enlisted under Mr. Van Buren, taking advantage of an accidental majority 
in the legislaturey^emoved.him from his seat at the canal board, where he had sat 
^.thout salaxy, neither Mr.. Van Buren's nor Mr. Butler*s eulogies will explain— but. 
the following extracts from a letter from the Clerk of the House of AjBsembly, may 
aid those who are in^he habit of guessing : 

■ 

Edward Livingston, Albany, to Jesse Hoyt, New -York 

[Post mark, Albany, Dec. 5,] I82d. — ^* Esleeck put the stories' in circulation in 
New York that I was under Van Buren's influence, made a speech, dec., but you 
linow without my telling you, that he^is an egregious liar. • * * *• * I have 
«een the Governor [Yates] since I last wrote. He is decidedly in favor of Caucus 
nominations, and confouhdedly puzzled ahpit giving the choice of Electors to the 
I^eople-^hvLt he says that the IvEPUBLicAN party ought not to he afraid to go to the 
People, • 

He will recommend the measure, in my opinion. This I wrote you before — but, 
if possible, I am now surer of it than I was before. 

The Republican members of the House, it is thought, will hold a Caucus upon this 
■question ; and, after coming to axonclusion, all go one w(iy or the other. IF CLIN- 
TON IS VERY DANGEROUS THEY WILL GO t)NE WAY, AND IF IT 
IS THOUGHT HE CANNOT MAKE ANY DJFFICUIiTY THEY WILL 
<JO T'OTHER* WAY." 

Was Cardinal De Retz veiy far wrong when he said, that ** nothing but a continu- 
ancd of good fortune is able to fix most men*s friendship ?*' 


Extract from a letter — Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse — dated at Albany, De- 
cember 24th, 1823. — ** A meeting has been called, and is now, this moment, in full 
operation, in relation to the Presidential Electors. It was started by two notorious 
political renegadoes, to wit, W«,. Esleeck and Jacob Lansing — men who, despairing of. 
becoming great by any other means than through the medium of such meetings, and 
*who have become misanthropes because the world and its people will not acknowledge 
their superiority and greatness. To name a few of those who composed the meeting will 
supersede the necessity of any further eomment as to its political cast — P. T. Parker, 
£. Baldwin, William James, J. Alexander, the Townsends, P. Gansevoort, the Cassi- 
4lys, G. Hawley, Spencer, Stafford, &c. I trust that Republicans and the People in 
general will know from whom this popular measure, of giving the choice of Electors 
io the People, emanates. The meatAre itself I must say, as I always have said, is a 
Repu blican one — hui the source from which U springs wiU render it unpopular, wiih 
f^^R^publicans.*' 


CHAPTER VII. 


JVfr. Butler feels public csnsure — is considered, as had as Barker. He exhorts Mr* 
Hoyt to keep the Sahhath^sudteeds Judge Skinner-~is ambitious, quotes Casar, 
becomes An active politiean — a bucktaU. Mr. Barker stops his salary, and takes the 
benefit of the Insolvent Laws. Judge Van NeSs's ermine sullied by hank contact. 

Sandy Hill, Nov. 16, 1819. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. 

My Dear Sir,— •***•• I am certain that no 
poor wight ever labored more sincerely for the public good, or received more of 
public censure and abuse. For the last seven or eight weeks, however, we have had 
comparatively quiet times, und I have had some leisure for law reading and law 
labor. 

You are right in supposing thajtlie late catastrophe (for I consider it the end «, 
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that drama) in the Exchange fiank, is a common miqfortnne. To me especialTy if 
la a great one* I had cheerfully suffered the depreciation of OVK PAPER, that Mn 
B. [Barker] might in the meantime bend all his efforts to the Exchange Bank, and 
in the re/umption of payment there, hoped for the most auspicious results. The 
matter is past mending, and no doubt it is all for the best. We contintte paying 
daily in a smaU ioay, more to relieve the sufferings of community than for any other 
purpose. The creait of the paper is very low in this country— hardly any t)ne takes 
it at par— and were it not for the small payments of which I spoke, no one of my 
neighbors would have any confidence in the ultimate solvency of the institution. 
Some few, inferring from what has Been done and what is now doing, that the 
intention is TO PRESERVE THE BANK, are rather disposed to think favorably 
of the concern. ***** 

By the bye, my character is so depreciated at Albany (according to report) that but 
few of my old acquaintances would acknowledge or receive me. Some of them, I 
hear, have the kindness and condescension to compassionate and pity me, while oth-> 
ers consider me full as had as Jacob Barktr, which in these days is considered a 
pretty severe specimen of invective and reproaoh. So be it. 

« 

They cannot rob roe of free nature's frace, 
They cannot shut the windows of the sky, 
They cannot bar my constant feet to trace 
The woods and lawns, by living stream at eve. 
Of fancy, reason, virtuel naught can me bereaye. 

1 am sorry to observe that you are obliged to- turn casuist in order to reconcile: 
your Stt»c?ay labors to your own sense of duty. ***** No true conso- 
lation can ever be derived from anything that requires the neglect of a religious 
duty. The ways of wisdom, and of wisdom only^ **are ways of pleasantness" — 
her paths, and hers only, " are paths of peace." Mrs. Butler joins in affectionate 
remembrance. Truly yours, 

B. F* B. 


I^ANDT Hill, Dec. 17, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany. 

Mt Dear Sir, — ^We have been much troubled by visitors at the^ 
Bank for the 10 days past. The Court of Common Pleas, which sat in the village- 
a part of two weeks has just adjourned. You can hardly conceive how much I 
was vexed and molested. Every ihan who owned a dollar of our papir made a 
point of bringing it along. I made my debut as an attorney — ^was employed in two 
Causes which I tried and argued, and hs^d very good success. There is but little 
law business doing in this county. Such complaints you never heard from lawyers^ 
of the dullness of the times and the scarcity of money. 

Most truly yours, B.F.BUTLER. 


[Mailed, Hudson, Feb. 9.] 

Hudson, Feb. 7th, 1820. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Attorney at Law, New York. 

Dear Friend,— The release of Mr. Youle is enclosed.- 
We have no Commissifmer at our village, (tie men Jitjbr.il beine; chiefly Bucktails^ 
and I therefore brought it with me. *••••** ^* You are THE 
ONLY PERSON to whom I ever write except on business topics, and perhaps I 
should write less frequently than 1 now do were it not for the occasional necessity 
of the correspondence. Not thilt 1 dislike the employment, or have forgotten the 
friend — ^neither is the case. 

I have a tolerable prospect of getting a livelihood by my profession at Sandj 
Hill, the appointment of Mr. Skinner and his consequent desertion of. the bar, hav- 
ing left room for some other person. I have taken his office, but whether I shall 
fill his place remains to be seen. I Jiave been urged to hold myself in reserve until 
spring and then remove to New York vnth an old friend of ours,* (M. V. B.), but I 

* Mutiny an Barea. 
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prefer remaining where I am. ** A rolling stone gathers no moss/' and though I cer- 
tainly would not have gone from Albany had I known what would have followed, I 
have too much pride to keep always on the move — and upon the whole do not regret 
the removal. Besides, I doubt wnether it would be advisable to locate myself in New 
York, even with the aid of wealth and talents. The samng of Ctesafij mat he vxmld 
rather he the iirst in a small village than the secofid at Kome^ is a fair expression of the 
sentiments of most men, AUNew York Icovld never hope to he even ^e SECOND — 
where I am [Sandy Hill] j^haps Ht may not be too presumptuous to aspire to higher 
honors. I believe Mr. Van Buren does not wish'lo have it known that he removes to 
New York in the Spring, therefore, if you have not already heard of it, you will 
please consider what I say as inter nos. I dm fearful that Mr. Barker's misfortunes 
will prevent you from realizing all the prospects you indulged in when 1 last saw you. 

Since my resolution to get all the law business I could, and to present. myself be- 
fore the public in that capacity, I have thrown off the restraints I had before pre- 
served with regard to an interference in County affairs, and have engaged with some 
warmth, but pure intentions {as I hope), in the political warfare* 

Education, habit, inclination and principle all conspire to make me A BUCKTAIL. 
I have no sinister views to gratify — no resentments to satiate— rno other object hut the 
well being of the State-— therefore my endeavors shall be to confine myself within the 
golden rule, of '* doing to others what I v^ould have them do to me." 

I have received a lefter from Mr. Barker, stating that the hank was unable to pay 
me the salary I have hitherto received any longer, which is what I have been compelled 
to look for for some time past^ and which will render my prospects rather gloomy. 

, B. F. BUTLER. 


CH4PTE;R VIII. 


Mr, Butler an Judge Wi W. Van Nesi. Van Ness and (he Bank. BMer, Barker^ 
and ike conspiracy trials o/'\826-7. 'The Life and Fire Company. Stockjobbing. 
Barker's Conviction and Letters^. Mr. Van Bure;i and the Washington and War- 
ren Bank Charter. * • 

Mr. Butler io Mr, Hoyt. 

Albany, March 17, 1820. 
My dear friend, • • * * * It is but seldom that I hear from ourfHend 
Mr. Barker, for the very substantial reason, as I suppose, that he has nothing to com- 
municate. Do you think he will be discharged in April ? And can you form any 
sort of estimation as to the ultimate result of his affairs? ****** 
I do not yet precisely know what tfre Mr. Van Buren's expectations, nor do I be- 
lieve he does himself. Mr* Edmonds, who is now with him, has had some con- 
versation with him on the subject of business at New York, bitt I have no appre-- 
hensions that he would form a connection with so young apvactiti^ner. * * * * 

# * * * Tiie ♦Comsiittee of Inquiry mtendea to report next week, but as 

♦ Mr. Bntler here alludes to a committee of the Assembly, appohited to inquire into the conduct of Judftt 
W. W. Van, Ness, accused of taking* bribes. In January, 1820, the N. Y. American ftiade a specific chailpo 
against the' Judge, a member of the Assembly of N. Y., and an Attorney of Colambia Co., that they had 
shared $20,000 of a bribe from the banlt of Amejica for assisting in the passage of its special charter, itt 
1813. General Root moved for a Committee on the 28th, to inquire whether it was true that Judge V. N. 
had accepted $5000 for his services to the bank in the Council of Revision, and remarked, "that if ml tho 
circumstances of bribery and corraption that marked the progress of that charter were to be deve\ape€ and 
unraveled, it would take the committee a long time to perform their duty." A committee of nine was ap- 
pointed. The Judge, instead of coming manfully forward, like an innocent man, asked to be allowed the 
aid of four distiogoished lawyers, he himself also pleading his own cause. Six of the committee were alea 
lawyers, andtheS- chairman was the partner of the Judge's senior counsel. ' Quirks and quibbles thexe were 
In abundance, but, say Messrs. Charles King, J. A. Hamilton, and Johnston Verplanck, in The Aroencan,«r 
April 13th—" under all these restrictions our case was fully made out." It was shown that, - , . . 

1. The Board of Directors of the bank of America infused to permit so much of their b<»l|; orminutee to 
be seen by the Commitfee as contained the entry for the payment to Elisha Williams, of. 98p,W0, wltb tba 
uses it was to be put to, and the motives for the payment, though that entry would probauy M»T«^Miuaa 
^thequ^on. ^ 


28 BANKERS XND JUDGES IN TROUBLE. 

Judge Van Ness has Dot yet returned, 1 dq not Jbelieve they will be read^. That con- 
cern looks very dark for his Honor. If he is ijmocent he has been very unwise in the 
course he has adopted. If he shall be convicted, ultimately, what a degradiiig cir- 
cumstance it-will be for the judicial character of our State ! It was onu bur pride 
and ornament — ^but how are the confidence and. respect of the public to be presenred 
when its members are suspected, much less when they. are arraigned for **high crimes 
and misdemeanors ?** — In truth your rery sincerebfriendp 

B. F. BUTLER, 

Tbe reader may have perhaps had an impression that, in 1819« Mr. Butler was in 
Some degree, the dupe of his cunning relative, Jacob Barker. Such Was in no re- 
spect the case. Between these financiers and their friend Mr. M. Van Buren the veiy 
best understanding continued \o prevail, and. prevails to this very hour. Mr. Butler 
acted as Mr. Barker's agent long after he le{l Sandy Hill — did business for the W. & 
W. bank, when, after ** getting in its notes," it opened shop again — ^was Mr. Barker's 
advocate when, in 1826-7 he was thrice tried, never acquitted but again and again de- 
clared to be guilty of enormous frauds, by upright s^nd intelligent juries, in the New 
York Circuit Court — and pleaded hard with the juxy not to convict, aiding also other 
*' financiers*' then there placed in some trouble, to appease a pillaged and insulted 
community, and escape the penitentiary an3 pillory, a doom which some of them veiy 
richly merited.* 

3. The receipt which Mr. Burrall took from Williams for that snm, which he handed to his successor and 
asked him to orin^ it to Albany, the latter refused, saying it would not be necessary, and when at Albany 
denied all recollection of it. 

8. Messrs. John Duer and Rudolph Bunner swear positively that Judge Van Ness twice confessed to each 
of them, separately, that he was entitled to one thinl of the $20,000 received by Williams— that he feared 
that Williams meant to defraud hio), and only give him $5000— that the money was a gratuity to him (the 
Judge) from the bank of America— and that Williams claimed a part of the cash for Grosvenor, of Columbia 
Co., on the express grounds that he had been as useful in getting the bill through the Legislature as either 
of them. This was the bank which Governor Tompkins prorogued the Legisfature rather than agree to its 
incorporation in 1612. 

4. It was shown that Judge V. N. had given contradictorr accounts ^ the way he became entitled to this 
** gratuity,*'— that Mr. Williams had done the same — and^hat a stor^bout an agreement of the bank of 
America to lend the (country) bank of Columbia $150,000 in cash, for 15 years, at 3 per cent interest, on the 
security of the corporation, to benefit the former bank, for cancelling which Mr. Williams asserted that the 
$30,000 was obtained, was quite ablurd. Mr. Wolcott, who alone conducted the negotiation with Mr. WU- 
Uams, swore he never heard of it— and that no additional security was ^ked or given — that a loan was 

' agreed on, but at 6 per cent instead of 3 — ^to jurove ^hich he produced the original proposal of even date 
with the bond. The Judge got the $5000, it is true, but General Root's inquiry affected his health— he died 
•ojne years after. 

'What a dangerous thing, in a country where every one depends qn the la# as a protector, is it to have 
Judges ready to hold out the hand for " a gratuity," while with the tongue anu pen they sit as the paid min- 
isters of the law, perverting justice! With Mr. Van Ness, bank gratuities were not new. when, in 
March, 1805, a faithful committee of the Assembly of that day asked leave to report the evidence of whole- 
sale bribery in the matter of the Merchants' Bank charter, leave was refused, and six members implicated 
in the charge added, to delay or crush investigation ; of these TAt. Van Ness was the first named, and he 
appears in unenviable preeminence on the memorials of legislative frailty \n those early times of bank 
fraud. The ptets had ezoosed thelegislature-^Mr. Van Ness voted for a motion to prosecute the editor of 
the pitizen for libel, whlcn was agreed to, and a^^Linat another to permit him on the trial to give the truth 
In evidence, and it was rejected. 

Judge Van Ness and Elisha Williams were old coUeagiws, rentlemen of talent, perhaps, but seemias^j 
regardless of the institutlsns and morals of their country. I think it was Governor Lewis who selected tib&s 
corrupt legislator as a Supreme Court judge, In 1^. 

* The extraor<dnary failures, in^ctments, and trials of 1896-7, and the parts played In them bjr Messis. 
Butler and Barker ought to receive a brief notice here. 

It is the interest of the land owner and steady-going business-man and capitalist, to have the currency, 
the money in circulation, by which houses, lands, manufactures, labor &c. are measured, of one real sub- 
stantial, uniform vaJue. When galkiblers in the legislature are allowed to tamper with the money current 
In the country, they pursue their private interests at the expense of the state, which they speedily throw 
Into confasion, create innumerable profitable jobs at every turn of the dice, change their ideal pe^r shekels 
Into the more solid substance of land, and laugh at the folly of its ancient possessors, in allowing them to 
do all this. Mr. Barker, having, as hb says, nothing more to losd, entered Wall street as a dealer in 
stocks and funds, scrip and hocus pocns ; and ii) September 18S6 was indicted by a New York grand jury, 
along with Messrf. Mark Spencer (who had figured in 1823. in the Chemical Bank affairs,) G. W. Brown, 
smd others, for conspiring together to swindle or defraud the Morris Canal, Tradesmen's,, and Fulton Banks, 
and the Life and Fire Co., all of that city. After a trial of twenty-five davs the jury disagreed, a lottery- 
o&ce broker, having, as it is stated, stood out for Barker. They were tried again in the Circuit Court, be- 
fore Judge Edwards, in November, and found guilty. Barker applied to the Supreme Court,- got a new 
trial, and was on the 1 2th of July, 1827, a second time found guilty. Mr. Maxwell, District Attorney, did 
his duty nobly, in behalf of the country— but what will not money, party influence, and ajiost of influential 
and learned counsel effect for a partisan stock-jobber, when caught as Barker was ? The indictments, tri 
als, verdicts, and the expense, vast as that must have been, ended in a heavier tax on honest citizens, and 
Jacob escaped the State Prison, through the aid of such a judiciary as Van Buren, Hoyt, Blair, Butler, and 
(VSullivan describe. I hope the Convention, in 1846, will purify it a little. 

It was stated on Barker's trials that he had lent the U£o and Fire Co. $130,000 to prevent it ironi stop- 
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Oo the 7th. of May, 1821, the Sandy Hill Times announced, that the banking 
business would' soon be resunied in that village, and that Mr. George fi,. Barker, the 
Successor of B. F. Butler, as cashier, had arrived, and was preparing for the resump- 
tion of payments in " the precious metal.** No such resumption, however, took place 
for years — this announcement was, itself, a new speculation at the expense of the 
farmer. 

In 1823, this G. B.. Barker was in Nantucket, making interest to be a New York 
auctioneer. In 1824, its notes being bargained for at a few cents per dollar, the bank 
began to pay again for a time. 


ping payment— and this at <& time when that corporation was making diyidende ont of pretended profitii 
-which induced the public to place confidence where none was due. How could he, an msolvent debtor, 
with two broken banks tied to his skirts, lend any one $130,000 ? Jf he had that sum why did he not pay 
his debts ? Barker's -brother-in-law became* bankrupt in Liverpool, Jan. 1816, but he says he lost out 
very little by him— that his (Barker's) original capital was |i250,000, and that his bank note circulation 
Mras for a long time over half a million of dollars ! What losses did he sustain to outweigh the vast capi- 
tal and enormous gains here displayed before us? Messrs. Butler and Barker joined, in August, 1819, in 
the most solemn and apparently sincere declarations, that the wealth to pay all debts was sure and abun- 
dant. Theh comes poverty— then $130,000 [in Butler's speech he says $330,010] are lent to prop a dis- 
honest corporation— fraud, say the juries, followed next, and there the curtain drops. Not only did Bar- 
ker hire the most eminent lawyers of the age to defend him, 'but was also indulged by the judge with the 
privilege, denied to poorer men,-of speaking ^for himself as if hQ had been undefended by others— but all 
would not do. 

During his second trial, Mr. Maxveell asked his fnend and witness, Joseph D. Beers—" Is Mr. Barker a 
man of large property or an insolvent 1" The reply was—" As relates to his Exchange notes 1 believe he 
does net pay them — but he fulfills all his other engagements. He detU* to a very great amount^makes laj^a 
contracts— and always seems to have the means and disposition to fulfill them." 

In August, 1824, the Life and Fire Co. had $440,000 on hand— being all its capital, and $60,000 of profits. 
From that day to Its hopeless insolvency in July, 1.896, not a line was written either in Statement Book. 
Journal, or Ledger— they were all kept eighteen months, designedly, blank, witti officers getting $2,290 
each to fill them up ! The Company had a president with $2,260 salary, a secretary at $2,390 more, adso his 
assistant, and two clerks. Mr. Barker was at the office almost every day for six months before the failure, 
and during these six months Uie* directors were never once assefnbled? When the concern was ready to 
fail, Vermilyea, a director, and one or two of the- clerks opened the iron chest and handed to Barker securi- 
ties for debts due the company to the amount of $600,000, and made no entry on the books that they had 
done so ! This assignment would have enabled Mr. Barker to pay himself in full for the money he had 
lent, when he bought the bonds at a great discount, and also to have bargained for .other worthless obliga- 
tions of the bankrupt coiocem, to use as a set-off against the securities in his hands, while other creditors 
would have gone penniless. If, by an understanding with the officers, he knew that $617,000 value in se- 
curities would be delivered to mn» at the failure, July 18, that knowledge would have enabled him to pre- 
'pare for making the most of the prefefence, which the officers made of him to receive the spoil. Was there 
no consideration in the case f Believe that who can. , 

They also appointed him (an Insolvent debtor !) their attorney and agent to wipd up the concern. Is not 
this very like Beers's N. A. Trust Co. and its eight or ten trusts ? 

The company had not been two years in business, with a capital of $400,000, when it failed for a nillion 
of dollars, ruining many, and evidently so intending. Lives were insured ; ditto, houses from danger by 
fire ; ditto', risks by sea voyages ; trusts were received, annuity business done, and the whole was a mere 
jack-o-lantem or will-o-the-wisp to deceive the unwary by '* act of parliament.*' Books in confusion, di- 
rectors cashiered, officers fraudulently dividing profits when both stock and profits had vanished, enormous 
debts contracted, the public plundered, honest Jacob Barker the only gainer— he, who knowing that a lend- 
ing institution was always borrowing at a sacrifice, declared i^ to be to his knowledge solvent and good I In 
May, 1826, $250,000 in Life and Fire bonds were very disreputably exchanged for 2500 shares of Morris Canal 
stock, this again was exchanged for 2000 shares of Fulton Bank stock, which went into the hands of the 
Mercantile Company that same day, was at once transferred to Catlin, Worth, Ac. ; the avails finally got 
-within the grip of honest Jacob Barker-^and $7000 of commissions were paid to Spencer and Brown, two of 
the Fulton directors, as a^ inducement for tlifim to agree to the exchange. $260,000 value of Tradesmen's 
Bank stock were transferred to Aid. Rathbone for Life and Fire bonds, of which Barker had 800 sh'ares.' 
Why had he them ? Why did he retusn them ? 

Mr. Leavitt, now the Receiver of the N. A. Trust Co., was a strong witness against Barker— he asked 
him very insulting questions* and when rebuked, said he had done so to impeach him, and that he had im- 
peached himself. For thus calling Mr. Leavitt perjured he was fined $100— he next libelled two of the ju- 
rors, was tried for so doing, found guilty and fined. He showed, that of 10,000. shares in the Fulton Bank, 
the Commissioners had given 5000 to one man— Alderman Rathbone— who, although he had not paid one 
cent on his shares,, controlled ttie elections, which control and stock he sold to Spencer and Brown, who 
. -vfere convicted with himself, fdr a bonus of $75,000— being his share at least of th^ profits of " special 
privileges." 

I have been thus particular In adrerting to Mr. Barker's career after the fUlure of a bank of his, which, 
to his knowledge^ as lie said, was '* as good as any other, if not the very best, in America," in order that his 
conduct and Mr. Butler's language on his (Barker's) last trial (June and July, 1827) may be compared. Mr. 
Barker published (Gould, printer) in 1927, the trial in one volume, with his friend Butler's speecn, to which 
I shall now refer. Sutler grumbles because the spectators, " governed by the same spirit that inflames the 
ferocious savage, when he utters the yell of triumph in the ears of a foe, prostrate at his feet, or bound to 
the blazing tree* hM dared once and again, in a manner the most reprehensible, to interrupt the solemnities 
of this trial, and to exult in the anticipated manyrdom of my devoted client"— and the newspapers speaking 
of one of the verdicts of guilty, add that it was received with acclamations that shook the hall— it was pub- 
lic indignation against the evil doers, and could not be controlled. '^ 

Mr. Butler next lugs in religion, and say? " you will join with roe in supplicatin^f the Father of Lights," 
Ac. " If you wished to make yourselves acquainted with the properties of an insect you would use a 
microscope ; but when you desire to ■ investigate the elements and relations of a planet, you will select a 
larger instrument. Give to Mr. Barker the benefit of this obvious principle. ***** I can 
defeni him with a clear conscience. ***** He has ever been found faithful to h!s trust." p. 238 
to 364. / 


30 , HOW THE WASHINGTON AND WARREN BANK WAS CHARTERED. 

In a letter, fVom New York, March 12, 1823, Mr. Jacob Barker writes to Mr. Jesse 
Hoyt, " I have no news to tell you — am poor, out of business, with bad prospects, yet 
cannot but smile at the freaks of fortune — money very scarce, stocks falling. . . . 
What think you of the application for the Tradesmen'' 8 Bank ? I feel an interest in 
its favor on account of Mr. Worth — ^yet I cannot believe it will pass. ... If s)ie 
[Ross's ship] goes the rounds well, she will probably make him a great voyage while 
I a poor deval am not making any thing." 

/Deval, terific, disolved, vissit, proclame, co-opperate, will show Mr. Barker's way 
of gelling certain words in his autograph letters. 

To B. F. Butler, Esq,, Albany. 

Bank of Washington and Warren, Dec. 29, 1826. 
Dear Sir — This will be handed you by J. F. Shlrrill, who goes to Albany for the 
purpose of procuring some specie. I want $3000, and send you that amount in bills. 
Mr. Barker says he has written Mr. Olcott on the subject. I should not trouble you^ 
but want the business done correctly, and fear to trust it alone with Mr. Shirrill. I 
send a draft for % 3000 ; which, if Mr. O. prefers, you will please han'd him — ^but I 
shotild prefer his taking the notes. If you have to give him the draft you will please 
deposit the notes in the M. and F. Bank, to our credit, whiQh will make a specie de- 
posit of that amount in 'Albany. 

Yours with esteem, G. K. BARKER, Cashier. 

How could Mr. Jacob Barker, if he was poor, lend, in 1825-6, immense sums of 
money to banks and insurance companies, and be honestly possessed of stocks valued 
at a million of money ? If poor, in 1822, how was he able to organize an association 
to control the North River Bank? If he had raeaAs then, why did he not redeem at 
par the bills of the Washington and Warren Bank, which had, by the dishonest pro- 
ceedings I have mentioned, been forced upon the public ? Or, if his credit was mend- 
ing, why did he allow four years and a l^ilf to elapse between the failure and reopen- 
ing of the concern ? Was not the Exchange Bank, which he did not pretend to re- 
invigoratej enough, ox must the pObUc bleed yet farther ? Able personal, political, 
and financial friends — a long purse — rottenness somewhere (not among the New York- 
ers, nor in the jury box, certainly) — saved him from well merited punishment — and in 
1828 he set up for Senator for the first district, puffed himself in Noah's Advocate, and 
finding that New York had n o des ire to benefit by his senatoriaf talents, prudently re- 
signed in favor of his friend {^ the inventor of the Tammany Hall Bank, Mr. Sts- 
pben Allen. 


Mr. Fitz Greene Hallech to Mr, L. Hoyt, at Albany. , 

New York, May.l, 1829. 
Dear Sir — ^I send by the steamboat Victory, which leaves here this afternoon at 5 
o'clock, a box containiag hank notes addressed to George R. Barker, Sandy Hill, which 
we shall be much obliged by vour forwarding to him by the very first opportimity. I 
wish you to keep a memorandum of all the expenses you are at, and the various trans- 
actions you attend to, and make suitable charge therefor. .It is all for account of cor- 
porations ** which have no sourls," whose stockholders cannot expect confidendal 
eerviees of this kind to be performed without paying. 

Y«our assured friend, 

F. G. HALLECK, for Jacob Barker. 


Jacob Barker, New York, to Lorenzo Hoytt Albany. 

New York, 1st May, 1830. 
Dear Sir — You have h^ewith recommendation of sundry persons interested in 

the Bank of Washington and Warren.* If Mr. Sherman should be selected, he 

■ 

* How far Mr. Jacob Barker was interested in the original application for a charter to the Washington and 
"Warren Bank— if at all— is not generally known. The bill, as it passed the Assembly, appointed Halsey 
Kogers, a creature of Mr. Van Buren's, and others, to " open the books !'» and distribute the stock, (then 
worth 80 to 85 per cent, premiam,) among the faithful. Halsey was a true type of the Van Buren judiciary, 
Jint judge (.' .' /} of Warren Coanty, and, no doubt correctly described on the Senate joumal of iSM, as a 
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^7j\\ . give Aldwman Gideon Lee and John R. Hedley, Esqs., as security — ^they are 
highly respectable and responsible men. Alderraan Lee is very rich. The names of 
some stockholders have been mentioned, but as a question of liability ^U arise from 
the peculiar phraseology of the act of incorporation, I think it would 1R very unwise 
to appoint any party interested, therefore I hope that Mr. Lathrop or Mr. Sherman 
will be appointed, or both of them. 

Yours sincerely, JACOB BARKER. 


CHAPTER IX. 


Mr. Butler abandons Sandy If ill, Lorenzo Hoyt^s morals*^ Poverty of the hr others 
Hoyt. Albany, Office only for Bucktails, War to he avoided. The Convention 
of 1846. 

I think it is De Retz who tells us that *^ those that are guilty of ingratitude 
seldom perceive it, because the same inclination thatleads them to it, leads them first 
to lessen in their thoughts, the obligations they have received from their benefactors.'* 

Tile character, " gailty** of letting himself dishonestly out " for snch rewards as may be extorted from the 
fears and hopes of applicants to the Legislature," and from " the timid and desperate.^ So saith Sudam's 
Report, and no doiibt truly. 

The Regency Senate threw out the bill, March 94th, 1817, Cantine and his "brother-in-law Buren both de- 
claiming and voting against it. Yeas 15— nays 13. 

Four days after. Senator Hart moved to restore the bill— this required two-thirds of the Senate, wbich 
had then 37 members. If Mr. Van Buren was opposed to banks, why did he vot6 for this bill, when Jku mere 
ahatnce would have prevented it from being K^m placed on the order of the day ? And having done so, 
why did he deny it in 1836, and declare, in his Sherrod Williams letter, that he haid never voted but for the 
old Bbffalo bank t Are not 18 two-thirds of 27— and was not he one of the 18 ? Was not his relative. Can- 
tine of the ArguSj another ? WJiat sort of argumtntM had the applicants for this bank used in the course of 
the four days with a couple of money-loving lawyers, who had " special privileges" to bestow or withhold, 
which induced them to iaiik and vote on both $ide*— for and against — bank and anti-bank T Guess, reader— 
fuess. 

*' Of all inventions, which have been put in operation, in this country, to promote the inordinate accumu- 
lation of wealth, the most exceptionable are incorporated bompanies ; and the worst of all incorporated 
companies are BANKS."— Lt/e of Van Bwren^ by Holland^ assisted by Butler, p. 301. 

"** Their notes are called money, and are made to perform its functions ; and the prerogative of the Federal 
Oovemment has thus, in fact, been usurped by those corporate bodies." — lb. j». 303. 

** It is well kilown that those fathers of democracy, George Clinton and Daniel D. %)mpkin8, were opposed 
to banking incorporations of almost every kind. Mr. Van Buren coincided with them in this sentimenti and 
it was, doubtless, the general sentiment of the democracy of the State."— /i. p. 85. 

Demosthenes caught a cold^a v^y bad cold— after accepting the golden bribe of his country's enemies. 
Be could no longer speak in public— he was so vesy hoarse. Messrs. Bishop and Kemble might, like the 
Athenian orator, fall from a state of political grace for a <tin«, but surely their great leader couldn't ! " I 
faave always been opposed to the increase of banks,"«aid he te Sherrod Williams. How could he be expected 
to add, " and therefore recommendedT and voted for them ! !" '* I have known" Mr. Van Buren '* long and 
Intimately,", said Senator Benton. " He is a real hard-money man ; opposed to the paper system ; in fkvqr 
of a national currency of gold." And yet this hard-money man could wheel about ana reston to life Jacok 
Barker's W. and W. Bank, receiving a new light within' the space of four days. Wonderful ! And his law 
partner, Mr. Butler, could, with his advice and consent, accept the presidency of that fraudulent corpora- 
tion — and when it had closed its doors, return back to his old partnership. Miraculous ! " An introduction 
of a new bank into the most distant of our villages, places the business of that village within the influence 
of the money power of England," said Mr. Van Buren, in a presidential message from Washington— but he 
omitted to tell that he had placed within that and other yet worse influences the bsjok once located up aft 
Sandy HiU ! 

The " restoration" of the W. and W. took place on the 98th— Mr. Enos T. Throop's Auburn Bank bill 

RLssed the Senate next day, without air opposing voice— Mr. Van Buren and everybody else being in its faror. 
ext came the final passage of the W. and W. (March 31st,) and the Senate that had been 15 to 18 against 
It, sent it up to the Gpvemor and Council, by a vote of 15 to 0. Cantine now for the bill— Van Buren below 
the bar ! Senators Mallory and Swart had voted it down at their leader's bidding on the S4th ; now they 
wheeled into line and voted it up again ! 

The W. and W. Bank bill provided that it was to issue its notes whenever the stockholders had paid inte 
Its capacious vaults ten cents on the dollar of its capital, and that the operatibns of discount and deposite 
Were to be carried on at Sandy Hill only. What its oporatioHS there consisted in, may be seen hj consultinf 
the descriptive epistles of Mr. President Butler. By the mbnth of Februarv, 1819, its promises to paj 
$S78,A93, were in the hands of the people, in the form of bank notes, yielding Mr.BtLrker f 19,538 of interest^ 
from that source alone. How was it in February, 1830 ? 

Mr. Barker doffed his Quaker garb about the time that war was decided on, in I8IS, and turned fUnd- 
monger. After his insolvency, in 1831-2, he challenged his neighbor, David Rogers, to fight a duel, was 
tried, convicted, and declared iheligible to hold any oflSce. What the revising court did with the sentence I 
have not heajd. " Duels are a happy invention of civilization, which enable the man who has injured an- 
other, to shoot him also, and gives him who has for years forfeRed his honor, the power of fighting, to prove 
that though he possesses not the substance, he adheres to the shadow." 

Mr. Barker, Hazard, his father-in-law ta Fulton Bank director,) J. A. Buchanan and others, petitioned 
Congress for a Bank of the United States, with 30 millions capital, in 1814. In 1839, Mr. Barker issued a. 
pamphlet with the same proposal— only' the stock to be 70 mUlions ! He says publiclv what his con- 
federates write in secret-^** VVe want as a government a great paper bank, the stock to be by ns pzoperlr 
4iBir:ibttted." 
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Lorenzo Hoyt, whom th^pious Mr. Butler had instructed in the mvpteries of law, 
religion, and finance, was a law pupil of the firm of Van Buren and Butler, and, as the 
latter tells us, ** a very fine youth." The principle he avpws to his brother Jesse, 
without any af»ology, in his letter of March 7, 1824, that any thing he could do to the 
prejudice of his benefactor, Mr. Livingston, and his own benefit, was justifiable, pro- 
vided his treachery was not found out, is as bad as any thing we have heard ascribed 
to the dangerous order of Jesuits. His teachers must have been somewhat neglectful 
of his morals. Mr. L. had no idea that young Hoyt was trying 'to supplant him. 
On the 3d of January 1822, he thus wrote his brother : — ** Sutherland in caucus says 
that when he told Lorenzo that I had the nomination, [of Clerk of Assembly,] that 
Lorenzo jumped up two feet at least. This bespeaks animation. I am much pleased 
with Lorenzo, and his situation will improve very much under the tuition of Seger 
the Deputy." 

The situation of the brothers Hoyt at this time, was im enviably poor, and perhaps 
it would have been better for society that it bad ren^ained so. 'Mr. Hoyt*s cruel, vi- 
cious, profligate, and persecuting, career as Collector of the Customs for the port of 
New York, was at this period of his life not even dreamt of. He was a mere adven- 
turer, who was ready to perform the services Mr. Van Buren required, in the hope of 
obtaining bfiSce and its emoluftients through his influence, and his career was for a 
time successful. Mr. Livingston's unsuccessful effort to make Mr. R. R. Ward, the 
law partner of Jesse Hoyt, a master ih chancery, because he had not been long enough 
a bucktail, will show how afiairs went at Albany^ better than a labored essay. 


Mr, Butler to Mr. Hoyt» 


Albany, JtTly 19, 1820. 

DxAB Friekp, f • *, • • We are boarding at Mr. Jones,* directly opposite 
our office, (Gilbert Stewart's house,^ where we have very pleasant lodgings. Our de- 
parture from Sandy Hill was so sudaen, that we left all oi:g: furniture in the house, and 
for the present shall continue to board out. 

As to business, I have enough to keep me very busy — chiefly in Chancery — old and 
new. It would be well enough Were it not so long before the cash was realized. But 
it must come some* day or oth^r* I think my expectations will not be disappointed. 
At all events, as I told you before, I am for the Law and nothing else — and I regret 
now that Mr. Van Buren ever thought of leaving his profession, which you know 
was what put it into my head to leave him. I think I shall make my debut at August 
term in the argument of some motions and cases. Though as to the last I am rather 
squeamish. Mr. V. B. is certainly very desirous to assist me. He has several heavy 
causes in which he insists on my speaking. 

I like Albany about as little as you do — and, tpith the exception of a few persons wk^ 
er« worthy ofesteem^ have very little to say to the goodly inhabitants of this renowned 
metropolis. I think the eastern junto the most disagreeable part of the^i. They are 
generally bigots in politics, and veryfidl of prejudice and envy. 

Lorenzo is a veiy fine youtii. I have got him at the Latin Grammar, in which he 
makes tolerable progress. I shall pay p&rticular attention to him. I have paid $1-25 
for the order to the Register, so that you owe me 25 cents. My compliments to Mr. 
Barker, &c. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 


Post mark, Alb2(ny, Mar. 8. 
Mr, Lorenao Hoyt to his brother Jesse, ar40 Wall street^ Aw York, 

Albany, March 7, 1824, Sunday evening. 
Dear Brother : — ^Yours of the 4th came duly to hand. The substance of it I 
had anticipated, as I saw a letter X\ikt Mr. Thompson received from you while here^ 


cannot succeed in getting the office you sought. If a person has nothing else U 
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depend upon fbr a livelihood than offices, which at all tiftes depend u^fia the flat* 
tuations of party predominance, I think l^e will soon go to pot, I thoylg'ht however* 
your services for the party had been sufficient to raise a just and equitable claim for 
some little office of the kind, that you nave been endeavoring to obtain ; but it ap- 
pears that the opinion of a majority of the Hon. the Corporation and my own are at 
variance. Well, I see we have got to contend with poverty and misfortunes as long 
as we remain in this life, and what we shall have to ** battle the watch'* with in the 
next the Lord onlv knows. You mention your business is again increasing a little, 
which I hope is the case, for if it. does not, where the end of 1824 will &3d us, I 
should not like to undertake to say. ^^ 

I understood Mr. Thompson, I think, if the river opened soon, that he should be 
up again before the dose of the sessipn ; if he will not be up again / shall write 
him about what you mentioned, and shall also speak confidentially to one or two of 
my friends, myself, on the subjett ; for, ANYTHING I CAN DO tO THE PREJ- 
UDICE OF LIVINGSTON AND BENEFIT OF MYSELF, I THINK I AM 
PERFECTLY JUSTIFIABLE IN DOING, PROVIDED ALWAYS THAT HE 
DOES NOT FIND IT OUT.* . 

I thinkr and have thought all winter, that it would be best for me, after the 
Legislature adjourns, 9r alter I get my pay., and square the yards here, to go some 
where else and locate for the summer, with a view to carry into effect the special 
order of the day, to wit, economy. Should you approve oi this suggestion, I will 
mention Utica, as a place combining both the great objects I have in view, economy 
and improvement. Mr. Lynch says I can get board there in respectable boarding* 
bouses at the rate of from 16s. to ISs. per week, whereas I pay here through all the 
summer, 268. I should regret very much to leave Mr. Butler, but I know it is de-^ 
cidedly for my interest to do so, and with your consent and approbation, I feel very 
much inclined to do it this spring. Charles is goins to leave, and is going some^ 
where in the Western country to settle, and I shall have no person to i^iYe me any 
instruction in my studies if I stay. Mr. Butler cannot do it, because he is ccHistantly 
engaged in his own business. 

The Senate take- up the Electoral bill tomorrow, and no doubt will treat it at 
THE POOR THING descrvcs. I will write you how they get dlong with it. I have 
been almost vexed at you for not writing me oftener. I wish you would write me 
ad often as possible. My love to all. 

' Yours affectionately, L. HOYT. 

Extracts from a letter — Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Je8se-~dated, Albany, Dec. 
24th, 1823. — '* Mr. Livingston's electipn to the Clerkship of the Assembly, I con- 
sider beyond doubt. His most prominent opponent is ' , a man devoid of 
every principle of honor, who is willing to sacrifice his character, and anything else 
that a man ought to esteem, at the shrine of Uvarice. 

If by any casui omissus Livingi^ton should lose his election, I shall endeavor te 
ebtain a situation under hts successor.**. 

Extract of a letter, Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany, to Jesse his brother, in New York-^ 
dated Albany, Sept. 10, 1832, Sunday. — <^I should be very much pleased to ac- 
company you to Washington this month ; but as I shall not be able to go more than 
GQce, I believe I shall wait till winter, or early in the spring. Perhaps I shall have 
a case o/ CONGRESSIONAL LOBBYING, by which I can make it a jaunt of pleasure 
and profit. 

[Postmark Albany, March 26, 182-.] 

fesse Hoyt, Esq., 40 Wall street. New York. Monday evening. 

Dear Hoyi, — I was unable to procure the appointment of Ward as an 
Examiner in Chancery, as they thought here that HE HAD NOT BEEN A 
BUCKTAIL LONG ENOUGH, and they would not let your m^its count in hi» 
favor ; I therefore changed my ground, and had you appointed. I hope this will 

* Straoge doctrine this^-and from a " republican" too ! Mr. Hoyt aeemed te hare had in hia mind the^ 
IbUowing lines in Caldex Campbell— 

** Nor in the eyes, nor from the words of men 
Hope thon to read their heart. All are alike 
The hypocrites of circumstance." 
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te grateful ro you, and my friend Ward. Let Ward act as your sWom clerk. It 
is supposed ^be legislature will adjourn about the 10th of April : the sooner the 
better. Everything in the political way goes on smoothly. Young looks as if he 
had been bled ; I feel sorry for unsuccessful candidates. I think in this state we 
ought to have a peculiar prayer for such people^ and especially one in the Coaimon 
Prayer Book. I shall soon have the pleasure of seeing you. Write me a long 
letter. 

(In haste,) Your's sincerely^ E. LIVINGSTON. 


I hear much said in Congress, the Newspapers^ private circles, &c., about going to 
War for Oregon, for Texas, for Canada, foi^ Mexico, for our rights, and so forth — and 
there was a time when I did not dread war. But when I look at the successful 
efforts of such men as I am describing in this volume, to corrupt the whole mass of 
society, to substitute the machinery propelled by a band of covetous, unprincipled 
factious politicians, for the healthful influences of our free, elective institutions ; I 
tremble lest their power over the public press and other appliances should hasten the 
Union into a war. It is reform at home, equal laws, and faithful public stewards that 
America requires. It is enemies within that our countxy should set about subduing, 
far more than enemies without* 

War is a great burthen to a country, but it is doubly so when bad men bear rule. 
Well may Americans now say, as Joshua, by the commaiid of God, said to Israel 
of old, ** There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel ; thou canst not 
stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing from among you." 
Gentle and courteous reader, do not these pages, «das ! too clearly prove, that there is 
also an Achan in the democratic camp ? 

Let him be tried at the Convention of 1^46, and thers receivs die reward of a 
troubler of our IsraeL 


CHAPTER X. 


Party Management Origin of the friendship of Messrs. Hoyt and Van Buren, 
Why Mr. Hoyt got the N, Y. Collector shi^, Mr* V. B. endorses his friend^s pa^ 
per — sends Jesse to collect debts, MiHer^s lihel suit against Noah, who offers to 
fuit the shipf "for a consideration" Naphtali Phillips. His son introduced by 
Noah, and proves a defaulter for $600^000. " Stray sheepi" goaded by their 
constituents. Butler gives Noah his cue, via Hoyt, — ** the old forms and estab* 
iished usages,"** — Bucktail organization in N Y. More hints to Noah, who rf#- 
spatches Naphtali Phillips to Albany. More patronage. Confidential Epistles 
by Mr. Van Bureru 

**What can I do for you?" said Mr. Pitt one morning, when first minister of 
England, to one of his most devoted and obsequious dependents. " Only h&w to ms 
when we meet in public," was the sagacious reply. If would increase his influencs 
with the public to have them believe that he was on terms of intimacy with the 
prenuer. • 

Mr. Jesse Hoyt well understood the value of such connections, but he carried 
matters farther than a bow in public, and made himself as necessary to Mr. Van 
Buren and his son, the present Attorney General,' as he had been to President 
Butler during his engagement to Jacob Barker at S^mdy Hill. Mr. M. Van Buren 
18 very penurious and covetous — Jesse would run all over New York to recover a $5 
or $10, which his late employer had reluctantly lent to some poor fellow when in 
trouble — would hire lodgings for him on terms of economy — would see to the 
washing of his clothes — the buying of his wines and groceries, or the stopping or 
getting subscriptions for his newspapers. John Tan Buren bets, gambles, specu* 
lates in the stocks — ^in all this Jesse has been his humble slave. He electioneered, 
voted, betted, schemed, ran, stood, fetched or carried, to order — ^was < more banks* 
«or sub'treasuiy, Crawford or Jackson, Kufus King and negro freedom or " to jail 
^th the missionaries," just as his patrons gave the signd. His object was pelf 
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and power— theirs power and pelf— patriotism, the welfare of the millions, the reform 
of abuses, the punishment of vile peculators, the establishment of noble^nd enduring 

principles, as landmarks of the age we live in, are not met with in their writings 

probably never entered into their thoughts. 

When Mr. Hoyt left the Custom House of New York, a defaulter for hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, although his income was equal to forty thousand a year, 
with his brother Lofenzo and such like straw securities — and this on the back of 
Swartwout's embezzlement of forty tons of- solid silver, gathered from the mer- 
chants for the public uses — when all this occurred under the grand healing measure 
of an independent treasury, set up by a profligate bankrupt administration — the 
country looked on in mute surprise. The following correspondence will explain the 
seeming mj^stery, and it may be fitly prefaced by two extracts from Mr. Weed^s Al- 
bany Evening Journal. 

" Albany Evening Journal, Wednesday, May 1, 1843. 
**The people may thank Mr. Van Baren for this heavy loss. The appointment of 
Jesse Hoyt as Collector of the port of New York was made by Mr. Van Buren against 
the advice of the respectable men of the party, and with a full knowledge thai Hoyt 
was overwhelmed with debty and bankrupt in credit at the very time that this most re- 
sponsible trust was committed to his hands. But Hoyt had one peculiar qualification for 
the office, which in Mr. Van Buren's estimation more than cotinterbalanced all deficiencies 
of character or capacity, j^s a shrewd and reckless political rhanager, he was almost unri- 
vailed. The New York Custom House afforded a fine field for the exercin of his partizam 
skin,'* 

In the same paper of Wednesday, March 3d, 1841, under the head of "Another 
Explosion," we find what follows : 

" It may be recollected that when Mr. Hoyt was appointed, we ventured to predict that 
it woiild be a bad business. He, like Swabtwout, had been a reckless and was a mined 
8il»eculator. There were few more desperate stock operators in New York than Jessk 
HoTT. All this was known to Mr. Van Buren when he appointed him. 

But the Administration, however improperly Mr. Hott has acted, is far the most to 
blame. The vast amount of Revenue collected by Mr. Hott, instead of being Safely De- 
posited to the credit of the Govenunent, has been kept as the private account of Mr. 
Jesse Hoyt t Yes, a man who. had utterly shipwrecked his. own fortunes, was permitted to 
keep some fifteen or twenty millions of dollars belonging to the Government^ in deposite to 
Jiis own account I 

We said last fall when Loco Foco« Office-holders were spending money in unheard of 
profusion at the Polls, that the accounts of Defaulting Collectors, &c. &c. when closed, 
would explain the mystery. We believed then; as we believe now, that the money which 
Van Burenism scattered through Dutchess, Columbia, Chenango, Onondaga, &c. was ob- 
tained from the Treasury. We believe that a large proportion of the money withheld by 
Mr. HoTT instead of going into his own pocket, was expended corruptly in the Elections 
last fall. This was done for Mr. Van Buren's benefit, and we believe with his knowledge. 
And we also believe that if Mr. Van Buren had been re-elected Mir. Hoyt would liave 
been protected. In that case the ' end* would have sanctified the means.' 

But while by the free use of money much was done for Van Buren, the People were 
too much alire to be corrupted or beguiled. Mr. Hott bled in vain. And now, as 
Van Burenism flickers in its socket, either the farce of a Resignation or the mock solem- 
nity of a Removal, is enacted before the People ! Messrs. Van Buren and Hott go out 
together, and as we believe^ by collusion — ^the latter, in our judgment, the victim of the 
former.** 

Mr. Van Buren became personally involved in Mr. Hpyt*s financial difficulties as* 
early as 1827 — whether the Collectorship enabled them to square accounts is not 
quite so certain. 

Senator Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at N. Y.- . 

Washington, Feb. 3, 1827.— My Dear Sir— Bring entirely free from ENDORSE- 
MENTS now, and my Hiuation rendering it highly proper that I should remain so, I 
did not suppose I could have been again drawn into them. YOUR CASE, HOW- 
EVER, DOES. NOT ADMIT OF HESITATION. Wishing you all sorts of 
happiness, I remain ydur sincere friend, * 

. M. V. BUREN. 


3G VAN BUREN's LETTS^S — KILLER. V8. VOAB^ 

Washington, Feb. 3, 1827.— My Pear Sir.— This will be handed to you by Mr^ 
Davis, agent of the editor of the mtional Telegraph, who visits our State to obtain^ 
subscribers for that paper. Any dssistance you can give him in promoting his object 
will be gratefully remembered by the editor , and obligie 

Your friend M. V. BUREN. 

Albany, June 2d, 1822. Deay Sir — ^I wish you would pay my old friend Mr. 
Carter what I owe him, and ask him to discontinue His paper, Ix is ttnnecessart 
^ TO SAT that I am influenced in this solely by a necessity to curtail my expenses of that 
* description, which are too heavy. 

Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

Attcftmey General Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

Deat Sir— Just as I was going from New York, Abraham P. Van S who is 

a clerk in Jacob I. Backer's store, 456 Pearl Street, a nephew of John C. H , 

Esq., borrowed $10 of me, under a promise to send it up, which he has not done ; 
and, from what Mr. Hogeboom tells me, I apprehend he did not intend to do iL I 
wish you would see him and make him pay it to you. Ask the Secretary about the 
enclosed. I have never heard anything about it since I paid my $10. 

Your friend M. VAN BXHIEN, 

June 21, 1820. 

The same to the same. Date and place torn off. 

*' I am afraid you will begin to think me a very troublesome friend — ^but I 

AM CONSTANTLY THE VICTIM OF IMPOSITION— that man Plimpton 

who own the Aboliva, BORROWED FIVE DOLLARS of me, when he went 

off, under a promise to send it up. If you would happen to fall in with him I wish' 

you would him — he is a graceless dog. It would mcomniode me venr much if I 

should not have my carriage next week. The Governor is to be qualined to day, 
but Albany is as quiet as a Church. .It is said that efforts have been made to raise 
the wind, but in vain. Mr. Clinton is universally considered hiere as politically 
defunct. I will believe that there is nothing in the story I heard in Philadelphia 

Sa part is torn off] out of courtesy, and will want Ihem. ^ I go from hence in a few 
[ays. M.V. BUREN." 

[The letter and signature are in the hand writing of Mr. V. Buren, and so is the 

fiostscript — «« Mr. Hoyt will oblige rue by presenting the above to Mr. Beekman 
or it may ht Buckner] and transmitting; me the money." 

Nov. 14, 1822. Dear Sir— Whv did I not see more of you at New York t 
Judge Skinner, G-eneral Marcy and myself will come down with Saturday's boat, 
and wish you to engage rooms for uiS at the Mechanics' Hall. If he can give u» 
his little parlor for a sitting room and bed rooms, it will be well ; if not any other 
good rooms will do, so that they be not too high. I would rather stay on board a 
vessel than go into his third heavens. If you cannot do better you may let G-en- 
eral Marcy 's room be on high, and he can have the use of my room to do Jiis busi- 
ness in, &c. 

In haste, your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

[Post mark Albany.]-.March 17, 1829.— My Dear Sir— I will be in New York 
on Friday, and wish you to take lodgings for me at the City Hotel. 

Yours, M. T. B. 

It would seem that no Regency Governor could visit New York, until Jesse had 
prepared the way. In May 9th he had another epistle from another Grovemor — 
•* Dear Sir, I shall take the steam boat next Tuesday morning, and reach New 
York in the evening. You will confer another favor upon me, if youLwill mention 
it to Mr. Jennings, that he may provide rooms forme. E. T. THROOP.^ 

Sylvanus Miller, Surrogate of New York, brought an action for libel against 
Mordecai Ma*iel Noah, editor of the National Advocate, which was tried before 
Jmdge Betts, in the City Hall, New York, on Friday, Dec. 12, 1823, and of which 
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ireports are on file in the Post, Am^can, and other journals. The libel wieis in a 
letter sent by Noah to the Albany Argus, wherein Mr. Miller was charged with 
being an old profligate, a retailer of falsehood, an unprincipled intriguer, and an old 
hack — but he produced the highest etidetice of unspotted integrity both in public 
^nd priyate life, nor did Noah make an effort to disparage his character, but pro- 
<<luced a letter of his (Miller's) in the Evening Post of the 29th of January, 1821, 
-charging him (Noah) with haying offered to sell himself to the Clintonian party, for 
^7000, abandisn his press and quit New York, and stating that Mr. Clinton's friends 
rejected his offer. Mr. Miller admitted this statement to be his, and called witnesses 
to prove its truth. « 

Dr. Secor testified, that, in 1818, Mr. Noah solicited a priyate intenriew with him 
— said he saw a great political battle ahead — that he highly respected 6oy. Clinton, 
that the allowance ;aiade him by the bucktail party was too small, and that he 
^pyished to quit it and the State, that the bucktail party had ill-treated him when he 
applied for an office, and were illiberal. He asked the doctor to apply to Mr. 
Clinton's friends for a loan of $7000 to enable him to buy certain theatre leases — 
put his proposal in writing--and when asked what he could do for Mr. Clinton, 
would make no pledge, but if he did any thing >it must be sub rosa. Mr. Noah's 
proposal was laid before four of Mr. Clinton's friends, rejected, and his* paper re- 
turned to him — ^these persons testified in corroboraticm of the evidence of Br. Secor, 
«nd Noah tried to show that the doctor had given another representation at another 
time. The jury agreed as to the libel, but, as Mr. Miller was a warm and active 
political writer, they, differed as to the amount of damages. « 

Mr. Noah wa's properly defended by the virtuous Wm. M. Price. 

As far back as Oct. 10, 18^2, (see Evening Post,) Mr. Noah's* character was 
-well understood by all parties. '* Unprincipled as Cheetham was, Noah excels 
him in all the profligacy that generally belongs to a political adventurer. He is 
his superior in the various iniquitie^s that always distinguish the course and charac- 
ter of a corrupt and mercenary hirling He has received 

his wases and must earn them. Destitute of principle, it is perfectly immaterial to 
him what course they prescribe. His press, and the small talents he possesses, are ' 
:aLlways in the market. Vagrant and pauper as he is, he is ever ready to work for 
money or for office. With equal facility and satisfaction he serves all who are able 
to offer an adeqdate reward for his labors. .His political corruption, and want of 
veracity, have become proverbial." It is perhaps the strong resemblance he bears 
to 'Mr. Noah's portrait, as thus drawn, that formed one of the inducements to Mr. 
Yan Buren not to commit himself, beyond a certain extent, to, Mr. James Gordon 
Bennett, who appears by his letters to have been willing to go nearly as far to ob- 
lige his friends as Mr. <]Noah. 

Mr. Noah is a Hebrew — ^his partner in the Advocate was Mr. Naphtali Phillips, 
iTvho now is, and for many years has been, a pensioner on the public, under the 
^uise of an Inspector in the idle men's list at the New York Custom House. His 
character we take from the Philadelphia Aurora of March, 1817, as portrayed by the 
hand of Col. JDuane, &ther to a former Secretary of the Treiasury under General 
Jackson. 

'< The paper called the Mvocait, at New York, appears to take as much concern in the 
affairs of Pennsylvania, as if the proprietor and the editor received tl^eir stipend for eor^ 
Tupting public opinion here, as well as in New York. If cunning little Naphtali does not 
feel disposed to have his picture drawn under his own hand, he will confine himself to the 
iinfortwnate service to which his necessities have devoted him ; the same reasons which he as- 
signed many years ago .for endeavoring to get an office, induce us to bestow on him in that 
particular — the charity of silence." 

Mr. Van Buren took Messrs. Noah and Phillips under his protection, as his follow- 
ers, with the above knowledge, and as in the case of the Hoyts and Swartwout, the 
people 'have been the suQerers. 

Under the editorial head, in th'e New York Express of Feb. 29th, 1844, it is 
«tated, that the Solicitor of the treasury, in his Report to Congress, (on the Swart- 
wout suit,) says, that aftei; the return of the Commissioners appointed to investi- 
gate the affairs of the New York Custom House, " a suit was instituted, on the 
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21 tt of Angusty 1641, for the Bam of $600,000, ajniinst Joshua Phillips, who had 
been assistant cashier, under Mr. Swartwout. The suit is still pending." The 
Solicitor thinks that although S. ''might be liable for monies received by his 
cashier, the. cashier himself was also liable for this large sum, [$600,000,] never 
having paid it over." 

I fear that as the laws here are powerless for the punishment of great rogues 
when convicted, it will be just as well to continue the pension of iNaphtali, the 
father, and to let his son Joshua keep what he has ^ot. If Fauntlei^oy, said B. F. 
Butler, on the trial of Cashier White, had been tried m the United States, he could 
not have been convicted and brought to punishment. 

How was it that Joshua Phillips came to the custody and possession of $600,000 
of the people's funds ? 

Through Mr. Van Buren's friend. Major Noah, as witness the following earnest 
appeal and interested voucher : 

Mr. M. M. Noah to Major Swsrtwout, Hoboken — a month before the latter was 

ajppointed as Collector of the port of New York. 

My dear Sir— I mentioned to you that Mr. Joshua and Aaron N. Phillips have been 
many years in the customs. THEY ARE AT IMPORTANT DESKS, and 
THEIR CAPACITY and thorough knowledge of the business is excelled by none 
in the department. In introducing them to your friendly notice I can only assure 
you that their experience and attention to their duties, will be useful to you and ser- 
viceable to the revenue, and that THEY MERIT BY THEIR INTEGRITY 
YOUR ENTIRE CONFIDENCE. • 

Truly yours, M. M. NOAH. 

New York, March 31, 1829. 

Mr. Noah's standing, and connection with Messrs. Van Buren, Butler, Bowne, Al* 
len, Hoyt, and their associates, will more fully appear inr the course of the foUow- 
ing correspondence : 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, 40 Wall Street, New York. 

Albany, Jan'y 29, 1824. 
My Dear friend — The Electoral Law was to have been taken up in the Assembly 

to-day There is no doubt whatever that a majopty think it in- 

exlpedient to pass the bill, and yet they lire so hampered by premature commitments, 
and many of them so goaded hy their constituents, as to render it almost morally 
certain that they pa^s it in some shape or other. Our reliance is on the Senate, and 
we still entertain strong hopes that it will be rejected there in whatever form it 
may come. Still, this is by no means certain, and the greatest caution- and pru- 
dence, as well as the greatest firmness, are required in presenting the subject to 
the Senators. We have not been, and are not, idle ; on the contrary, if ever 
^men labored incessantly, the * Conspirators' and the ' Regency,' &c., deserve that 
praise. ...*.•••.. Make a suggestion to Mr.. Noah, which I trust 
will not be improperly received by him. ^ It is simply to suggest that, for the pres- 
ent, the Advocate should not press the claims nor descant on the merits of Mr. Craw- 
ford. We have in the two branches of the Legisl. about 105 members who are 
thorough-going Caupus men. Of these a majority, beyond all doubt, would 
prefer the nomination of Mr. Crawford, the remainder are for Mr. Clay or Mr. 
Adams, the smallest number being for the latter. While these men are willing to 
abide by a CONGRESSIONAL NOMINATION, it is useless to advocate the claims 
of Mr. Crawford to such a nomination, it being certain that if any is made it mtist 
fall on him. Besides, by pressing the claims of that gentleman vou incur the 
risk of alarming the feeungs and encountering the opposition of those firm and 
honest men who have gone with us nobly so far, and are willing to go with, us to 
the end, but who are yet unaccoimtably wedded to Mr. Clay or Mr. Adams. And 
though I do not believe they could de driven from the resolutions they have con- 
curred in, in favor of a Caucus at Washington, they may^et be induced to p^lye a 
warm support to the EUctoral Law, if they become satisfied, either that their can- 
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didates bare no chance of a Caucus nomination, or that we are determined to force 
the claims of Mr. Crawford. Stick to principles ; advocate the necessity of adher- 
ing to the old forms ahd established doctrines of the party-'^-BJid express the utmost 
readiness to subnfiit individual preferences to the decision of the Caucus, It will be 
time enough after the nomination, to defend and maintain the character and claims 

of the Buccessiul candidate / should think it injudicious to call 

meetings on. this ticklish subject, especially in the country^ where the meetings from 
necessity woiUd be more general than with you, and where our opponents would tn-* 
evitably outmanage and outnumber us. In four city, however, the line is so dis^ 
tinc^ly drawn, AND YOUR FORCES ARJI SO WELL ORGANIZED, that yon 
have nothing of that sort to apprehend. 

If the meeting about to take place should not be more formidable than I think it 
will be, it will not be misunderstood here. Its proceedings will be considered a» 
the voice, not of the republican party, but of the supporters of Mr. Wheaton and 
his cdlleagues, who are now very well understood oy the country members — ^and 
instead of injuring I think it would render us a service if it ^ould stand alone. 

Still it seems to me that we hav^ nothing to gain, and much to< 

hazard by giving to this subject any further excitement of a popular character — 
but a^ Mr. Bowne knows ]^effectly the state of things here, your Committee should 
confer with him fully before they adopt any course definitely. 

I omitted to make another suggestion for Mr. Noah; It is not very serviceable to< 
talk much of Burrites^ Lewisites, or the Highminded. Several of the two former- 
classes are here among our best friends ; and as to the latter, •iStt</am, Bronson^ and 
Wheeler, are as trucks steel, Jn the Senate — and Whiting, Hosmer and several oth- 
ers in the Assembly are among our best and most hopefyd supporters in that House. 

I have not written to Mr. Barker about his proposition as to voters for Electors* 
It has been mentioned to several, but we doubt the power of the Le^slature to pas8> 
it, and If they have it, we are still more apprehensive of its policy, for reasons- 
which on reflection I think will occur to you. 

Yours truly, . B. F. BUTLER. 

I opened this letter to show Judge S. 


To Jesse tIoyt,,Esq. March 3, 1824. 

Dear Sir: — ^I have the greatest aversion to having i^y letters extracted for the- 
newspapers or much shown, and notwithstanding a laborious correspondence during 
the winter have hitherto escaped. The promulgation of my anticipation as to 
Messrs. Adams and Clay's withdrawing, would, you know» not induce them to do 
so, if it had not the contrary effect. It is best to let those things take their course^ 
and there is no ground for fear as to the result If they continue after New York 
has settled down it will be manifest to all that the contest is prolonged by them to^ 
the great detriment of the party, and of the public interest, without the least pros- 
pect of success ; and it will be the business and duty of the press to make suitable 
animadversions on th^ subject. To me the course of the Advocate for the last few 
weeks has been entirely acceptable, as it has been moderate, but firm and rational, 
which course is, I think, the only one cdculated to produce much real effect on 
public opinion. Such is not, however, .the«opinion or rather the feeling of all ; on 
the contrary there are many who have been so much pleased and so accustomed to 
the many good and pleasant things the Major has said, as to regret the deprivation 
of them — and they occasionally complain to me that the Advocate has lost its spirit. 
As the Major haa depraved their appetites he is, they think, under some sort of 
obligation to feed them on such viands as have become most acceptable to them. 
Make my best respects to him, and to our friends ; tell them that for obvious rea- 
sons, they must excuse me from not writing as often as I could wish. 

Your friena,. M. V. BUREN. 


Ji, M. Ndoh to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany. ' 

New York, 23d Feb., 1823. 
' Bear Hott, — ^Your favor was delivered by Col. Brown — am much obliged for 
the interest you take in my affairs. Mr. PhiJlips will hand you this, and explain 
fully the object of his visit. With respect to the State printing, I cannot but consider 
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myself as unhandsomely treated by those from whom I had a right to expect a different 
€ourse ; and am positiye that on the death of Mr. Cantine tiiere was but one voice 
in my favor. If management and intrigue could have been so successfully exerted 
as to wean away my triends or impair my claims, then there is nothing to expect 
from the Justice of the Republican party. I cannot blame Mr. fiuel in wishing to 
be secured in the payments due him, but considering the difficulty we labored under 
in bringing the Argus in the republican from the Clintonian ranks-considering 
<dso the fortune which Mr. Buel has made out of it — ^I think that oppositi(xi does not 
come with a ffood grace from him, and that any further surviellance over the State 
Printing should cease. No one knows better than yourself that there was but dhe 
opinion expressed throughout the Union in relation to the perfidious course of some 
of my friends in this city, and but one hope expressed that the Grovemor or Legis« 
lature '^ould by some public expression of opinion give those persons to understand 
that my services to the party were appreciated, and my future usefulness regarded 
with a favorable eye. This disposition certainly existed when I arrived at Albainy, 
but great exertions are and have been made to check this favorable coarse. 
I do not concur in opinion thai I should not run unless certain of being chosen State 
Printer. X am not so certain .that I can be defeated — ^but if so, I am willing to 
hazard a defeat, reserving to myself the right of spreading 4be facts before the 
world, and exhibH the system of peddling away the patronage of the State, and above 
all ascertaining who are my friends ; it is necessary to kpow who are my friends, 
for ulterior objects. This counse will bring me in Collision with the Argus, and 
probably with manv warm friends of mine who are equally friendly to that estab- 
lishment, but it will enlighten the minds and prepare the feeliagB of the next legis- 
lature, and they may so act as to do justice to my t^laims, without reference to 
shillings and pence calculations — and if it is deemed the policy of the friends of that 
establishment to unite in their attempts to injure me or check my fair and proper 
views, you will concur in the necessity of standing on .the defensive and attacking 
them in return, which thouffh it may do me no imiqedi^te good, cannot remotely 
benefit them. In short, 1 have been the faithful and zeiQous servant of THE 
TARTY, and have served that party successfully. If men whom I have had to 
contend against are now to i)ronounce on my claims there is an end of further 
silenoe — it does not comport with character or conduct to submit to it. Mr. Phillips 
goes up to get a section, authorising legal notices to be published in the Advocate — 
a patronage to which the paper is entitled, and whi<5h it ought to receive. There 
should be out one voice in lavor of it, in a democratic legislature — <tnd it is necessary 
in relation to the Presidential question. I am persuaded you and 'the delegation wiU 
do the best to carry it through ; and I have only to say that if nothing can be done 
for me — if I have so grievously sinned as to be spoken of as a candidate for State 
printer, I hope the Mends of the Argus will not visit my tins upon him. At all 
jevents, he has full powers from me to enter into any arrangement, or come to any 
Understanding, which may tend to keep things harmoniously and comfortably afloat 
and prevent schism and division in our ranks — this can only be' done by acting justly 
and fairly towards IC7* each other. 

Always, Dear Hoyt, truly yours, ' ' M. M. NOAH. 

*' Old Beesw^" says that the Adji^tant General must live in Albany. Will 
General Hatheway do so ? ! ! Should, a Senator accept the office ? , 


Washington, March 6, 1824. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq. , . 

Dear Sm, — I have received ^ours this moment. I cannot help what 
Messrs. Lynch and King may choose to infer from my looks, but the truth is that 
1 have at no time doubted of our complete success. The great influence whicL was 
exercised here to prevent members from attending the caucus, and the subserviency 
and ingratitude of sopae who have partaken largely of the favor of the party, were 
calculated to excite strong feelings, which were doubtless sometimes manliest, but 
despondency is a weakness with ivhich I am -but -little annoyed. On the assump- 
tion that New York will be firm and promptly explicit, we here • consider the 
Question of the election substantially settled. Neither Mr. Adams or Mr. Clay 
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can keep in tbe field after the confie of New York is positively known. The 
information on which this opinion rests, and the reasons in its support cannot be given 
in a letter. I will myself be easy oo the subject, aod so will our 'friends here, who 
never were in better spirits oi' felt, stronger confidence. jVIake my best ree(pects to your 
friends. Yours cordially* 

. : • M. V. BUREN. 


, Senator Van«Bur^ to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. 
- Dear Sir — TJe attack on the VicQ Presi«leDt* has produced ▼e;'y j^reat excitepient 
The course pursued will caus.e it to reccal With severity, There is of course not tho 
alightest preteooe for the allegatipn^ Mr* Satterlee ClarK of ^our city is the *' gentle- 
man from New Yoiik«" « Hy fri^Dd. Jtldg^ Rewar^ ia*Ad inches round tlfe chest My 
quondam' -friend Jo)in.A. King, whilst here,* stayed vwith Mr. Webster; and when he 
•parted from me I wa^ so sensible irom^is' manner tbat^hfe earned advices from here 
which woujd ihduci the ^dministratio/iTplks to come out against me that X wrote con- 
fidentially to 'Campbell b^ t^ same mail yn^^nmressionfl, and requested General Van 
Itensselaer to' l(A}k out for^t m tie American flft Viorning aTt^r tney left us. The re- 
sult has I think verified na}^ conj«t2ures.' Say /lothkig of thlsias'Boming from me. - 
« In hhile^yoor friend, * 

. ' . • .M. VAN J&UREN. 
Washington, J)ec.'«o; 1896. . ' • * ♦ * ' * 
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Mr, Jesse Hoyt elettedto the LegislatureV^ Ht^r other reports /or the Press,. CoL 
Stone, Mr. Van Bur en &n the victory o/JSSS/ A^tt-&nasonry, Majorities use 
ful for bets, Noah^s fPefeai, and opfkibn-s jof his patnon. 



pullers 

•city of N'e w ' York* where Jie provedpa^therougb-^oTug 

partisan. He made' some ^pedcihes but <hey were dulf an<t hea/y; eloquence is not 

liis forte. In 1824, h8 maj]t| an effort to obtatif th*e <iffice of district attorney of New 

York, but failed: . In November, J 8^8, his'jpatron became Governor elect of New 

York, and his party had by this time ^pme round ^|o the popular candidate for^he 

presidency, Andrew Jackson. . ' * * . • 

Extract of a letter — E: Livingston t^ Jjpsse JEloyt, Albany, July 18, 1822. — ^* You 
fvill have wi\)rm work #iis fall in New York. «If you'oflB n^ton the [Assembly] ticket 
you will (frankly) ditappomt' me as nfuch as vqu bare ^(fur Albany friends. They 
^sked here, 'Who is this Hpyt of New York mat' was engaged in a cause in Rhode 
Island, with Webster, &c?J ''The store* keep^,] datd 1. 'llf^ Slp>e keeper!* said 
<hey— * well, what's this world a coming to !"* • ^ .''•.' 

Extracts from a lefter—Lorenzo H(^yt, ^t Albany,»to his brother Jesse at New 
York«— dated' June 20, 18^4. — **I ))ave com menc^ reporting regtilariy for the Mer- 
<;antilo. Charles an(>mei]o it together, as wo formed a •partnership before the com- 
mencemc^ of the s^ssioh. ^^ •• » . You say you are m^khig a push for the pfilice 
^f attorney to tli^ corporation, an^ J thj'nk your cliiim^ are good, Lhopb you may suc- 
ceed — but I presume it is doubtful, as yo^un^oubtbdly have to contend with powerful 
-opponents, I shall not 4)e much disappowed if you fait>^but I would make a grand 
sally to carry my point this time^T • . • .• . , ' 

From the same to the Same — ^eb'y 15, 1824*— "The Federalists of your cify are 
not very strongly represented in Colonel, Stun, of the Gotnmercial. He -is rather an 
inefilcient man, and very little notic6 is taken of hin9,%except w^en he is cautioned by 
the presiding officer oi both Hcytises to beware htfw h'e obtrudes himself within the 
precincts of those walls, from which he was once ordered by competent authority to 
keep aloof.t Our eyes in this quarter are at present turned towards Wakhington, and 
arc anxiously waiting to get the ^e^ult'of thelcaucus." . * 

* 
•John C. Calhoun ^ ' 
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Senator V, Buren to Mr, JeUe Hoyt, New York* 

Pofitmark, " Alby. Nov. 8, .1828. Free, ^ V. Buren." 

My Dear Sir: I thank you siticerglr for your several communications. They 
have been a source of both pain and pleasure to be — the latter 6vl account of their 
cotitents, and the former on accounjt. of the' extreme difiiculty I have had to make 
out what theijr contents were. You ^ould certainly correct this, if yqu knew now 
extremely painful it is to your friends: «I .would'h^ve written to you before, but 
have had no time to eat my meals. My house Jlas be^n run dOym by my friends, 
at one moment flushed with victory, and*Xhe |^ext frightened out df their senses^ 
and frequently without cause for either.^ 

Xaying tha efforts of Jliiti-inasonry out qfcviQWf i<ld of which we hav6 as yet not 
much beyond tumbr, the election ^s 'been a restl cid fasRiOnld' ninety-eight fight. 
Everywhere, as. far ^ ascQ^ain^d; we hav^e. sr^pceeded in democratio 'counties- by 
overwhelming votel^, and lost m counties th^t were forn^eriy /^eral by small ma* 
jorities. Sarato^s^ .was doctored to deaUi«if it* is lost whjph f^ noli certain^. The 
Aame of Adams, an4.the oharacter. qf 2t;e^(r^cu3sl()ns, ha^^bVought gid^eiings into 
entire and .efficient deration. . Th^ r^salt^ ^pcerding to m^r preseot knowledge and 
belief, has been (under the circumstago«s) sig^n^iry triumphant, l^he following- 
vote upon the electoral Ticket I regard as aosolutely certain. If there'are any mis- 
takes in it, in your pai;j of the State, you can, of course, corrtfet»it. 

Queens and Si\ffolk 1 asceujained. — ^Kings 1 do.— tN^w YdPk ? do. — ^Westches- 
Iter jind Putnam 1 do. — Dutchess 1 do.-^Orang^l do.— ^Ulster and Sullivan 1 do.^ 
Green and D^awire^l do. — Schenecta(ly^ ana ^choharie 1 5o. — Herkimer 1 do. — 
Otsego 1 do. — Onondago 1 do. We hki« only partial returns, amd they are favor- 
able. I cannot think, there is dthe* slightest 4<2"b^ ^^ this Oounty« Ascertained. 
Oayuga 1 ascertaine^.-r-Chensgigo sA& iBf ootne ,1 do.^^Torupkin^ and Courtlandt 1^ 
not ascertained, but without'the slig^htest doubt.— 17. - • •* T 

Now, I have not time to ^^ak of the -cliances in |he other districts ; you must 
make them out from the papers. ^ Fpr myself, I should«(hink good luck alone would 
give us a few more, and I shali he egregiouply disafppoiffl^d if we do not get 20 at 
^e very lesfet. You need not beUeve their stories, for t'h^y have nqt the slightest 
xeapect for' truth in most cases. ^We shaU th^efore'have vote@ enough to put 
Jackson's election out of all quesUotf , and WI1A.T IS OVER IS ONLY IMPOR- 
TANT ON THE SCORE Of- BETOi. - • • . . 

Our Governor and- Lieut. Governor majority loil^ he irimense^ T4ie only 4 towns- 
in Broome (A CRAZY COUNTY) havjfe gi.ven me an unanimous vote, viz. 1000, 
and'ljhe others, it is supposed, will nbi reducfe that. ^Ev^rywhere T get the true. 
party vote, a»j »n many plates Sof/Lthwiclf^s pole mill be large. We. shall have 
nearly 3000 in Ulster and SuUi^an, an^ ^betWeen 1500 and '^0 fa Cayuga ; we 
haye carried our Senators* in. 4^districts, and have a ggod chanc« to carry tn^ in. 
mo^t of the others. 'Our inajprity In the Assembly will Ke aa large as is desira- 
ble. Contending, as»wfe hafe dpne, agaipsi. Federalism, Vevfved Anti-masonry, and 
Money, I am satisfied with •the feSult. I SOfeELY RE;GRET THE LOSS OF 

30AH'S ELECTION, AS JVELL AS ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, AS ON" 
CCOUNT OF^ THE COST JUS ELECTION HAS BEEN TO THE PARTY ; 
but one point is gained, yi^ : he \ni\^t be satisfied that hSi friends have^ with, 
their eyes open, sustained a greit struggle, and run much'»hazard on hifi account,. 
I hope there, will yet be some way/o^n3 out of doing sorAe thing for him. I shall be. 
down pn l^ue^day^ In th,e mean time show, this to my friends* BoWne,-Verplanck;: 
Hamilton, and Cambteleng, Tell Verplaifck I have no doybt you was as muck 
frightened as he says, and a^i ^quite ce^a'in that ypu hav$ as much pluck as yoa 
claiA)^ Remember me. to Mrs. Hqyt,. and believ.e mil to be,. 

• , JYpurs cordially, . 
. • . ^ * M. V. BtJRElSk 

— - « 

Having, thus, given the GsDvemftr elect's confidential sfatementj in the moment or 
ft victory which laic} the foundation of his power, so long exerted in the Union for 
evil ; and reminding the reader of his and Mr. Butler'sf opinion of Mr. Noah, know- 
ing him as they did — I select this as the appropriate place in which to record their 
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frieiid*8 sentiment^ regarding them. Make room, gtQtlemeD, for* the witoets, Major 
Noah ! — the Regency^s Council of Appoiotmept made him High Sheriff of N. Y. — 
General Jackson/Mr. Van Baren, and the. Senate of th% Union appointed him Sur- 
veyor of the Port of- New Yorlt — the Supreme Court made him a Counsellor without 
study — and the whigs llubbl^d him a Judge at ^the Tomb's — but the people never 
trusted him — when he appealed to thejr suffrages, nK>ney, organization, hired presses, 
and electioneerin^-^ll failed, ^he Irishinan (Shaw) sucCe^dedf and Mr. Y. Boreu 
lamented *• thfe cosH" to the party.- ^ '• . 

FrAm theiN* J- £ven1tg Star, June 23^ 1834. 

• • • . • . 

Talk of Adrop Purr in copitai^on yritk Van Buren 1 1 Why, Aaron Burr's ambitloa 
-^as a broatf,.boJd, enterprising. passion-«eaifried onwar^^ great ^alenWsustained by 



jobbing expetimentV-a systfenr o^ rew%.rda and .punishments — a ^ittlej-^ricky,' manoetivriifg, 
skirmishing, 'selfish, ndn-comi!iittal spirit? unknown to men* of patriotism, spirit,* purity. 


and tried talents. It irf'wericing with small a^nts— controlling w^eaker minds — basking 
id the sunshine of other men's in^^cey watching the turn^,of the market — ploughing 
to-day witR the working^pen— tf-morro^ wifh. ^iens and adopted citizens — pulling every 
string and nxoving'every*wire that m^e upAhe. poUtical eapinil of this ambi^ous and mis- 
chievous little man, thijbugh wlKfth he hSpes t^€oife his -way to the presidential '.chair.— 
M.M.Noah. . '^' * * ' . • ' 


And agaiA— in Obtober — 


• • 


To-day he gets i}p a, plan to hoM ^% 9l^J;e captivfc b^pa clfiiin of safety fund hanks, whose 
existence depends on ^ap^r isajle^ to-iporrow Jie is iivfayor of a met^Uic^currency, to please 
a higher .power,#whem*lve fetirs; While professing to b^ deiAoorat, he enrolls in his legions 
the apostate of every iftiAy^j he bflids to^hidi by the Iclose ties ©f interest every active poli- 
tician, every speculating e()itQr« He. appeals tj) the' hopes and fears of every 'office holder, 
opeiy a correspandence wjih the Vd^e tp'obtain cathoUc votes, and degrades his own coun- 
try'* stand well with the ^jitish governm^t, is tHe fneijd and the enemy o^ the -Bank of 
the-United States, the patron' of the KitcheiF Cab^iet, &e flattereir and sycophant of the 
President. . * ' -. * * 

When we look at the cafreef of Mr. Van Buiren^ we are astonished at his perseverance, 
his industry, his ,£los^ ^ftfcalation;^ an^ (fis «ctiv^ tmtiring*. spirit. Ever restless and per- 
turbed there is no Aiance that he'leave^ untoucl^ed — no efforts untried. He travels from 
county to county, irom town to i9v[n \ jsees every body, felts to e^pry body, comfor|B the 
disappointed* and flatters tlfe.expectan): witti^liqp^ of success.* 

The world will a^k is -this* pej^everance, this industry, • tiiis extreme of management" 
to benefit this eountry, its constitutidif,^its |)ro^erity, or to promote |ts tranquillitv? 
We answer, W, no, no-.-it Is -with the hope of benefitting ^im self, pf promoting his own 
advanceme^U, •With Martin Van 'Buren, the wodd ha^ no allurements but for himself; 
the splendid country whi^ gi^Ve^him birth,rno glery ^Iftit he *can not appropriate to him- 
self alone. * He does not know the meaning o£ the word patriotism j it has no place in his 
vocabulary. Is ^t not strange, that with all these fapts admitted he should have hopes 
and strong expectations of 'becoming the Chi^ Magistrate of this great nation? And yet 
it is so. ^ ■ • . ♦ ', 

Every paper almost that wd ppen speaks ddtitemptuously of Va|i Burea's prospects for 
the Presidency ; but they speak -without knowing the labors cff the man, and the vast ma- 
chine of intrigue and corruption that he has set in operation in every part of the Union ; 
they speak under the impression that ihe peojtle wfM Choese their President witttout reflect- 
ing- that it is the m/Z of the .present Executive and ^ transmitted to every office holder 
throughout the land tha^ Van Burtn is his cho^e^for the succession Vthey do not see the 
fox prowling near the barn ; the mole burrowing under grounS ; the mlot fisk who plunges 
deep in the ocean dh. one spot, ^ndiCom«s up at another to breathe the air. If it were the 
free, unboughf, unthreatened^voice of public (fpimon, his chances could hot be counted, but 
Van Buren truifets nothing to the good opinion of the people ; their will, their 'wishes, their 
desires, their frank and unbiassed suffrages, he rejects and repudiates, his appeal is to the 
interests ,B.nd the fears of* men, he secures thosenvhom he imagines controls public opinion, 
he buys the leaders, and makes them accountable for the rank and file. — M. m. Noah, Star, 
Oct. 1831. ■ • 
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The same M. M. N«ab theft* frrote the above od tbe^ one 8ide,*pabli8hed on the 

'20th of Feb. 1828, 4S<A>lk>wr,^ii t*-other : ' ' * 

* • ■ * . 

(( The qaestion is evei^liere aflied, ^ Who will be por next governor 7 Where shall we 
find a man of the tal^nt^the^osiness h%bijt9, and the enlar^bd ylfews t>f Governor Clinton ? 
• • . ' « . . Martin ^jin Bur^iji seems to be the most prominent citizen for that impor- 
.tant office. He is ipost faipiliar^with' the affairs of Statie— Uie most conversant with it« po- 
litical relations. His talents are of the highe|t order. JHUs integrfty iiaft never been ques- 
tioned, and his manners itre at once frank, amiable and popular." 

On Sept: 29, he hoists his flag for Vs/? Buren ^and Throop, adding— *' We have 
now two candidates of the old democratic «6hool." And on the. 3d of November, 
just five days before his friend the gpvprpor elect ^tfbed the fore^otn^ epistle, (le 
adds — ** The whoM State ifflpem aoimat^d^ith but oi^fi voice — ?t ii V\£n Boreii and 
Throop-^tfofh incorruptible reii^bl^ans of- the old school.***' * 

When shall America ceaso' to encourasj^ sancliofl and applaud the Noahs, Ben- 
.^tts, Butlers, Van Burens, Hoyts, and CrosweUs, whp thus make qport of the dear- 
est interests o^ d IcfVely cojjntry ? • « / * 

** Solomon says sogi^where or other, I thidk it 'is. in Castlevetft>*s,- or Castlenao- 
TO's edition — is not ther^ Such Si one ?— 'tha^ th<r ^Infatuation of agnation* Ibr a foolish 
minister is like ^hat of a lover for «n Jigly wt>man : Vhen once he opens his eyes, 
he wonders, what thb d6v41 b^witcl^ed hirm" • ^he quotation is from Horace Wal- 
pole, and although it is^rdl uod6rstSo<^^hat Hit, Vaq^nren l§ dAermined to leave 
no stone untiinred«that may be in the way of hi^ setviog out another four years, yet 
we would fain hope* that **the magician** will be no^moro k])Je to Jb'ewitch Co- 
lumbia. * • ■ * 

I was rathisr astonished, Jn 1841. to sfe the iollfxwing description admitted as a 
communicartion under th'e eoKorill. nea4 of tk^ JN^# 1(..£vei4Dgf Post : 

9 • *••''•♦••*.•• 

** Mr. Van Bar^ has ttttle n^i^ faith of any kind ;^ barely epqjagh tplbeed no artificial 
excitation of bpdy ormindr ^his de^iency drnrjes him ihto all artificial code of political 
practice, in which he refei^s all social actions to individni|14i^ere8t9,'and all political actions 
to combinations of those interests. *He beU^ves firmly in (heibrce of mimagejment, pr the 
cool, considerate, lartfnl application of generaiH>i'opositipns t^ the existing temper and opin- 
ions of^the masses, as far as thes£ can.be a^ertained, and without any leading reference 
to their propriety or durability. His generalftation of social phenomena never reaches so 
far as to a moral power, or^liecessary trath'in public opinion ; b^t he simply deals with the 
collective opinions of men, as inanifestei by the lepres'i^atives, or«ot^etwise conSpicnons^ 
individuals from or apiong'th*^ people, by* means* of pen||iin ^asy rules analogous to addi- 
tion,^ subtraction, ihuitipHcation and division ^n arithmetic. He belongs wholly to the 
present time, and may be saia to remcfsen'^t/^ifng or bns&iess polities. . He i& the very im-. 
I>ersonatiiHi of party in its ^rictest feature^ of fb^al discipline and exclusive combination, 
^e is ceremonious, polite, reserved in* manner. Very small; ^nd extreihel^ neat in per- 
son.'* .•• .'»*'*.•. 


. CHAPTER XII, 


^ Letter Sf ly Gov. Van Buren, tind Messrs. Camhr$leng, Coddington, *J. A. ffamil- 
ton, Ingham, DUdiei^^L, Hoyt and Butler, ^he Health Office — Drs. WesUrvelt, 
Havens, Manley, McNeven. ** Theyarty*^ saved oy a doctor. Mr. V. B. afraid 
6f Col. Pitcher. Jesse Hoyl anddf^e Ditt. Attorney's' place. Coddington office 
hunting. He is ready to abandon Japkson and the -Jjfirty, if, dfc. Hoyt, Butler 
and V. B. on office. Jqhn Duer in ganger. On plighting faith to Mr. V, J9. 
. F. BsS friendship for, W. 4- Ihier. 

[•« 2 sheets, chargcrM. V. BT."' Post mark, ♦* AJbany, Feb. ^.••] ' ^ 

Private. . ^ Albany, Feb. 1, 1829. 

• 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at JLt^Wt New York. - ^ 

• V Mt Dear ^ir,— «I am distressed by Lorenzo*s accounts 

of your affairs in New York. When will the Republican Party be made sensible of 
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the iadigpensable neceasUy of nominating ,n^pe but true and tried meot, 90 tliat when 
they succeed they gain something? The same game^ that 4s playing with ypu was 
in a degree played here on the nomination of Attorney^eneral. Tke only personal 
.objection thai was made to Mr, Butler^ was His -fionduct last winter in regard to the 
Clinton Bill, and I believe .that every Clintooiali in *botfi houses voted against him, 
except Oharles Liviiigstonj of whose vo\e I tirn advised.' Mr. B. depended upon your 
city vote, and would have succeeded if he had gq/ it. C^^rgill, Arnold^ Alburtus, and 
-Mr. Allen, yotecl for him-;— beyond th^t notlyng isLin)own. 1 must insist upon you not 
mentioning fay name^ in connection wittr this ^liHject in any form. M(^e it a point 
if ifow please tXMee my good fg,end CODDINGTON, ana say to him t/iat I have not 
ofien able tofoUou^his ^dvice in relation the Health appointments, and hope to satisfy 
.him when I see ]ym that I h^ve doife right. The elaim's qf Dr. Westervelt w^re, 
taking all things into the ^ccbunt, decidedly'^h^ ^^rongest^ and much*was du&to the 
relation in which he stood to Governor Tompkins, esp^ciaUy fron^ one who knew so 
well what the.latter has done and suffer^Tor this q,tatd* I shoul^ forever have r^? 
proacheS myself if I could na^ve refused so small a tribute to hl9>memory. Wester- 
velt is a gentiisiha%and ajnan of talent, of a Wh'^ Faniily, and a ^Democrat from his • 
cradle. He ^as three j%ars»in.^e Ho^ital and fiv^ years^^Deputy. Health. Officer, 
Until he was cruelly ^sim^ved th]t)ugh*«the' i»sfhimen^lity of Dr. Harrison, who, to 
my knowledge,*owetl.bis appointment to *the unwearied ant) incessant perseverance of 
Governor Tompkins. IHveQs 4a8 been at the station but a year and has i/ever seen 
a case of yellow fever in his life^ All that I could do for hlm^and^ehas not a better 
friend in the worid,)Lwas^to» satisfy myself that t)r. Wes^rveU and the Board of 
Health would reftifn nim m his p/esent statipn. •. I cannot dismiss Dr. Manley. His 
extiao];dinary capacity i^ univeiyally admitted ^nd his- poverty, add misfortune in 
regard to'the new Medical C^neSj^ wktbh he bro^gh^ intp' e^iste^ice bat failed to get 
a ^ace in it, has excited Vftympa^t&y'ftfr Ipm witU medic^ men' it ali parts of the 'State 
of unprecedented e^t^^l^ Mr.^Clintob was so sensible ot it that ne once actliaUy 
nominated liim'for healmgpjffic^r imd was updn the point* pf doing if, again the very 
week when he died. His reMoml if 'made, c&uld ohly be placed on political grounds^ 
and as he was' a zealmi^ Jackson man mt ike laJltitl^t^ thaCcotdd fiot have been done 
withmit' danger, ^ 

Butler fe& lefts than any of his ^ends. * , . • 

^ Yours trufy, . ^ M. V. BUREN. 

I had proqiised not to interfere a*nd di(J ifbj* * ' 


« • 


Jesse Horjrt,^ Esqi 

Dear STtr-^It is irapossibte to judge c^onrectly With<tut'a view of the whole gronnd. 
Some two or three weeks before the /nesting of^«the JLiOgislature, Sudam hy lefter le- 

? nested my neutralit]^ ^ shev^d to IVtr.^uUer, aifd, with hie approbation, replied, that 
would consider it my^uty^under all circumstadde^, not to interfere Bronson's friends 
had Ihe a^dr&s to bush, Dudley into the Senate, and -MARCy WAS* SO SITUATED 
THAT I^tfUST MAKE HlH A JUDGE OR RUII^ HIM. These circumstailces 

fave colon to the clAmdur about Albany diq^ati^nt.whjcbit became necessaiy to respect. 
lo onQ was better, satisfied tl^n Mr.' Butler of the impolicy and positive impropriety of 
my interferedbe, as matters stood. My fri^d Caropb4l is certainly wrong if he blames 
me. He was as anxious to have' Manley retaidt^ as to have Hitchcock appointed, and 
the slmount of his advice, therefore, i^as, ftiat Iishould give the two most valuable offi- 
ces to two old Federalists wh(^*never acted tv|ih us till last Yai), and that to the ezclu« 
sion of a young man nrHo, with alf Xis connexions, have* beeq R^ublicans in the 
worst of times — who has already been sorely 'persecuted^ and whpse firmness SAVED 
US AT THE HERKIMER CONVEISTTIDN— >•, Itad it not been for the fearless 
and prompt stand taJcen by Dr. Wester$elt ajl^r the Jifst informal h<illoU PITCHER 
WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE BEEN NOMINATED. After all, it is 
very doubtful whether he gets through the Senate. Mr. Schick is co-operating 
with the opposition in thie ^^enate, and air the old enemips of Tompkins, to get hira 
rejected. About one thirfl*of the Senate are absent, and the proUabifity is that he 
will fail. Jf so, I'shair no^ nominate Havens. I have been very frieii^ly to him, 
and have done all that was necessary to secure him (with goojd conduct on his 
part) in 'his present place, and I can never lend myself to promote the views of 
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those who coalesce with our enemies to sacrifice R.epublican8 who stay at home, 
an4 trust'to theii friend 9 i\^u th^ey may get their places. / should not have given 
Manley the office originally if I could have found a competent Republican to take it. 
But being [ibjcompetent and poor J could not think it proper no remove one Clin- 
tonian Jackson man to put in another. Ur^MeNeven utas his own only competitor. 
Targee has had as ' little to^o with the matter as you. have, and less than Mr. 
Bloodgood, or about as mu(?h. 1 j^grei tKe statte of affairs with you. It will work 
itself clear in the end. The general remedy is Bh«alteration or the time of your 
charter elections. • Believe^e to be, very sincere]]^ your fri«nd, 

♦ • * M..V. BUREN. 

; '. , • '. jAJhanfr, Feb. 8, 182a. . 

ISarker yesterday pvesentedt his for/nal complaint. s^aiifst the<Reeorder. .He be- 
have with great propriety, you flwstcay.no^iing of my#rieyrsiB Vegard to Havens. 

' (Post mark "Washington.) * . * Vfashington, 7 Feb.t 18g9. 

Dear H. — I have your .letter fof the Major [Noah,] lyho has net*yet arrived - 
when he does he shalT hav^ iu When thS^time comes, to 'tf^rtA;e\here*is no man for 
whom I would do. more than for «d^ fri^ Mt C. {Qg^dington,] none deserves 
more thaQ he does. You^re*mistaken — Ohio- is iox itself ^ IVexpept jsoon to hear 
theresuk of your ballotings. , i r* Very ttuly yours, 

♦ • ' C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

• • _* - 

. *. • , • ' , Ne^Yolk^Feb. i3th, 1829. 

Dear Hoyt — ^I ha'?ejs«en Al. Cpe^he has sigil^d ja yoO& favor, makings five ; and 
he informs me' th Ae is "no. dbu])/ (ft* your 'getting the eight that voted>for you in 
caucbs — and -in a4di(idn I ^ni^e nV doubt ^om^WiU get -Lte, which is all that is 
Teqcrired. * • ^ ^ * / J' 

You.no doub^ vememb<ir what ItoM you tlWeL^.yi^dA before the. election of 
Mayor, That Bourne must and should be the Jifayor-rikat I ^el^oni failed ta what I 
%nde»todk in earnest ((larticulatly far other s^P^c~~^ow J| will oe with myself I 
icn0W not) in the way of politics. . . . 

The result will 'be th^s in the entL You'll ie *District«At^niiQr amd^ Sherman 
Clock. ^ ' ' • ' 

NoahVhavihg gone to Washington^ several -of tthpse who voted/of him in caucus 
have left him, under the impression he Viirget something* there. 

His claims are certainly far greater than ISnerman's add X hav^not the least doubt 
lie would have succeeded but for thii^ijiipression. * 

, You may rest crssure^): I sha41 laan^ nothing undone that can b% dope fiturly and 
honorably to promote your interest' ' ^ ^ • • *. 

General Duff Green <(vak6 eleicted Prii^ter XO^tlie H(^^e ont Tfusdajf by a majority 
of two votes,, and General Jackson wa^ in* the neig^boibood and expected in 
Washington, on W ednesday. ■ , ' • * . • . . 

f obs^ve that our friend Silas Wi^ght^ Jr. Esq., has reached Albahy. * 

I want you to go with Cargill aQd* Arnold to the Chancellor, to Judge Marcy, the 
Comptrdirer, and Secretary of Stat^. ' . * . , 

If they do not like to feign ipiy naked application^ /ou'H .pleai^e draw up' a joint 
letter for them to sign in n^y favor, mddressed to our two Sefiaiors in Congress 
stating they ate personally ac^Uaintec^ with^ me, and recommending me as a suitable 
person to Jul the office of Purveyor, and Ir^pectbr of the Port of New York, 

This 1 want yOu to atteoji to without delay, 'as- tney may get committed. 

Recollect thaf T. L, Snrifeh (th^ Calhoun l)^an,) is a tsandidate — don't let fadm or 
Lis. friends know that I am' an a))plicanl until a^ter we S;et al} the sfigners we can. 

If any thing* of interest occurs I will wrtte you againl Yours truly, 

" Jesse Hoyt, Esq.'' . J. I. CODDINGTON. 

• 

Address, " Jesse Hoyt, Esq;, Albany." Pe?j G. Tucker, Esq. 
. ^* SUNDAY 'mbrninff. • . . *l^w York, Feb. 16, 1829. 

" Dear ifcyt, — We hft'd a full meeting THIS momijig at Head Quarters — ^Al- 
derman C. of. the3rst was there — ^also Judge O; (I mean* his brother Jesse), Capt. 
Coffin, &c. &c. . 
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We had lender consideijitioti the 'Major's letter from WashinfftoD, which you'll see 
in this morning's Enquirer— ^Iso your nominati&n for District Attorney.' 

. Alderman Cebra declines , signing' any paper; but safs they know where to find 
him/and is willing to so into at ballot intmediately, and would vote for )rou. 

. poionel Robert Arnold of New Jersey^dined with me to day. He is just arrived 
from Washington, and informs me that there is i^ doubt of our friend Governor Van. 
Suren's being Siecretary of State. 

, I have availed m^tself te .write tho? much in time to send yoir through my neigh* 
hour Gideon Tudkejr, who leaves here this morning, for Albany.. 

Very Respectfulljs &c. , J. I. CODDINGTON. 

12ic. F'mlc. N. Y. !J(^Feb. Address <* Jesse Hoyt, Esq., care of Lorenzo Hoyt, 
• Esq., Albanx.'; ' . • . I ^" * 

• ' . . N*ew York, tehi 20th, 1829. 

Dear Sir— :! am in Te<^ipt of y6ur fkv.srs o&the 16th and 18th, and am pleased to 
learn that Mr. T. L. Smith is noti an. applicant — ^b'ut really I* don't .understand the 
impropriety of^efting the support of our B!epabl\pan Friends in ihp Legislature* 
whether from ToMCn pr Co^rftry. ^ # * ' 

It is not a new thing. I^ave knoViyt to be done Ifbth io^this Sisite>.and also m 
other states, by person^ applying for o^oes uftder the* General (Jfovemment. 

I remember sig0m^/or the friends^f s^^ral of t&e Country Members the win- 
ter I was at Albany, but if I refo^et 'right I told, yoti^ my (jbject in getting the 
Country Members was'^ai so much with the 9iew o} strengthening mi hs it u>as to 
prevent others from gettiitg them, ' . J • . 

I shall be perfectly satisfied 'with any course yoi(*and my <Cher1lr]ends may think 
proper to a^opt. . • 

Before the receijit of yoUr l^st letter^ I saw Al. C. of tSe LstH)ii Change yesterday. 
He asserted boldly' thai he would i^pd(t you fo»Dislritrt Attorney. ' 
^He cannot nor dal^e not back out. , , , ' 

''I called to day at Goe's t# kno^ if any mbre*faad signed, but he had not the pa* 
per, and informed^ me that the Recorder hacLit—lbd I intend to see'it to-morrow^ 
(would to-day but for the yiohent**snew storm-^^ least 12 inches has fallen sinee 
morning,^ and endf avofts get the 9, to sign, and I think there is no doubt of getting 
that numoer. * • ^ ' 

I observe y»u wish ifckept a secret fhat ourfrieUd the Governor is going to Wash- 
ington. — Why even our opponents know it here! '. , . . .^ . ! . «. As I 
have got^Allen and Bogardns, jvouFcUit no^be well enodgh to get our other two Sena- 
tors from*this district l^'fhi&I.l^v^ ^ti^ly 10 you to do or not toirdo. Muir (Gen- 
eral) tells me^ttikt Arnold 4oU^him thaC he had ^ot tire Qjiancellor on, but as you 
say nothing about, tho*t perhaps he was mistaken.- 

If he has ^ot sign^ should like you to get "him.. * 


I have one m(ve;favor to ask jrou— let m^knOW thk day that Mr. Van Buren will 
probal)ly leave Albany for Washington. 

. ' Your friend J. L CODDINGTON. * 

In a long, letter of *Febl 23d, 1829, per fnail, i. I. Coddington says he l\as had a 
confidential let'ter from a M., qf C, Wash^n, iftm^uacing who. the members of the 
Jackson Cabinet were (it wai correct)— Codd'n 'T)ids lioyt take the list to Gov. 
V. B. — he then winds up — ^ * ' 

** I have to renew my request in lYiine of Saturday, which is» that you'l as^ertahi 
as near as you can what timd Mr, Van Buren will'ledve Albany." 

** P. S. I open this to sa)( that m^ Washington letter says that the general opinion 
was that Gen. Jackson joo^afit lo take ^ - of bis friends. J. I. C' 


) t. 


Per Mail^" Jesse Hoy t. Esq,, Albany^.*'' Pos$*mark, N. Y., 29eh Msm^h 12| cents, 
red ink. * • ' . 

'^-Confidential. ' Nfew York^ March 29th, 1829. 

My dear Sir — I have receiyedj'<)ur favor of tne 25tk. • [ 

Ifty intei^iew with Mr. Van Buren was not qUite as satisfactory as | could wisk 


48' OFFIOB 9VNTlKGH^CODblNOfON READ7 TO RKBEL ! 

or indeed had a right to expect, after ^hearii^g what Silas Wright, Jr. said to Arnold* 
I wilf explain further- when I see yon. . - «• 

It may alt end very toeU, hut I am prepared to hear of^ Noah, or Hector Oraig receive 
ing the appointment. ' » 

You no doubt have Heard ere this that Major Swartwout, of Hoboken, is to bo 
Collector of New York. He told ^e so himself. i 

The General had promised it to him, provided be could make Certain arrangements, 
which the says he yefy soon accomplished, and; %en\ dn-^and expect^ his Commission 
on T^usday morning. But notwithstanding all he says, ^ley, Fish, and others dont 
believe it, or. rather wont believe it. . ' ' * . 

Frank Ogden, it is said, will go to Lijre^ool. Youioetl racollect that Camhreleng 
- expects this appointment. • » . > ' - • • . 

Thus (if true) are .T\V0 OR THE VERY" BEST OFFICES ^athe gift of the 
Government 'GgfVEN TQ i^RSONAL FRIENDS, ^nd*i^thout evenconsuUing 
his Cabinet. ',•*•• 

There is. c^fnsiderabl^ dissatisfaction here tnkt Mi* Van Bufen was ndt.at Washine- 
toi) sooner. ^ - . ■ # . ▼ ♦, ^ 

Messrs. Bailey, Alley,* Bloodg(fod and Fi$h(%nd osiers, called on Governor Van 
Buren on Mon^y, and expressed tq^him whAtfhey deem^ thp vnshes of the Party^^ 
that Thompson, JDuers &t. Ought to be renwvef. ^ .' • . 

The Governor tol^^them that hfi had received a long leftek f>om yoa Respecting 
removals — but* particularly aboi|t the District -Attorney. . -• 

It is said C.^D. ColHen is*a caifdi^t»for Duer*^Iace. tf so, |here is another j>er* 
sonaKnend of the^Gei^r^Vs in your w&y. < • * » . , 

IF THE P^iSItJENT PIJRSU^S THIS COURSE THE PARTY I§ 
RUINED, AND THE SOONl^R WE B^pGIN TO BUILD UP A. NEW 
THE BETJER.* . • •, . ' 

Let tae heair froi^*yoy4gaki/iooi^ andbeUeve me tot>e youts trtily, 

' * J. I. GODI 


GODDINGTON.t 




J^EMi^s A. Hamilton, Acting Secfetai;^ of ^Stafp, W2asI^gtoii,«to Jesse IJoyt,. at New 
YoA. ^ , , it 

Department of State,«*March 10, 1829. 
Defor Sir — I have with pleasnr^ i%cehred voir letter. . As to Mr. Dyer, I will say 
to you, tf 1 stfid to his Brother-in4aw Mr. Bunner — *' While I am not called upon to 
to make an effort ,to displace Duer, his conduct, op ai| occasion of great feeling afad. 
delicacy, (the controversy with Mr. Kfbg about t^e t tI.amikon Papers'/ was not silch 
as' to occasion regret to me irhe should loose his (fffioe, or to indudb ime to tum*a 
finger to retain him." Vagrejt with you entirely in the propriety of taking changes 
FOR THE REASON YOU WGGE'ST. • ^ . 

With very great regard, jrQur friend and servvit, • 

. • JAMES At HAMILTON^ 

* .Franked,' S, p. Ingljam, Treasury Department. 
' • • *. . "Jesse Hoy t, -Esq., New York." 

Dear Sir — ^I havd received yoursy * .. ."*"»•. 

The District Attorneys have usually been recompiended by the Secretary* of th» 
Treasufy — ^but often the applicationshave been n>ade directly to the President. 

*'Coddington afterwards got the Nfew Y^rk Pdetroffice. It is evident that pielf was the ruling principle- 
-with him. Had it not been, he would nftt have dreamt of deserting th0se he hadacfed with, and endeavor- 
ing to raise a jnutiny in the republican camp, because <Genera^ Jackson had given away one or two out of 
00,000 offices. He is fond of intrigue and 'maiA^ement, hence his friendship for Van Buren. At the Sth 
of January dinner, at Tammany Hall, this >%ar,-his toast war ** Governqr Ifarn Buren— M« fidelity-us «- pat' 
tuon— his talent and, integrity as a statesman, have secured 'him th^ ch9ice of the people." 

t ThatMessrs. Coddington and Sty^artwout were upon as intimate and fri^ndl^ terms with each other as- 
Messrs. Swartwout^nd 8oyt, at the time when Coddhigton threatened to mutiny and build up a new party 
to oppose Jackson's meaAres, is evident,from the foUowing among dther privattf letters > 

Mr. J. I. Coddington, to Collect^ S^art\f8ut, vfJewTfork.^ay 6th, 1829. \ . 

Dear Sir — Mr. Isaac Warren» is tke Old I^emocratic Republican in whose favor I spoke to you sometime 
«inc£. He has been trying to- get an appointment from Mr. Thompson, the las? seven years*- and hope he 
may wow succeed. Mr. White and Mr. McD«rmutt have also requested me to speak to you in their faror 
for % situation. / have aiso^ to request that so %\ie and efficient ah*fficer.as«Jtfr. Nathaniel Hunt may not be 
rkmtmtd. Hours most respectfully, j. i. CODDINGTON* 
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As to the seYeral particulars noticed in your favpr, I can only say that it beccpies 
us to speak rather in action than by words, lest the latter may b^ misunderstood-^ 
theformer cannot be. ' 

ExcOse short letters — necessity compels me to.be very brief. 

SToprs sincerely, # JS. D. INGHAM. 

Washington, 11 March, '29. 

9 ■ 

* JVashington . Cfrr, March 14< 1S29. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New Yorl^ ^ ' / 

,^ . My *DEjfR ,§iR,— I have'been §ivored with your esteemed letter,, 
date^the dtb inst. Iilifeply to your qv^siion, I#will state, that from no otner person 
excepting youtself have I received anj*commynicatipn touching the office of District 

Van 



Jt5uren ]viii, oi coprsc, ngive mucn to say m it,.aBa to wnom you ooserve tnat you 
have written. TJijere will not be^hy remoMs from ojfice before the Senatt adjourns^ 
at least from omces in your city, as I am informed* It wae expected that wft should 
adjourn thfs day sine iie^ but we meet ag^Fin on JMonda^^p when tKSce will, I have 
no doubt, be an absolute tidioarnmenk ^ ' 

The appointments are all announced in the papers-^the few nominatfons left to- 
act on are of a military na^ture-»-Bre?7ets,'&c. Wyh great respect, I am, dear Sir, 
your faithful and ob^d't serv't, , • ; QJIAS. E. DUDLEY. 

F. S. I shall have the pleasure of seeing you at N^'w York on my way home, 
most probably. * . , . C. £. D. 


Mr, Lorenzo Hoyt to. his brother Jfsse. ♦ * .4 

^ *• * * \ ' AfcBAWT, Maro^ 17, 1829. 

Mt Dear Brother, — ^I have recei^0d your leCt^s of late-r-those *on the subject 
of District Jittomey among the rest^lind L ha^te «^n' ancl read the one to Mrs* 
Butler* . It seems to me to have- been IjiUbr lost,ic^ at the^last conversation I had 
-with her about the Washington je:i^pe3ition, ^e leemed as firm in. her opposition as- 
ever. What they will ultimately oonclude about it, \ donk kaoow ;« th<^ wiU pjrobably 
come to no .determination at presep^ 'I also*saw your letter to Mr. Btftler. Hi» 
opinions and feelings had undergone qg great chatrgji about the Disti^^ci Attorney 
matter since he ^^ yo^i ^ met him in at J^. V. B^uren's, Saturday afternoon, and the 
conversation betweeil us tbr^e, who were, alone, accidentally turned upon that sub- 
ject ; and Mr. Builer then t}bservM?.&at he began to think quite differently about 
it ; and he nowjsays, yhaf IcoinJ not but ibfnk her would say,, that he can do noth" 
ingfor Diier, He Vhinks your last letter i^aces thfe subject on a'strong ground ; and 
that such argumenti, adctr^sseddo Mr. yai, Buren, would be very apt t,o kindle a. 
proper feeling orresMmentA.(3rAWSTkSKT OF MEN WHO HAVE NOT IT 
IN THEM TO BE •HONBSST -.AND TKUE.T© HIM. Mr. Van Buren pbserved, 
on the occasion thai I BaV4 mex^tioned,' that ne^h^d a letter from you that mornings 
aind that vou had^et a'boutth^ giatter 'with'a very xletermvaed spirit. I. further 
understood him to say« that he should. not interfere, especially to Mve^Ouer. Before • 
much had Keen sa*id,dn; the subject we wete interrupted by persons ^ming in.. I 
am a gooJ deal suiprised that Mr.*Vaa Buren can' be neutral, in this, and that h^ 
will not not lefid the utmost weighs ofhi$ influence to displace Jrom office such men as , 
John Duer. He ought to'bc^ satisfied by* this Jime, that thait rfass of men can never 
be his real or pretended friends; any further than is necessary td promote their owa 
interest ; but strange as it may seem, I do believe that his fear of the effect of such 
m measure, is the only motive thatwwould j)r€vent his conferring on W. A. Duer^ 
any office within his disposal. You will probably see him when in New York, and 
yoi^ ought then to presebt your views to him in the plainest manner. If we have 
been struggling for the success of Jackson and the acquisition of political power, for- 
the benefit of our opponents; I wish to know it, so thai I may know how to act here 
after. Froxtk the manner iif which the i^resident has exercised his power thus far^ 
I am inclined to think, that h^e will go" the whole Ho^." • 

Mr. Van Buren left this mornitfg^about 11 o'clock.- Mr. Butler went with him aa 
far as Kinderhoek or 'Hudson^. Write me. 7 , - . 

^ « • Yours ajQfectionately, .I«» H. k 

.7 • . * 


so BROWNSON-— SWART^O^'T^TO THE VICTdRS bSLONO THB SPOILS. 

[Addressed to N. Yofk — post mark AJbany.l ' 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq. ' Albany, March 19th, 1829. 

My Dear Sir — I have not been^ able to furnish Chancellor WalworUi with 
a copy of — — *s answer, my orisioal copy having got into that celebrate'd recep- 
tacle of Chancery papefs, from which n9thing is ever to be withdrawn— rthe draw 

or bushel basket, (I don*t know which,) of his venerable predecessor 

I wish. I had time to s^y something of your last letter, but as the hour for closing 
the mail is at hand I must defer, and tf I defer the whple matter will tumble into 
Limbo, for I neVer can undertake to answer an old letter.^ You do me injustice in 
yotir mode of stating the case. As between p)U and fbho J^uer I ne^r can hesi- 
tate. You are qot only the oldestjrie'hdy hut jflpst assuredly kAVE THE STRONG- 
EST POSSIBLE CLAIMS' UPON* M£— claim* which I hap^ to convince you I 
kave notforgoUeny and can nnier forg^. • ^ 

' Mrs. B. continues to thin^ lily pot on]y*«^<he Wa^ngton ^people,' but of your 
atguments in its faVdr. I shall^ubmit t*he matter w^lly to her ded^sion, though my 
judgment, not less than ipy inclination, t^ls.me-she is wrong ia fifoihe of her object 
tions— ff not in«all. . . / Most truly y^durs, . • * ^^ 

// . . k If. BtJl'LER. 


-r^ 


CHAPTE&XIII. ^ 

Broumson on Restorations,^ Swartwout to Hoyt, pffice Hunting. — **'to t^ Victors 
belong the Spoils.*' Jesse advised to **push ilAAi flevil.** ne does so. Addres- 
ses Sec^y V^n Bui^n: Bryan* Far rail. Ifylp yoi^^Jriends. Heroics — ** blood 
' nobly shed.** Retributive justice, dfc. ' Rudolph Bunner*s bargain. Gouvemeurs 
bet, Jesse ^its hard — tihreatens U> iUue ** tM J^ife and Adventures of John 
Duer** — L^es Clay and Jacksofi's boldnesA ^ 

The reader, now admitted behind the scSnes,^ can not fail to jrecognize the wonder- 
tfui accuracy of Mr. Bjrownson's views ai to (he ioevitable ellbct which the return to 
power o(* Mn Van 4Burefl and; fig followers must iiave ha^. Mr. Polk's election is 

but the least of*two evils, but it 4s the least. * • • 

# *. "^ * • 

*' CoDsideraTe men, who stood by Mr. -^^an* Bnren^'and-^made no inconsiderable sa- 
crifices to sustain hin\y fdt.tiiat all. was not lost; nay, that .tfie^gain might, possibly, 
in the lon^ rua^ overbalance the loss! Mr. VaU fixjorci, (hev felt, was out of the wa^, 
and this, in itself^ was na trifling gain. *«Hope sprang up/iirMh. and; in the buoyancy 
of their hearts, they* Were disposed, to treat him wfth all *tendin|ess, to V^ead lightly 
on his fahlts, to forget the injuries hd inllict^d on the^ Republipai^ cause, and to mag- 
nify, as much as possible, his virtaes and j^ublic services. ? > . '« But the re-appear- 
ance qi Mr. Van Buren'on the stage. chan§es« the whol» affi>ect 9f^ affairs. He comes 
not aldhe, but as the chief of a bana, ^ich the country had ^^outly hoped was dis- 
pernd, never to be collected again. • He comes- as Mbe replesent^ti^re of the same old 
corrupt and corrupting system of part/ Xactics, foUograd By the same swarm of greedy 
spoilsmen, with their appetite for plunder sharpened ^ by the few years' abstinence 
they have bee|^ forced, through the remans of the.ori^aal yirtu^ and pa^otism of 
t^e country, to practise. Gratify liis wishes, restore 'hiiA to the pMce he is personally 
soliciting, and. we lose all' that was good in the defeajt'of the Eepubiican party in 1840, 
and retain only the eyil^ ^e restore what, wiflk an aunos^ «anheard of effort, the country 
had thrown off, and place thd Republjcau' party in the condition in which it must be defeated 
agaifty or the country irretrievably ruined." " 


Collector Swartwout to Collector Hoyt. ^ 

' , Washington, 14 ]\f«rch, 1829. 

My dear J[e8sika — ^Your very* beautiful and intire ioteresting letter of the 8th was 

received in due course, of law. I hold to your doctijShe' fuUy, that NO D D 

RASCAL. WHO MADE USE pF HIS OFFICE OR ITS PRjjOFITS for the 
purpose of ^keeping Mr. Adams in, and Gen. Js^son •opt of power, %s entitled to the 
lea^t lenity or mercy, save that of hangings .So we think both alike oti that head. 
(Wliether or not, I shall get anything in th^ g^eral scramble for plunder, re- 


* PUSH LIKE A devil' — THE A^nCB FCTLLOWBD. 51 

mains to be proven ; bat I rather guess I shall. What it will be it- not yet so cer- 
tain ; pefhapd Keeper ofthe Bergen light house, • 

I rather think Massa Foinp stands a smart chance of goi6g somewhere,, perhaps 
to the place you have nanted oV to the devil, .* 

Your man, if yod want a place, is Col. Hanvlton! He )>eing now the secqnd 
officer in the government of the JUnion, and in all probability, our next Pr^ident. 
Make your suit to him, then, and you will get what* you want. I kno^ Mu Ing-' 
ham slightly, an^ wouM f ecommend yen to 'PUSH LlE£ A DEVIL^ if you ex- 
pect' any thing from, that quarter. I can do! you no good in any quarter of the 
world, having mighty little in^uence 4)eyond*Ho*bok%n^ »rhe great goers are the 
new men 
travel, 
assure 

can carry ^ 

strong, but the beast is rather broken down here. * I'll tell you 
I see you m New York. * , • ♦ ' * ^^ • 

In seriousness, myjdear. Sir, yc>jir support must come from. Mr. Van Beuren and 
Mr. Col. Hamihon;*I^could*not liel^ yDU^ny nibre than your clerk; if Ihad'the 
ability) rest assured I w^nld do it without prompting. 

Tell Robert Sands that I am* offended with him ; he proQltsed to write U>\ae and 
Mr. H. on business, and he has not d^ne it. * My^e^t r^i^ecO to him. I shall be 
home in two of three days'. .jfUl Vrhen, do all you can to. improve your fortunes, 
And believe siiiperely, Yours, • SIM. SWARTWOUT. 




Mr, Jksse Hoyt to Hory Martin Tan Bui^en. 

Saturday, U o'clo^, A.M., Mar<!h 21, 1$29. 
Dear Sir^— I am under the neeessitv of* leavijig this evening so as to be m 
Albany «Mondiur m'omhi'g at*the«pei:iinf oi;the%)ourt of Chancery, and I presume I 
shall not be able* to see you. The. man ithom I had spoken to as your valtt has 
called every 4ay this week to see* wlren ybu was to be in toWn, but 1 have not seea 
him to»day, but I have feft,word atmy*qfllce if. he ca^ls.to send hitn to the City 
Hotel. His nattne \^ Bryan FarralL lie haa good reeotemendations from Mr. W. 
B. Astor. 
larly .his 
temper,/ 

Prime in this j[)articulajr, woubl never 'have occ^isiqp. to exHibit that failing to you, 
but of this you. are to judge* As k general rule it is an objection to a servanL He 
is married, bfifwoiilfl leave his family, herf; This is all I have to say oq doq^estic 
concerns^ and what else 1 have to «ay i^ i|ot upon subjects of less importance, but 
i^hich voil'may (aYid, aa^ the world ^e^ perhaps justly,) consider as partaking a. 
little of selfishness — ^but, as Mr. Richie said the otljer ^y in* a letter to Mr. Noah, 
»* Mr. Van Beuren must ^ell thje truth to G^eral Jackson." So I ought to tell the 
truth to you, and I will do: so, at the hazard of forfeiting your confidence and good, 
opinion ; for, if ihave it now^I am under serious apprehensions that'I cannot retain 
it long- without abandoping all political honesty, consistency, and *^ straight for* ^ 
vfardness." I. take it for grained tha^ll who d(S not support the present administra- 
tion you wi)l not consider vour frieflds, and of course wilj lose your confidence. I* 
have said.ftom the commencehieort of the centest \hat I WjQuld not suppbrt any ad- 
ministration who would sftpp^ft med ii> p^wer that had contributed to overthrow 
the democratic party in this State. I have prelich^d this doctrine too long, ^nd it 
haS' taken too a footmg here, to be easily gbt rid of. This is not only the doc- 

trine in theory, but we xeqUire it to be *re<fuced to practice by the servants of the 
people to whom we have (emporarily delegated the*trust. I speak now the universal 
sentiments of thedemocriicy of tfiis city, and you may cely upon it no man. can be 
sustained who aids or abets in- the dif^appointment of the ju^t expectations of the 
people on this subject — Arid all pel^onal considerations and private friendships must 
yield Xo political jusiihe. The leading'politiciansof jhis city (Mr. Targee and Mr. 
Bowne exceed) require the removal of Mr. Jonathan Thompson I .^d Mr. Bowne 
will put. in jecrpardy his own'^situaj^pn by attempting to sustain Mr. Thompson. 
Mr. Peter Siag^ and the appraiser every body seems to take for granted will be 
removed. We have in this State fought off the infamous charges against General 


\ • 
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Jackson and yootself and gave the /<> to the authors and i^ublishera of them. To 
coniinue those in power wh^ contri touted to sustaining those charges woul^ bat ad* 
mit ihe truth of thjem, Und throng back a rebuke upon ufc for contradicting tbenu 
This reSuke is unjust, and we will not f'eceive it with impunity from an administra* 
Hop which WE TU£ I^EOPI)^ Mtitie created.. Nor can we sanction the doctrine 
of the administration, or anp of its memberef ^nyiijg up its enemies at the expense 
'of its iriends. ** The blood^^he inartyTs is the seed of the church, "-and thqt blood 
which we nobly shed iii ]8244n defending our principles and cur mrtyis still curdled 
by the recollection of. OUR SUFFERINGS in that memorable Jfight, and we^will 
not now permit it to b^ handed *oi^ to the mercv or ^nagnahimity of t^ose who 
were the caussof its being shed — bpt we ask X\i2x\^trihutivejustict^'shall be dealt 
mit to those who from that time ta thit have not iheaihed 'their swofds or ceased in 
their efforts ta prost'rq^e us. In <%iling tipon our /riendsy to act injthis matter, we 
shall, as we always have done, fejiHidiatcp the 'doctrine of neutrality, yie shall ez< 
nect every man tOttake side9 one 
The old maxim of^" those not for 
that its authority <;annot be cTdliied. 

about whjch I am particularly excked fof.various feasone-^itis ;he^c43e of Mr. Duer. 
lie was appointed by Mr. Charles King, ^dhi^ jemoyal qr retention is probably left 
with you, at.least so $ays Mr. San£prd and Ms. Dudley, if I read* the -letter of the 
latter correctly.. Mr.JBuaner, I pi^sume> Aa/ made his bargain with some Southern 
Interest for his retention. *l judge so from various circumstance's, one of which is, 
that Mr, Samuel L. Go%verneur offered a bet (^$100 Uay before yesterday thfit he 
would not bi removed. He has his* advices daily from Mr. Calhoun or some of his 
friends, I have not the slightest doubt. The conversation I had with you at Albany 
satisfied me that you would reidHr^MVe Di^r, ifyOU could find a satisfactory apology. 
Since }vhich f have heard fn^n Mr. puer's friends that you would support him, and 
from yours that you would remaip neutral. Wlfeigi I left Albany I was^not a candi- 
date, and* I became so, as iXirrote I^. Ii:vgli»B,'by the 'advice 'of my political friends* 
who conld^insist upon Mr. D.X/^moval. * l^old Mr. BoWne^ that r would not take 
the office *of .Disjtrict. Attorney <for this city- if* I douid get it, tillMr^Duer wa^ re- 
moved, and noW^ repeat that J will hold np«o&ce from an/ political party that will 
keep Mr. Duer in his present station. The \eTY idea tKat you wob14 by- thought or 




were stunned by the'shoats of ^/. IJuec and his l)riend^ over iSheir ahampagne in- the 
room below. Whsit you told me in that conversation I well .recollect, knd I thought 
yoa ^ere fe;rious ana would nqt, un^ep|iny circumstance^ fofget tlndki^t least for 
six years, the ordinary ^is^ute limitation for pariA promises :.but if[ the statute had 
Attached t^e promises, and the consideratioa Ifetve been received by Mr. Deer's con- 
nection with Judge Tiiompson,.Anti-J\Aisonry, ftnd Gqd knows w^t, last fall ; and, 
if I recollect right, Mr. D. was- to be one of t^e body guard to give you an escort 
to Kinderhogk the Friday after the last November .election.' I do not remind yoa of 
these things to'extite your prejudices, but as evidence of overt acU against the de- 
mocracy of the Slate. To retain, Mr. Duer would belo disappoint friends and en- 
emies, for il is considered by all upon general principles tbaf be is to be temoved, 
<end if .he is retained youiget ao credit for it even froni them. They will attribute 
it to your f^ars, and your party friends* will charge /ou ^th bargaining to buy up 
your enemies at the expense ot the part^^ho have larboi^di^to sustain you. There 
IS a charm.attending boM measure? extremely fascinating — it had giren to General 
Jackson all his glory, and it will give to Mr Clay 'hereafter, power and strength,, 
and the speech he made af the Washington dinner is ^dmir^d for its impudence* 
and the manly spirit it breathes^ • . . # •' • , 

In regard to the applicants for Mjp. puer's place, I hafe nothing to say, forthef 
than %at it is not jusl tg import a man froha^he country — by this / m^an Mr. Bun* 
nert who is not at *heart%oith us^ asf^du plainly discovered on your visit two years 
ago to Oswego-^besides many^oiher objections that fjould be raised, it would amount 
to a reappoiiUment of Mr. Duer. I* have donq nothing since I wrote to you, in 
regard to myself. Many people have.oSbred to interfere in my betalf but I kaye 

* I think ho iiit«ade^tofa^< independence.' *' •# "• . ' , 

% - .4 
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idelayed taking any measures till L had seei^ 'yoo. ««My first and priDcipal object is 
. the removal of Mr. IX, and vthyfin that is done I am willing to leave my claims to the 
jiistice and not to tha policy of the appointing •p6werf . If Mr. D. is not removed by 
the rimei I return from Albany, I shall visit AVashirfgton to hand^ in person to every 
member of the Cabinet " TfA- Life atyi^^Advent'^es of John Ihier^^ — ^for as lopg'as 
Ood spares my life J shall not "sparer my exertions to get him out of office, as well as 
all those who have betrayed their friend%*tfieir party, and theilr principles. lo doing 
this, however, I will not, as he andihi^ friends have d(Aie, violate the sanctity of 
private friencTship an^ private confidence, but the means I 'shall f'esort to will be free 
from concealment, bux shall be open and manly, and upon the same principles tfiat 
has actuated me in oppositi|[ him duringithe late congest. I^'shaH therefore, if drwen 
to go to Washington ta prefer hiy complaints- shall go, not,a9 .»\^ndidatb myself, for 
I should not then l^e listeaed to wit£ a^ much feonsideratipn as I otherwise should^ 
because men "it powei; are not prohe to Mk upon office steekenTin soTavorable a 
light. " • . / . • 

I have written this in the hurry ef departure^ atid subject to the interruptions of 
-office business. I have not time to raau it over and*pruneit of any doubxpil expres" 
sioDS, if any such thei^e ob« J tberefctf'e senditi subject ^to any explanations that may 
Ire proper to cphvey i9y true meaning. ' > .* - 

So far as I l^ave taken ti general pr special view of tne Subject spoken of I am 
borne out by. a vast hiajdrity of yoQr political friends innhd ci(^, alf of whom feel this 
to be a critical point* in your political fdte. The tfUory of your address to the Com- 
mittee of the Legislature we alh admire — the practice under it/if conformabje to the 
theory, fs all that we fequire« . • '• * , 

Jn*great baste, very truly, your friend, J. HOYT. . 

Hop'ble M. Van Burfcn, Wash'n. 


<• CHAPTER XIV. 


Secretary Van Buren's repl^ — Hoyt charged with rudeHess, Who had the President's 
confidence^ HoyVs rejoinder — he had no inherent Ipve of^office — was no mercenary 
politician — had been educated by (he Secretary. Curtous story of N. Y» office 
seeking, Jesse^s qualities, Sec*y Ingham on Plaoe hunters, (!ambrelerig*s efforts 
on behalf of (foddington. The yffhigs pitted, V. B^s yourtg tribe. 

Secretary Van Buven, Wasly^gfon, to . Jesse H6yt^ Esq., New York. * (Private.) 
Free — M. Van, Buren. * . 

Pear Sir — 1 never expected to see vthe ddy.when I should (e constrained, as I 
now am, to adQresft you in the langyage of complamt.. Nothing but* my strong con- 
Tictidn of the extend 'and' Sincerity of your friendship could sustain me in resistilDg 
tlbe belief that you have a settle^ pjirpose to (Quarrel with me. Here I am engaged 
in the niost intricate and. imjfbrtant affiiirs,«which are -"new to me, and upon the suc- 
cessful conduct 'Of which ^y reputation as well as the'interests of the* country depend, 
and whiclTkeep me occtipied from early in thet morning, unHl late at night, and can 
^ou think it kipd or just to haili|iss me under sucl^ circumstances with letters, which 
no man of comm6i% sensibiKry cfn rea*d witlj|Our pain lu Touc letter to me at'New 
Y'ork contained ifiany truths, for wAlcht, I was thankful, and reflections which I 
thought just, but the whole were expressed in terms so harsh, not to say lude, as to 
distress DM exceedingly.^ I'havd scarcely recovered from the effect of 66 sreat an 
«rror in judgement, tor* say £0 thing * else, wb^n I am favored with anoth^ epistle 
from you, still transcending its .predecessor' in its tnost .objectionable features. I 
must be plain with ^ou. M have all my life (at least since I. have known you), 
cherished the kindesA solicitude (or your welfare, 'and have manifested- at least my 
goodwill towards you', and'shduld be eirtremely sorry to have occasion to ^Jioge 
those feelings, but it is due to us both that I should say, that the terms upon which 
you have seen int to place our intercourse are as ioadfiissible. It grieves me ex- 
ceedingly, inore than >you imagine, to be (fblrged to say so. When 1 was favored 
with your epistle in New Yt>rk, I had jqst returned from.aa inte^iew With .Mr.^ 
Bowne, in wjbich I had made ycjiy iiAiedbite* appoiatment as District Attorney, a' 
point that could be no longer delay^. *I (idve sinda had* an increased desire to se^ 
it done, have taken steps to effect h, and with the ^ail that' brings your accusatory 
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letter/I have infonaatioii that it shall ^e floiie'; bUt.that you are hesitatiitg whether 
you will accept it or not. Lei fhe advise you witj^'Uf giving, my reason why, fo do so* 

The story you tell [the word illegible,'] as'comin^'^uom Mr. Jlills (a man who if I 
know him is without the slightest c6Dsiderati6|t'iil,«fidciety) ahout the President's great 
confidence in Mr. Berrien, and little in.n^^';. i^he^eriibt stuff iBat could be conceir- 
ed. ^ The**' r^ctition of. such idle^ps^ip ccjn^traihs'me to say. what I Sim almost 
ash&med to go, thatl*haye found.tne*P/li,^ent-tifrecti0nate, confidential, and kind to 
the4ast degree ; and that I am entirely s^s^d that there is no degree of good feel- 
ing or c6nfidence whiclKbe does not eojtettain.fof me. He lys, however, his otni 
wishes and favorite vieWs upon points which it is not fny province to attempt controuL 
Upon every matter he wishes to have the fituth and respects' it ; and wfll in the end 
satisfy all ef the pu(ity ftf his vie^s apd intentions. * I hb7«e^hot time to sCdd another 
word. Your friend ^nd 'humble servaot in extr^e haste^ 

Washiigton,^ApriH3,.li29. .' w^ *' ' M. V. BUREN. 

Mr* Jei^e HoyUto Mr, Secretary Vau*Buren, at Washington. 

. * • * , New York, April 24, 1829. 

• Dear 3tB, — ^I received'yoiir letter of the }2, on Monday n^orning last at Albany, 
^nd sufficient timeJias elsipsed I thi'Qk fQ enahle me to agisw^r it wkhout indulging 
in tho^e feelings its pefusal naturally gave rise to. I kave vcot> now and at no time 
have I had any '^etthd puxjtose to*quarrel with vou,^ for j»hav^ too often quarreled 
for you, to be at this time willii]g to quarrel with you. It would be'extremely humih' 
iaiing to me to be'obfeer/ged to admit, 'that in all my intercour^ with you I had not 
sufficieht sagacity to understand your character ; and it would* be no less nionifying 
to have cause to unsay all I have said for the last 12 yeaiSs,^ calculated to advance 
your reputation ^*s a man, and your INTEGRITY 'as a. politician. When I first 
<;ame to this city to live, your democratic adherents were not numerous — and with- 
out any vanity I may say that m^ exertions ' tended, toy increase the number — and 
until I have been found guilty of sopie overt act in derogation of my former conduct 
I question with great Tespect your right to4(iak^ the insinuation your letter seems 
to convey. ^ • 

As f am not favored with a bill of partioul'ars of my ^* indiscretions" " errbr of 
judgment," &cc» &C., I dm deprived of the power of explanation, bul if the plain 
truth, spoken in a plain -way,^ renders '<^]^ intercourse inadmissable," then am I 
content to be cut d&Trom theVorld and the friends I have hitherto been ardently 
attached to. . • . ^, 

Every idea l,conveyed in the iuierjfou received from me whil^here were conveyed 
more in reference' to your 'interest fhan'my own* ana the laifguage in which they were 
clothed I supposedswould have been sumcientiy softened by the reservation I made 
at the close of* the lelter—at least t'o i^uch Sin extent as woulct kav» protected me 
from the charge " of rudeness," which always* detracts from^the gentlemanly de^ 
portmenti am most anxious to jireeeiiye^ .The political sentiihent of that letter! 
still adhere to. My political sentin»ents I inh^ited from a *\long line of ancestors'* 
(such as they, were,) MY POLITICAL EDUCATION I AlVE MAINLY IN- 
DEBTED TO YOTJ-FQR, and tKe vrmciple's I imblhed *frdm hirth as well as, educa- 
tion cannot i>€ eradicated at thh kime of life, I HAvE.TSfO'f MADE POLITICS 
A MATTER OF DOLLARS AND, CENTS; .^pSr HAVE J' ADHERED TO 
PARTY WITH ^HE HOPE .OF GAIN, b^t I have labored in them under your 
immediate auspice^ for 1^ years wiUi ih^ leaSing' motive to serve you, but against 
the advice of many powerful business friends. During this time you have met 
with oc;pasional reverses, and I believe toy fidelity anj faithfulness, and even some 
degree of efficiency to you, were never questioned by* any *one — ^nor am I aware 
of having evinced any disposition ta •shrink from th^ consequences of adversity 
which attended^ou. If perchance I should now fail to pour out heartless adulation 
less copiously than sycophants *and intregers' wiio. haye the good fortune to sur- 
round -your person at (his time, it may b*e a just ground "for Jetting me down the 
wind a prey to fortune.". I have no ambition to be in^ the trail) of great men, \f I 
am to sacrifice my independence or to be prohibited in* expressing ian honest opinion. 
I frankly admit I wrote the letter refdSrted to under some excitement I was assured 
by Mr. Duer's friends that'yo\) had .promised to sustain him. My conversation with 
you at^bany led me to the ^me conclusion,.. Lhed that morning redeived informa**- 
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tion ttom AlbaBy that yon hid gpok^i j to- Governor Throop, at tKe re^^ and ia 
behalf of J^udge Duer, for Yice-Chanc^Ilorl If this' was not enough to ^stify ^)ais 
dealing from one v^hp had givBa 80ine>pro0f8 of devotion to you, and who felt the 
great interest you had at stake, I ami ^ at a los» to know what would have been. 
/ know the sense of your partimns m\elqfi(M4o th$se men, and I know a more India* 
creet measure, you could net liav» adopted', if you desired to retain your power and 
influence with the party to which V^ii*hare acknowledged obligations. 

As I wrote that letter my connd^tial clerk copied the sheets (I kept a. copy 
'without reading qver the ori^inafor even <he. copy before I ^ot to Albany) for tne 
purpose .of enabling me to shew it to Mr. Butler. *1 did so, tin^he remarked that it 
was all light, 4ind he was glad I wrotd it. He said the id^as were very strongly 
expressed bi/r the res^vva^pn I refer ^rendered that [^armless in p^ntof language^ 
and I must therefore confesa I was surniiB^* V) fina that tHe character of the 


language I used Jiad fbui^d itsfwayjto yoiA ** Sensibility," orViat you could for one 
moment consider me ^ilty pf "/lid^ess." As* to the other letter, I am equally 
surprised at thcep^eptipQ. . If these ]%er%, censidereif exoepticftiable, then I fear the 
one I wrote covering one to Mr. Hamilton* would bB d(*emed «Btill more so. I had . 
reason to he dissatisfied witbMr. Hamilton for having sSisled'me in his letter early . 
in March. 1 mav have written the last letter un^er the influence of that feeling. * 
When I tell you; nowever,'that I.jiieant nothing inconsistent»with my former rela* 
tion to ypU) a.ni thdt I shall not heteafter-dbtrude eiijier rhy opinions or advice lipon 
you in relation^ to any sv^ject, I should hope I had made satisfactory ^atonement* 
I am perfectly aware of the responsibility of your sitiAition, and God knows there 
is no man living, that Would be more gratified than I should to have you acquit 
yourself with reputation. I am vety much obhedgt.d to you for your, interierence 
with Mr. Bowne. I shall not^ get that place, and I can fell you bow I was 
kept out of it. Mr. Maxwell,* '^^en* lie got alavned, goes to Ju^ge Hofiman 
and tells him he was to be removed, and thdt hi^ son,^^den, had better be a candi- 
date for theoffice. Mr. Bowne tells Riker, cdhfidentlaljy and he tells an Alderman, 
that you would be. pleased to see me put there. This comes to the ear. of Hoff- ^ 
man, and he goes to all the Qfintonian «Aldermen) . . . .. of the 4th and 8th 
-wards,—; — 2^c. Src, and insinuates . this idea to them, And with all the adroitness 
peculiar ta that family^ rakes up old * prejudices, enlists Duer, who is attached, to 
young Hofiman, with all the co*odi6s, high minded, an<f Clintonians, and I was 
defeated. Pue'r was in the thickest of this. • No Cflintonian in the Legislature 
voted for Butler, save one or two ; not one of the corporation voted for me. Wis 
had.hecome obnoxious for' our seryices'ih the coi^e of another ieader* -There is not 
old staunch demqcracy enougl) in the Common Council 'to elect me. It is not then 
surprising- that nyy inveteracy ^to that^concem, coodies, high minded and all, should 
be aa strong as it.ts. Mj, Duer Ss now playing .the same game |h&t Maxwell play- " 
ed bil Wednesday (James* Campbell authorised me to say so) — he went to Judge 
Hofiman and told him* that he nad such information as satisfiea.hinl that 'he woulcT 
be removed;^and that he didWiq) k&w whf his ^dn Ogden should not be appointed. 
Mr. Puer h^d then been informel that Mr^ Hamilton had the option to take the 
ofi&ce. He told me jn Tuesday tKat Mit^am'iltoacourdnot take h,for on that 
subject he was *.* Committed on paper." Mr. Bunner told me the same thing on* 
Monday, at Albany.' Arter thi$ Mf. Duer goes to Jiidge' Hofifnian, and, with what 
motive it is not dimculr to^di vine. • , ,J • ' V "^ 

I did state to 'Mr. Howne that*jis' thiQffS noi^ afood, J[ could, not Except the office 
of Attorney for this County, jior cap !• if it could be given me, after what I write* 
you, with any degree of honor. J informed the gentlemen who were instrumental 



I and I need not say that I have not been p^omt^ed any^id from you, though I 

thought then ahd now thinflp I had strong flaimS' on you as a party man and a 

personal friend — and su^h I undertake to say is <he \iniversal sentiment of eiiery 

body here, ^f aLll))arties -^rho haye witnessed my exertions to sustain you i^ainsC 

I the infamous atta(;ks of your ^enemies. Mqc^ Ihan 20r leadin^^'men here tendered 

I their names, and among the rest MV. J. Cr S&inTiton*; your silence induced me to 

, decline the proffer. I HAVE NO l|Tlp:RENT LOVE OF OFFICE, and I 
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hare not th^reforci studied discretion or weighed prenqior&R lihd adverbs in iiiy letters 
to "Xlonstitutional «adyisers'' and advisers not coasti^utional at "yVasbington. I 
knoii) THE EXACT EXTENT ojf my pretensions, my servic£s, claims, CAPACI*rY, and 
POWER — they are small and inoonsiderable — But when all or a])y of them — shall 
not be properly respected by those whom I thtnk ou^t to respect them, I shoald be 
unfiling to submit in silence without 'being alarmed at any fate *tfaat might await 
me. Political Jideiity, untiring industry "and persevirance will one day or other find 
their yalue in the political market. These qualities Itlaim to possess, and which I 
d«em inljiorlant ingredients in fortning'and which 'nearly* make up .a capital, on 
which one can conunehce business on his own account. It would griere- me as 

Siuch and infinifely mdre than it possibly could you to be under tfie n^essity of 
ififering so far fas ^to lead Wa seyerance of*|fcat friendship which t ^ow has ex- 
isted.^ you hare the poVer td«n^ker4ale Dilstrict Atlcrney, but I could/iot suffi-' 
cieriWy abhoc myself if I was. ** to, quarrel with vcru'>for omitting io do it. #:Yelif 
Mr. Duer is not remoyed or any but a denaoorsj^is^ appointed 1 should do violence 
to the principles yon havenau^ht me not to 1|^ dissatisfied ; And J. do not think your 
nature is so muoh changed as that you would. require me to withhold tlie expression 
of that dissatisfaction? Lo*renzo. tdls me I had*bett«r libandon all ideas of political 
* peferipent till the coodies and high oincTdd hay^ become exterminated. Perhaps 
he is right. I have'aald all I have to say,'and ^perhaps* more thaif I should have 
said, but the ground upon which your letter placer us «eeiiled ti requirer equal can- 
dor on my part. I will not attempt to disguise th^ fact*th^t my feelings were such 
toward yoU ihat I fancied I tvas entitled to kbow the p];inciples upon which you 
were, to dispense your jioliticaU power, and to he injhrmed^frankly whether it toas 
expedient 1,o ask for the place of art obnoxious incumbent. ' Ine confidence I s£ould 
k«|ve reposed in your friendly advice, whi'ch'I thpiMit myself entitled to, but which 
was withhefd, would have satisfied me, whateygr^t.mig^ht.have been. Vour total 
fiilence on thi^ subject, with^^e apprehension 'attending it, led to the anxiety to be 
informed whether your friends and eiftmies were to be put in, ^otch-potch, without 
any mare adhesive qualities thaq pil and water, and which could never be reduced 
to a ireasonable consistence. •It was nek iiicoirsisi^nt with piy regard for you to point 
to the danger of such a course ; wheth^r»I have by so doing forfeit#a your confi- 
dence is a matter somewjiat lessened in importanc^.te me, from a convletion of the 
purity of my motives. ^et, as I eve»havftH>een\ Your friend/ 

' . '- ' . ^ J.HOYT. 


Hon 


on. S. D. Ingham, Secretary Tj^ttismy, to' Jbsse HoJ-t^ Esq., N. Y. — ^Franked, 

Washington, April 1*^. ' ..••*..'*. • • * 

* • *• * Vwbington,\4^pril, 1^29. 

Dear Sir — Your favor is duly regeiYed, but yoii must permit me to say in great 
apberf^ss, that an excitement Without reason cafinot be founded, in sober judgment, 
and ought never to be made the saus^ of actioWn t^ pact of an administration, 
who are bound to (Consult, in grtot i^oberness, the^Ai( iflter^ts of the Country, and 
not the feverish feeling even of the ISesl of friends, for' which' no reason can be 
given. « ' / . 

If there weffe an enemy inei^cing. your good f ity with dAolation, that would be 
a good reason for' excitement, or ifHt w^ knoMon that your CeiUctqr was embezzling 
the public money, or corrupting' the Gommudtty\by*officitil -ajiruses, there would he 

food excuse ; but really /or so'many wise men^ as vvt claim among our friends in New 
ork to sufier themselves (o be put into Jiysteri^,s'pasmk because of the continuance 
of Mr. Thompson io collect the duties^ a few days or weeks Ifinger, or shorter, is re- 
ally matter of surprise — an:d if it indicates &ny thin^ fo^ consideration here, it is, that 
it Would be better to let the Fever evaporate Ijefore «ve t'hAw k any ipore stimulants 

.[or stimgloiis]. I ain sure thisit sedatives are better^ adaj)ted to such a condition than 
any other prescription^-but to bomofe uerious, my Dear sir, jiet me tell you that 
the^e is a vast mass of selfish interest at work abroad,* to .excite jealousies among 
us here, and produce distraction, by.^ich some m^ ride into office on one h'obby, 
some on another, while we are en^eavoriDg to stanIK unmoved bj^ those lufiling pas- 
sions, and .by harmonious action, to keep the shi)) steafly 09 her course — and I should 
hope there was so'bergess enough among you to resist the impotence of expectants, 

' until their vlin hopes shall yi<}ld*to reasott and common sense. 
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There is, moreover, you must know an immense mass of severe and comtant labor 
to be performed hythe officers of the government, and much more severe to those who 
come newly into office. These duties cannot be postponed, and.l do assure you that 
I am compelled daily to file away long lists of recommendations, Sfc. without reading 
tliem^ although I work 18 hours of the 24, tcith all my diligence* 

The appointments can be postponed — other matters caTino^— and it was one of the 
prominent errors of the late administration, that they suffered many important public 
interests jo be neglected, while they were cruizing about to secure or buy up par- 
tizans. 

This we must not do, ^nd hence it is only at intervals, " few and far between," that 
we Can find a moment*s time to consider appointments. 
Then let us come to New York — 

Our friends there have settled down on about tw'o of the appointments, but you are 
wholly unsettled as to the Collectorship ; and I believe as to D. A.,* and yet such 
luipatience .' . ' 

AVhy, Sir, let me tell you, that one of our best, and I had almost said, ablest friends 
in Baltimore, left here on the 6th March, leaving his imprecation behind him, because 
he was not appointed to an office, not then recant, and because we had not removed 
all the Administration Inspectors, not one of whom could have been known here, and 
of whopfi they have not yet accurately informed me. 

He has since come to his senses — the Inspectors are chiefly removed, and matters are 
getting right there. 

Boston, too, has been in a fever, where our friends were so- strong, that they have 
'divided into two parties. 

Providence, too, has had a ferment, where we h^d 72 votes, all told. 
There has also been the same jl Little Egg Harbour, where we hsAfive votes ! 
These matters proceed from tiVrooi^bid parts of our system — but nothing can isink 
•deep which is not founded in something fational aqd substantial. 
Are you not wearied with my long letter ? I am. 

It is the most lengthy epistle I have written, since I was dubbed Secretaxy->^and 
'despair of getting time to write such another, for this year at least. 

, Yours truly, S. D. INGHAM. 


Mr, Camhreleng to Mr, Jesse Hoyt, \ 

Private, Washington, lOth'Jan'y, 1833. 

IXear H. — I wish you to show the enclosed letter to Mr. Jackson. Mr. McLane^ 
beside^ (ohich that letter contains (which is a true statement) had other reasons which 
€annot be explained on paper. There was no deception — no want pf influence about 
it — the question rested on other. grounds altogether. 

Say to our friend C. {Coddingtonl In answer to his enquiries, that I had this morn- 
ing a frank and full «onversation with Mr. Bar^y, who tells me that he never author- 
ized Mr. Smith to believe that he would apppiat him, and that 'he bad no ide^ of doing 
any such thing. Mr. Smith's going on to New York has done him injury— ^« will 
not get the office. It is well understood by the President, Mr. Barry, and by all who 
have any influence here, that when a change takes place Mr. C. will undoubtedly be 
the man. Although I cannot and will not be instrumental in the removal of Mr. 
Oouverneur, I will take care that our republican friends shall not be disappointed for 
the last time. When a change takes place, Mf, Coddington toiU be the choice of the 
President and the P. M. G. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

^^ Your letter is destroyed — do the like with this — Gov. Thfoop and Mr. Craig 
w^ere nominated to-day. 


Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. Free — M. Van Buren, 

My Dear Sir, — I serid you with- the greatest pleasure the letter 
you desire for our friend Phelps. I have been here Tor a few days where the 
Cnemy is using very' desperate efforts. I almost begin. to pity the poor Whigs. 

* U. B. Dittiict Attonwr, So. Dii. N. > « 

8 
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Th«ir next cogoomeo will be DemoeraU — femember what I mj. I think you ought 
at fome of yont meetiDgs, to call upon them, as oor friends have done in Philadel- 
phia,- to give notice bj what name thej mean to p9m next jear. 

In haste, very truly yonn, M. VAN BUREN. 

Kinderhook, Oct. 21, 1834. 


Extract of a letter*-fidward Liringston to Jesse Hoyt-~dated Albany, Feb. 24, 
1821. — *« Peter R. told me that if the collisions which have taken place since had 
happened befoie the ,New York^appointments, that he would be d d if I should 
not have had my appointment. Sutherland did not want any thing for himself, but 
went away quite in a huff. Van Buren*s youog tribe, that he has been training for 
die last 18 months, thought they could rule the State, but he is too cunning for them. 
The party is in an unsettled state; we want a firm leader. We must puff up some 
of our clan into a great man. Bowne is pressing the bill to divide the Mayoralty as 
fast as possible, to enable him to give us a major, &:c But who they will be he 
keeps to himself.** 


CHAPTER XV. 


Eighteen Letters, John Van Buren (Attorney General) to Jesse HoyU Speculation^ 
SetSf tcagerSf ^gambling in the Stocks, fraudulent sales, profane language , drawing 
out the deposits. ^^Buy my Stock.^* Buying on Marcy*s Message. C. W. Law' 
rente to *'run like the Cholera," Prosper M. Wetmore. Bets on Governor, 



acknowledgments, Boston and Providence. Mohawk* Harlaenh ^c 

The office of Attorney General places the distinguished individual who fills it at the 
head of the Bar of the city and State of New York. It is an office of high honor, 
great importance, and large emolument. The Attorney Greneral is the chief public 
prosecutor. His opinion is required by the Governor, by the Legislature, and by 
public functionaries throughout the State in cases of grave emergency and . legal em- 
barrassment. With him rests the conducting of civil causes on behalf of the people. 
The validity of great public contracts much depends on the clearness with which they 
are dfawn up- Here ^gain, and in their enforcement, too, he is a conspicuoila officer.. 
£x officio, he is a Trustee of Union College, and other educational institutions, and 
ought to be a man of pure character, unsullied fame, and great legal learning — a pat- 
tern to lawyers — and a terror to wrong-doers. 

The predecessor of Mr. John Van Buren was the too notorious General George 
P. Barker, the parent, director, prosecuting-attomey, and whipper-in of that curious 
corporation, the City Bank of Buffalo, concerning which, after it broke down. Gov- 
ernor M arcy reported that the redemption of its notes by the State Treasury had 
exceeded ^00,000; and that *'t/ is supposed that a still larger amount of the 
fraudulent issues of that hank than is aJreadyredeemedn is lurking yet in recesses only 
known to its corrupt managers.^* Messrs. Flagg, Marcy, Dix, 0*SulIivan, Varian, 
Coming, Faulkner, Davezac, Hoffman, Cbatfield, M. Van Buren, and the wire-pul- 
lers of the party, found among ^he learned inen of New York but one man fit to 
represent their interests in the station of Attorney General,^ and that was the chief 
manager of the guilty corporation whose fraudulent promises our country was then 
redeeming ! They did not choose Jesse Hoyt next — nor Benjamin Rathbun — their 
suffrages were favorable to the author of the eighteen letters in this chapter, who^ 
like Lorenzo and Jesse Hoyt and pious Mr. Butler, is a true pupil of M. Van 
Buren. 

Perhaps it is all for the best. G. P. Barker and J. Van Buren may have been 
l^ed up into this high office, over the oldest, wisest, purest and most respected 
mcfmbeis of the profession, as a means of exhibiting in bolder relief the workings of 
the vile machinery invented by Burr and improved by his law-student, by which 
disgrace is brought on the good cause of democra^^ and the moials and manaera- 
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of the couDtiy corrupted. That the Convention of 1846 may unite to provide a suit- 
able remedy will be the fervent prayer of every American who glows and gladdens at 
the recollection of the deeds of his fathers in the glorious days when ' 

" Freeborn millions rose and swore 

Their birthrigrnts to maintain ; 
Resolved no foreign yoke to bear, 

To drag no tyrant's chain.'' 

Br. Charles Cook, a* Senator of Virginia, when he withdrew in 1836 from the 
support of the national admiDistration, objected to Messrs. Calhoun and Webster " on 
account of some discrepancy between theif political principles'* and his own. But, 
said he, ^ 


" I object to Mr. Van Buren because of his utter dtsHtition of all politieal^nineipU. He has been for and 
against the 3ank, Internal Improvements, and a Protective. Tariff, juit as the one or the other coarse seemed 
for the moment best calculated to promote his personal views. He is the author of that political machinery, 
which has robbed the people of his native State of all free agency in the management or their public affairs, 
and reduced them to the degraded conditioa of passive tools in the hands of designing, intriguing, office- 
hunting demagogues. ' He is the head of that church, whose high priests have proclaimed to the world, as 
the fundamental doctrine of their creed, that the * spoils of victory,' (that m, the peopWe offir.es,) are .the aim, 
as they are the just reward of the victors ! From such a code of political misrule, and from its aathors and 
abettors, m^y God, m his mercy, ever deliver my country !" 

May his prayer soon be heard ! 

Let us suppose a profligate, fraudulent, bank "president or director — such a charaC'> 
ter, for instance, as some of the * Life and Fire,' * U. S. Lombard,' or other phantom 
corporations gave up to indictment or the penitentiary in the memorable 1826 — to be 
arraigned at the bar of j.ustice, Mr. John Van Buren acting as Attorney Geoeral.. 
The guilty creature might read t^the court Mr. Y. B.'s 18 letters, and ask the -judge 
" Why is he there and me here ?— -Is this a land of equal laws ? — Can a profane, bel- 
ting profligate, who took advantage of his knowledge of the forth coming clap-trap, 
six-million loan message of Governor Marcy, whom his fattier had * made a judge' ta 
keep from utter ruin, and which message was to make the candidate for Mayor of 
New ^ork, * run like the cholera,' and affect the price of stocks — can he, who used 
that message to enrich himself, thro' the ageftcy of his indigent, udprincipled asso- 
ciate—can he deserve honors, while to me is awarded a cell in the penitentiary ? 
Tiook at his language ! Are such terms as *Poor bitches' — *■ God d— -n you, Jesse' — 
• be d— d to you' — 'd — d stock'-^* atf sure as God' — *d — d lies,' calmly and deliber- 
ately selected, too— are they passpolrts* to office, from a legislature, who hire a holy 
man of God to come and invoke heaven's blessing on thSir deliberations every morn- 
ing ? I have been in etiror, 'tis true, as a director of a bank-^but was not Attorney 
General M. Van Buren, a director of the bank of Hudson? Everybody knows 
where it went to. Was not Attorney General B. F. Butler, President, Cashier, Di- 
rector and Attorney for the Washington and Warren ? £veiy body knows about it. 
Was not Attorney General. J. Van Buren director and piosecuting attorney for the 
Farmers and Mechanics 3ank in Albany, when it had .borrowed millions of the public 
revenue and shut its vaults, speculating with its specie and deceiving its creditors ? 
Can John Van Buren turn round to a * god-feariqg' jury of professing christians, 
as the chief minister of the law in his native State, and * c^st the first stone' at his 
ancient comrade in sin ? Is it possible, that, at his bidding, you will stamp guilt 
upon my forehead, when I only followed the example of Attorney General Barker, 
bis * illustrious predecessor,' and when the records of our courts show, that '• they all 
do it !' " • . 

Persons of the name of Livingston and Tracy got hold, secretly and fraudulently, 
of $ 1 00,000 of the funds of the Merchants' Bank of New York, through the 
agency of the first teller, John W. Thome. All three went to jail, Govemoi 
Clinton laid the matter before -the Senate, and they^referred it — March, 1819 — to 
the present Attorney General's father, Mr. Van Buren. Should a similar case occur 
in 1846 would it be right to refer it to the author of the eighteen letters? In 1826, 
Colonel Prosper M. Wetmore was indicted by the Grand Jury, of New York for 
fraud, and afterwards used by Maxwell as States' evidence against Hyatt, who went 
to the penitentiary, and against Barker ^and others then there convicted. The 
TJ. S. Lombard, of ^hich Hyatt was president, and Wetmore (the active business 
man) vice president, had got a charter — its officers had filed their oath that its 
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capital (hmiGreds of thousands pf dollars) wa| paid up, but they well knew that 
not over five cents in the dollar had been so paid, if as much — they pretended to be 
in a fioarishing condition when on the eve of bankruptcy, and divided profits though 
they had realized none. When the bubble burst the public was cheated out of 
more than $600,000. Are not laws for the public benefit ? What a farce it would 
be to entrust a case like that to a Butler or a Van Buren ! By their political ma- 
chinery. General Wetmore appeared in the legislature of New York, 1836, to vote 
for Barker's Buffalo Bank, and for other banks bv which our honest, hard working 
people have been defrauded out of million!^ of dollars. General Prosper, by the like 
machinery, is now ** Nai^y Agent at New York," one of the most lucrative and 
important offices in the Union ! 

[No. IJ John Van furen to Juse Hoyt, at New York. 
Why God D — ^n you, JesscT! buy my stock and draw upon me at sight. 
You must be poor bitches down there, if you cannot raise this two penny sum. 
If the stock has gone up, let it go to H—U, 

The Bank will come up against the Safety Fund Banks, and depress stocks — th0 
Governor's measure will eventually relieve the country. Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 
Albany, March 25th, 1834. 

[No. 2.] Address— Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New York. Paid 12i— 
P'm'k " Albany, March 22." 

My Dear Jesse — ^Please let Nevins and Townsend buy me 100' shares of Mob. 
and Hud. R. R. for cash at 96, and Bost. and Prov. 100 shares at 92i cash ; drawing 
on me at 3 days sight for the amount. «. 

If better terms can be bad by taking the stocks two weeks hence (buying on 
time) I should like it better. I fear stocks will rise after Monday, and thereibre 1 
want these purchases made Monday, but leave it open after. 

Let the beggars deal honestly by me for I lose a deal of money an^hoto. 

There will be something done here Mondaythat will charm you Yorkers. , 

Lawrence will run like the CholerA. 

Please ask Bttcknor to hand you the amount of differences at which my fifty 
shares Manhattan stock were settled, and send it to me. 

Yours very truly, and much better. 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, March 22d, 1834. 

[No. 3.1 Per mail, post mark, ** Albany — Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, 
New York." 

Mt Dear Jesse — The purchase by N. and T. of 100 Mohawk at 96, is very good. 
I understand it to be payable in all next week. I shall be in N. Y. next Monday 
(3l8t inst.) and shall then arrange it. 

Please countermand the order for Boston and Providence : I should prefer not to 
buy it ; and if it is purchased and can be resold without loss, let it be done — anj 
Low, as Lord Grey said, I shall stand by my * order.' Your^ very truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, March 28th, 1834. 

[No. 4.] Mt Ueab Jesse,— Nevins and Townsend write me that they have 
bought my Utica Stock, please get the money for the enclosed, and pay them. I 
do not wish to correspond with them directly. 

Let the certificate be made out in m'y name, and send it to me by some pritMitt 
conveyaiice, or keep it till I oome down, which wUI be shortly. 

Yours very truly, 

J, VAN BUREN. 
Albany, AprU 17th, 1834. ' ^ 

[No. 5.] Mt Dear Jesse, — ^With the slender assistance of. the above [a draft for 
$780] fortified by the enclosed [a cheeky for $31 lOJ, you will, I think, be able, (if 
you will do me the favor,) to satisfy the foUowing demands*^ 
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Nevins & Townsend $391,46— Chester Jennings $250—" Yoang" WUson $100— 
Minthorne Tompkins $70. 

If it falls short, parcel it out to the Cormorants, in such bits as you may deem 
most ineet to subserve their sevieral necessities. 

I intend to walk into the Mohawk soon. 

J. VAN BUREN. 

* 

P. S. I tho't my stock was bought at 109, was it* not ? The receipt says 109t 
Albany, June 13th, 1834. 
Per mail, June 14. 

[No. 6.] My Dear Jesse, — For G — d's sake send me toy over coat — my underclothes 
are all worn out, and I am a beggar. Let it be taken to Wheeler's, who will send 
it to me. 

Can you get any bets on Governor, even ? We shall lick the Dogs so in this 
State that the * Great West' will hear the howling. 

Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 
Albany, Aug't 29th, 1834. 

N. B. Our brethren in Oneida are all * with one accord united' — look out for a 
tall majority in 0. (1) "Perish C. P. C. Beardsley' (2) will here-elected by 1500 
majority. • 

[No. 7.] Mt Dear Jesse, — Please let Nevins & Townsend buy me 100 shares of 
Patterson R. R. Stock del'v'r in 60 ds, as cheap as possible. I must have a shy at 
the boys. 

Keep the purchased note till I see you. 

I shall go west this afternoon, and return in 3 or 4 weeks. If anything turns up 
in my absence to depress stocks rapidly and seriously, whiph is hardly possible, seU 
out and save me from loss. Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Sept. 5, 1834. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor, &c.. New York, 

Endorsed " charge J. V. B. Paid 12*." 


[No. 8.1 P'm'k— " Avon, N. Y., Sept. 24"— franftd by " M. Van Buren." 

Mt Pear Jesse, — I make use of a frank the old man left with me, to let yoa 

know that I am about as Unhappy a d 1 as you would wish to ^ee— from the /ear 

that you have purchased me some Patterson K. R. Stocky on which I am to lose a 
large sum of money. 

I see that on Wednesday it left off at 81), which is 8 or 9 per ceqt lower than it 
was when I authorized you to buy for me. * 

I know nothing of the d — — d stocky except that Bremner was dealing in it, and 
it had been rising for a month, and I hardly tho't my buying would knock it down 
forthwith. 

Perhaps it will go still lower, and may be worth nothing for all I know. If so, 
and if I own any, sell if you think best, and let me lose the present difference. 

If I get out of this job, you may consider me " discharged cured" as the Cholera 
reports read. Yours §ver truly, 

• . » J. VAN BUREN. 

Avon Springs, Sept. 27, Saturday, [1834.] 


Alby. p. m'k — Oct. 7. Paid 25 cts. Addressed to Mr. Hoyt, at New York. 

[No. 9.] My Dear Hoyt, — TheJ^ say * the blood of the Martyrs is the seed of 
the Church,' and heaven knows I have been freely iapped in the good cause. THE 
REM. [removal] OF THE DEP. [dejiosiis] cost me a fortune, and now I don't see 
but I must lose another hunk of mv little earnings. 

My impression is that Stocks will go up till Election, and fall immediately after. 
If the poor Whigs could carry a Constable somewhere and get up a Jubilee» 

(1) Oneida. (S) ** Parish credit, Periih commerce Beardsley.** 


•^ 
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Stocks wouia rise. New Jersey may go for them,' and give thetn a filip— bat Penna* 
will knock them stiff next week — so will Ohio— find so will N. Y. 

If you could get the difference bet on Marcy, I should say ' Sell by all means' — 
and any how I don't know but you had better sell*. Do exactly as you see fit. I 
shall be down before it falls due probably— meantime I should be most particularly 
obliged to you, if you can get me an ev^ bet against Marcy to any amount less than 
FIVE THOUSAIfl) DOLI/ARS. 

I think I would bet $100 on each 1000 majority up to 5000. 

I would bet $1500 against $1000 on an even election. 

I consider Marey's election, by from 7,500 to 15^000 majonty, AS SURE AS 
GOB. 

You know best how mucb the Patterson is worth, and you must do exactly as 
if it was your own, and I shall be satisfied. 

Yours truly, 

J. V. B. 

Make me some bets if possible. Tuesday. 

P. S. The Whigs may gather pluck after some meetmgs or some things. 

Post mark, Albany — addre^ed to Mr. Hoyt, at N. Y. 

[No. 10.] Mt 'Dear Jesse— I should think you right about selling the Patterson, 
if it will not do to hold. * 

By the looks of Webb's paper, {altho* it is intended no doubt to operate on New 
Jersey,) the opposition gamed confidence* Can you tempt them mth A WAGER 
on 3 - 4 — and 5000 Majorities— $200 on each— or $500 on 4000? 

If neither of these can be got tomorrow, bet them $500 on 5000 majority. 

There will be no betting after tomorrow. 

Save the order for Bost* and froV. open — the Mob. is all right. 

We have nominated a^strong ticket, Jho^ Livingston (Ned) is the Assembly man, 
contrary to all expectation. Yours ever truly, 


Albany, Oct 12th 1834. 


J. VAN BUREN. 


Per mail, post mark, Albany, paid. 
[No. 11.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq. Counsellor, &c.. New York. 

Don't be * uneasy' Jesse — Go ahead. 1 wrote you by Sunday'sn>oat : but I sup- 
pose as there was no mail the letter lAis-carried. I think stocks will fall this 
week— iSeli if you think best. 

Can you get BETS on three, fofir, and five thousana majority for Marcy, two 
bundrea dollars on eacb ? — if not, I will bet five hundred dollar? on four thousand — 
perhaps, if we lose New Jersey, you can get this. 

Jf you can^t do better, I should like a bet of three hundred dollars on five thousand 
majority for Marcy — ^unless we lose N. J. : in that event I will wait to get better 
terms. Yours truly, 

J. VAN BXIREN. 

Albany, Oct. 14, 1834. 

P. S. — I WILL BET on five thousand majority for Lucas in Ohio. 

[No. 12.*] .lijET Dear Hoyt — ^You have worked the Patterson Rail Road very 
well. I am shocked at the shares only being $50,« having become reconciled to at 
least double the loss. * 

Tell Wilson that I have an impression that he promised to mvest $500 or so, for 
me, provided I kept out of the ' betting ring,' so as to encourage the enemy to give 
him a fair chance. «. 

If I an) right, and even if I am not, I count upon his nobility to spare me $500 
6ven on Marcy, out of his big investment. 

I shall be in New York the last of the month — ^let me know what W* says. 

Yours truly, 

J. r. B. 

Albany, Oct. 15, 1834. 

P. S. I dont care to bet on 5000 majority for Marcy just now : if it is not too 
late to back out. 
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fNo. 13.] Mt Dear JESsfi — ^Please sell me 100 shares Boston k Pron'denee» 
deliverable in 60 days, at 107) or 107}. I shall be in New York this week. Can 

vou send an order to and Kimballi No. 3 Wall St., to make me forthwith a 

pair of neat winter Boots with heels an inch high ; I want them to wear .when I 
shall come to New York, a»l that ^11 be by Thursday. 

Yours txuly, 

J. VAN BUREN. , 
Albany, Dec. 7th, 1834. , ^ 

Per mail and steamboat, " ch. J. V. B." • • 

[No. 14.] [Addressed Jesse Hoyt. Esq., Counsellor^ ice. Wall, street, New 
York— care of L. J'enkins, Esq.] 

Mt Dear Jesse — Enclosed is your note. I£ the order to Nevins & Townsend 
to sell me 100 shares Boston & Providence at 107} to { at 60 days and Interest 
should not, providentially^ have been countermanded in season, I take it they iiave 
effected the sale: if so, let them close it at the present prices, so that I may recu- 
perate a small portion of my losses. 

Is Leegett wicked or crazy ? Yotlrs truly, i 

J. VAN BUBEN. 

Albany, Dec. 30th, 1834. 

P. S. I have formed a partnership in law with Col. McKoun : one of us will 
attend aU the Courts and we shaU be HAPPY TO DO ANY BODY'S • DIRTY 
WORK.' J. V- B- 


[No. 15.] P'm'k AlbYt Augt. 23, and addressed to J, Hoyt, Wall St., N. Y. 
Single. 

Mt Deaji Jesse — On enquiry I find that I can get one of the Banks in this city 
to deposit* subject to their own order, such sum as may be requisite to make the 
arrangement of which we spoke, in any Bank in New* York, (say the Fulton,) that 
you may choose: this will answer the purpose provided you can get the Bank 
Selected to loan you the money on you^ Note. 

All our Banks are nearly up to their lin^it, and I eahnojt borrow the money. 

The Bank here will charge the Bank Ijiere 6 per ce^* int. on the Deposit, and 
you will pay 7 probably. 

If this meets your views you will please advise me by return mail. 

If you agree to give me half the profits of the enterprize for making this arrangt* 
menty please send me a stipulation Jo thai-effect , signed oy yourself and Cutting f 
vhen you write. 

Your note might be made payable on demand, with an understanding that you ^ 
should pay it when our Bank calls on .the N. Y. Bank for the Deposit, which'will 
not be till we see fit. Yours truly. 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, Aug't 23rd, 1836. 

[No. 16.] Addressed to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, Wall St., N. Y. 
P^mlr, AlbV, N(Ar. 11. Single. 

Mt Dear Hoyt— I'll do the justice to say, (and so doeff.m)r father,) that you . 
have stood the d d lies from Eennja better tfian most of our friends in N. Y. 

I hope the fright from this dictates the leMers to' us, saying that all of our tickets 
besides Register, [I think that's*the word,] are in danger. I donH be^eve we shall 
lose one. 
. In this State our majority will range from 15 to 25,000. 

Bets on 15 are perfectly safe* 

For G — d's sake lei our friends turn all their attention to New Jersey, and not be 
•aught napping there, as in Connecticut. My father wishes me to say so to you. 

Yours truly, - 

1 VAN BUREN. 

Albany, Nov. 11th, 1836. 

[No. 17.] Albany P'm'k, Dec. 19. Postage double. 

*Mt Dear' Hoyt (as some rascal writes to «Webb')— I enclose you your 
*^eck, for your comfort— it was deposited in the Bank for collection, and, of course. 
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is returned to tou witfaont iacotiTenience. * As for money, 1 dont know that I shall 
be pecnliar snort (not physically but pecuniarily) unless Boston and Providence 
should go down to a mere anatomy. In thtft event I (ear the ex-Danish Commis- 
sioner apd myself will be a <below-par nobile* of sufferers. / 

Please to let Willard of the City Hotel be apprized that I want two flannel shirtSr 
and as many pairs of drawers, to be had of Tryon for a trifle, alias credit. 

I am not a ^ Couocellor' and be d i d to you — and if 1 were I should spell it 
with an * S' in the middle. Yours * to sarve,' 

J. VAN BUREN, 

Albany, Dec. 19th, 1833. , 

P. S. Since the foregoing effusion was ppured forth, I have enquired at the 
Bank, and find your check has been sent to New York. I suppose the easiest way * to 
work it' is to enclose you, as I do, my check on this bank for the same amount, pay- 
able at the same time. * 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq,, &c. &c. &c. ^ J* B. V. 

[No. 18.] Dear #Sir — Pleas(b pay Glover one hundred and fifty dollars and accom-^ 
modate your recently much abused friend, 

J. VAN BUREN. 
At your oflSce, Saturday, 2 P. 1M. (May, 1833.) 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


Purity of Elections — Wright, Van Buren, and ^arcy, on bets, wagers, stoekjch^ 
ling, and ** ttritileged associations,** Isaac Hill on oets — ditto, Ritchie. John V, 
Buren and the 6 million loan* Paying the Piper. Mr. Hoyt dunned — summoned 
to the lobby. " Something Joyful.^ Hoyt, Cutting and V. Bur eh* s partnership^ 
Buffalo Bank Notes. New Potosi.* New Hope, Del. Bridge Co. — Leake, Hoyt, 
Beers, Marcy and Detafield. Morris Canal Co. C. C. Cambreleng. 

In October, 1840, Messrs. Butler, Hoyt, * C. W. Lawrence, Morris, EdmondSr 
Bowne, S. Alley, Stevenson, Varian, and others, exhibited a somewhat unusual anx- 
iety to preserve what they called the pbrity of elections. Mayors and Recorders vis- 
ited private dwellings at midnight, as Sheriff's constables, with only this difference, 
7. that they acted without law or warrant. The most private and secret papers of our 
^ citizens were seized, because **-the constitution was in danger," — the safety of the 
people being the- supreme law, and ^eir object, as they said,' to punish treason against 
the republic, 1^ *' unmasking the traitors." If they then failed in so laudable a pur- 
pose, we, by means of this unpretending volume, may now have better success. 
Gov'r. Marcy, in 1836, in his annual message, endeavored to impress upon tho 

. * [Letter ^Ifr. Hovt to Hon. C. W. Lawrence.^Marked *not tent.'] 

• )76w Tork, Nov. 21, ISM. 

Dear Sir— As the excitement of the election has in a great degree passed away, It is proper that I should 
.■ pay attention to those incidents in whicl/I am concerned, connected with it ; thongh peraaps I ought Uk 
apologize to you for not lutving done this sooner. , . 

You will recollect tliat when I was reproached bvyou fofhaving voted a " split ticket,** that I pr o posed 
to bet you $100, that you voted what was generaUy catted " the Pewter Mug THcket,^ and that I would take upon, 
inyself the burthen of proof to establish Ihat fact. 

Your reply wa^that you " wi)uld take the bet, if I took upon myself the burthen of proof, for you never 
liad told any one how yoa had voted." 

I answered that it should be considered a bet — ' 

There are various ways recognized in legal proceedings of making proof and competent proof too in 
courts of law, and forums of conscience, and which perhaps did not occur to you when ycu observed 
you " had never told any one how yoif had voted." After such a remark, the right more peculiarly belonged 
to me to select my own tribunal, tlirough which I would make the proof, I volunteered to make. That tri^ 
bnnal is a court of Equity, or in other words a court of conscience. 

In England, the country from which we have derived most of our legal forms, certain high dignitaries 
answer bills in Equity upon honor and not upon oath. I am perfectly willing to place you on the same foot- 
ing and I therefore desire you to consider this my bill in Equity, charging that you voted, the ticket re- 
ferred to, I ask you to answer the charge, upon honor, and whatever the answer may be I shall be perfectly 
satisOed with. 

I enclose you my check for the SlOO, to your order, which you will use, if under the circunistance* pom 


entitled to, and if not you will please to return it, with your own for an equal amount. 

With gt*t respect, your obedient serv't. 


J. HOYT. 


K 


f 


TAN BUREN. ON 8AFSXT FUND BANKS — ^MARC7 ON STOCK-JOBBINO. M 

public mind that stock -jobbiog is an infamous practice— and Gorernor Wright, in 
January last, in his yearly expose, adverted to the ** selfish and corrupting tendencies" 
of betting upon our elections. The Democratic Review, by O* Sullivan, in Dec. 
1829, in its leading article, ascribed to Mr. Butler, proclaimed that '* The swindler 
who uses marked cards in a common gambling-house, does not enjoy greater advan- 
tages in the games played there, than do the leading men in the banking interest ia 
the great game in which bank notes are the cards, and all the property in the country 
the stakes." ^ 

Precisely at the same time, (Dec. 1839,) President Van Buren fdt into line, as a 
reformer of the vices of the age; and in a message, "written for posterity" (by 
Mr. Butler, as some say,) cautioned Congress and their constituents against those 
who sought '* a monopoly of the currency," through the agency of favoi^ed banks« 
intending thereby ** to produce throughout society a chain of dependence which 
leads all classes to look to PRIVILEGED ASSOCIATIONS for the means of 
speculation and extravagance — to nourish, in preference to the manly virtues that 
gave dignity to human nature, a craving desire for luxurious enjoyment and sudden 
wealth, which renders those who seek them dependent on those who supply them^ 
to substitute for republican simplicity and economical habits a sickly appetite for 
effeminate indulgence, and an imitation of that reckless extravagance which impover- 
ished and enslaved the industrious people of foreign lands ; and at last to fix upon us, 
instead of those equal political rights, the acquisition of which was alike the object 
and supposed reward of our Revolutionaiy struggle, a system of exclusive privileges 
conferred by partial legislation." 

No man labored more indefatigably to establish banks without capital, and which 
should not be obliged to redeem their issues with money than Martin Van Buren. 
He and his pupils, puppets, and partisans, have douQ more in the way of betting at 
elections, gambling in stocks, selhng bank charters, and destroying ** the purity of 
elections" than any o^her factioi) ever embodied in tl}e State of New York. They cry 
out lustily against the very sins they tnore than all others steadily indulge in. 

Betting and gambling in stocks occasionally, (]egrade other classes of our people, 
but with the Van Buren party proper,, it is "their trade."* 

Men are warm-hearted, generous, kind and social at five and twenty. Mr. Butler 
had not arrived at that age, when he became President •of Barker\s privileged bank* 
What was Ms conduct ? What was Hoyt*s ? 

Mr. Van Buren the father, voted 'for the Old Buffalo Bank, and set up the Safety 
Fund. Even in the flush of victory, Nov. 1828, he could not help reminding his 
confederate Hoyt, that beyond a certain vote in the State, the residue of the votes 
were ardy useful on the score of bets* Mr. Van B^uren the son wrote the letters which C 
appear in the preceding chapter! Observe their contents. 

Who of our Governors has approved of more profligate bills, creating " privileged 
associations," as Mr. Van Buren the elder, called them, and of more of them, thaa 
Mr. Marcy ? No one ; not even Throop ! Yet heari^en to Mr. Marcy in his message 
of 1636 : 

** t deem it to be my imperative duty,** says His Excellency, " to invite your attention to a practice, 
which, carried to the excess ir. lately has been, is, -in my opinion, very pernicious to the well-being of the 
State. Dealing in stoclts, so far as it assumes the character of stock-jobbing, is a speciea of gambling, and 
produces most of the evils, public and private, which usually result from the indulgence of that unfortunate .■ 
propensity. If this kind of speculation has not recently been conducted in a manner altogether new, it cer 
tainly has been carried to an extent altogether unprecedented. Immense quantities of stock have been 
sold by those who had it not, under a contract to be fulfilled at some future period, and purchased by those 
who did not expect a delivery of it. The results of these transactions are adjusted without the delivery of 
the stock, and the loss and gain ascertained by its market value pn the day stipulated for performing the 
contract. This is no more -nor less than a wager upon the price of particular stocks on a specified future 
day. It is worse than wagers upon ordinary contingencies, bdbause the event may be controlled by artifice 
and management, and the persons concerned are too strongly tempted to resort to them to subserve their 
interest. It is true, our present laws regard these transactions with disfavor. Such contracts are not only 
declared void, Imt the persons who have gained by tnem may be compelled to refund to the losing party or 
his representatives ; yet they are constantly made, and in most instances faithfully executed. The extent 
to which this species of gambling has been lately carried, and its injurious effects upon many individuals 
who have embarked in it, have given it the character and cdnsequences of a uublic evil."- 

Governor Marcy, as his predecessor tells Mr. Jesse Hoyt, [see Mr. V. B's let- 
ters of Feb. 1829] was made a judge to preserve him from being broken down or 
mined. He wrote a message, or the ** operators" of Wall Street wrote it for 
# hisQ^ advising the creation, in March. 1834, of a six idillion loan, which was- 
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never raised. Mr. John Van Buren, the reader will have pq|ceiTed, was shown 
this message in advance, and used it to speculate in the stocks, through Hoyt. 
May not others have had the same advantage ? Mr. Marcy had heen saved from 
tuin, and why not he grateful ? Look at his weak, feehle character, and say if the 
message that was to put dollars into his patron's son's purse, " charm you Yorkers," 
and make even old Mr. Lawrence << run like the cholera," ' is not calculated to 
rouse suspicion, when taken into consideration with his whole official conduct? 
vMeu who are opposeft to" the Banking system of N. Y. State, says Mr. But- 
ler, or Mr. O'Sfliivan, in the number of the Democratic Beview' already quoted, 
*' may, indeed be elected to Congress, or to a State Legislature, but seldom with- 
*' out a severe struggle ; and, after they are elected^ they are exposed to dangers of 
^' corruption as great as any the members of the British Parliament were exposed to in 
" the days of Sir Robert Walpole, . . • , In the courts of justice,, they I the 
^^ Banking interest] have perhaps, a more decided ascendency than in the legisla- 
" tive halls ; for most of the principal judges are members of this privileged order. 
-* AND THE GOVERNORS OF MANY STATES, jind the municipal author- 
^' ities of many of the principal towns, are mere instruments for the promotion of 
** their purposes " 

In the State of New York, privileged Bankers, Governors, our principal judges 
ajid municipal authorities have, generally peaking, been .the creation of the well 
vorganized^ party of which Mr. Van Buren is the chief. Is not, then, this party ot 
faction, on the showing of its own public organs, dangerous to society ? 

Governor Hill, of New Hampshire^ like his friend Wright at Albany may have 
denounced betting on elections, in his public messages, but he did not do so in his 
private ones. For example — * * 

[Franked, Concord, Oct. 18.—" Isaac Hill, S. U. S."] 

, . Concord, N. H. Oct. 15, 1832. 

My dear Sir—Yours of the 12th was last evening received. TO MEET THE 
BRAGGARTS OF THE OPPOSITION- I ADVISE MY FRIENDS THAT 
ANY SUM WILL BE SAFE ON* THE ELECTORAL VOTE OF Pennsylvania 
and New York. 

In this State we are so strong, that should every other desert him, we may be 
relied on as giving a decisive majority for Andrew Jacjcson. Yet the Bank is scat- 
tering its thousands here to affect us. I am, Sirf respectfully, 

Your friend and obedient Serv't ISAAC HILL. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq. N. York. 


C. 


Governor Hill and Mr. Stephei^Allen were selected by Mr. Van Buren, as Receiv- 
ers General under the Sub Treasury Act, Mr. H. being then President<)f a chartered 
Bank, and ^Iso a Government Contractor. In the report on the post office, and its 
abuses, Senator Hill and partners,. appear for $14,000 for blanks, paper, twine, &c. 
fiuch patronage to a/ree press could afford a bet with ** the braggarts." 

Like Hill, ^e Van Burens, and Hoyt, their betting brother the venerable Thomas 
Ritchie, went as far as l\e could afford inr <* the selfish and corrupting practice.'^ 
,^His letter we have not room for now. ^ . 

1 think that Mr. J. Hoy t's bets, from 1831 to 1840, must have exceeded $120,- 
/- 000, calculatmg from the evidence before me. And yet he, too, was deeply in- 
, terested in preserving ** the purity of our elections !" Cash, clothes, boots, hats, 
dollars — on wfeek days and Sundays. There was no end to it. 

John C. £Jruger to Jesse Hoyt. Charleston, Nov. 27, 1834. 

My Dear Sir-r-Onmy arrival here I wrote to my broth er-in-la^«^lr. Pell re- 
questing him to pay you three hundred dollars 150 for yourself and the same sum for 
Mr. Wilson. I send this letter by the steam packet and it will probably be in 
New York as soon as that. When you receive the $300, please pay the 150 to 
Mr. Wilson whose bet is the same as yours. Although the result of this election 
must be very agreeable to you, I can not congratulate you, for I trust that you will 
look upon it as a s<mrce of regfet before many years. 

I am truly yours, JOHN C. CRUGER. 

The above was received of A. Pell, 3 Dec. 1834.— A Glover, ' 
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••A gentleman^ tlirongh Mr. J. Hoyt, bet and, his friends, One Thonsand 

Dollars, that General Jackson.will have as 4arge a majority at the ensuing election, 
over the vote opposed to him, as to be eqaal to the total vote given to any opposing 
candidate — provided General Jackson is alive on the day the vote is given. The 

money to be put into the hands of S G . If *a gentleman* wins, money to 

be paid to J. Hoyt. If he looses, to' be paid — ^ •. Oct. 29, 1842, $1000 deposited 

by each." [Here follow the signatures.] 

Mr. Hoyt deposited his check on City Bank, payable to bearer, which was given 
up Jzn'y 17, 1833. 

Mark the genteel embarrassments of Mr. Van Buren*s friend and future Collector of 
Customs. It is presumed that the Vice President's convenient endorsement may 
have on this occasioa relieved the unfortunate dealer ia wagers, politics and public 
stocks. 

Two Notes — John Warren, Broker, Wall street, to Jesse Hoyt. "New York, 
Dec. 27, 1834. — Dear Hoyt — You will find by the inclosed account, made up to 21st 
inst., a balance due us of $2997.24 cts. Will you do us the favor to have it 
settled?** V 

** New York, Jan'y 13, 1835. — Sir — Not haVing received the balance due our late 
firm, I feel myself bound by the regulations of our Board to hand in your name unless 
settled by 10| o'clock, to-morrow.** 

Thus stood the successor of Swartwout in 1835. In a Tew mobths thereafter, he, his 
friend Batter, and their comrade W. S. Coe, were the board of Commissioners to ex- 
amine into and settle all claims relative to duties, arising out of the great fire in New 
York!!!! 

Post mark, •* Steamboat." C. L. Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, Esq.. Wall street^ 
New York. • . 

My Dear Hoyt — The U. and Schnectady rail-road passed our House this morning. 
I have just enquired of De Graff his opinion of its fate in 'the Senate — ^he is not con> 
fident of success, but thinks, with a full Senate, it may pass. As this is a matter of 
some importance to yourself I would advise that you come up and lend a helping hand to 
those already engaged in carrying it through. Yours, 

C. L. L. 

Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, D^c. 5, 1623. — ^*'I should like a ticket in the 
Southern Lottery that has a $100,000 Prize in its wheels. Now, as a fav9r, I will 
take half of a ticket with you, if you will purchase one — but recollect it is the last 
time, and that if should draw a blank I will not venture any inore mth you. If you 
consent to this proposition let me know our number, and then I shall have something 
Joyful in anJddpationy ^ 

Mr. J. Van Buren*8 secret corespondence shows who and what class of persons 
they are who dare and brave the public with enormous bets. The comment had 

best be made in the language of Governor Wright*s last annual message, lis follows : 

• 

" Another point of much more serious complaint, is the extensive and rapidly increasing practice of 
-betting upon elections, and the interested and selfish, and corrupting tendencies whuph it exerts upon the 
election itself. These improper and corrupting influences have made themselves manifest to the whole body 
of our freemen, and constitute a theme of almost universal complaint. Upon the party to the wager, th^y 
are all controlling. His ear and his mind, from the moment his money is staked, are closed against argu- 
ment, or reason, or examination, either as to the questions involved, or the candidates presented foi bis 
BulTrage. He must so vote and so act as to win his bet, and the welfare of the country becomes an entirely 
secondary consideration. His appeals to all over whom he may hope to exert an influence, are to save him- 
self from loss, and help him to win the money of his opponent, not to examine and inquire how they may 
best serve their country by their votes." ' 

"The suggestion," continues His Excellency, " most likely to arrest the practice of betting, is to make 
it punishable criminally ; to subject the parties to every bet made upon the result of yi election, to indict- 
ment, and upon conviction, to punishment by a fine, to be graduated by the amount of the wager, and 
to all the costs of the prosecution. The de,leterious influence of this species of gambling upon the public 
morals alone, would, it appears ^o me, justify the passage of a law which should make it criminal. And 
when its corrupt and corrupting tendencies upon our election's, upon the free and proper exercise of the 
elective franchise ; when its influence to bring the improper expenditure of money into a political canvass, 
and to apply it under the desperate impulse of a gambling spirit, are considered, I cannot doubt that the 
^Jy^l and political aspect of the evil will fully justify its classification as a crime and its punishment as 
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Imagine a crimioal case on betting, and Mr. J. Van Buren, as Attornej General, 
prosecuting for the people ! 

If I remember right, Mr. M. Van Buren rewarded the Farmery and Mechanics' 
Bank of Albany, and Messrs. Koower, Olcott, Corning 6c Co., its managers, with the 
custody of some millions of dollars out of the national treasury. How some of that 
money was used I shall have occasion to tell in another publication. 

In Mr. John Van Buren*8 letter to Mr. Hoyt, dated Aug. 23d, 1836, he agrees to- 
become the partner of Messrs. Hoyt and Francis B. Cutting the lawyer, in a specu- 
lation of large amount, requiring a heavy advance of funds, on condition that he 
(V. B.) furnishes the cash and takes hal( the profits. A Bank in Albany (was it Ol- 
cott*s ?) lends a large sum to the Fulton Back, N. Y., conditioned that the Fulton pay 
6 per cent and receive 7 from Hoyt and Cutting. They were to repay the Fultop 
whenever he told the Albany Bank to demand a repayment of its loan. , 

Whatever mij^ht be the issue of such a partnership, it is clea»that Van Buren, the 
son,* and Hoyt, were partners — ^we all know that Mr. Hoyt was a broken down spec- 
ulator — and Johnf Van Buren*s letter of Nov. llth, 1836, conveys to him the ac- 
knowledgments of father and son, and bids him electioneer to secure his return as^ 
president. The reversion of the Custom House, as a recompense, followed in due 
course — and although the public suffered by the.operation, it is believed that President 
Van Buren and liis family had all balances duly paid them. * 


9 12000, New York, Feby. 10, 1831. 

Six months after date I pl-omise to pay Samuel Glover, Executor, &e^ 
Twelve Thousand Dollars, with interest at the rate of five per cent per annum, to se- 
cure the payment of which I pledge three hundred shares of Tradesmen's Bank Stock, 
at par. ' J. HOYT. 

* Of the following ttatemetit I know nothing ftother than that In Mav, 1649,' the safety fond bank notes^ 
which had failed were at a heavy discount. In the N. Y. Herald of May SI, money article, Mr. Bennett 
says : 

« 

" The present .administration adthorixed the issue of a seven per cent stock to redeen^ the bills in the 
order in which the banks failed. The Comptroller has, inconsequence, advertised to receire the bills of the 
Bank of Buffalo for subscription' to the State stock and other payments. The public were entirely ignorant, 
however, of the modus operandi. Now, several weelcs ago the bills of the Bank of Buffalo were at a dis- 
count of 30 per cent ; suppose at that thme a clique of individuals at Albany and Buffalo, the chief of whom 
we will caU * Prince John,' should have received an intimation that the bills were at 30 per cent discount, 
but that in a short time, that is as poon as the $1,000,000 loan should be taken up, a seven ^er cent stock 
would be issued in redemption of those bills — Prince John would give orders for the purchase of say $30,000 
of the bills ) under those purchases the bills would gradually rise until the whole were obtained at an aver- 
age of 60 cents on the dollar. These would then be redeemed at par in a seven per cent -stock worth S per 
•cent premium. The operation would yield a profit of .f 4,600, and in the same proportion for a greater or 
less sum purchased." 

The United States Bank Stock of which Mr. J. Van Buren speaks may have been his father's. Where 
had he at that time earned mon'ey with which to buy U. S. Bank shares, heavily ? His agent, Mr. Hoyt's 
gambling and speculating must have been all but boundless. He was a partner in a gold mine at New 
rotosi ! — a partner with Coddington in buying and selling some $30,000 worth of lots, houses, dec, in New 
York — a partner with Glover in 'a large purchase of town lots about Herkimer or Little Falls — and law 
agent, or manager for a flash bank, the New Hope concern, if 1 mistake not. 

t When Colonel Webb of the Courier and Enquirer, New Ybrk, went to England in the summer of 1818. 
his name' was at a note which, he says, was obtained under false pretences — drawn 16 months before — and 
for winch he had never had any value. It got into the hands of a political opponent, who lodged it in the 
City Bank, Albany. Mr. Erastus Coming, one of the richest and keenest of * the reptile band' I here 
describe, swore to the clafm. Governor Marcy certified, as did Consul Buchanan, and off the note was 
despatched, pest-haste, to England for prosecution, by the arrest of the unsuspecting Colonel in a distant 
land. 

Mr. John Van Buren and Col. Webb were in England together— the formbr, the associate of princes, peers^ 
and all that was fashionable in London, by courtesy the most fit, as the son of the chief magistrate of the 
Union— the latter as an American traveller. The attornies in London were puzzled how to prove Judge 
Lansing's or Cot Webb's signature to the note— ship-captains, merchants, editors, travellers, Americans, 
the American legation, everybody they applied to, put them oflT, being ashamed to have any connection with 
Mayor Coming's sharp practice. Mr. Van Buren, alone, excepted— he voluntarily swore to the Coioners or 
Judge's hand writing, and thus enabled the bailiffs to arrest Webb, on a King's Bench process, in Bristol,, 
where he was waiting the sailing of the Great Western, by which to return homtf to New York. Bail or a 
jail were the alternatives, and bail was found for nearly six thousand dollars. 

When first waited on, Mr. Van fiuren refused, and said it was a very harsh step to 'arrest a man in a 
strange land, remote from his friends, and that Mr. Webb was a warm political opponent of his fatlier and 
himself, .and then referred the men of law to Throop and Benthuysen. But when the pinch came his oalli 
Was ready, only he swore '* very reluctantly." It seems he knew Mr. Webb's signature, having been in- 
vited to his table by a note in his hand writing, while the parties were yet friendly, also that be knew Judge 
Lansing's hand. When a gentleman of wealth and standing ciune forward as bail, the prosecution was at 
once abandoned, and Col. Webb had to pay about $150 of costs. 
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• 

. (Mcmor. annexed to the above with a wafer.) 
« Feby. 10, 1831. Borrowed of S. Glover, Ex'tor. &c. $12,000 on 300 shares of 
Tradesmen's Bank Stock, for 6 months at 5 pr c't. Having delivered stoek and my 
note to J. Ward & Co., I took $12,000 from him on agree*t of Glover. The stock 
I own. ^ J. flO YT. 

Oct. 15, 1831. — Rec'd, on the above note, F. A. Tracy's check for four thousand 
dollars. 

$4000, SAMUEL GLOVER. 

'' The New Hope Delaware Bridge Company, had a charter, with perpcftual bank- 
ing privileges granted them^in 1812, by Pennsylvania and New Jersey, to enable 
them to erect and |||aintain a bridge across the river Delaware. In 1821 they sus- 
pended payment, and in 1824 assigned their propertv to trust^ees to pay their debts. 
In May, 1825, provisions were made for the issue of new notes, J. Q. Leake, of the 
old bankrupt Buffalo Bank, and Mr. Van Buren's editor of the Albany Argus, being 
their treasurer — a connection formed through Hoyt, ^rker, &c. He puffed the 
concern in the Evening Post, and other New York papers, in May JL826, but in 
October the Bubble had burst. Mark Spencer (found guilty of cheating in New 
York, through bank corp9ration hocus pocus, in that year, and sent to jail, / thinkf 
with the Lamberts,) Kenneth Fish and others^ had bought half the bank for $28,- 
000, got hold of the direction, took oijt all they had paid in, and repaid those in 
N. Y. they had borrowed it from, got Leake and others to puff them, put out 
$100,000 to $300,000 new notes— stopt— shut shop — bought in their notes at 6 to 
12 cents per dollar — sold out to John Mowatt, who puffed once more, flooded the 
country with notes and bonds, blew up, and was turned over to Wilbur, John Dela- 
field of the PhoBuix, St. John, &c. The PenAsylvanians drove the concern out of^ 
the State, and it was set up on the Jersey side, where the cashier is now a lad.of 
18. The Ohio LUe and Trust Co. issue jiheir notes, and another earthquake will 
follow in due season. 

Mr. Hoyt and Mr. Butler were of Counsel for the knaves convicted in 1826, and it 
appeared that they helped to break down tbe Greene Co, Bank, which had son^e 
420,000 of Mark Spencer's Delaware notes when it burst. In Dec. 1839, Judge 
Edmonds's brother Francis, and J. Rankin, published a statement of the Bridge 
Company's affairs, by which it appears that Governor Marcy owns 100 shares and 
Jiad e^one to New Jersey to borrow $2000, the Knowers bemg his^ indorsers — that 
Charles Butler had borrowed $4000, secured by mortgage — that Joseph D. Beers, 
of the North American Trust Ca had contrived to become a director here also, and had 
lent J. D. Beers on his note $5581, and J. D. Beers & Co.,- on th^ir note other 
$36,388, for which 1290 shares of the stock of the concern, paying no dividend, 
was pledged, with other fancy stocks — that John Delafield haa borrowed $18,880, 
with fancy pledges — that, in short, a committee in New York had lent a few 
favorites $332,346— and that the directors of 1838, just before they went out, had ex- 
changed the notes of Beers, Delafield, and others payable on demand, for other 
notes havinff 10, 12, ^nd 14 months to run ! I believe that Hoyt made out the cel- 
ebrated Fish and Spencer agreement, but whether he is still connected wi(h the 
I managers I am unable to say. The Morris Canal Company's stock in which there 
Jias been great gambling, fell from 75, in the course of three years to zero. In No^ 
Tember 1841 it was unsaleable. I saw some 6 or 8 columns in the N. Y. Herald 
not long since filled with a puff of that bank, which I took to be from Mr. Hoyt's 
pen. Its stock is up again to f and I hear that he is one of its agents or 

solicitors — perhaps the chief one. 

It will be seen how tlie' stock 6f a bank may be puff6d up or lowered when we 
come to state Messrs. Beers and Hoyt's operations in the N. A. Trust Co. The ex- 
tent of Mr. Hoyt's operations, for himself, Messrs. Van Buren, Cambreleng, &c. may 
be guessed, when I state that his account with one House, Dykers & Alstyn, Wall 
street, for Harlaem, Patterson, Mohawk, Utica,Phil. and Trenton, Boston and Prov., 
And Saratoga Rail Road Stock, bought and sold on speculation, in the nine months 
ending in August, 1835, amounts to $700,000* This was his account but with one 
house out of many. 

He did much of C. C. pambreleng's busmess. On the 13lh September, 1833, that 
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fentleman* engaged to deliver him 200 ibares of Sar^toea and Schenectady Rail 
load Stock for $23,223. Next day he ordered Messrs. Warren to place the stock 
in his name, but for account of Mr, Cambrejeng., Mr. C. with Mr. B. were among 
his warmest supporters in 1838, for the Custom House, and it must be owned that 
if Butle^was the proper successor of Price, so was Hoyt of Swartwout. 


CHA?Ti;jl XVII. 


Mr, Stephen Allen secretly propo^^s a ^$500,000 Tammany Hall Bqnk. — John 71 
Irving*s Oration, Mr. Butler trouhled-^had to nominate Col. Young. Samuel 
Young, from 1815 to 1836. His opinion of " the Old Republican party*"* — Conf 
fessions of the Evening Post, England in 1773. 

We have quoted the opinions of Messrs. Butler, O'SulIiyan, Van Bnren and 
others against '* privileged associations." " A fMiper-money aristocracy," (says 
the Demo. Rev. for Dec. 1839, p. ,455) *< has ^ut a single redeeming trait. Sor* 
did in its origin, it is sordid in every thing." '*How should a petition for a bank 
charter conclude?" said one. "And your memorialists will ever prey," was the 
answer. 

The following letter is from Mr. Stephen Allen, Receiver General for Mr. Van 
Buren's sub-treasury, <' a hard-money man," formerly lottery* dealer. State Senator, 
Mayor of N. Y., and who had been the builder of his own fortunes. To his honor 
be It recorded that he rose from being a popr sailor boy and sail maker, by industry, 

Srobity, and great energy and perseverance, to a hish place in the pliblic esteem. 
[ow far he deserves his character of hard money democrat, the following secret 
letter to Mr. Hoyt wiU help to discover : 

Post m'k " Steam Boat— 12^c.," and addressed to Jesse Hoyt; Esq.,, N. York. 

Mr, Stephen Allen to Mr, Hoyt, 

Albany, Nov. 28,' 1832. 
Dear Sir — ^Nothin^ is more true than the observation made by Mr. Van Buren at 
the Democratic festival ; that the democratic party, in a great measure, owe their 
present and previous victories to Tammany Hall, the place of concentrated opinion 
and action, and' a rallying point of the dfemocracy of the city, or words to that 
effect. There cannot be a doubt but that the building of that Hall, and thus far 

S reserving it, as a Party Establishment, and a rallying place on all occasions for the 
Republicans of the City and surrounding Counties, has been one of the means of our 
triumphs. 

I was one of the Committee who purchased the ground — ^made the contracts for 
building — and raised the money to pay for it. 

The opperations of that Committee ardious and responsible, as during the progress 
of the work they were frequently compelled to raise considerable sums on the re- 
sponsibility of t&eir own name^. The whole establishment cost about $55,000 ; all 
of which sum was subscribed by individuals of the pvty except $18,000 (if I recol* 
lect right), and for which last sum the premises are now under mortgage. 

If the party properly estimated the benefit it has received from the establishment, 
this debt would have been cleared off by subscription long since ; but such a result^ 
perhans, is not to be expected. 

A thought has therefore occurred to me, and which is the object of this letter to 
communicate ; whether the extinction of this debt may not be effected by obtaining 
the CHARTER OF A BANK by the name of THE TAMMANY BANK. 

There cannot be a more favourable period than the present for such an application* 

The large majority we nave in both Houses and the good feeling evinced by the 
Country towards US consequent on the large vote given by the City to the democratic 
candidates, together with the important object of relieving Old Tammany from its 
embarrassmeats, WITH OTHER CONSIDERATIONS, I should presume would 
carry the bill through triumphantly. • 

The following plan of a Bank, I think would effect the object. 


▲ $500,000 KOS0TOhJ IN TAXMANT HALL. 7% 

The capital to be FIYE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLAKS AT LEAST. 

The Society of Tammany to be PRIVILEGED to subscribe fof |lOO,000 of th« 
Slock. ; 

The BaHx to be authorized to hand the amount on their bond, at an interest of 
three per c^^ per annum, the loan to be for thiee or four years. » 

If the i'^^^\ diFides six per cent on its stock, the SOCIETY would receive 
THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS annually, over and above the interest on the loan, 
which, in three years, would amount to 9,000. 

In the mean time the stock would advance in valuej and, if sold at the end of 
three or four years, would probably be worth ten per cent above par, netting a clear 
gain of $10,000, by which operation \he Society would be put into possession of 
$19,000, a fund more than sufficient to clear off the incumbrance. 

My opinion you no doubt know is in opposition to an increase of these Banking 
Monopolies ii} the. City— but the Legislature WILL make them — and therefore IF 
WE must have them^ there cannot be a more legitimate object to be effected, both 
in a party point ofviewj as well as the charitable attributes of the Society, than the 
one- alluded to. 

If you think well of the matter, I wish you woulct consult some of our leading 
men — anddf, on due consideration, the project should be deemed proper, it will bo 
necessary that a notice should be published of the intention to apply, which yoit^ 
know may be published without the name of the applicant* * 

/ wish it to be distinctly understood that I cannot serve in any of the offices crea* 
ted by such an institution — but any assista^^ce I can give in advancing the interests^ 
of Old Tammany will be cheerfully afforded. 

You will, of course, let the matter drop if, upon a view of the subject it shaN be< 
deemed inexpedient. I am with due respect, your ob't serv't. 

STEPHEN ALLEN. 


Mr. Allen is one of the confederates. of President Vkn Buren, and it is impossible 
to read the above letter attentively without perceiving that there is a similarity of 
tastes, of disposition, and of conduct. Mr. Allen wishes to keep up 'appearances 
with the real friends of free, elective institutions, but to let no occasion slip, where 
the millions may be more and more tied down behind the car of monied monopoly*. 
He would get his friend Hoyt to sound the leaders at Albany, in favor of turning 
Tammany Hall into a partner in a Tammany HMl Bank, how that General Jack- 
son's second election was sure, and the party sirongf in the state — but he (Allen) 
must not be known in the matter, because he had an outward appearance to keep up 
at variance with his real sentiments. He would have half a million ot'doUars as the 
capital, and ** the Society of Tammany to be privileged to subscribe $100,000 of 
the stock," although the hypocrite well knew th^t the societv was instituted to^ 
preserve equal rights, and put down privilege. He and his niends had acquired 
much wealth anM influence, by pretending to hp^ democrats, while their ^very act 
gave the lie to their professions. By Legislative jobbing and the " party establish* 
ment," the ciUzen^.had been deceived, ai^ did not see it. Now might be the time 
to carry the deception further. Tammany Hall owed $1&,000. Here Was a plaa 
to pay it off out of tfie public purse, by selling the rights of his fe}low citizens to a 
favored few, and Jesse Hoyt was chosen to carry it through, if practicably, leaving^ 
Stephen Allen, the ar^ul projector, in the back ^ound of the picture. 

On the 12th day of May, 1810, John T. Irving, brother of our minister at the 
Court of Spain, and who was an. ornament to the country, and the age in which he 
lived, as he would have been to any age or country, delivered the anniversary ora- 
tion before the Tammany Society, or Columbian order. 

It commenced thus : 

*' Brothers, we are here assembled to celebrate the anniversary of an institution' 
whose object i&anation^s prosperity, and .whose supreme ambition is a nation^s- 
glory." 

It is very probable that Stephen Allen sat and applauded Mr. Irving, while he 
thus poured forth the manly eloquence of a truly honest and faithful American 
bosom. '^ 
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*' The only evil y^ have to apprehend, is that this immense influx of wealth from foreign sonrces, may 
gradallly de|ach the cultivators of the soil, from the pursuits of liusbandry, and plunge thero into foreign 
speculations. We are an agricultural people, and if anxious to perpetuate our libiBrties, thej, 'cultivation ef 
the Soil must be our primary ambition. The mountain Swiss, while devoted to their pasto^ 1 labours en- 
joyed the purest freedom. ^ ri^ 

As yet our population, widely scrittered, and^evoted to agricultural emplojrments muftt^ ^qXjt all their 
pleasures in rural and domestic enjoyments. But when avidity for gain shall have drawA 3af ^^"^ their 
peaceful habitations ; when the cottage, the plough and the farm shall be exchanged for, 5»^ loos city 
and the crowded mart. Then will the werk of depravity secretly commence ; sedentary and soul-wearying 
avocations will succeed those healthful exercises which give elasticity to the mind and vigor to the frame. 
Tumultuous amusements, with no other charm than their novelty, will supplant the tranquilized pleasures 
of home, and impair that domestic -felicity, the aggregate of which forms the sum saA substance of national 
prosper^y. Nor will the evil end here. Ah inordinate thirst for gain will allay the fervor ofpairiotitmi foreign 
Mpeculattont will produce foreign attachments^ anA the heart from motives of interest j he indaced to indulge senti- 
ments of hostility, at a time when its affections should be mostjirm and loyal." 

*' The eyes of the nations are upon us, anxiously watching our movements, and nicely balancing onr 
councils. The friends of human liberty behold us with fond solicitude, not unmixed with fearful apprehen- 
sion. They trust to our intelligence, but thef/fear our increasing luxury and wealth. 

The persecuted of every clime cast a wishful eye to this land of promise, and hail it as the only terrestrial 
haVen of rest to life's weary and oppressed sojourner. Liberty, exiled every other lodgelnent, has made 
this her last abiding place, andLcan only be driven away by the perfidy of those over whom she now extends 
her fostering pinions. 

Oh give not cause of exultation to your enemies, that your situatfon is precarious ; let not your friends 
liave reason to tremble for your safety. Remember the claims of posterity rest upon you ; that as your 
fathers have laboured for yon, so you an to live and labour for your children. That you are but trustees of 
the rights you possess, wUle the inheritance is theirs.'' 

Such was the language, and anii;^M^9X!^ the principles of Tammany Hall in 1810. 
May tbey endure A)r evefi— May the'.Jovely children of free, favored, young, 
gallant and glorious 4ii^cfi<^^* cherisji su^h sentiments as Judge Ijrving then there 
promulgated, to the very latest posterity* Little; did you imagine, Stephen Allen, 
ivheti your youthful bosom beat in holy upison with the generous feelings of the 
gifted brother of -Washington Irving, that the black night would arrive in which you 
would join the perfidious band, who fostered by the Liberty your fathers nobly 
gained, are struggling to rivet on the ' freeman's arm the ignoble chain of sordid 
usury ! Blush, Stephen — read your secret letter, and blush for shame ! 

Mr. Allen's secret letter to J\lr. Hoyt was written against the clearest convictions 
of his own mind. Age had increased, and avarice controlled. The great De Witt 
Clinton, in hte message of 1819, to the Legislatn^-e of N. Y., solem^y warned his 
countrymen of the. dangers attending the wretched banking system, which had 
obtained in the Union. Mr. Al)en was chairman of a joint committee of the Senate 
and Assembly, to reply to this message, which reply states, that there were too 
many banks — ^that farmess and mechanical had been allured to borrow, and had fallen 
a sacrifice to the banker's avarice — that the immoderate extension of banks had pro- 
duced a * banishment of metallic money — loss of commercial confidence — the exhibi- 
tion of fictitious capital — the increase of civil prosecutions — multiplication of crimes 
— the injuiious enhancement of prices — and the dangerous extension of credit.' 
With banks increased five fold, if not ten fold since 1819, did Mr. Allen expect to 
mend matters by turning Tammany Hall into an Usurer's den ? 

Yon ]\[uller, sfjeaking of a commercial metropolis, (ancient Carthage,) in bis 
Universal History, states, that **v^en the public morals became corrupted by 
wealth, the state sufifered at the same tipae the evils ef oligarchy and of ^hlocracy. 
Every thing was venal! the party leadersMhought only of themselves^ and the com- 
monwealth was neglected.*' What remedy would Mr. A)len proscribe in such a 
case, think ye } *A Tammany Bank ! ! . 

Mr. Van Buren Ijas associates whom he likes. One of these is Stephen Allen. 
He has others whom he does not like. One of these is Colonel Young. 

[Post mark, New York, April 15.] 

AtBANT, April 13, 1824. 
Dear Hott — Political afifairs stand well. The nomination of Young has defeated 
Hhe flans of the opposition; and though I did what I could TO PREVENT* ITS 

* Colonel Young, like Senator Allen, owes his rise to his own ability, energy, industry, talent and per- 
severance. His forefathers, lilce those of Michael HoflTman, were from Ireland. The close of the war of 
1812, found Colonel Young, in the very prime of life, at the head of the House of Assembly of the-SUte of 
New York, as their Speaker— and when their sessidn closed on. the 19th of April, 1815, the excellent address 
of the republican members to their electors, is signed at the top of the first column by Samuel Yoanr, who 
wrote it, and near the bottom of the last by Martin Van Buren. 

It is also signied by Nathaniel Pitcher, Ogdeh Edwards, P. A. Bloodgood, W. C. Bouck, Enatua Root. 
Wathan Sanford, John Wells, and many other eminent men^and it thus concludes" 
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NECESSITY, I am yet persuaded^ that:, under all cir:ums{anc.es^ it is the best thing 
that could be done. You.'^ill see the two addresses. To ours we have mpre than 
two-thirds of both Houses — and though it does not speak directly of the presidential 
question, 1 think its tendency, 6cc,, can hardly be misunderstood. If matters go as 
we expect, there will be a large majority for Mr. Crawford at the next session. In- 
deed it is very' certsdn that he has receive^ a majority of both branches. Kely upon 
it every thing will go well. ♦ . ' . * . 

Yours truly,» B. F. BUTLER. 

** The loan who hss abandoned the standard of his couAry^hen the stontts of adrerslty were thickening: 
around her ; who has mocked at her calamity when sh0 was struggling with an insolent and vindictive foe ; 
who has ttirown his weight infto the balance against her, illy deserves to bask in the suAsliine of her favort, 
•and to participate her honors in tho golden days of prosperity." 

In 1894, Mr. Butltor considered it a sad circumstance that objiged them to choose Colonel Toung as a can- 
>d.idate for office, And "did what he could to prevent its necessity'*— and, in 1838, Mr. Van Buren thus pr(^ 
jiounced in the U. S. Senate his new shibboleth : — *' // is of itself immatbbial by what political appcllI- 
Tioif men have heretofore been called. The great qv^tion is^what are honestly THBia psesbmt sentimbnts 
wpon those great points which have from the beginming divided the Ameriean People, eati woM, Ae feared, amtuuie 
4o do so unto the end." . '^ 

The Colonel Young of 1815, Whom General Jackson called the Cato of the Senate, is, in the main, tne 
Colonel Young of 1845. In 1834, he went wUh all his soul for Henry Clay, for president— ia April, 1836, ha 
threw up his seat in the Senate of New York, when Mr. yan Barents scheming ipajority tnere refused to 
send back to their constituents f^ trial, two of their party clearly con vidle^ of enormous* stock-jobbing 
frauds— and in the fall of the same year he said — *' We have departe(L*and are continually departing, from 
the simplicity of those principles Virhtch were the price of our fathers' blood. The few are gradually mo- 
nopolizing the rights of the many, and legislation has become the subject of bargain and sale, of venality and 
'Corruption." Plain language this !— but not a whit plainen%an that of. the Aliens, Butlers, Van finrens, 
Hoyts, Barkers, Bennetts', and Coddingtons^ when behind the scenes. Witness their sentiments recorded 
>4y themselves in this volume T • •. 

It is evident that the V«n Bvren party proper neve^ gave Samuel Young a hearty'snpport. The caucus 
<106 members of the N.T- Legislature, out of 160) n^tApril 3, 1834, and Flagg rose to urge a selection of 
Yates for Governor in preference to Young, whom he^enounced as Yates's " bitjter and implacable enemy." 
Wright (now Governor) also spoke against Young and for .Yates — as did E. P. Livingston^ ^* Tlie Van Buren 
party all supported Yates," said the Patriot, including Dudley, Bowne, Ward, dec. They counted 45 votes4 
Young was nominated, but not elected, lie follows Mr.*VanBureh, nevertheless — defended tne State Ban^ 
charter system — and at Syi-acuse, 1843, and Baltimore,- 1844, went energetfcally fo/ ^ a restoration.' The 
.Argus Slid Atlas play tke favorite tunes of the partf — each organ ^rith suitable venations for its class of 
t>ellevers, of whom th^ Colonel Is an Atlas man. 

A party in l^ew yoik called Loco Foco had Ssked Co%nel Young to be their candidate for Governor. He 
declined, but reminded their committee, that " a demagogue of the present day, backed by a disciplined lobby 
«nd a few mercenary presses, can rlQe more plunder nrom the unDom than ever surrounded the triumphail 
•car of a Roman General." # *» 

" Tammany Hall," said the loco focos in reply, " has b^ome a nuniry of brokersk where federalists, ico* 
nopolists, and corruptionists are fostered. * The open 'leader^\be secret rooveA of tne party, and thMr min- 
ions, comprise a body of men whose political turpitude it would* be difticult to parallel in any age or country. 
*rhey have used' the party for their own seliish purposes, and are either at the head or part^ipating in the 
legalized spoils of every existing monopoly. These chaftered democrats^ with the assistance of a seeret 
.«oci^y, hired presses, the slaves of office, and the * known usages' c^o always caacua.and nack the General 
»nd riominating Committees to promote the objects of aristocracy." 

If this is the truth, ought not the whole people, as one man, to unite in selecting the purest, ablest men 
in the State, for the Convention of 1846? SpeaKlng of Mr. Butler and Mr. Van Buren's party machinery, tho 
livening Post thos frankly confesses tha( our jpresent system of committees, primary meefings, and delega- 
tions are a series of base frauds : ^** . 

« It is a fact, admitted by all, [says the Post,] that our system of nomhiatiAis by Conventions has become 
•corrupt to the core. Our primary meetiifgs have become a disgrace and a by-word. Frauds of the basest 
nature are opeW)^ and unblushingly practised to secure delegates to the nominating committees, who will 
subserve the interests of a few corrupt politicians— > who, like a greedy pack of hounds, set up^n any man 
^^ho dares expose their profligacy, the profligacy of Ihose who. owe their elevation to their shameless 
frauds, or propose measures of reform by which the nominations may be brought directly home to the 
people." ' 

pur next chapter will illustrate the text of the Post, and show how it is that ** a f^w eormpt politicians" 
<;an, " like a greedy pack of hounds, selupon any*man who d^es expose their profligacy." We will begin 
iwith the Custom House. ^ . 

This note closes with a description of Briton in July,>1773, addressed |o Sir Horace Mann, by Horace 
Walpole. Earl of Orford, a son of the famous Sir Robert Walpole. Britain neglected all admonition, and 
plunged into a career of war, bloodshed,- debt, oppression> and crime, the resulte of which have chained 
^own her people to poverty in the sight of wealth ; and there, degraded and disgraced they lie, ashamed of 
their ignoble servitude, but linabie to throw it o£r. Citizens of New Yor^, shall we profit in time by their 
•example 1 . 

" They say the Bank is to issue five pound notes : at present all trade is at ^ -stop aiid the confusion is ex* 
treme. Yea, verily, the villainy and iniguities of the age are bringing Uiings rapidly to« crisis. Ireland is 
4lrained, and has not a shilling. The explosion of the Scotch fiflft&^has'reauced them almost as low, and sunk 

theif manufactures to low- water ebb What is Snglaifli now ? A sink of Indian wealth, filled br 

nabobs and emptied by maccaronis ! A Senate, sold, and despised ! A country overrun by horse-races I JL 
gaming, robbings wrangling, railing naUonf without principles, geniU3| character, or aUtos ; the overgwwA 
«hadow of what it was !" 

10 • 
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CHAPTER XVIH. • 

t 

Jefferson on government interferences at^ elections. Swartwoutf Laporence^ PruXr 
Allen, and Wettnore^s practice. Inspector Ogsiury. Van Buren recommends 
General Spicer of the** U. S. LomhartP^for office. Sketch of Prosper M. Wetmore. 
Alderman Purdy*s petition, and Quacienhois^s eounter-^petition. Active Poiiti' 
dan's pay office, Custom House. Proscription for opinion. New Taxes from SL 
Tammany. Butler enraged at Ciirtton*s exposure of ike ** organized corps*** Coh 
Decatur. J(fhn MacGee^s way to Office, 

m. 
V 

Mr. Butler has the word of God^ constantly in his mouth. How far he seeks to 
flqiiare his conduct by bis favorite* standard let this memoir show. Mr. Van Buren 
professes a devoted attachment' t6 the pHocij^Ies of Jefferson and the civil revolution of 
1800. Is it for the ima^gination of man to conceive any course of conduct more at vai- 
riance with the doctrines of the sage of Monticello than the practice of the tenant of 
Lindenwald* ^ , 

Let us compare Tanftnany Hall practice with the following extract from a letter — 
Thomas Jefferson to Oovemo/ McKean, a signer oT the Declaration of Independence 

—dated Washington,. t'ebruafy 2d, 1801. • 

* 

" Till this [the Elefctiorfof President] is known, it i» too soon for me to say what 
** should be done in such atroci(^s cs^ses as those you m^ption, of federal officers ob- 
** structing the operation of the State gov^nments. One thing I will say, that as to 
"the future, INTERFERENCES AT JELECTTONS, WHETHER OF THE 
« STATE 0R> FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, BY OFFICERS OF THE LAT- 
•» TER, SHOULD BE DEEMED CAUSE OF REMOVAL; BECAUSE THE 
" CONSTITUTIONAL REMEDY BY THE ELECTIVE PRINCIPLE BE- 
•• COMES- NOTHING IF ITJVIAY BE SMOTHERED BY THE ENORMOUS 
" PATRONAGE OK THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT." * 

Immediately after the fall election of 1834, Messrs. Qomelius W. Lawrence, Wm» 
M. Price, Stephien Allen, J. R^ Whiting, R. Riker, Daniel Jackson, Gid'n Ostrander^ 
Gideon Lee, and W* P* -Hallett addressed a fetter tfi their friend Samuel Swartwout^ 
requesting that F. Ogsbunj^ might be lippointed an Inspector, as follows : 

" New York*, 22d Nov., 1834. — Mr. Ogsbury Is an old inhabitant of this city — ^a firm- 
" supporter of the administration—and IN THE LATE ELECTION WAS AC- 
*• TIVE AND INFLUENTIAL." . 

Mr* JefTersQU believed that interference at Sections by officers was criminal — the 
Jeffersonians above nam^ held put $1100 a year, and a sinecure, as the bribe for being 
active and influential at elections. Che reward to foilow close upon the service. K 
office is to be the immediate reward of active electioneering^if 500 places,' at from 509 
to 35,000 dollars a "year income, are the fair recompense of struggles at the polls, the 
victors to h'ave the spoils,* is not the elective principle *' smothered by the enormous 
patronage of the general government V and will not violence, bully clubs, bribing 
presses, lying tongues, and all the evils attending wholesale corruption be among the 
results 1 Why did Morris and Veriati invade Pierce's sanctuary at 12 P. M. on a pre- 
tended mission of purity of election, if 500 prizes are ready to reward the men who 
can gain a victory, no matter by what means ? The merchants require honest, indif- 
ferent, capable officejis about the (])ustoms. Are Messrs. Allen and Lawrence more 
partial ta active, influential, one-sided partisans ? If so, and they can continue ^heir 
system, the fair outside of our goodly republican tree will soon exhibit incurable tot- 
tenness at heart. . , 

Twelve thousand dollars have already rewarded, in part, Mr. Ogsbury's "influeDtiar*" 
labors of 1834. His servj^ces no^^ are so. easy that thousands would gladly perform 
them well for a sixth of his income. 

Mr. Ogsbury,* though he did not prosper as an .Importer, was fortunate in being, 
the father-in-law of General Prosper M. Wetmore, usually known as Swartwout's 
•* great gun." General Prosper wrote the collector, earnestly urging the appoint- 
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ment of Ina affectionate and ** influeDtial" relative — adding, that General Peter Spicer 
had been promoted at Washington, and wished to resign in Ogsbury's favor. 

General Spicer 'was a keen office-hunter, and rode his mare fat ahead ef ordinary 
beggars. He wrote to Mr. Swartwout, ]V(arch 24th, 18S9, more than a month before 
that gentleman entered on his duties, that he ihad heard that he (Sw.) had been ten- 
dered the collectorship, and ii so, he (Sp.) now tendered himself as his (Sw.'s) dep- 
uty. ** I feel a conviction," observed the gallant military veteran, " that my mercan-' 
file experience would, &c« ... . . * . I can with confidence refer 
to the members o(the Republican party at large in our city and State for the claimg 
I may be conciderecl to possess to your favorable concider^tion* / am AUTHOR- 
IZED to refer to the Hon, M, Van Buren and the Hon, C. C. Cambreleng for MY 
POLITICAL STANDING. I likewise feel justified in adding^ the names of Ben- 
jamin Bailey and the Hon. C. P. W4iit^, who have assured me oT their disposition to 
advance my views." 

The friend of Van Buren, Cambreleng, and White* could not be resisted. The 
General got Custom House ratiotis from the date of Swartwout*s advent till his pa- 
trons found the run of a better kitchen for him, in 1833,* elsewhere.* 

* Of his " mercantile experience" I will only mention that a fraudulent incorporated company failed in 
New York in 1896 ; its first president, Thomas Hyatt, was sent to the penitentiary for perjury and whole- 
sale swindling in its management. General^picer succeeded bin) — and General Prosper M. Wetmore was 
then Vice President. The public were defrauded $600,000 to $700,000 ja a few months— Prosper was in- 
dicted by a N. Y. Grand Jury, Sept. 15, 1826, yvith Brown, Spencer, Hya^^nd Jackson— turned States' evi-' 
dence — and is, by the influence of Marcy, Bancroft and Van 'Buren, with Polk, Naicy Agent at New York, 
one of the most important, confidential, and lucrative -posts in the Union. Whetiier * i^ GenaraV will pass 
jnuster in the Senate is, like Butler's case, rather problematical. > 

Extract of a letter from a gentleman of undouoted respectability in N. York, lo his correspondent iit Al- 
bany, Jan. 8, 1831. "— — also told me what I did not know bef<flre, that in consequence of Prosper M. 
Wetmore's connection with the * Life and Fire' or some other stock company, the 27th reg't of artillery 
compelled himto resign. Ha is, consequently, obnoxious to the military, many of whom turned their eyes 

to because they thought he could defeat him. ( know Wetmore only as the kuthor of Lexington, ftc.» 

and as the great gtm of Swartwout and Lawsos." This was written during a competition for the ofiace of 
Quarter Master General, Throop being Lt. Gov'is Whether the fact is as stated I know not, but if it be so> 
the 9r7th reg*t of artillery gained honorable (laurels by ousting such achamcter. Throop gare him some 
generalship or other, in 1832. General Wetmore is, at present, a trustee of the Nautihu Life Insuraice Com- 
pany. Nothing could be more appropriate than such a title for the insurance companies of the last twenty 
years. The Nautilus floats gaily on the surface of the ocean, in fine, calm, fair weather— spreads out a thin 
membrane for a sail, and enjoys itself. But the moment it finds, the wind blowing a gale, the waves rolling, 
and the storm rising, it shuts up its sail, dive? out of sight, to rise no more till the return of pleasant 
-weather. This is not the first Nautilus that he has been a trustee of. 

General Prosper probably resided in the 14th ward of New York, when Van Buren broached his Sub- 
Treasury. The General, in the session of 1836, had voted for as many bank charters as any other member 
of the Assembly, if not more ; yet he did not even blush when, as Vice President of " a large and enthusi- 
astic meeting," in that ward, he sanctioned Dr. Hasbrouck and Mik Reiil's resolves, that the State had 
usurped unlawful power when it chartered bank%— that any legislator who should aid A broken bank, renew 
a charter, or vote for a new one, is a fraif or— and that banks with exclusive privileges are essentially fraud- 
ulent and destructive of the public welfare ! 

The testimony of Vice PreAdent Prosper himself, and of President Spicer, and Messrs. Miller, Baldwin, 
Falls, Reade, dec, at the conspiracy trial, before Judge Edwards in N. Yoirk, as recorded in the N. Y. Even- 
ing Post, shows that Mr. Polk nas insulted the community by placing Wetmore where he now is. Mr. Polk 
may find the Butler agreement at Nashville a bad bargain *yet. There will be a time to speak up. The 
native honesty and good seise of the American people' will jiot be appealed to in vain. 

The Hudson Insurance Qo. started in 1825, with $200,000 of capital sworn as paid in, but except a few 
cents on the dollar there was no capital at aU. The stockholders paid, in ' I promise to pay, Ac' The 
Albaiw charter cost them $3500. Prosper M. wetmore, and G. W. Brown and Mark Spencer, found guUty 
vithBarker, and Thomas Hyatt, sent to the peAitenCiary, were among the .directors— Hyatt being presi- 
dent. In a few months they contrived to put off their moonshine bonds for real money value, to the 
amount of, say $250,000. The same Brown, Hyatt, Spencer, and Wetmore next figure as Directors in 
another extra-infamous chartered concern, the U. S. Lombard Co., Hyatt^ president, Wetmore, Vice presi- 
dent, and the active man of business. Sixteen persons paid for tlye charter, and took $15,000 worth of the 
stock each, paying in 5 cents on the dollar to set the dangerous mactiine agoing, hire pufl!s, puffers, d^c. 
The Legislature had appointed Scriba*! Brown ! ! and Hyatt ! ! ! to distribute the stock. . To blind the pub- 
lic, the Mayor and Recorder of N. Y. were made directors, in the act, ex-offioio, but never once invited to 
attend. Hyatt, the president, and Jackson the sec'y, swore and recorded an "aflidavit that the stock 
[$300,000] was all paid up in gold and silver, though scarcely one cent in twenty had been so paid— and 
knowing this state of things it was praved on the trial that Wetmore continued as an active manager, and 
actually represented the bonds to be good though utterly worthless. He (Wetmore) gave his moonslune 
check, with the otheis, to pay (!!!) for his stock. The checks and at trifle of cash were deposited in ttte 
Tradesmen's Bank, which gave the Lombard a $300,000 credit (! ! !) which credit was lent to the Hudson 
Co., which lent it chiefly to its stockjobbing stockholders. No security, of course,- but the Hudson stock 
had been puffed up to 10 and 15 of a premium. The Lombard Co., so Prosper says, divided 3 per cent^-« 
profits, of course, though all^as a dead loss. They lent largely to the knave Malapar. Wetmore swere on 
Hyatt's trial that lie^was intimately acquainted with the .(A>mpany's affairs, and, as. V. P. paid great atten- 
tion to its concerns, and tried to borrow $50,000 for it ! Comment is needless. Spicer, Wetmore, Butler, 
and Van Buren are worthy of each other— add Hoyt and LaWmnce as make-wei^ts. The means of tba 
Lombard Co. could nowhere be found— a million of dollars of its paper were palmed off upon the honest, 
-unsuspecting people— the books were never written up — bonds were fraudulently fabricated ami sent into 
market to raise cash upon, but bonds to be returned. • General Morgan Lewis gave cash for $15,000 bonds— 
» dead loss. Hyatt had but UtUe to do after Wetmore became V. P.-he did &e chief business* Why tatt 
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Mr. Alderman Purdj, now Surveyor of the Port ^of New York, an office worth 
$16,000 a year, besides its great patronage, is another of the active, party politicians, 
who have been long quartered updn the pablic at the Custom House. 

Mderman Purdy {Surveyor ^ Port ofN. V'\'ta SamH SwartiDout, when about to he 

ColtecUrr* 

"SiR—The 
Customs — he has 

exertion to perform the duties of the office properly. For chqricler and QuUficcitions 
be refers you to his friends and acquaintance. ELIIAH F. PUKDY." 


undersigned is av applicant for the situation of Inspector of the 
las a large family to support, and,' if app^oioted, will use his utmost 


"We the undersigned, being acquainted with J^lijah F^ Pnrdy, do recommend him 
as a man of honesty, industry, and integrity, and well qualified for the office of In- 
spector of the Customs. JOHN W. HARDENBROOK, 

New York, April S7th, 1829. • SAM'L L. GOUVERNEUR. 

Mangle M.' QuacJcenbass {one tf his securities) to Collector Swarttoout. 

** New York, April 27th, 1829.~Mt Dear Sir^I am not in the habit of 
asking more of a frifnd'than perhaps I am calM upon imperiously to do, after the 
master-strokes of poliej^and, I may add, downright chicanery, that ?ias been 
made use of to defeat you in your justly grounded expectations, which have now 
achieved their climax, to your honor be it spoken, that the weight of your character 
has, borne you triumphantly through, to the utter dismay of your T>pponents and 
traducers. I have but one request to make of you, and that is to be guarded how 
you give any countenaoce to the petition of Elijah F. Purdy for the appointment of 
an Inspector of th^ Customs, as he is, to my knowledge, a man npt to he depended 
upon, and one that has invariakly supporUid €WAMP, alias regular nomiuation. 
, On the other, I take the like liberty of* recommending Alexander Whaley, Junior, 
for the appoiutment of Inspector, (from the 10th ward,), a man every worthy of 
your confidence and patronage — and his success would be personally gratifying to 
your friends in this part of the town, and most particularly and personally so to your 
true friend and brother soldier, M. M. QUACKENBOSS." 

To S.'L. Gouvemeur, Postmaster. 
Dear Sir — The bearer, ]$Ir. Whaley, is the gentleman I spoke to you about yes^ 
terday^HE IS* A VERY ACTIVE POLITICIAN, and wants an appointmeot 
in the Custom House. You will confer a particular favor on me by giving him a 
few lines of recommendation te Mr. Swartwout. * 

Truly yours, M. M. QUACKENBOSS. 

Mem. (Hand writing S. Swartwout.) — ^* Alexander Whaley is strongly recom- 
mended by Mangle M. Quackenboss. He is also opposed to Purdy^ 

This is neither the time n6r place to dw^ll at large on Mr. Pnrdy*s character- 
while an Inspector his duties, except the political, were, to my knowledge, very easy 
indeed. Now, himself, his son, and I do not vei7 well kqpw how* many more of his 
relatives are billeted on' Uncle Sam, between Bine and Wall streets. He is veiy 
useful to Lawrence as a channel of communication with * the boys,' and as a aoit 
of foreman in the rnhchine shop. 

One of the most wanton and cruel outraged I ever heard of was committed by 
Police Officers Cdlvin and Sweet, on 'the person of the Reverend John Mulligan. 
I^amages one thousand' dollars were given in a civil action, but nothing collected. 
In the criminal prosecution they were found guilty, and -fined $50 each, a mockery 
of justice that called forth from Mr. Bryant, through the Evening Post, Od .the 

•f equality, a paternal government, and justice, and encourage vice by the tncceasful example of the knave T 
In the N. Y. Evening Post, Feb. 7, 1887, Mre find the Barker, Hyatt, Lambert, Wetmore, Brown and other 
rascally impostures of the day admirably exposed. " We have seen them," says the writer, ".moved by the 
same wires, and playing upon the same puppets— pledging, hppothecating. and transfening the same worth- 
less bonds— the same worthless notes— the same depreciated stock— and offering the same bankrupt secu- 
rities— fometimes to bolster up one company, sometimes another— sometimes to forward the secret 
schemes of one speculator, and at othdrs to practise some new deception upon the believing public. We 
nave seenNthem daily and hourly resort to all the miserable ahifts and expedients of worthless meadacitr 
to protract the vile deception, and involve more innocent victims." 


^ 
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18tli o( March last, sfroDg, pointed and well merited gensures. Mayor Morris turned 
them out of the polioe.- The Post having directed its censures at Recorder Tallmadge, 
was informed that he had been really anxious to have inflicted a far more severe and 
adequate punishment, but that Aldemien Purdy and • Vand^rvoprt overruled him. 
Sweet, an active, violent party politician, *once belonged to the Custom House, and 
most probably is on pay there now. 

Peter Fi^ld, an Inspector whoip Mr. Hoyt had removed, testified on oath before 
the Com*rs of Inquiry, in 1841, that Tammany Hall assessed every officer of the Cus- 
toms, a tax for electioneering expenses. One time h» (Field) would not pay — on 
'which Egbert G. Sweet, also an Inspector, said to him " You'll be' sorry for this"— 
went to a book, tore out a list of the Inspectors, &c.f .saying, " All you damped sons 
of bitches that don't pay up will be sorry for it. . . . . God damn you, I will 
remember you for it." Soon after this Field was put out. 

That there are such reports made by^ spies among the Custom House Officers, on 
printed leaves, and in other curious ways ^nd shapes — sec^t, partial, and often mall'* 
cious — can be proved, and their authors shamed, whenever it may become necessary. 

The Commissioners examined Sweet, who at once admitted that the election sub- 
scriptions went to the Taounany Hall Committee — that he had been absent for two or 
three days in succession, electioneering, as had also other officers — ^aod had had an 
altercation with Field — but had not to the best of his recoHtction and belief, reported to 
Mr, Hoyt the names of officers who did not subscribe to the Tammany subscriptions. 
As a member of Tammany, Sweet'voted against Dr. Ro§kwell*8 motion for the pro* 
scription of Leggett, 

I have already stated enough to fhow a most infkmous combination against the 
liberties of the country, as stated, by Mr. Jefferson — ^the con^irators being profeasiag 
disciples of that eminent statesmSliA 

Extract of a letter — ^B. F. Butler to Jesse Hoyt — Albany, January 18, 1821.— 
•• There is every prospect of a stormy session. The Governor [De Witt Clinton], 
has communicated the documents relative to THE ORGANIZED CORPS, accom- 
panied WITH A VERY ABUSIVE MESSAGE. This business wiU injure him 
greatly throughout the Union.* • 

I don't think I shall be all applicant for any thing this wU^ter— certainly not if I can 
get a liviqg without, which I hope may be (he case." 

Extract of a letter — Coe S. Downing to S. Swartwout, Collector of the port of 
N. York.— dated Brooklyn, Dec. 16,l832i^** Permit me to solicit from yon a nomi- 
nation for our POLITICAL f fiend John MacQee for the office of. Inspector of « 
Customs. Mr. MacGee is personally known to me as a warm PODITICAL friend^ 
and a strinaus advocate of the present administration." 

* Such are the pi<m$ " bucktail," Mr. Butler's languaga and lentiments refktive to Governor ClintonTs 
MesMige to the Legislature, of the 17th of January, 1821, in which he prbved, exposed and condemned the 
** organized and discipiined hostility" of the federal officers, jas exhibitea in the State Elections— pointed to 
General Joseph 6. Swift, the Surveyor, (wihowas afterwards tried for fraud as Vice President of the Life 
and Fire Insurance Co., in which, though he escaped conviction of crime, he was very blameable,) as hav- 
ing instructed the Naval Storekeeper, Decatur, at Brooklyn,- [Is it he of the Chemical Bank lobby ?] to or- 
ganize the whole Navy Yard at the State election, presenting ** a scene' of undue influence and extraneous 
intrusion revolting- to every friend of republican government. A government of influence and corruption," 
0«ud Mr. 'Clinton, **is the worst possible shape'which a republican government can assume, because under 
the forms of freedom, it combines the essence of tyranny." ** Slavery," he added, " is ever preceded by 
sleep— and the liberties of free states are more frequently prostrated by fraud than by force." Mr. Clinton 
concluded by stating his full persuasionj^hat ** when the personal animosities and political agitations of the 
times are buried in oblivion, he should be considered fay impartial posterity as having endeavorec^ to deserve 
well of the republic by his conduct on this occasion." 

Never was a position better sustained by evidence. It has been long befortf the people. But the evil ie 
jnnch on the increase. • 

Col. John Decatur to Collector Swa^wout. 

Portsmouth, May 4, 1829.— Dear Sir— This well be handed to you by my particular jfriend Mr. John Blunt, 
lately a resident of this town. In making you acquainted with Mr. Blunt, I take much pleasure. He is a 

«entleman who has been extensively engaged in business' in this place, and in my official duties, as late 
Taval Storekeeper, have been daily engage(l with him in mercantile transactions. For a number of years 
Mr. Blunt has supplied our Navy Yard, and I have' at alljtimes found him prompt, energetic, and faithful in 
the performance of his contracts ; and ^Aere it possible for Mr. B. to reside with us, I know of no man 
whom I Would sooner select to the first office in my gift. For iht last fmtr years he has actively and openly 
advocated the ilaims of our present worthy chief magistrate, ancfthe reputation maintained by Mr. Blunt has 
been such in tiiis section of the countiQf, that we trust his talents have not been engaged unsuccessfully. 
Should it be necessary to have an assistant editor j to aid Mr. Noeih in warding off the maUgnant shafts of the 
eotdition party y which wiU be made on you, in consequence of the general sweep which I presume you intend to muka 
in your office^ I know of np more suitable man than this said Cod of mine, and I therefore reouest that you 
-will add one more obligation I am already under, by giving him an appointment ia the Cuttom House. 

Yours with esteem and affection. DECATiJK. 


78 iOHN MACGfEE— ^CUSTOU HOI/SE' POLICE. 

Extract of a letter-^Richatd Cornwell, Brooklyn, Dec. 20, 1832, to the same — 
" Permit me to. introduce to you my friend Mr. John MacGee, and solicit from you 
the favor of obtaining the appointment of oae of th^ Inspectors of Customs for said 
.port. Mr. MacGee is a gerftleman ot good mora^ character, industrious habits, and 
in my opinion calculated 'fo' make d useful officer in your department From his 
appearance in public life — and thaf'is coeval with his age — he has been a firm and 
uniform supporter of democratic principles ^ and especially in support of our present 
administration— and IT IS TO HIS EXERTIONS, as much as to any other indi- 
viduah THAT iCiNG'S CpUNTY STANDS AS HIGH AS SHE DOES in the. 
political family of the stated 

Here is a very fair' specimeft of the system by which Mr. Van Buren and Mr. 
Butler control our elections. Mr. John MacGee is sent to receive hisy pay for ex- 

f^endilure in lungs and labor id King's County. While the worthy citizens of Wil- 
iamsburgh and Brooklyn were admiring the almost superhuman exertions of Pat- 
riot MacGee,-and his lonf^ cherished love of Jackson and Van Buren, he was think- 
ing of the $1500 salary he wouM gain by it, the perquisites, and how long he 
could keep them. No doubt the Brooklyn folks, in Nov. 1834, thought that they 
had decided the election. Quite a mistake ! Mr. MacGee, as much as any liv- 
ing man Ikad turned the scale — and a Gorpmissioner to help to distribute the stock 
of the Atlantic Bank hand^ him a draft on the Custom House, in full of his patri- 
otism, where it was duly honored, • 

If the administration of the day can dVeate offices by the thousand, ' needed and 
not needed, pay the incumbents out of the proceeds of taxation, .and put up places 
of ^1,000 to $20,000 as prizes to be gained b^the basest conduct of which politi- 
cians can be guilty, neither life nor freehold will be safe to an owner — ^fraud and 
villainy will tritmiph, and pur country be degradled among the nations. Freemea 
see to It. 


CHAPTER XIX.. 


Ulshoeffer of the Evening Post — his let^ to Hoyt — espionage among democrats^ 
Roset GamisSy Shourt, Winship, Boggs, Kirk, Gross, dfc. • WesterveWs pickings. 
SwartxBOuVs stealings. ** Democmts of our stamp.^^ Jeromus Johnson. B. J, 
Merserole. , Abraham Le Foy, The Morning News, Burr, Mexico, Swartwout, 
and place hunting. 

If any one had told me five years ago, tbat Henry Ulshoeffer, brother to the 
Judge, and one of the editors of- the Evening Post, had stooped to slander his 
neighbors behind their backs, to their injury, collect the scandal' of the hour for 
Mr. Hoyi, listen to the private conversation of hfts friends at the dinner table, and 
note it down secretly for the Collector, 1 wt>uld not, could not have credited it. 
But I have copied the following extraordinary memoranda, from the original, ia 
the wellrknown hand of the subscriber to it, who had been a clerk employed in 
Ward and Hoyt^s office, and* afterwards had an $800 sinecure clerkship in the 
Custotn House. In those days when religious majorities governed ihe world, for- 
tunate was he who professed the creed of the powers that were. Equally fprtu- 
nate is*that lawyer now whose politics have no variance from those of the "xega- 
lar democrats,'' banned together ta dispense the patronage of the^ country among 
ICT'themselves. 

De Peyster, who told the yotmg butcher's ancestor that Mr. Van Buren " was a 
damned little rascal," suffered a loss of $1095 per annum in his rent-roll. What 
happened the conservative who exclaimed — "Who the devil is Mr, Hoyt — who 
ever heard of him ?" I do not know. The cartma^iiJbr the Post was installed into 
office, under the "judicious tariflf" of George A. Wasson. Ricard, the " mere 
drone," and the poor clerk who was said to be "the rankest whig breathing," 
were ignorant that an informer had undermined th'em. Mr. Ulshoeffer adopted 
in practice Mr. L. .Hoyt's convenient rule of injuring people keeping them the 
while in tlw dark. 
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MLddreM— ' Jesse Hoyt, Esq.' ESitdonemeot— *' Memorandums of H^y. Ulshoeffer reltti^e to simdrx »PpU* 
. cations for office.— 17th March, 1838.'' 

« • 

"MEMORANDUM OP H. ULSHOEFFER." 

"680BOB W. RosB, has laid before yoa an application for Clerluhip in doors, or the office of JiuspeefMv 
whichever shall appear to be at your disposal. I have already stated to you (and I now repeat it for your 
remembrance) that he is related to me as nephev (by a si^ei*.) He has mostly resided in the seventh ^tad, 
where he kept a ship-chandler's store, as successor to my. eldest brother, George Ulshoeffer, (they wer» 

J>aitners at his death. My brotner, in his Will, directed Mr. Rose to go on with the business and pay te my 
ather and mother the full value of the stock at the time of his decease, for their future comfort. Before 
he accomplished this he became insolvent, but acted with good faith to his grand-parents and paid them for 
the stock (the balance due at his failure being smalt) He then procured a release from his creditors by 
great exertions, and with the aid of some friends went Into the Grocery business in Cherry street, wliica 
made ' both ends meet,' apparently. Last May he removed his store into- CIpenties' Slip, and took a part- 
ner, and attempted to do a better business— but the change that came over the business community overset 
all his calculations, and he has been wasting his means ever since in necessary expenses. To crown all 
his misfortunes, his store took fire the early part of March, and his whole stock was lost. Though the 
stock was covered by insurance, it had been procured mostly upon credit, and must be paid for ; and even 
If it had been otherwise the prospect of doing business for a long while is but a hopeless one. Trade is not 
likely to revive for a considerable period— and Mr. Rose thinks he must finally give up. ' Under these ci> 
cumstances,. Mr. Rose wishes to withdraw from his business, and take such an appointment as will afford 
him a livelihood for a few years. 

He i« a Democrat of our »tamp—w pertinacious in argument, and of rood educa^on. {n the Seventh Ward, 
Ac breasted the storm of Whiggery in 1834, and si^ffered in hiS businiss some ^ that account. As to his 
qualifications, I wiU- assare you he is fit for any of the clerkships in doors— he writes a good haiM— is good 
at figures and calculations. As to aa out door appointment ne is far s'uperior to many who are now in 
office. This 1 well know. Mr. Rose has a wife and one child — and is about SO year^of age. ^ 

As I have before said to you n^sonaUy, this is an affair which'I feel an* interest it— -and if you can ap- 
point him you will gonfer anotner favor (among others) on me, as well as him. /( vitt also ratse me in^ 
esteem of our family^ who affect to believe there is no chance for him. 

My brother the Judf e, Mr. Jordan aud others, have doubtless spokfh to you on this subject. 

JosKPH Gasniss, with whom I have been acquainted for year's, is applying for the ofiSce of Inspector. 
He is about 33 years of age, and was formerly a clerk of Colemar the Crockery Dealer iii Broadway, where 
your wife has purchased China ware frequentlv. 

Garniss boards with my mbther-in-law, and ^as for several years. He boards in John street (8d ward.) 
I know him well— A»* politics are of the right kind. Every day at dinner Garniss and I have a r^ular eon- 
Tersation with the Whigs at table, and I have^c^und him firmly and enthusiasti(^aiy attached to the ad- 
ministration. - * 

Although I have nopersondl interest in his applicatien, I know of no young man I could more cordially 
recommend^ to your notice, both <m account or hls^litics and capacity, fplaee him only next to Mr. Rose 
in the interest I feel in his application. Owinr to change in trade'and th^ necessity of economizing, Mx» 
Colemar was obliged to (fismiss Mr. Garniss, aid every department seems to be filled in ether places where 
he has sought for employment. 

He is a single man. 

Jamcs Monroe Wimship, a yoong^nan, 19 years of Bge^ applies fiy a.Clerkship. He is. son of Daniel 
Winship, butcher of Fulton Market, anfi resi^ in the 17th ward. He is of .course a DemocraiftLS I know 
from repeated conversations. You have seen him at your house, and can judge somewhat of bis merits. 
▲s to my own knowledge of his capacity, I can say no more than that i believe him to be qualified for 
some situation of small salary. His father has contributed liberalfyin- money to the^Demoeratic partyt m4. 
it would be securing a large fam^y interest for the administration, if the appointment could be made. 

Gbokob W. Shoubt wants the place of Cartman to the Public Store in Nassau street. A» he has seen, 
you on the subject, and you know his politics, you can form an ojHnion of his merit, and the expediency 
of doin^ what ne wishes. He has for some time been Me Cqrtman of the Evening "Post, carrying daily the 
inail papers to the Post Office. He is a llith waider, and y^u can take care of liim without any urging^ 
Irom me. 

Edm X7if n J. Gboss is an apglicant for the place of Inspector. He is of. the lOth ward. Of course he is a 
Democrat. I introduced him to you one day in your officenn Wall street. He is a married man of about 
45 years of age, judging from his appearance. He is a respectable man, and would, I have no doubt, fill the 
place credita!bl^. He relies much on my influence in this buslhesS| but J &»s no particular interest in lU* 
■^application. 

WiLLiAU J. Booos is an applicant fertile appointment of faispector. 'I^ani well acquainted, with him— > 
know hit politics to be thorough Democratic— and as he depend; a great deal on what t say to you, 1 will be 
'Candid enough to say that the letters he nas laid before you, signed, by Mr. Cambreleng, Colonel Johnson 
and others, although entitled to great weight, ought not to be conclysive. He took gfeat interest in Mr. 
Coe's application' for the Collectorship, and wrote letters to Washingtonrin his behalf, and with Ely Moore 
and others, endeavored to defeat your appointment.' * 

He is at present a letter-carrier in the Post'Offic% and though ^at one time felt disposed to do all I could for 
him, seme things have induced, me not to urge you strongly in .his favor. He is in the 10th ward— and 
bas a family. Mr. Coddington can tell you about him. 

The above applicants are all new ones: 

Of those who are atreeuty in the Custom House I will speak as follows : 

Jambs Westebvelt Is a Weigher, and has spoken to me about bis situation. He is thoroughly loeo-foeOf 
and ought not to. be removed. Itiere is no objection (o his being retained that I know of. He has been in 
office about eighteen months. . ^ ■ . 

PXT^H CouTANT is %n Inspectbr, and nas been in office about a year and an half. I know him well. Ho 
is one of the firmest of our party. Old Gilbert Coutant is his uncle. He has been persecuted formerly by the ^ 
Whigs, and had to abandon his business in consequence. He ought to be retained by all QifuaOiS. He Is 
son-in-law of Daniel Winship. . 

Thomas Kibk* is a Weigher', and now in office. He has not spfken a woi^d to me on the subject of his 
being retained, but I cannot omit the opportunity, while I am making these membrandums, of recommend-, 
ing, cordially, his reappointment. * 

* Kirk was removed by Van Nes?, t>ut, being a strong friend of Van Boren, was jioon restored to office by 
j:«awrence. He is now an Inspector. . ' P 


so «8FI0NAOI— DOITBLf ^TEB8-»JXR0XV8 JOHNSON. 

Ha is a tea aid geiitlainAii, of onr polftlct ; and hai beea a eonatant Tltitor at tba ofica of tha 
Pm«, where he frequently discoursei on politics— and, of conrte, his opinions are wall known to Bryant 
and myself. He was ottce of the firm of Kirlt and M^rcein, Booksellers of this city. 

JosBPii Dbbtfous is now an Inspector, and wishes to be transferred to the FreHch floor in the Public 
Store in Nassau street, where the pay if the same as he now g6U, and which change would enable him (on 
account of greater convenience in the hours of business) to pay some attention to other mottertt and mitke hi$ 
Mcoms Mter^-OT rather enable him to instruct his cluldren in soma branches of education. In this stoie ha 
would be attendant upon the appraisers. ^ ., *v« • » -i^ j • 

Knowing his politics tube desidedly DemocrattCt I would recommend, if nothing interfered m your opinioq^ 
his transfer id the Public Stoi^. He is a good judge of French articles, and might be of service in that 

Among those who are opposed- to the administration, and in office, there is A. S. DaPsTSTca, (weigher.) 
He is a thorough Whig, but has^rged some Democrats to speak to you for him. Look out for him ! 

He told Mr. Daniel Winship that '*Mr. Van Biuren was a dam'd littie rascal," or words to that affect— 
and this too very recerUfy. , • ^ • ^ a. , 

SA.ICUBL B. Plbmiiio is a Conservative Democrat of the rankest sort. Ha was a strenuous advocite for 
Coe's appointment to the Collectorship-«nd said before you was nominated, *' Who the devil is Mr. HoytT 

Who ever heard of him V* Ac. , .^ . . ^ ,.^ 

Hbnbt K. Frost, a Clerk, I know to be the rankest Whig breathing, and ought to be remorad without 

scruple. 

Georob RicA.ai>, an Inspector, has been in office several years, and is, I understand, in good pecuniaiy 
drcumstances, and coald live without the office. He is from the 10th ward. He scarcely ever attends our 
neotings, and is, in apolitical point of view, a aierc drone. 

Let lum be removed ! 

Henrt W*****t, an Inspactor, is a drunken beast, and notwithstanding his politics, he ought to be le- 
moved. This is public sInUment wherfver he^ known, ^y one in the tenth ward will Many so." 

[Hare enas the UlshoelSBr Memoran<fa.] 

Mr. Ulahoeffer's ne^^hew, Rose,* who " is a democrat of *o%t stamp)" and '* breast^ 
ed the storm'' of whfggery,*' had an office, and his uncle was * raised in the 
esteem" of ihe House of Ulsflboffer.. The crockeryrman's clerk where Mrs. Hoyt 
hpught her ohina, I know nothing of. ** A large famil^ interest was secured for 
the administration" by giving the butcher's boy a ** situation of small salary." As 
Kirk's politics were endorsed by ''Sryant and i&vself," after daily discourses at the 
'bureau oT the Fostf he kept in the saddle/ '^nether the Israelite,. Dreyfous, wa» 
transferred to the French fipor I have not.j&eard — but it is very probabfc, as " his 
politics were ifict^ei/y demooratic." .W.'JJB^ggs, tho' ^* thoroughly democratic,"^ 
was no fayorite. Him h^ tum%d over to Cpadington. 

James Westervelt, the weigher, was reporteato be "thoroughly loco foco" — and 
was retained. 

I do not know the ma», but by reference -to Mr^Hfe3r!)um, President of the St. 
Fatri'ck's Society, N. Y.'s . evid'ence before tVb Commission, Ju]y 9, 1841, page 
638, No. 212 Congress documents, it will apptear that thiis Westervelt, not content 
with $1500 easil]^ earned from gpvemment', mulcted the merchants heavily where 
h« had the^chance. If the law gives a measurer or weigfher a certain number of 
days to make returns to the Custom House, and the merchant wishes sooner to 
learn the weight, or measur^, as ofte^i happens, be must pay a heavy bribe, 'com- 
pensation, or fee ^call it what you T^ill) for the information.- Mr. Reyburn received 
about 98 tons of iron by a Glasgow vessel — ^asked WesterteU for a copy of his jre» 
turn of the weight, and obtained it on paying a few cents leAs than twenty dollars ! 
I could have mfide a copy in about as many minutes. If a measurer is asked for a 
copy of the weight of a quantity of -coal, the by-fee is $5. Well may Mr. R. ex- 
claim that this is ** very demoralizing !" Why, .there is no more use fer 17 
measurers at $1500 a»year each, nor for any one of them, than there is for 17 
chaplains to read morning- pravers iit the barge office — ^it is. merely a poor pretext 
for rewarAng 17 MacGees, Westervelts, Purdys, Spicers, and Ogsbur^s — •* active 
politicians," or their friends. Secretary Ei^ng or Forw^ai^d, reported in favor of 
abolishing these sinecures, but the difficulties in J^r. Tyler's cabinet caused his 
resignation. Mr. Walker's forte would rather lie in increasing such patronage than 
lessening it. . - 

The family of XJlshoeffer, as has been seen, kept one eye steadily fixed on their 
own interest! Jeromus Johnson, member of Congress, Appraiser, and \* democrat 
imf our stamp," did not seriously differ from them in his.vie^irs of Custom House 
Republicanism. . ' 

Jeromes Johnson was.a sort of a pillar in Tammany. I think I remember him 
as a legislator on " the regular" ticket as far back as 1812. In 1822 he was chair- 
man of the Committee of the Assembly to which the North River and Fultcm 
Bank charters were referred — ^but whether he approved of the Commissioners who 
gave Alderman Jlathbone $500,000 in ptock, by which he cleared $74,000 witb> 


'OLD AXD ACTIYI.' — ^XT KflPB|tV ATTSR TOUIl RBLATIYIB. 8t 

out much outlay* I have forgotten. I presume he did, for he is a rotten reed — ^very. 
Mr. Van Buren knew his man, and he baited a political hook with an appraiser*! 
office ; hung it up in the ceiling of the House of Representatires to make Jeromus vote 
straight when he went to Congress. Jerome kept his eye upon the bait — was in due 
time nominated an appraiser, though he had been a conservative and signed the Tall* 
madge pledge. General Jackson and Mr. Van fiuren had denounced the practice 
of tempting Congressmen from the honest and impartial discharge of their duty, 
by holding up before their eyes embassies abroad, and lucrative offices at home if 
they would become mere creatures of the executive. Yet the recollection of the 
unblushing effrontery with which such bribes were given from 1829 to 1841, is 
enough to sicken' the soul l>f a true patriot. ** Will you remove the deposits to the 
pets 1" quoth Jackson to Duane. " Not a dollar," replied the secretary. " Will you 
resign, and I'll bargain with a secretary who will V said the president. ** I'll not 
budge an inch from my duty, but ypu can dismiss me, you know," answered the 
faithful minister. <* Will you take the Russian embassy and retire ?-' was the next 
question— but $9,000 a year of a sinecure, and $9,000 in a present to start with» 
had no charms for Duane. He had to be removed^— and the supple Taney became 
a pliable tpol in the hands of Van Buren. 

Jeromus Johnson wa»not of the« Duane school — he became an appraiser — had to 
sign appraisements hfi never saw, or quit ;* even Hoyt declared he h^d no confi- 
dence m such a set or appraisers as Johnson, Lounsberry, &c., sor*is it to be won- 
dered at. Johnson had been a regular signer of recommendations for cffice, to 
Washington, the N. Y. p. 0;,* Custom Ho||se, &c. Here is a specimen— one of 
Cambreleng's " old and active politicians," pressing/for his pay; 

** New York, 30 April, 1829.— The Collector of the Port of New York. 
Sir— Mr. James Maurice, AN 'OLD AND ACTIVE POLITICIAN desires a 
station in our Custom House, and is worthy of THE PATRONAGE of government.^; 

C. C. CAMBRBLENG. 
I fully concur in the abore. . . ; W. SEAMAN." 

** Mr. Maurice is a Republican of 4he old s6hool, and a warm and devoted friend 
to Gen. Jackson. 

• JEROMUS JOHNSON-JOmt HILLYER— M. M. NOAH." 


Here is another wonderful document- 
New York, April 29th, 1829. To S. Sii^artwout, Esq. "We the undersigned 
subscribers </op recommend Abraham Meserole as a very suitable person for one of 
the Custom House Inspectors, and would gladly se hirti appointed, knowing him toa 
allways having been a warm supborter of Gen '1 Jackson. 

M. M. NOAH, - JEREMIAH DODGE • 

H. ECKFORD, JEROMUS JOHNSON." 

WILLIAM S; COE, 

» . 

Immediately below this, is the following rare and curious request, on the same 
sheet and page of paper. 

" Dear Sir— ^When you have leasure, and' take up the numerous applications for 
offices in the Custom house department, I make this. memorandum FQm FEAR IT 
MAY ESCAPE YOUR MEMORY, THAT MR. ABRAHAM MESEROLE IS A 
NEPHEW OP MINE. His brother Bernard the Alderman of the 10th Ward, was 
a candidate for the office I fill, supported by a strong petttion of Jackson's friends 
—would take it as a particular favour, (J37- IF THERE IS A VACANCY AFT^El 
REMEMBERING YOUR RELATIVES, jJi it you would give him a commission. 

Yours truly» , JEROMUS JOHNSON."^ 

The Meseroles were in luck. In 184(t, we find B. J. an appraiser. Jerome 
ftlso wanted his son in, and the Commission of 1841, contains a detail of other 
queer transactipns. 

In 1838, Jeromus was a director of the Bank of America, with John Targee, &c» 

* See Szecutiye Doc. No. 91S H. of R. 87th Cong. Sd Sdks. pares 833-84. 

11 i 


S9 LIB WOT NOMINATIS MARCT ! — TVKDY^B PEOCLiJCATIOHS, 

This pet bank, early in 1834, had $369,000 in specie, and its needy or greedy guardi- 
ans, the directors had borrowed $486,000 of its funds, which, at 3 per cent, a month, 
would bring them $150,000 and more yearly. 

Courteous reader — had you been at the <* Democratic^* state cpntention held in 
the Presbyterian Church, Syracuse, in Sept. 1636, to nominate Martin Van Buren, 
and W. L. Marcy, as President and Governor, Collector Lawrence as State Elector, 
&c., you would have beheld as the New York Custom House representation, Wat- 
son £. Lawrence, Elijah F. Purdy, Charles P. Clinch, and Abraham Le Foy, the 
old auctioneer. And you would have seen Governor Marcy proposed for re-election 
by Abraham himself, direct from the barge office. He was hired for this sort of 
-work. De Witt Clinton's Chair at Albany occupied by the nominee of a j^ew York 
Custom House Officer ! Friends of ^tate rights where aire ye ? 

New York, 31 March 1829. 
Samuel Swartwout, Esq. Respected Sir — ^Presbming that changes will be made in the 
Castom House Department, I take this opportunity of oflfering myself as a candidate for 
the office of Inspecfor of the Customs. As to my moral and political character, as well as 
to claims and capability, I beg leave. Sir, to refer you to Mr. John A. Hardenbrook, Judge 
Herttell, Gen. Bogardus, Col. John L. Graham, Cd. Wm. L. Morris, Hon. C. P. White, 
whose recommendations I can obtain, together with'a majority of the Jackson members of 
the Common Council. If appointments are to be (nade in reference^ to POLITICAL SER- 
VICES (especially to the Clinton and Jackson cause) and personal AND FAMILY am- 
Meraiions, 1 think I can satisfy Mr. Swartwout, that I am not deficient in either qualifica- 
tions I presume that Mr. Swartwout is aware that Hei\ry Abel and Abraham Bowdiae, 
l>oth Custom Pouse Insp., are mere shadovfe of John Targee. 

ABRAHAM LE FOY. 

Mr. Com'elius W. Lawrence's course in the Custom House, may'be guessed from 
the facts stated in this volume. He may talk " Jefferson," but he'll out-Herod Herod 
in the way of political corruption. See if he don't ! 

In a letter, signed by Cornelius W. Lawrence, Thomas Herttell, John Lorimer 
Graham, and George D. Strang, addressed to S.« Swartwout, and dated 8th Dec.^ 
1834, at N. Y.— they say— . • . ^ 

<* Mr. Le Foy from that time to the present has been an active,' zealous, and effi- 
cient advocate of democratic principles, and has f ery materially aidecT in sustaining 
the present administration, and we believe that.no individual who has 'been selected 
as an Inspector of the Customs has presented stronger personal or political claims to 
your favorable .notice.'* 

That honest and steady patriot, Wm. M. Pri^e, privileged to plead for the op- 
pressed, according to law, thus adds his* testimony, (Dec. 10^ 1834.) 

^ I am not acquainted with any individual who presents stronger personal and po^ 
liUcal claims to your consideration than Mr. Le Foy. . 

^is appointment would afford ^reat gratification to a great number of your per- 
gonal and political friends, and confer an especial- favor on your9 truly, 

WILLIAM M. PRICE." 

The N. Y, Morning News is edited by J. L. O^Sullivan, and the establishment is 
upheld as the mouth-piece of Messr§. Purely, Lawrence, Bowne, Allen, Wet- 
more, and the ** regular'* Tammany Hall clicfue, who issue their mandates offi- 
cially, over the editorial head. It presented' the ludicrous appearance, not long 
since, of T^ramany Hall proclamations, signed by Purdy, the Custom House Sur- 
veyor, as Chairmap of fhe political club at that tavern ; and immediately under, in 
the very same column,. the most spiteful attacks on Mr. Van Ness^ then collector foe 
^^interfering in poliXicsJ 

••* The removal of Mr. Van Ness," says the Tammany Hall Committee, thro* the 
News of June 26tb, 1845, was **an act of self-defence against a long course of in- 
solent, corrupt, and aggressive interflrence on the part of the Custom House in all, 
ftar local politics." Th^ reader will already have seei^ that a New York Collector is 
a political agent^of the powers at Washii»gton, placed in the Custom House at New 
Yorlk, for the purpose of aiding in carrying al| elections in that vast Commercial 
Capital, whether City, State, or federal, for the party of which his employers arc the 
leaders. And yet Messrs. Wetmore, Butler, Bowne, Purdy, 0*Sullivan & Co., in 
the above manifesto', justify Mr. Van Ness's removal, and the appointment of thtt 
Old Auctioneer, Lawrence, on the scpre of pcAitical meddling. 


BWARTT^OUt's CONNECTIOir WITH AARON BURR — ^WILKINSOlf. BS 

In the Bame paper they aocuse his brother, General Van Ness, the Washington 
"banker, with supporting burr. 'Wa» not Mr. Van Buren, Burr's clerk? Was not 
Samuel Swartwout, Burr's agent?' Is not the reflection on Got. Van Ness a censure 
on Andrew Jackson for appointing Swartwout, knowing that fact, and on President 
Van Buren for continuing him a twelve month after his accession ? 

The history of Col. Burr's attempt to dismember the Union, levy war against his 
country, seize certain foreign possessions, and found in the South and West a new 
empire, more friendly to England than to his own free home, is not new. His trial, 
disgrace, self-banishment, and retirement from political life, are facts well known. 
iSamuel Swartwout, who, with Erick Bollman, was arrested in the Burr conspiracy 
times for high-treason, was » steady follower of Burr — and General Wilkinson (I 
quote the Richmond Enquirer of Sept. 1807J testified on Burr's trial at Richmond, 
that Mr. Swartwout, then a bold, manly, athletic youth, was actually concerned in 
the plot. 

General W. swore that Swartwout had called at his head quarters, at Natchi- 
toches, on the 8th of Oct. 1806, with a letter of introduction from Jonathan Dayton 
of N. J. and that he said he had been in company with Peter V. a con of Matthias 
Ogden, who had proceeded onward to New Orleans. Colonel T. H. Cushing, who 
was with General W. when Mr. S. arrived, having retired for a few minutes, Mr. 
Swartwout slinped from his side pocket, a letter and packet which he said he was 
charged by Colonel Burr to deRvet to him (Gen'l W.) The letter was produced by 
Gen'I W., and was a formal introduction of Swartwout by Aaron- Burr, dated at 
Philadelphia in July. The secret conmiunicatibn from Burr Jto Wilkinson adverted 
to the intended expedition, and referred to Swartwout for further intelligence, who 
[said Gen'I W.,1 stated " that Cd. Burr, supported by a numerous and poweHul as- 
sociation, extending from New York to N^w Orleans, was about to levy an armed 
force of 7000 men, with , a view to carry an expedition against Che Mexican jSro- 
vinces" — that New Orleans was to be seized—** that naval protection would be had 
from Great Britain — that he (S) was to meet Col. Burr and General Dayton. at 
NASHVILLE, on the '20th of Nov.," &c. The envelope also' covered a letter to 
John Peters, Nashville^and a letter from General Dayton to him (Wilkinson), also 
parti V in cypher, asking ** Are you ready ? /re you and your associates ready ? — 
Wealth and Glorv» Louisiana and Mexico," &;c. . ^ 

Col. T. H. Cushing of the 2d U. S. Infantry, deposed that he was shown these 
letters by the General, the morning after Mi^ S^ arrived. As to Messrs. Burc and 
Dayton's autographs there could at least be no n^stake — they were well known* 

On the 26th of Dec, prevfous to the trial,^en'l W. made affidavit at New Orleans 
to the leading facts^ and swore that he believed that Swartwout and Ogden were 
parties to an insurrection against the laws of the U. S. — ^and the •General's appoint- 
ments in Canada, &c., afterwards, are the best possible proofs yiat Jefferson, Madi- 
son, and their friends in Va. fully believed him. 

The newspapers of N. Y. reported that Mr. S. had asS^ssyiated the General for 
thus testifying, but he was too brave to do that. He challenged him, and when 
Wilkinson replied ** that he held no correspondence with Traitors or Conspirators," 
he posted him as a treacherons, perjured poltroon.. 

Major Morgan Neville, of Cincinnati, the bosom friend of S. was a Burr man in 
these days. He married a niece of Capt. Heth of Richmond, one of Burr's securi- 
ties. Neville and Swartwout and Andrew Jackson wer^ early^ friends. Last war 
all the Swartwouts fought well. Samuel married Miss Alice Ann Cooper, in New 
York, in Dec'r, 1814. He was a primitive Jacksonian, and called the first Jackson 
meeting ever held at Tammany. He toasted Jackson as **an honest man and a 
hero," adroitly secured the interes.t of Ex-President' Monroe and of his nephew, 
S. L. Gouvemeur— rkept his eye steady on the CoUectorship, as lesser place-hunters 
do on lesser offices — talked oi patriotism and thought of place — got it — carried oft' 
or allowed lo\be embezzled^ a million and a quarter of 'dollars, and is now said to 
be very poor. ' When Hull was employed, government were at fault — He was too 
old. Had he been shot after trial, as justly sentenced to be, other incapable or 
feeble officers, who did much mischief last war, would have been kept out of the 
way. So with Swartwout. A ruined speculator and his comrades ought never to 
have had the Customs — nor ought his crimes to have been passed' over, by collusion, 
as they were. He was keen and knowing,'and, two to one is only acting the poor 
iankrupt. 
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CHAPTER XX 

Swartwout and Texas — Hov> Texas got settled. John Y. MasorCs speculations. A 
Swartwout memoir, suggested. ' Swartwout and Van Buren. Tammany Hall and 
Van Ness. Inspectors sent from Albany. Corrupt political appointments — J. M. 
Wheelery dfc. The Custom House Divan. Old Job Furman. Surveyor Aitwood* 

Major Swartwoat was a shrewd, artful man, and as he had got a powerful 
position b}r ministering^ to the great nian above him — he resolved to keep it by 
studying his humor. « That Jackson was resolved to have Texas, and not ill-disposed 
to receive a still larger slice of Mexico, he knew far better than his neighbors — and 
having no mone^ of his own, he applied that of the public to the settlement of 
Texas. In due time much more will be brought to light — ^meantime the following 
letters will speak for themselves — they need no comment : 

Collector Swartwout, New York, to CoL Frost Thorn, Nacogdoches, Texas. 

New York, November 11, 1835. 
Dear Sir — General John Y. Mason, has been requested, by me, to deposit with 
you a certificate of srant of eleven LEAbxTES of land in texas; which I pur- 
chased from him, and which he has kindly agreed to procure to be recorded at 
Nacogdoches, add get the commissioner to name a surveyor for. I have also fiven 
James Morgan a letter or order to receive the same, which order I will thank yon 
to honor on presentation^ as Mr» Morgan is tc^locate the same for me, and is a citizen 
of Texas. 


- Collector Swartwout^ New York, V> Col. Frost Thorn, Nacogdoches, Texas. 

New York, 11 F^bruaiy, 1836. 

My Dear Sir— «I received a draft from you yesterday for 1000 dollars at 60 days, 
which was promptly accepted,' but there was no^ letter of advice accompanying it. 
This I regret, as I do not know what it is for, althoug^h I piftsume it is intended for 
the Texian cause. If sop please to inf«rm n^by return post — General Mason leaves 
this for Nacosdoches tomorrow morning. He goes on for the purpose of locating 
his grants, I have requested him ta speak to ^ou about Carahalls bhsiness, about 
which I will thank you to ^rite me 3I have paid yoyr third draft, or rather my tffird 
note due 28th January. My interests are now very larse in Texas, and I pniy yon 
do- all ydu can to sustain Mason. * You «iust not forget that we who have hitherto 
purchased and paid for our- lands were in: a great degree, the cause of your getting 
BO many gallant men into your country. I received a newspaper of your place of 
the 2d January, this morning, and thank you for it. We all feel that Texas is now 
Independent. Bat my dear sir, do not let your new government run into extravsp 
gancies, let them confirm all the land granti^ and it will eive confidence to those 
who may become purchasers, or residents hereafter. Let them decree that holders 
in the states shall have their rights pr^erved, and they will increase the yaibe of 
t^eir public domain. ^ Let them also authorize foreigners or people in the states and 
in Europe, to hold real estate as if they were on the , soil. Nothing would so far 
give character to your country. 

As you are an old and respected citizen, your advice ought to have weight. 
Therefore speak. 

Do my dear friend let me hear from yo^ what is my atogue "now worth, that is 
when you shall have made and maintained your independence ? Write me all about 
that and other matters — 

Believemeverysi];Lcerely yours,. SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 

As far as I can learn their early history, the brothers Swartwout began life as 
working painters. They k^pt an oil, paint, and dye-stufi" store in New Ygrk, at the 
commencement of the war of 18l2, and behaved very well in that contest. Their 
biography — the- good and the bad of it — if they would entrust their papers to some 
^ble and discreet friend — would be a very interesting, curious, and pleasant volume. 
01 life, they tasted much of the bitterness— much of its sweets— the romance and 
the sad reality— the pains and the pleasures. Look at S. Swartwout's letter to 
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Hoyt, of March, 18291 He would be the msln for a family biographer— if as candid 
to the public a4 he was there to «ftMsb. , 

Texas has done more for northeru politicians than people are aware of. It upheld 

Swartwout — raised Lawrence, Morris, Marcy, Ritchie,, &c. — and is in the mouth of 

' every office-beggar of note who enters W ashingtoo, save and except a few of 

Mr. Van Buren*8 folks, who went on t' other tack to catch votes in their particular 

localities. 

Mr. Van Bnren^^ried to get one of his creatures 4nto the Custom House in 1829, 
hut Swartwout outgeneraled him— this caused a coolness, but it did not last long. A 
mutual friend persuaded them to dine with him, bury the hatchet, and play into each 
other*s hands. They did so— and after that John Targee and his folks begai^ to have 
■an influence and get their friends appointed to snug berths. Next year Swartwout got 
mad at Van Buren, quarreled with and calle4\im " a d— d contemptible, little mon- 
key" — all of which the latter forgave and polifely invited the rormer to serye out his 
term. 

Messrs. Lawrence, Wetmore, Purdy, O'Sullivan, &;c., seem to have cherished far 
more affection for Hoyt and Swartwout than for Van Ness, of whom they say in the 
number of the News J have quoted^ that ** when in town he spends a much less num- 
ber of hours in his office than any of his predecessors have done ; and that during 
those hours he is with much difficulty accessible to merchants — busily employed, we 
suppose, in turning round and round the ^hael 9f appointments — in a. somewhat su- 
perfluous regulation of the politics of a ward — or a menacing inquisition into the re- 
ported disaffection of a trembling inferior. "f 

: ** There will not h^ very many changes in |he Custom House till th^ fall elections," 
fiaid a confidential friend of Mr. ^"^rence, to me, a few days since. ^** Those who do 
their duty then will assuredly not be forgotten." 

John W . Wheeler, an Inspector under M essrs. Hoyt and . Swartwout was removed 
by Mr. Curtis. Mr. Van ' Ness reinstat^cPhim. His otigioal recommendation to 
Swartwout was signed by John Lovett and his 'colleague, as aldermen of the 13th 
ward. They told the Collector to " place him in a situation to render much service 
to the party" — and represented him as "iiaving been long known to us as ONE OF 
THE MOST EFFICIENT ELECTIONEERERS IN OUR WARP, in support 
oC General Jackson and the State." 

If such appointments as this*are not treason against society, what can be? Is 
this the John W. Whee}er who voted in 1835 for Dr. Rbckwell's motion at Tam- 

* There was evidently the best possible understanding established between Mr. Swartwout and the Alba- 
ny Regency as earlv as 1835, for in that year and 1836, • Maccy, Wright, Croswell, J. Van Buren, Corning, 
Ac, are liberal in their letters to him, recommending candidates for his Hospital. Seymour and many oth- 
ers thus got places. On the 23d of March, 1836, Edwin Croswell (the ArgusVrdcommends Ba^um Whipple 
to his " most favorable consideration" — assures him that his ( W.'s) ** pecuniary circumstances render it 
peculiarly desirable at this time" that he pboul4 be admitted into Swartwout's ^orvHouse— and thus sums 
4iphis character—" His polUiad gu^fieatioiu are equally unquestionable i being k uBiform Republicanof tt^e 
Old School." 

Mr. Attorney General V^ Buren thus endorses Whipple on the same sheet : 

" Samuel Swartwout, Esq.— Dear Sir— I fully concur in the foregoing [CfosweH's] recommendation of 
<Capt. Whipple, and as he is a very clever fello#, to boot. I hope you wil> be able to do what he asks. 

yeurs truly, - ' . *^ ' J. VAN BUREN* 

Albany, March 23rd, 1836." 

Of course, S. S. could not resist *^ a very clever fellow," backed by a V. Buren and a Croswell. W. was 
'duly installed as Inspector, at $1098 a year— his duties being, employed I presume, on the political side of 
the department, for which his *' political qualifications" and " uniform" step in the ranks of fashion at Albany, 
Jiad doubtless prepared him. I believe he chews' his oats^quietly, for I never saw him any where coi^juga- 
ting the verb <' to do," exeept in the nation's bietfnial blue boob— head " Salaries." 

t " We have seen," continues the Newsy " numbers of sound and respectable Democrats, with families de- 
pendant for bread on their places, actually turned abruptly out, without the slightest impeachment, or pos- 
flible impeachment, of their faithfal performance of their duties ; while great numbers have been retain- 
ed or appointed, both of Whigs and persons fairly entitled to be termed the 8cumx>f our population, skimmed 
up from the pot-house, the brothel, the gambling table and the fighting ring. .... When has it ever 
before been known; under any other administration of the Custom House, that a ship master, receiving an 
Inspector on board, has actually, from the notoriety of the bad character of the I'atter, set onf of his crow to 
"watch him, while he sent to the proper oflSce to insist on having another officer to discharge his cargo ?" 

The scum of society, " skimmed up ttom the pot-house, the brothel, the gambling table, and the fighting 
ring"- the notorictu inspector and the "vagabond rowdies" remain in office under Lawrence. Veiy few of 
them have been moved ; yet Wetmore, Purdy, Tammany, and^he.News are silent as the grave ! All they 
desired was the removal of Van Ness, the control of the merchants, the fingering of the cash, and the com- 
mand of " the organized corps." Every Congressman-elect of the State and party— every congressional 
district in Ohio, New York, and M16hif an, petitioned Mr. Polk to remove Vah Neas. This, reader, is organ- 
ised ¥an Btirenism. 
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maiiy Hall, denouncing Wm. Leggett and proscribing the New York Evening 

Post?* -X 

Duly endorsed as ''a warm supporter,** by M. M. Quackenboas, one of the 
Collector's bail, Mr. McCorkell comes forward to be recompensed for his *« sacrifice 
of time and money. $1095 a year, and perquisites, are my pdce, quoth Mr. 
McCorkell. 

" To S. Swartwout, Esq. •- April 13, 1829. 

Sir — Having always been a Republican, and, having zealously advocated the 
Election of Andrew Jackson to the Presidency — for the advancement of which I have 
xnade much sacrifice of time and moneV'^l feel myself entitled to present my claims 
before you, confident that you will do justice to me, (thoagh but an humble iodirid- 
ual,) who have worked in tne same gooff ^ause in which you have acted so conspkcu- 
ous and successful a ^art. 

I ask respectfully to be appointed one of the Inspectors of the Customs fot this 
port"— &c. CHARLES McDERMOT. 

John Morris, "an ardent and capable politician,'* applied for his share of the 
spoils to Collector Swartwout, in 1831, immediately after the close of his (Mor* 
ris's) political exertions at the fall election of that year. ' He was recommended by 
the sifi[natures of John Yates Cebra, .Daniel Jackson, C. P. White, Cha's Heniy 
Hall, ^Valter Bowne, and Jeromus Johnson. Alderman Cebra wrote his friend 
Swartwout as follows: — "New York, Nov. 21, 1^31. — ^r. Morris has for sev- 
eral years been one of our most active and eifficient JacksOn republicans in the 
first ward-^n<2 i4 now ACTIVELY AND ^lEALOUSLY engaged with H8.''\ 

* Here are more specimens. 

To S. Swartwout, &c. S8 April, 1829.—" I haya.been throughout decidedly Jacksonlan.^ 

^ . ISAAC McGAW." 

<*Mr. Isaac MoGaw, who wishes the place of Inspector, is, as I understand, an original friend of ours. 

J. OAKLKY." 

" TTie Targee dynasty has long enough filled ihese offices, with broken down politicians, &c. 

• • • GE;0. W. WILSON."- 

Scmuel Swartwout, Esq.— Dear Sir— Mr. George S. Messerove of the 11th Ward is an' applicant for the- 
appointment of Inspector of Customs. Mr. M. has been a ftron/r p«r/y moHf and is at present an mrdeat 
aupporter of the present general and state administrations, and 1 hav^ no doubt his appointment would give gen 
era! satisfaction. * WALTER BOWNE. 

New York, April 80, 18S5. 

Extract from the application of John I. Moore of Flatbush for office, dated April 80, 1839. CHis petition 
was endorsed by Ab'm. M. Valentine, S. M. Fitch, dec] — " Your petitioner has alv^ays acted with the re- 
publican party. And for 'the considerations aforesaid [that and his erand-fi^ther's patriotism] he does sin- 
cerely hope and trust that he may*now, IN SOME MEASURE BE REWARDED, with a small situation, by 
this just and enlightened administration." 

New Yoric, 38 April. 18». 
To- the Collector of the Port of New York.— Sir— The bearer, Mr. Benj. C. Burdett, WAS ZEALOUSLY 
ENGAGED IN OUR LATE CONTEST, and deserves the ofpoiutmfnt he -soHcitSt which I understand to be 
that aS an Inspector. I am, dec. C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

, [To the same.]— New York, S9d May 1829. 
*'8!iwHAving been dnrflig the late Presidential contest AN ACTIVE AND ZEALOUS FRIEND of Gen 
eral Jackson, AND HAVING DONE MY UTMOST in his -support, I take the liberty of solicitlnif from you 
the appointment of an Inspector of the Customs for this city ARCH: McCORKELL." 

This ciyil request is favorably endorsed on the back l^y Campbell P. and Robert White, James McBridet 
APm. BeA, ft Co., Ogden, Ferguson, ft Co., ftc. Comment is surely useless. 

t Francis S. Fitch wa^ in 1838, a lottery-office keeper in WaU street, and had been a partner of Jone- 
ihan Rathbone. It so happened that his was the first name called on the jury on the ' first trial of 
Jacob Barker, Wm. P. Ratnbone, Mark Spencer, Joseph G. Swift, George W. Brown, and their colleagues, 
for a conspiracy to defraud the public, in the matter of **the Life and Fire," Fulton and Tradesnaen's 
Banks,, ftc. - Mr. Maxwell objected to Fitch, that he was implieatedy and had an interest contrary to jus- 
tice, through his connection with Castle Gurden, Antoine Malapai|p Marble Bank, and the Life and Fire 
Company, and that, he was a non-resident. Triers were appointed, Bitch sworn a juror, the jury did not 
agree — (although the next jury did) — and the next we hear of Fitch is in the Blue Book, as one of Major 
Swaltwout'S *' organized corps" of Inspectors, with excellent " political (Salifications," as Croswell vvould 
say. Jesse Hoyt and B. F. Butler contended, as counsel for the accused, that Fitch was the right sort of 
Vuror— but, as Collector and District Attorney^ these worthy functionaries were prepared' to degrade tho 
whole mercantile body of New York as unfit to sit as jurors in the courts of their country. 

As a specimen cf the practice in the New York Custom House, let me refer to one of Mr. Hoyt's secret 
1)Ooks, noting the results of a meeting of the heads. Bud their informers and advisers. 

. 1st ward— Now in office.— W. F. Boyle— Henry Leveley. In the opposition.' R. John Everett — conser- 
Tative— with us now.— 6th ward. Jos. Dreyfous, "conservative, sow with us"— "a great mistake— 

Cwi."— 8th ward. John <X NwbilMr, clerk-R. C. Morris— both doubtful— never at a meeUng of the ward 
fore the last. -Roberfr S. Irowby, clerk, voted the democratic tlckrtl John J. Barle. conservative, hot 
-With us now.— 9th ward.— Joseph Gideon, do. do.— Wm. Cairnes, lukewarm. Isaac Bluzome, doubtfvL 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

♦ 

An army of Demagopies, Blair and the Glohe^-^ press bought for him by NoaJi^ 
4*0. — his career* Some facts about the Albany Argus — Messrs. Butler and Fan.. 
Buren*^ letters. Wm. Leggett, Van Buren extols Jackson in '44 — his press tra^ 
duces him in '24. A Regency Team, Hoyt and the Times. The Standard, 
Election Times."^ 

I have already exhibited enough of the machinery by which Mr. Van Buren mores 
his " organized corps/' to enable the reader, to judge whether the following commen- 
tary, by the Charleston Mercury, is not one of the most appropriate that eould be 
made. In 1829, Mr. Van i^uren reached Washington — Mr. Blair became the favorite. 
His paper came into existence, as he said, at the command of one president, was con- 
tinued by a second, and ordered out of existence by & third. 

' [From the Charleston Mercury.] 

<* T^e tendency of the Globe has-been to make the interests of party usnrp the place of its prineiples—VMid 
a very obvious result has been to convert ^^\ the offices and expenditures oil the government into a grand 
party treasury, out of which an army of demagogues is to be fed. Such an army exists on both sides : a 
vast multitude who create nearly all fhe disgraceful turmoil of our elections, and whose sole interest in pol- 
itics is notoriously the hope of office ; who demand proscription when they are out and denounce it When 
they are in ; who scruple not in the face of day to transfer their violence and noise from one party to tha 
other, and by their shameless pretensions to principles bring every goed cause into contempt, and lead too 
many to conclude that all party contests are only a dis^fiised^stru^gle between demagogues for the gains of 
office. Who does not see that this is becoming more and more the case, and that our elections are assu- 
ming the character of a strife of mercenaries for pay I We will not stop to argue that the Goverinent of tb» 
country is thhs corrupted*and the public liberty endangered ; that is manifest. • 

The affairs of the Government will come to be distributed among men who have no faith or honor — ^whosa* 
life is a glaring and shameless lie — ^who have already sold themselves for gain, and to whom the worst pec- 
ulation wot;Ud scarcel^be 4oss of character. And in most cases, these demagogues are unfit, from igno- 
rance, for the duties of office. The education of a street politician is truly a notable preparation for tha 
business of an iwcountant. • And this incompetency has lea and will continue to lead to the multiplicatioa 
of offices. Thusn>ecause the country is first wronged by putting idle and ignorant meh in office, it must ba 
further burdened by §n increased expense, as a remedy. Thus, to mak^ * party services' the qualification 
for place, is to insure .that we pay an enbrmous price for a very bad article.'' 

Is not the above, a true comm^tary on the facts I have condensed in the two last 
chapters — and if so, what ought (o be done about it ? 

Mr. Van Buren affirms that such a state of things is the best we can havct. In his 
letter of condolence with Blair and Rives, dated April 24tfa, 1845, he asserts that sucli 
an establishment as their Globe had been, at the seat of the federal government, was of 
** vital importance" to the success of our cause, is incapable of exaggeration. It will 
be hereafter seen that he uttered similar sentiments many years before, as to the im- 
portance of having an Argus and a Croswell at the seat of the State government. For 
my part, I think that the hoist he gave ta the Globe and its covetous inanagers has, 
thus far, heen the best act of Mr. Polk's administration. 

Francis P. Blair of Kentucky was, 'like Amos Kendal], a strong supporter of Mr; 
Clay until 1825, when he joined jGeneral Jackson. He was poor — owed dthe United 

lOth ward, Ed. J.'Gross, (application for office.) Mem, " Belongs to the Methodist society."^13th ward*, 
M. B. Campbell— not ^Aorou^A— late a convert. 17th ward, P. P. Livingston, conservative— t9t<A us now-^ 
George W. Matsell (no remarks.). 

Henry C, Attwood. Hoyt's note—** ve^ strong papers."— Levi D. Slamm. J^ Lawrence Benedict— by 11 
tH, C s« . . 

When the attempt was made to defraud the Tradesmen's Bank, in 1836, a number Of mock dii^ctors were 
Toted for, one share each having been previously entered in Iheir names. One of these was Job Furman. 
Whether he acted on the appointment I know not, but after Eckford became a eurety for Swartwout, Job 
got $1095 as a pension, under the name of Inspector. Mr. Van Ness removed him a few months since. 

Henry C. Attwood kept tavern at the comer of Allen and Houston streets. Had a talent for managing 
Towdies, organizing mobs, &c., was delegate to the Van Buren Convention of 1843, at Syracuse, well off as 
to worldly means, and now keeps the tavern known as Hermitage Hall. In the fall of 1843, the Tammany 
clique set him up as their candidate for high sheriff of New York, and thereby insured the election of Mr. 
Jones, the Whie candidate. He is a native of Connecticut^ and in May, 1837, applied to Swartwout for an 
inspector's birth, being '* out of employ, with a dependant family." His character was then endorsed by 
Alderman I^e of the 10th, Cornelius Murray, and M. M. Quackenboss— also by W. H. Ellis, Collector, New 
Haven. Mr. Tyler nominated him as Surveyor of the Port, and he held that lucrative office for a few 
months, but the Senate refused to confirm him, Mr. PoHc declined to renominate him— Alderman Purdy sup- 
planted him-^and he had to tahe $1500 a year as a Gauger, another person having been displaced to make 
way for nim. His brother got an Inspectorship— and betwixt the $2595 fix)m the public and their tavern 
the family of the Attwoods continue to thrive. Mr. H. C. A. is a very serviceable instrument in the hands 
of snch men aa I hare deaczibed— itair will his scniPles be at any time found to stand In the way of bis 
Uitarest. ^ " -^ • 
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States Branch Bttfik *at Lexington, paper on which was his name and the names 
of other persons, amounting to $23,744 — and when some $2000 had been paid on 
one of the notes, he was released for a fee of $37, and the payment of another man's 
obligation for $200. In 1830, therefore, he was insolvent. 

He came to Washington in 1831, without types or press — received Mr. Vyi 
Buren's missive to the leaders of the party at New York — was set up in Washing- 
ton, and his press paid for by Messrs. Noah, Swartwoat, Hoyt,^Bowne, Jackson, 
Hamilton, Gouverneur, and Cornelius W. Lawrence. Richly hive they been re- 
paid for the outlay — Mr. Blair speedily rose from poverty to the possession of im- 
mense wealth— -resided in a splendid mansion — gave dinners and siu)pers to presi- 
dents, foreign ambassadors, cabinets and congressmen in a style or oriental mag-, 
niticence — played on his organ (the Globe), the party tunes his employers re- 
quired — and no others — where they enjoined silence he wafe mute~if they bade him 
attack vice or virtue — the good or thp bad — he was ready. No tiger could be more 
fierce — ^no wolf more blood-thirsty. He could take any part. But to his keepers 
he was tame — a word from them awed him into instant stillness. The Committees 
of Congress, of the Van Buren parly, carved out immense jobs — $500,000 in the 
Documentary History alone — the work of Congress and the. Executive, worth 
$40,000 a year was most times in his hands. In a luckless hour he was bidden to 
tell, or Amos Kendall .told, thro' his columns, tlftit Governor Hill of New Hamp- 
«Iiire'was ** thb mere tool of the administration" of Mr. Tyler— ^and then, if not be- 
fore, were family secrets disclosed, and the* unjust and enormous prices, and the vast 
and profitable contracts, oT the Van Buren wire-worker at Washington, revealed to 
the world. * Mr. Blair was soon able to bet heavily on electiiDUs, and it is said that 
he did so — able to endorse notes and make pecuniary advances JLo influential con- 
gressmen — aye; and to lend $10,000 to his patron, General Jackson. 

When Mr. Hoyt broke down — when the Manhattan Bank affair happened — ^as 
well as on other similar occasions, where his party suffered; Mr. Hair maintained a 
decent silence — but when Morris and Varian had caughi a paper parcel at Pieroe's» 
which Hoyt, Lawrence, Allen, Edmonds, and Butler sat m judgment upon, one 
would have supposed the Globe a morsel earthquake. Yet its owner's eye, like 
Croswell's, was ever on the spoils — his avarice, like that which filled Pizarro when 
he broke faith with the Inca, Pickens in Co^^gress called him ''« galvanized corpse." 

New York, Saturday, 18th February, 1832. 

<* To Jesse Hoyt— M. M. Noah— Samuel Gouverneur — Walter Bowne-— William 

P. Haliett — Samuel Swartwout — Cornelius W. Lawrence— -James A. Hamilton, 

and others. . . 

Gentlemen-^When F. P, Blair, Esq. was in this city, you each subscribed a 
certain amount, for the purpose of furnishing him with a Printing Press. 

At the meeting of his friends on that occasion, the subscription was shtSxi of. the 
amount required — ^but I well recollect the Pledge you made — which was — that the 
I^ress should be furnished and paid for — and thai he n^ight test assured of its being 
forwarded as soon as it could be procured. * 

The press has been sent to Mr. Blair, under the "direction of some of the subscri- 
hexs— ^and $1370 paid on account of it— the balance due the maker is $65250 cents, 
for which he has commenced suit against me. 

As I did not either contract with, or have any* thing to do with Mr. Hoe, the 
xnaker of the Pre^s, except my exertions in collecting the subsciriptions, anJl paying 
them over, I shall of course resist the payment of it. 

It appears to me that this matter ought not to be subjected to an investigation tn 
^a Court of Justice. Mr. Hoe should bp paid for the Press^-and I think the gentle- 
Xhen who pledged themselves to Mr. Blair, are, in honor hound, to pay immediate 
attention to the subject. " 

1 therefore suggest that you meet for Uie purpose, at the Bank Cc^ee House, on 
Tuesday evening at 7 o'clock. 

Yours very respectfully, DANIEL JAdfeSON. 

s 

The History of th$ Albany Argus is longer than that of the Globe, but the a&0Mt 
of the northern official differs only from that of the southern, in its adaptation to a 
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different purpose, the management of only a single state. Mr. Jesse Buel was its first 
proprietor, and he sold out to Moses 1. Cautine, a brother-in-law of Martin Van Bu- 
ren, and Isaac Q. Leake his partner, who had been cashier of the old Bnffiilo Bank, 
and left it when the brokers weregredeeming its notes at a shilling to the dollar. 

Mr. Cantine was an attomey^^Leske had been bred in a bank — of printing they 
were profoundly ignorant — but party machinery placed them at once in the lucrative 
position of state printers* — the Kegency were all of them ready to act as editors, each 
man writing on that which most interested him. Cantine was a state senator, and 
had voted for banks and insurance companies wholesale. 

Senator Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. Jan*y 31, 1823. 

My Dear Sir — I am overwhelmed with the account of poor Cantine's death, 
knew that nothing from me can be necessary to secure your zealous attention to 
Mrs. Cantine*s interest, if any thing can be done for her. I have written to Mr. 
Hoes to be at Albany ; you will find him a most useful man. I have also written 
to Mr. Buel, which letter I want you to see. Among you all you must do the best 
you Can. If any thing can be done for Mrs. C. I hope and believe nt> republican 
will oppose it. MR. HOES AND MYSELF ARE RESPONSIBLE TO MR. 
BUEL FOR $1500 of the last payment. If nothing better can be done, no per- 
eon ought at least to he appointed who had not previously purchased Uie establishment — 
and under no circumstances ought any one to he appointed who is not a sound, practica" 
hU, and, ABOVE ALL, DISCREET republican. WITHOUT A PAPER THUS 
EDITED AT ALBANY WE MAY HANG OUR HARPS ON THE WIL- 
LOWS. With it, the PARTY can survive a thousand such convulsions as those which 
now agitate and proba\tly alarm most of those around you. Make my sincere t tanks 
to Mr. Duer and Mr. Suth^land for their kind letters, and tell them I will write them 

soon. In haste, yours truly, M. VAN BUREN. 

- 

Mr. 6. F. Butler, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. •* Albany, June 5, 1824. 

My Dear Sir — You have by this time heard the consummation of the Governor's 
folly by the issuing of his proclamation You will see that the Argus busi- 
ness has been at last accomplished. I was obliged to become responsible for the 
moderation of the New York paper, and to execute a Bond of Indemnity, ice. I 
have written to Hamilton for it. Do see that it is sent soon. 

Yours ever, B. F. B." 

Mr. Noah, in 1839, mentioned that he was nominated as State Printer by a Demo- 

« cratic Legislature, but that Mr. Van Buren, being opposed to him, **set Jesse Hcryt 

and other tools at work and defeated him, and brought up Crosweir* from Catskul, 

who was elected. Mr. William Leggett gives us a graphic sketch of Croswell and 

bis confederates — ^veiy. Here it is — 

^ They are a bet of creeping, dissembling creatures, who have grown fat on the drip- 
pings of unclean bank legislation — a knot of cat-paced, sly-faced, cringing, artful fellows, 
who go about among the members of the legislatnre, smiling, and Irawing, and shaking 
hands with all they meet, and disclosing their schemes in broken whispers, eked out with 
Imowing shrugs and nods — ^they are men who strive to turn all political questions into a 
lever to raise up and set in motion their own nasty, selfish projects. Of this cabal we 
believe the state prii\^er to be the soul and center.'^ 

i Leggett*s cpurse alarmed Van Buren, and he wrote to Butler and others to do 
their utmost to conciliate him in a quiet way. 

* * The C&hmikim of March Sd, 1881, states, that Messrs. Hosford of Albany offered to do the pnblic piial 

^ ing for one third less than the Legislature afterwards agreed to pay Cantine and Leake, and Mr. John C. 

n. Spencer was for letting them have it ; bat Ulshoeffer had previously drilled the party, and $7000 of ad- 
ditional profit thus went into the pockets of C. and L. 
In Febmary, 18S1, says the Northern Whig, ** Martin Van Buren baring pnewrtd km»elf to he made Senor 

$ for of 'tAe Unit^ Statet by the UgWaHvo cauovs— (for <Ae majority were against Jktm)— then directed the fol- 
lowing appointments to be made, viz : J. I. Van Allen, the half brother of Martin, Surrogate, and to be the 

., assistant judge of the common pleas ; Martin's brother, Abraham Van Buren, to be clerk ; a Mr. Wilcoxon, 

i who is the partner of Van Allen, who is the brother of Martin, to be District Attorney ; Cornelius Hodge- 
boom, who is the brother-in-law of Abraham, who is the brother of Martin, is an affidavit commissioner; 
Bamet Hoes, who is the brother-in-law of Martin, Deputy Sheriff for Kinderhook ; and all these in the 
Coun^ of Columbia. Then near by in Albany, Moses I. Cantine, the brother-in-law, also, ef Martin, is 
Stalb ptinter ,• and Benjamin F. Butler, the partner-in-faw of said Martin, is District Attorney. Truly, the 

p King's poor cousins are tolerably weU provided for.'' - 
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Mr. Van Baren to Mr. Hoyt. 
Dear Sir — ^Please to ask Afr. Leggett to send me his paper. Please also ask the 
editors of the Evening Post lo send their paper here, it now goes to Albany . 

Yoars truly, M. VAN BUREl^. 

[Written on a sheet of gilt post, from Washington, Dec. 1836.] 


On the 12th of March, 1844, Mr. Van Bnren wrote to Gaaseyoort Melville (then 
electioneering for the office he has since got, or for any other,) that '' Driven froni 
ill-fated Ireland, the family of G-eneral Jackson sought refuge in this now happy 

country The future hero and the statesman ' swore eternal enmity 

to every kind of tvranny over the mind of man.' How faithfully that noble vow 
hab been kept will be recorded in the pages of his country's history," &c. I 
have not room to copy Mr. Van Buren's elegant and energetic letter — but as he knew 
General Jackson's cnaracter just as well in 1824, when he was endeavoring to pat 
him down and Crawford up, how came he, Croswell, and Butler, (for I have traced 
the ownership to them,) to t^lk thro^ the Argus, in such a strain as the following ? 

*^ The political notions of Mister Jackson cannot be mistaken. Under the artfal dis- 
gnise of elevating men most conspicaous for their probity, virtue, &c., he is bent upon the 
destruction of the republican party.'' — Argus, 

" They need only to be read and reflected on by republicans to be discovered to be alto- 
gether unreal and worse than visionary. They make a mockery of the lives and conduct 
of such men as Jefferson and Madison." — ibn 

*' The fact is clear that Mister Jackson has not a single feeling in common with the re- 
publican party. The reverse of that — he desires> and makes the merit of desiring, the total 

extinction of it."— i6, 

« 

There is hypocrisy somewhere l^i this. Who can explain it ? 

On the 17tn of February, 1834, the Argus, in the name of its directors, pro- 
claimed throufi^h the State — "Let that man, or that newspaper, which attempts to 
disturb the puolic confidence in the Banks, or in the merchants, be marked as an 
enemy and treated as such." And no doubt *<It was the chain of safety fund 
banks — the distribution of stock — the appointment of directors and officers, and the 
Presses in each county* which gave doubtful counties to the Albany Regency, 
and when the rems which governed each bank and each county were gathered 
together and pfaced in Mr. Van Buren's hands, he drove the whole team without 
any danger from division or upsetting." 

* E. W. Davis to JoMe Hoyt. 

Times Office, July, 1836.— Sir— I nnderstand there are meeting at your office in regard to oar establish- 
ment. If you thinki Sir^ this is an htmorablt proceedwg you trill persist ittit. I have only to ask yon, whflB 
making up your plans, to remember that I have upwards of $5000 in the establishment ; SOOO, cash which I 

gut in, and which was taken to pay for the press and types we are using ; 2000, cash which l am responsi- 
le for, and between 5^nd 600 which it owes me besides, having borrowed that amount of money to cany 
on the establishment. The remainder was subscribed, 1 believe, by yourself and several other pentlenraa 
from $100 to $250 each. I shall be happy to leave the establishment, /or / have known nothsM hfut vanfmnas 
and injustice in ity and mn ungenerous and pitiful meddling which I did not suppose gentlemen couUbe gwiltf of. I 
entered the establishment from my regard to the course of Andrew Jackson, and only ask not to have nqr 
little proper^ torn from me. E. Yf.D. 

Kbw Yobk, JiUy 90, 1836. 
To George D. Strong and John L. Graham, Esqs., N. T. 

Gentlemen— I hold your certificate for $250 advanced to the proprietors of the New Yor^ Tinnes. Tk 
course of that paper is such as does not meet my approbation^ and I am therefore desirous that your Trust shoold 
be brought to a close, to the end that 1 may be reimbursed for the advances I made. I cannot consent that 
my money should be used as an instrument to oppose the wishes of the |wof»fe or the' interests ofAa poKtied 
parijf to which I belong. 

Yours truly, Ac, J. HOYT. 

A single advertisement, not so useful to the public as if it had taken another form, was prepared at ths 
expense of the City treasury, N. Y., in aid of the New Era and Evening Post, for which they received 
$14,000. It was not sent to them for the general good— one insertion in the Sun would circulate wider than 
three in both the others— but to uphold them. In like manner, in 1833, proposals were issued to pay off ths 
debts of a stock-jobbing paper called the Standard. S. Cambreleng, W. S. Coe, and W. Van Wyck wen 
named as trustees to receive the cash and re/fulate its expenditure^ and the paper was to advocate the nomi- 
nations made at Tammany RkU. Myndert Van Schaick put down $1000, Charles Henrv Hall $5000 of Um 
debt it owed him— and no doubt the News is a machine not very dissimilar to what the Standard vrmn whtt 
Mr. Butler was in the habit of going down to the office and puffing his own piety and patriotism thzikh fts 
lading editorials. ^"^ 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

The Press* James Gordon Bennett, His secret correspondence with Messrs. Hoyt 
and Van Bur en. His pecuniary diffictUties^^ffection for the Regency — ten years'* 
service to Van Bur en— jealousy of Mumford — effort to get $2500--an^tjA, ^c 
Van Buren discards him — he gives Van JBuren's character, and turns his * big gun^ 
en his old friends. He says ditto to LeggetVs account of the Regency. His course 
in the fall Elections o/ld40. 

Mr. James Gordon Bennett is said to be a man of education and .intelligence — 
is a native of Scotland — self-made — ^weli acquainted with public affairs in the 
United States, and with the characters of our leading politicians. He for- 
merly conducted a newspaper in Philadelphia, ably assisted in the management of 
the N. Y. Courier and Enquirer, while owned by Webb and Noah, and is now 
the proprietor of a journal said to hare a very wide circulation, entitled the 
Kew York Herald. Mn Bennett has been represented as a liberal journalist, 
less attached to party than to truth — and he has been denounced as a mercenary 
hireling, ever ready to prostitute the power of his press to the purposes of fraud ana 
deception, for private gain. Whether eirher of those, or what, is his true char- 
acter, will perhaps be ascertained by a perusal of the following correspondence, 
written by himself, and his quondam friend, Mr. Van Buren. 


[No. 1.] Mr. Bennett to Mr. Hoyt, at N. York. 

Philadelphia, 7th June, 1829. 

Dear Sir — ^When I first contemplated leaving New York a few davs I promised 
to write you occasionally. Of course I consider the promise still ffood. 

I have been part of three davs here, and have mixed a good deal with the leading 
Jackson men. They received the account of the Union of the Enquirer and the 
Courier with ' utter astonishment.' So they told me in express terms. 

They cannot conceive how the party in Kew York can repose confidence in Mr. 
Webb. Such is the sentiment here. 

I shall write you again from Washington. In the meantime, will you do all yoa 
can about the paper ? Spur up Butler ux he wants it. 

I am, Dear Sir, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT. 

[No. 2.] Mr. Bennett to Mr. Hoyt, at New York. 

Per mail. Washington, 11 June, 1829. 

Dear Sir — I arrived here the day before Yesterday. I called on Mr. Van Buren 
and Mr. Ingham. They are both in favor oi the new Democratic paper or the old 
one renovated. The feeling against the coalition runs about as strong here as in 
New York. They knew it would be corrected by the public men in New York. 

Major Moore of Kentucky is here. He brings accounts from the west that some 
movements are making of a curious nature between Judge McLean (late postmaster) 
and Mr. Clay. 

I have picked up a good deal of political information of various kinds which I 
shall tell you in New York. 

I am going to call on the President to-day. 

I am, Dear Sir, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT. 

[No. 3.] PWk Phil. 17 Aug. Address— Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Att'y at Law, N. Y. 

^ Philadelphia, 16 Aug. 1832. 

Dear Hoyt— Your letter amuses me. The onlv point of consequence is that 
' conveying the refusal. This is the best evidence of the deadly hostility which you 

> all have entertained towards me. Ic explains, too, the course of the Standard and 
; post, in their aggressions upon me ever since I came to Philadelphia. The name 
^^ £or sileh a feeling in the breasts of those I have only served and aided at my own 

> cost and my own sacrifice, puzzles me beyond example. I can account for it in no 
other way than the simple fact that I happen to have been bom in another country. 


JAMES GORDON BENNET AND HIS BIO OUN« 

I must put up with it as well aa I can. As to your doubts and surmises about my 
future course, rest perfectly easy — I shall never abandon my party or my friends. 
I'll go to the hottom sooner. The assaults of the Post and Standard, I snail put 
down like the grass that grows. I shall cany the war into Africa, and <' curst he 
he who cries hold, enough." Neither Mr. Mvn Buren and the Argus nor an^r of 
their true friends will or can have any fellow feelihg with the men — ^the stockjoh- 
bers — who for the last two years have been trying to destroy my character and rep- 
utation. I know Mr. Van Buren better — and^I will stand up in his defence^ AS 
LONG AS HE FEELS FRIENDLY TO ME. I will endeavour to do the best 
I can to get along. I will go amopg my personal friends who are unshackled as to 
politics or banks, and who will leave me free to act as a man of honor and princi- 
ple. So my dear Hoyt, do not lose your sleep on my account. I am certain of 
TOUB friendship whatever the others may say or do. I fear nothing in the shape of 
man, devil, or newspaper — I can row my own boat, and if the Post and Standard 
don't get out of my way, they ipust sink me — ^that is all. If I adhere to the same 
principles and run hereafter as I have dope heretofore, and which I mean to do, re- 
collect it is not so much that <* I love my persecutors" as that / regard my own 
honor and reputation. Your lighting up poor Webb like a fat tallow candle at one 
end, and holding him out as a beacon-light to frighten me, only makes me smile. 
Webb is a gentleman.in private life, a good hearted fellow, honorable in all his pri- 
vate transactions as I have found him, but in politics and newspapers a perfect 
child — a boy. You will never find ihe Pennsylvanian going the career of the C. & 
E. That suspicion answers as a good excuse to those who have resolved before 
hand to do me all the injury they can, but it will answer for nothing else. I am, 
Dear Hoyt, Yours truly, 

J. G. B. 
P. S. The $200 tn specie Fll put into my big Gun and give the U. S. Bank and 
Stockjobbers a broadside. I wisn you would let me know any other U. S. Bank 
movement in your city. This is the Battle ground of Bank contest— here is the 
field of Waterloo. New York now is only the Pyrrentes. 

[No. 4.] P'm'k Alb'y, July 20. Address, "Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor a^ 
Law, N. Y." Albany, 20th July, 1829. 

Dear Sir — Since I arrived here I have seen our friends in the Ar^s office and 
State department— I mean Major Flac^g, Mr. Wright, and Mr. Croswell. They ar« 
very friendly, but they say they have heard little of our local matters in New York, 
consequent on the sale of the Enquirer y with the exception of a passing remark from 
Mr. Cambreleng, as he passed through here a few weeks ago. They speak in the 
highest terms of Mr. Bamum, and assure me that he is every way capable for the 
position in New York. I am sorely puzzled to know what to do. Although our 
mends here think it a very favorable opportunity to start a new paper, yet thejr 
think it a very hazardous experiment. Tney told me to day that u the party had 
the control of the political course of the Courier and Enqmrer, it would be more 
^igible than a new paper. This they think could be dime by placing an editor there 
uiSter the auspices of the General Committee — an Editor who would take care of 
the interests of the party and its friends. They are afraid that the political patrcB- 
age is not'sumcient for the support of a new paper, and they are cs opinion that a 
journal which now enjoys all such patronage as the Courier and Enquirer ought 
to give up its columns to a political Editor appointed by the General Com- 
mittee. I wish you could get me out of these contradictory views and opinions. If 
you and Mr. OATrT.TCV, and Mr. C0DDIN6T0N, and a few other of our friends could 
settle what course I shall take previous to my return, I DO NOT CARE WHAT IT 
IS — I shall adopt it — ^I know it will be a proper course. Which is the best and 
cheapest mode of expressing the views of the party ? A new or im old paper. / shall 
be impatient for action when I return. Now is the time to sow the seed. This is the 
spring of politics. The birds are beginning to sing. I cannot resist Uiose infiaences, 
and if you set yourself to work, I know you can accomplish the matter to a T. Do 
not call me a heretic, and a tricing fellow, hecause I have spoken thus much of 
C. and E. If it be heresy, then undoubtedly must headquarters be in a bad toav* 

On the evening before I left New York 1 received a letter informing me that the 
Herald intended to publish on Saturday morning last this — << The last rallying point 
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of the Republican Party has been^g-jrreiidered; by the purchase by the Courier of the 
services and prospects of the gentlemen who was to have published the N. Y. Stt^te 
Enquirer, &c. &c. &c." I went to the office of the Herald and told them it was 
untrue, and forbid its publication. Snowden will tell you the whole story. It ap- 
pears that Mumford went to the Herald and told them the story. You can see m 
this the finger of our friend BUTLER and Elisha Tibbets probably, who want to 
make as much mischief as possible. I hope old King caucus will remember them. 
I shall write nothing for the C. and E. during my tour — that you requested to do. 
Tell Mr. Oakley that my next letter I shall write to him probaoly from the Springs. 
I am, Dear Sir, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT. 

P. S. — If you hare any thing to say particularly in the course of this week write to 
Buffalo to me. 

P. S. — ^Mr. Croswell thinks that under present circumstances the Republican Gen- 
eral Committee can make their own terms with Webb and Tylee. Would not a pri- 
vate meeting of our friends on the subject be a good first step ? 

[No. 5.1 Post mic, Phil. 13 June, [1833.] Address Jesse Uoyt, Esq., Coimsellor 
atXaw, New York. 

DsAB HoTT. — ^You will see by the papers what we are about here. My object is 
to make the party come out for a National Convention. 

It can be done by t>rudence, skill, and address. 

In relation to what I talked to you in New York, I have an earnest word to say. 

I really wish that my friends there would try to aid me in the matter I formerly 
mentioned. 

Morrison I fear will do nothing. 

John Mumford has been aided to the extent of $40,000. With a fourth of that 
sum I would have done twice as much — soberly an.d with some decency too. 

I should be sorry to be compelled to believe that my friends in New York should 
bestow their friendship more effectually upon a dr ea fellow than me, who cer- 
tainly Hqs some pretensions to decency. 

I am sorry to speak harshly of any body, but really I think there is something 
like ingratitude in the way I have been heated. 

I want no favor that I cannot repay. 

I want no aid that is not perfectly safe. 

I should like to hear from you, if there is any likelihood of my success. 

Yours, &c., J. GORDON BENNETT. 

[No. 6.] Philadelphia, 27th July, 1833. 

DcAB HoYT, — ^I have written to Van Buren to-day about the old affair. I 
MUST have a loan of $2500 for a couple of years from some quarter. I can't 
get on witnout it — and if the common friends of our cause — those I have been 
i^orking for 8 years — cannot do it, I must look for it somewhere else. My 
business here is doing very well — and the money would be perfectly safe in two 
years. You see already the effect produced in Pennsylvania— we can have the 
State — ^But if our friends wont lay aside their heartlessness, why, we'll go to the 
Pevil — that is all. 

There is no man who will go further with friends than I will — ^who will sacrifice 
more — who will work harder. You know it very well. 

I must be perfectly independent of the little sections in this city, who would hurry 
xne into their small courses, at the risk of the main object. 

Kendall leaves Washington tomorrow on his tour of Bank Inspection. Let m 
hear from you. Yours, &c. 

JA'S GORDON BENNETT. 


*■ 
* 




[No. 7.] (Post mark, Phil., Aug. 3.) Address— Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Attorney at 
Ijaw, New York. Philadelphia, 3rd Aug't, 1833. 

Dear Hoyt, — I am extremely sorry at the result of your efforts. The effect is 
inevitable ; I must break down in the very midst of one of the most important con- 
tests which VAN BUREN'S CAUSE ever got into in this state. I do not see 
liow I can avoid it With ev«ry advantage in my fa^or— with every preparation 


A 
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made — erery thing in the finest trim to check-ma{e and corner all the opposition to 
Van Buren, and to force them to come out m bh favor — as I know they must do 
soon — I must give way to the counsels of those who have most hostile Ceeliogs to 
the cause — and on what ground ? Because neither Mr. Van Buren nor his friends 
will move a finger in my aid. I must say this is heartless in the extreme. I do not 
wish to use any other language than what will convey mildly the anguish, the dis- 
appointments the despair I may say which broods over me. Ii I had been a stranger 
to Mr. Van Buren and his friends — if I had been unknown — if I had been blest in 
being a blockhead — I might not have got into my present posture — ^nor would I 
have expected any aid from your quarter. But after NEARLY TEN YEARS 
spent in New York, WORKING NIGHT AND DAY FOR THE CAUSE OF 
MR. VAN BUREN AND HIS FRIENDS, surrounded, .too, as I have been, with 
those who were continually talking against him, and poisoning me to his preju- 
dice, the treatment which I have received from him and his friends during this 
last year, and up to this moment, is as superlatively heartless — and if I could use 
any other word more expressive of my sentiments I would^as it is impossible to 
conceive or imagine. By many of those whom I have supported for years I 
have been su^ected, slandered, and reviled as if I had been in bitter hostility to 
Mr. Van Buren for years, instead of supporting him through every weather, and 
even sacrificing myself that I might retain the same feelings towards him — for I 
assure you I might have continued my connection with the C. and £. last year, very 
much to my advantage — ^retained my share in the printing office of that establish- 
ment, if I had not differed with Mr. Webb on the points that you know so well of. 
I sold out however to ^'Hoskin — saved a small pittance from' the wreck of the 
iGlobe — came here and invested it in the Pennsylvanian, which is now entirely un- 
der my control, provided I could find a friend anywhere between heavien and earth 
to help me along, and enable me to carry out MY FIXED PURPOSE IN FAVOR 
OF VAN BUREN and his friends. But that friend God has not yet made, though 
several of the opposite character the other gentleman has put his brand upon, and 
fondly says " this is mine." 

/ except you, DEAR HOYT — I am sure you would help the cause if you could. 
I find no fault with yo|x, although what fault you find with me about the deposits is 
nonsense, and only a clamour raised in Wall street by a few of the jealous block- 
heads hostile to me, who have not brains to see that in this city we can use the 
deposit question very efficiently in the October election. I do not blame even the 
jealous blockheads or any others in New York — ^I blame onl^ one, and that is the 
Vice President himself. He has treated me in this matter as if I had been a boy— 
a child — cold, heartless, careless and God knows what not. 

By a word to any of his friends in Albany he could do the friendship I want as 
easily as rise and drink a glass of Saratoga water at the Sprii^gs. He chooses to 
sit still — to sacrifice those who have supported him in every weather — and even 
hardly to treat me as one gentleman would treat another. 

1 scarcely know what course I shall pursue, or what I shall do. I am beset on all 
sides with importunities to cut him — to abandon him — What can 1 do ? What shall 
I do ? I kiiow not. You will excuse this letter — ^you- can easily appreciate the 
situation of a man confident of success if properly supported — but nothing before 
him but the abandonment of his deliberate purposes or a shameful surrender of 
honor and purpose and principle and all. Yours truly, 

J. G. BENNETT. 

I do not know whether it is worth the while to write to Van Buren or not — no* 
do I care if you were to send him this letter. 


[No. 8.] Philadelphia, 15 Aug't, 1833. 

Dear Hoyt, — ^I have not heard from you for a week. I hope that my old friends 
— if I ever had any — ^which I besin to doubt — ^will not forget what I have hereto- 
fore done or what I may do. Do let me hear from you again for good and all at 
least. I am> Dear Sir, Yours, &c. 

JA'S G. BENNETT. 

1 Qdiik that is the name. t Such seems to oe the ^llinr 
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[No. 9.] P'mlr, «« Saratoga Sp'gs, Aug't 20." Free — M. Van Baren. 
Address — ^Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. 

Deab Sir-^ relura yoar Mr. B.'s letter. I have never doubted his personal 
friendship for me, I would always have been happy to do him good, but I cannot 
airectljr or indirectly afford pecuniary aid to his press, and more particularly so t« 
I am situated at the present moment. If he cannot continue friendly to me ou 
public grounds and with perfect independence, I can cxily regret it, but I desire no 
other support. Whatever course he may pursue, as lon^ as it is an honest one, I 
shall wish him well. He does not understand the relation between the Editors 
he quarrels with and myself, or he would not complain of me for their acts. They 
are as independent of me in the management of their papers, as I wish him to be, 
and remain. I had intended to have said thus much to him, but the , 

your letter, and the evident tendency of his paper, render it preferable that I should 
not. I did suppose that he would have found no difficulty in obtaining money in 
New York as others get it, if our friends in Philadelphia could not all together 
make out to sustain one press. If you happen to meet him I wish you would make 
these explanations to him, BUT KEEP THIS. 

I am, in haste, your friend, M. VAN BUREN. 

Saratoga, August 19, 1833. 

On the 15th of August, 1833, Mr. Bennett wrote Mr. Hoyt, earnestly entreating 
Mr. Van Buren*s ultimatum, which that gentleman gave m his letter of the 20th, 
from Saratoga Springs, showing that he had no confidence m him — but whether he 
feared his venality oi: his independence is not stated. That Hoyt doubted him he 
frankly admits. 

When Mr. Bennett found that he had nothing to hope ftom that quarter, he 
addressed a letter to General Jackson (Sept. 10) impeaching "Amos Kendall 
and certain confederates,^^ with reference to the pet bank scheme, to which the 
president replied. Mr. Bennett had received manv confidential letters from Ken* 
dall — of these he published several. Mr. R. M. Whitney had also written him — 
concluding with "Pray bum this letter after you have done with it.'* It went 
into his paper ! Mr. Cambrel eng made similar requests to his a^ent, Mr. Hoyt, but 
some of the letters that mi^ht have been in the fire appear in this biography. 

Mr. Bennett issued a series of letters, through the press, entitled '* The Kitchen 
Cabinet laid open" — said he had been for withdrawing the federal treasure from 
the United States Bank and giving it to other institutions — showed that he had 
been very intimate with Kendall — viewed Kendall now as " black and treacherous" 
— and showed that a quarrel he had had with the Standard, his defence of the two 
Enquirers, and the course he took about the bank and its branches, had impressed 
on the minds of manv persons in the Van Buren pet bank army, that he was on both 
sides. Kendall tells him as much. 

I have said that all this bitterness of opposition to his late coUeages followed close 
upon Van Buren 's ultimatum not to lend him $2500. La December, 1833, the firm 
of Mifflin, Parry & Bennett was dissolved, and the latter removed from all control 
in the Pennsylvanian newspaper. 

Mr. Bennett's conduct and correspondence — ^the undue influence of his journal — 
and the causes which may induce such men as him to strain every effort to effect 
the election of one set of candidates, or to eover those very candidates with obloquy 
and slander, according as his private interest may be affected — are subjects for the 
statesman, the moraust, the christian, and, above all others, the friend of our free 
institutions to ponder over. If the wealthy can thus select and enlist at will, or dis- 
card as superfluous, journalists of talent and ^eat circulation, as they would a law- 
yer to speak tor them in a court, for his fee» is not our elective system in danger ? 
What shall be the remedy ? *^ * 

Read Mr. B.'s correspondence, and you will perceive how little is known by com« 
mon newspaper riders of the secret springs which move their favorite editors. He 
would " stand up in Mr. Van Buren's defence as long as Mr. Van Buren felt friendly 
to him^ — " the $200 in specie he would put into his big gun [the Pennsylvanian], 
and ffive U. S. Bank a broadside." 

Was this $200, then, a bribe f Let us look at it 

If Mr. Bennett was poor, he was conect in receiving pecuniary aid from Mik 
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HoYt, Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Biddle or any one else who, knowinj^ his codne and 
EYOwed principles, chose to advance $200 in support of them. To do so, brooght 
him under no personal or political obligation to the donor--it was no bribe. But 
to take money from Mr. Hoy t — to tell him he was his partisan, bound to sink or 
swim with Van Buren,'and then when Van Buren would not give him other $2500, 
to tarn round upon and bespatter him and his regency with mud, does seem utet* 
cenary and unprincipled^ 

Who that has read the following paragraphs in the Herald would imagine they 
were written by the man who could scarcely find terms strong enough to convey 
to Messrs. Hoyt and Van Buren, a right idea of *' the ans^ish, the disappointment, 
the despair that brooded over him*' because he could not do more for "Van 
Buren 's cause," in advocating which he acknowledses that he had spent nearly 
ten years in New York, 07" working night and day for the cause of Mr. Van 
Buren ?" 

# 

[From the New York Hanld of May S, 1637— ^bj Jamw Gotdoa Bennett.] 

** The fintcrniptonM of the mania which ha« prodnoed the preaent revoltktion, developed themaelToe un the 
qning of 1889, when Mr. Van Baren, a common coantrv lawyer^ who bei^n life by trundling cabbagea to 
market in Kinderhoofc, perfumed with Cnlofne water, and hia yellow whieken arranged « la Pmig, preaented 
the famoua Safety Fund acheme of banking in Albany. Abijah Mann, of Herkimer, took np the aeheme ud 
preased ita adoption in the Aaaembly on the ground of oppoaitiQa to the United Statea Bank, and in order to 
take the place of that inatitntioa, then preparing to get a recharter from Congreee. From that moment, the 
adirocatei of banki in general were divided into two hoetile partiei, acting on political prindplea, and guided by 
political motirea. The same ipirit of hoatility appeared soon in Coogren. lite demoerata oppoaed aB h^»king 
in Congreee, but carried it to iXl lengthe in the Statea. The conaeqnenoe waa the protracted conflict between 
General Jackson and the United Statei Bank, which, aingular enough, gave a greater deTelopment te wild, 
unregulated banking principlea than if the United Statea Bank had been renewed ten timea over. In the midat 
of the conflict, the old notiona of a hard money currenoj were called into action by the govemmei^ to avatain 
iUelfwith the mob/' 

*' The whole public mind hat been diieaaed, and Martin Van Buren and his atrocious aaaociatea, form one 
of the original causae of the terrible moral, political, and oommercial daeolation which apreada over the oonntiy. 
Martin Van Buren aad hia aaaociatea fiiat introduoed the union of politics and banking — politics and apeculation 
in this State. He was the first speculator in town lots at Oswego, and he is the author of the safety fund 
system, which first agitated the whde elementa of banking throughout the country, and divided it into two 
kinstile powera seeking for the supremacy. Nicholaa Biddle was a banker— but he was, and ia, a mam of acienoe. 
He is an aristocrat, but he is a moral one— an intelligent one— a philosophical one. He ia auch.an ariatoerat as 
you will find in hearen— Martin Van Buren auch a democrat aa you will diaoover coiled np in any homing^ oor> 
ner in the other place— 

" High on a throne of royal atale, which fiur, 
Outuines the wealth ot Ormoa, or of Ind— ^ 

he aita, like hia archetype and teacher, in avlphor below.** 

[From the New York Herald of October, 1841— by Jamee Gordon Bennett.] 

*' The ahamelees profligacy of the Albany Regencr, and their coadjutora in fraud and oomiption, the pipe- 
layers of Wall street, cannot much longer be concealed from the pnblio eye. Let one tithe of their rascality be 
exposed, and not one man among them can withstand the indignation of an outraged commuaity. The old At 
bany Regency waa justly censured for its want of integrity and disregard of the interests of the State ; hot thert 
was talent and manliness, ]X7 and good faith towards their associatea, J~^ in that famoua body, while the pree* 
eat cabal is utterly worthless and contemptible io every reapeot. They are destitute of every quality that oom- 
naanda consideration— mercenary, perfidious, and heartless, they have obeated their enemiea and betrayed tbsii 
filends. The slight hold which they now have upon their followers in the interior of the State will aooa hs 
destroyed, and they will then go into obscurity with the scorn and detestation of all partiea.** 

Mr. Bennett, like Mr. Noah, is Mr. Van Buren's own witness. For ten yean 
they were together, constantly corresponding, acting, writing, planning, and schem- 
ing. At length there was a quarrel about dollars — Mr. Bennett felt affronted be- 
cause Mr. Mumford had had $40,000, while he himself was refused $2500. 
How much, beside the $200 had been p«t into his << big gun/' the public haye not 
ret been told. His " experience," published in 1837 and '41, when raid along with 
liis begginff letters, is really a curiosity. Hcyt kept Ms (B's) secrets, because he 
(BO could have told kts. 

I remember that it was asserted, that Mr. Bennett, in Oct., 1840, put a heaTj 
charge of Hoyt's dollars into his *< big gun," before he could be prevailed on to 
come out strong for Mr. Morris and the Hunkers, against the whigs. The Argus 
copied approYingly his violent, pithy articles, accusing Oovemor Seward and oUiei 
leading Whigs of highly criminal conduct as politicians. Perhaps Mr. B. will him* 
self explain how he stood with District Attomey Butler, Collector Hoyt, and Pre»' 
ident Van Buren, at that important period ot their liTes. How far the preceding 
letters warrant the inference that he must have been hired, as he was to puff the 
foreign dancing-woman Ellsler, I say not. Those who can will, of eourie, belierei 
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that OB the ewe of the great ejection of 1840, James Qordoa Bennett took aklet with 
the " superlatively heartless*' *< archetype" of Satan, who had driven him in 183S 
to *'a shear eful surrender of honor ana purpose and principle and all" — out of pure 
sympathy, and without first securing an order from Hoyt or Beers for at least m 
double charge of his powder to '< the biff gun." 

I have heard Mr, Bennett described by those who had excellent opportunities to 
judge of his character, as a mean, mercenary being, without one spara of kindly or 
generous feeling. I doubted. But what shall we say of the pliancy with which, 
^in July, 1829, he was ready to adopt any course that Hoyt, Coddin^ton & Co. 
might dictate ? Are there those who hesitate in believing that Bennett, m 1845, is 
the instrument of southern-slaveholders, foreigners, natives. Butlers, Van Burene^ 
Wall Street operators, or of whoever else can furnish ammunition for the big gun 1 
He abuses the Wall Street brokers and bankers, 'tis true — and so did Butler firolb. 
Sandy Hill, and Van Buren from the chair of the great Washington. 

Liae many other evils which afflict society, a press such as Bennett's is the effect 
of the unstable character of our imported laws, currency, and business system. 
We must seek a remedy, not in abusing this wretched instrument of all that is bad 
in our institutions, but m a return to the truly Christian principles of the 4th of 
July, 1776^for if the check of the democratic millions is found to be imperfect, aH 
experience proves that it would be madness to look to a havea of safety m a return 
to the rule of the one or the few.* * 


CHAPTER XXUI. 


Banking in the IJ* S. founded upon the English eystem. Mr, Dantel 8, 'Dtckeneon. 
The let and 2nd National Banks. Messrs* Butler , Van Buren^ and Mar eyre's 
course. They petition for a branch bank at Albany. Their request refused. Op- 
position organized. The Safety Fund bubble. Prospects of the opposition leaders — 
Their success^ and the result. Letters — Butler* s secret sentiments^-Lorenao Hoyt^s 
— Cambreleng^s — Memorial for the Bank-^Democrats like to be U. S. B, direO' 
tors. Tibbets*s **very good plan of a Bank*' — Root and Pitcher^ A Veto* 
Cornelius W. Lawrence, a national bemk man. Oovemor Wright instructs the 
N. Y. Legislature through Mr. Jesse Hoyt, A U. 8, Judge urge^ Mr, Hoyt tfo 
influence a New York Senator through Judge Riker ! 

The course proposed by Messrs. Butler, Hoyt, Van Buren and their old assooip 
^ ates, in 1833, relative to the United States Bank, involved but one principle — had 
* hut one object — ' the spoils.' — The Globe and the Argus called their opponents 
* the bank party' and * the federal party ;' but the leaders of the pet bank move- 
ment had been almost to a man opponents of Jacksot and for the bank. Like the 
Saxons at Leipsic, Van Buren and his band had deserted their cdors as the fortune 
of the day turned rapidly against them — and as for federalism, far more of its 
ancient champions are to be found in the camp of Wright, Van Buren and Polk, 
than among their opponents. I am for the principles of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and consequently not an implicit believer in the dogmas of whig federal^ 
ist, or ' regular democrat,' except in so far as, in soul and spirit, they go for that 
glorious landmark of human rights, duties and responsibiliaes. 

-* That the President, in appointing Commissioners to enquire into and lay before Congress and tha peo- 
ple, an account of the enormous frauds and unmatched knavery of the N. Y. Custom House^nderea so- 
ciety a real service, few candid men will hesitate to admit. They troubled Bennett's friend noyt, greatly. 
On the 37th Dec. 1841, Hoyt wrote Secretary Forward a long letter, traducing the Commissioners, and it 
appeared in the N, Y. Herald a few days after, Bennett declarmg that it had been procured " at great cost 
and with much trouble," and adding as follows : 

" On Monday, Mr. Jesse Hoyt, late CoUector of Customs in this city, wrote a very carious and original 
letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, commenting on the recent Investigation, oikI shcwuig m * QU 
Poin^ and his special counsellor, in a manner ' not so slow.' A$ great cosU and mth niMch tromUt ws 
hava procured a copy of the first letter to the Secretarvt through an exercise of the same wonderful fsco^ 
ties by which we pumped out the famoiu secrets of the Hard-cider and Coon-skin cabinet. The letter of 
Jesse Ho)rt may be considered the first gun in the tbjrd custom house campaign. Be direets hie shoi 
against * Old Pouuf and hie neekd comueZZor, Ihrighty with eome eotuideroMe effect— hVit * whether Rodeilftf 
kills Cassio, or Cassiokills Roderigo/ we hardly care a button. We trust both parties wfil get well lidce4 
jackets. Mr. Dwight, we believe, and the * Daily Express* cHque, a^Q the author^ </ the nhoh hfMm^ abon^ 
the frauds in the Custom House, which led to the receat mvds«gstioii» Ai pit w» hdieved in the etoicexi^ 
and iKonesty of the investigation," dke. 

13 


98 VAN BUREK PETITIONS FOR A BRANCH OF THE V. 8. BANK AT ALBANY. 

England had made a bank somewhat similarly constituted with that last chartered 
by Congress, her national treasury or exchequer. The Congress of the Union fol- 
lowed her example, receiving, 1 helieve, a million or a million and a half of dollars 
in advance, as a premium for the use of the public revenue, {[iven to the Bank, 
with power to force U. S. Bank notes into general circulation m all payments on 
■behalt oif the government. In 1819 the Bank lost millions through mismanagement, 
but did not stop. It demanded the specie from other Banks for their notes paid in 
for lands or customs' duties, and il' they failed to redeem, refused their notes as 
money. In this way it operated in some degree as a check on the multiplication of ^ 
what are called state banks. Its stock chiefly paid in U, S. securities, rose to $150, 
or more, for the $100 share ; and that was not far from its value when Andrew 
Jackson and M. Van Buren reached Washington, in March, 1829. 

In 1826, while Messrs. Adams and Clay were in power, and Messrs. Butler, 
Van Buren, and Marcy in opposition, these three gentlemen, being then resident 
at Albany, were warm friends of the national bank, and on the 10th of July, '< on 
behalf of themselves and their fellow citizens of Albany," memorialized " the direc- 
tors of the United States Bank" at Philadelphia, in these words : — ** The limited 
capital of our banks forbids the extension ot our trade. Merchants of moderate 
fortune are discouraged from taking up their abode among us, from a knowledge 

that the banking capital of the place is inadequate the nature of 

the trade which would* be prosecuted here, would in a great measure render the 
bills of a branch established at this place the circulating medium of the extensive 
regions whose produce would be brought to market. Insomuch, therefore, as the 
establishment of a branch here would not only be highly advantageous to this city, 
but a source of profit to the parent institution, we hope that the directors of the 
United States Bank will establish an office of discount and deposit at this place.*' 
The memorial was signed, in their own hand writing, by <* Benjamin F. Butler," 
** W. L. Marcy," and ** M. Van Buren," who considered a branch at Albany quite 
constitutional, and were anxious that the bills of *' the monster," " the Biddle Bank," 
should become '* the circulating medium of extensive regions." 

Their .request was refused. Then, but not till then, they wheeled round in sup- 
port of Jackson — ^planned the deception known as the '* safety fund," as a trap to 
catch ignorance, and the moment Mr. Van Buren found, himself in Clinton's saddle, 
as Governor of New Vork, he told the legislature, Jan. 7, 1829, that « to dispense 
with Banks altogether is an idea which seems to have no advocate ; and to make 
ourselves whully dependent on those established by federal authority deserves 
none. If these are correct views, the only alternative would seem to be, between 
a renewal of the charters of the sound part of the existing Banks, or to anticipate 
the winding up of these concerns BY THE INCORPORATION OF NEW IN 
STITUTIONS." 

. A few weeks afterward he left for Washington ; and, knowing Jackson's opinion 
of the unconstitutional charader of the great bank which had declined an alliance 
with him in 1826, he began to undermine it — holding out to Lawrence, Cambreleng, 
Vanderpoel, and his other associates in New York state and through the Union, 
the spoils as their reward for assisting in its overthrow. The national treasure 
would be divided amon^ the confederate banks — their shares would rise as those of 
the U. S. sank — the politicians of his school could borrow the public funds through 
the Manhattan and other pets — ^Lawrence and others would get new charters at 
Albany, and their share of the plunder — the whole scheme might, and no doubt 
would break down — all experience in the Union had shown that such schemes 
must break down from sheer lack of honesty in those concerned, but even in failure, 
which must not take place till he was President — even in failure the party leaders 
might acquire vast profits. He was an old banker, thoroughly versed in chartered 
mysteries, had been bank director of the Hudson Bank, that paid 6 cents to the 
dollar, afterwards bank-attorney, attorney-general, a senator, voting for banks, a 
governor to recommend more of them, the agent of Jacob Barker, and the partner 
of the President of the Bank of Washington and Warren. 

Mr. Van Buren succeeded. The U. S. Bank was crushed. The revenue was 
bestowed on favorite state institutions where it would serve the purposes of per- 
sonal gain and political ambition — ^the administration bade the pet bankers sriye oat 
the national revenue for purposes of speculation. Then came the distribuuon bill, 
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Mr. Van Buren sat at the helm of State — ^saw 10,000 merchants and trading per- 
sons fail in business, and 900 banks shut their doors on those creditors who pre- 
sented their obligations. The Safety Fund followed. - Mr. Jesse Hoyt deposited 
the public money in Beers the broker's Trust Co. Bank, when nobody else would 
trust it. Specie was held to mean bank checks. Ruin stared many an honest man^ 
in the face. Mr. Van Buren descended from** the chair of state — ^the pet banks* 
were set agoing again — the sub-treasury was rescinded — credit and conndence re- 
turned, to 7anish as before — and the authors of all this mischief, Messrs. Van Buren 
and his friends, are again at the helm of affairs — Marcy in the cabinet, Polk in 
the seat of Jefferson, Butler district attorney, Wright ffovemor of N. Y., Law- 
rence and Horn in the custom houses, Ritchie in place of Blair, Bancroft over the 
Kavy, Wetmore navy agent ! ! !, Edmonds on the bench, Morris, postmaster, and 
Van Buren at Einderhook pulling the wires, ** all things to all men" that he may 
gain some. Jm 

We wifl now lift up the curtain, and exhibit to the reader a few choice sam- 
ples of the secret opinions and proceedings, not of the enemies of chartered paper- 
money banking, but of the Hoyt, Butler, Lawrence, Polk and Van Buren army, 
struggling for the spoils, for the use of which their antagonists had already paid a 
milhon of dollars to the nation. 


[Franked by Mr. Butler, p'm'k Wash'n, Feb. 25.] — ^Addrea(.s— Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New 
York. [Private.] FebV 24th, [1834.] 

My Dear Sir — I thank you for all the news (bad enough most of it) in your seve- 
ral letters — ^and most heartily concur with you in all the censures and three-fourths 
of the abstract notions you utter in them. As for supposing that Newbold, George 
Griswold, Stephen Whitney, or any of the old federal commercial men, were with 
us on this occasion, for any other reason than because they found it for their inter' 
est to go with us, I never for one single instant had such an unwarrantable idea. 

As for myself, / have NEVER doubted that THE PRESENT Bank* ought 
(CT'BY ALL MEANS,^ to he put down — ^but, on the other hand, / have never 
been perfectly satisfied that we could get on with the business of the country without 

* In Banking, as in many other things, the custom of Britain has been followed by us. There, the few 
rich have many votes in the legislature, and are a separate House. In some places 900 voters return two 
representatives to the Commons — several large and populous cities, with vast wealth, do no more. The 
Parliament, thus composed, regulates all matters of life and property. So in banking, the large stockhold- 
ers have many votes and mucli influence— the owners of a few shares have none — ^the nch unite their 
votes, and manage for the whole. 

Here, where, in matters of life and property, in legislation and government, the poor man has one vote 
and the rich man no more, and where equal nghts and laws to all and over all was the banner unfolded in 
1776, with the declaration of independence as its motto, there have been national and state banks chartered on 
the English plan— he who could command many shares had many votes— he who had but one share only 
one vote. Banks, like that of Niagara at Buffalo, were chartered by the votes of Mr. M. Van Buren and 
others, on this principle, and empowered to issue their notes as the currency of the Union when thev had 
paid in 12| cents on the dollar of their capital. Mr. Van Buren even went so far as to vote that they should 
not be obilged^ to redeem their notes in specie ! The Washington and Warren belonged to Jacob Barker, 
Mr. Van Buren's intimate friend. He had a charter— he was the bank— and this, too, in a republic like ours. 
In a letter written in Nov. 1888, Mr. Van Buren calls Broome a " crazy countv.'' Mr. Daniel S. Dickenson 
a representative of the two-and-a>haIf millions of citizens of New York, in the U. S. Senate, got hold of 
594 shares of the Broome County Bank— Mr. Cyrus Strong got other 1423. All the shares were but 4000— 
these two men had S0I7— more than half— Cyrus took the office of bank president— Daniel that of bank 
attorney. A county regency wM formed, to act in concert with the central junto at Albany— a press, to 

J>lay Argus tunes— offices were given only to the disciplined regulars—*' Crazy** Boone was anchored fast at 
ast— bank influence and '< the party usages,*' with such conventions as the N. Y. Evening Post has descri- 
bed, made Daniel a lieut. governor, and the Bank Attorney's next step was into the Senate of the Union ! 
In 1836, in the Syracuse Convention, to nominate Marcy and Van Buren, Dickenson and Flagg Introduced a 
set of very sycophantic and undeserved resolutions in praise of the letter. Their object was to deceive, 
and thev were successful. 

A natumal bank, with ten millions capital, on the principle I have stated, was chartered at Washington 
nearly 50 years since, with power to create separate banks under the name of branches. In 1611 the Senate 
refused to renew its powers, by the casting voice of Vice President Clinton. The war followed— the other 
60 to 100 banks stopt payment— confusion prevailed in the public finances— the republic borrowed depre- 
ciated, worthless notes of broken banks, and bound itself to pay the interest and redeem the loans in gold 
and silver. At the peace of 1815, another ttational bank was chartered by Congress, and Mr. Van Buren 
neas one of its steadiest advocates. Mr. Clay voted for it in 1816, and Colonel Young voted for him in 
i824. Mr. W. H. Crawford was the warmest advocate of the old bank in the Senate m 1811, and to the 
hour of his death the steadiest supporter of the new bank, and Martin Van Buren was the chief supporter of 
this Mr. Crawford for the office of President of the United States, in the caucus at Washington, in 1884~ 
and with Mr. Butler, the Argus, and all his adherents, in resolute opposition to Andrew Jackson, the consis- 
tent opponent of the )st and Sa U. S. Banks, in which he agreed with Jefferson, while Van Buren differed 
from him. Mr. Thomas Ritchie, now of the Washington Union, took sides with Van Buren— for the Bank 
and Crawford, and against Jackson. 
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SOME SUCH AGENT. Bat Mr. Taney thinkai we can, and (D* he IfffUfjudge 
Mr. Grallatin also once told me toe could — and I am desirous TO TRY IT ; becaass 
if we can get on without any of this machinery, I think it best to dispense with it, 
for it always has been, and always wiU.b^ (loased, no matter who controls it, we 
or our enemies. 

Come what will, we must adhere U^ the PresH policy FOR THE PRESENT, 
eren if it sends us ail into the minprity. It would be better to go ten years into 
the minority than to recharter THE wik, or make a new one NOW. 

Ti:uly yours. B. F. BUTLER. 

Extract of a letter, B. F. Butler to jiess^ Hoyt—dated Albany, Dec. 14, 1832.— 
*< The President's Proclamation haa electrified our whole community. Next to the 
Declaration of Independence, i;t i» thje.most p state paper our country's 

> have produced." [The words left out are torn off in the original.] 

• • • • 

Extract of a letter, Mr. Butlc^r to Mr. Hoyt, dated Washington, June 29, 1834.— 
** Mr. Taney and myself were nominated this morning ; Mr. Stevenson is also yet 
under consideration. They are very furious in their attacks on Stevenson, and it is 
by no means certain they may not call for information about MY SUPPORT OF 
THE PRESIDENT IN HIS PROTEST, &c., in which event Mr. Wright is au- 
thorized by me to speak strongly .^^^ 

Extract of a letter, Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse— dated Albany, Dec. 19, 
1832. — ** I think the [U. S.] Bank question will enter, more or less, into every other 
political one that is agitated here this winter — and I think^and hope that our 
friends will feel no disposition, to retrace, in any degree, their steps last winter. 
As a party in this Slate, I think we are fully committed to a course of uncompro" 
mising hostility to THE PRESENT Ban*— and if Old Hickory has suffered himself 
to be duped — which I think not unlikely—by Livingston and McLane, he must take 
the consequences." 

Eight letters — Hon.'C. C. Cambteleng to Jesse Hoytf Esq.f at New York, 
[No. 1.] Private. Washington, 5 Feb., 1832. 

Dear H. — I received to-day the memorial in favor of the Bank of the United 
States — it is signed by a host — said to be principally the friends of the Adminis- 
tration, but / have looked over the list. Our friends should be up and doing. 
This is forwarded to our delegation in a letter signed bv Gideon Lee, Meigs D. 
Beniamin, Dudley Selden and William Neilson. It says the memorial originated 
with the supporters of the present administration. 

Sincerely ydurs, C. C. OAMBRELENG. 

P. S. I presume it is signed by every merchant who keeps an account at the 
Bank. 


[No. 2.1 Private. Washington, Feb. 6, 1832 ^Dear H.— Get the Workiesto 

be up ana doing on the U. S. B. question. They are democrats in principle. 

Very truly yours, C. C. OAMBRELENG. 

[No. 3.] Washington, Jan. 10, 1833.— Dear Sir— You are surprised at the ap> 
pomtment of Mr. Alley as Bank Director instead of Mr. Jackson. I was negligent 
m not writing to Mr. Jackson a second time. The day Mr. White left here he 
stated that Mr. McLane desired us to say who should be appointed, that he, Mr. 
White, had named Mr. Alley. I told him that I was committed to Mr. Jackson 
and should recommend him — Mr. While then said that be would concur with 
me in supporting Mr. Jackson, and he wished me to write to Mr. McLane that he 
did so concur. I wrote him in behalf of Mr. White and myself, and also wrote 
him that I understood Mr. Verplanck to be also iayorable to Mr. Jackson. After 
this I presumed the matter settled, and so wrote to Mr. Jackson. Some days 
after I learned to mv surprise, from Mr. McLane, that in consequence of Mc. 
White's having natned Mr. Alley^ whom he presumed would be satis&cto^ to the 
Bciegation, he had gone too far to r^ede. b^ore he xeceiyed my letter. I ca^t 
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to liaye written this to Mr. Jaeksoii, bat omitted to do so. Ton will oblige me bf 
explaining it to him. Very traly jonrsy 

C. C. OAMBRELENa. 

[No. 4.] Wasrihoton, 12th Feb., 1832. 

Dear H.— Mr. Hill's speech will go all over the TJmoa—that notices Clay's 
attack npon Mr. Gallatin m the best possible manner — ^it drives it home upon him. 
His quarrel, too, with General Smith you will have seen — that ought to be noticed 
conspicuously. He is one of our revolutionary Heroes, upwards of 80— one who 
gallantly defended what was then called Mud Fort on the Delaware, when attack- 
ed by a British squadron. 

With regard to the Bank it is not worth while to have any public meeting about — 
a remonstrance against it is enough — I don't think the debate will come up for a 
month— Mr. Tibbets sent me A VERY GOOD PLAN OF A BANK— which I have 
returned. Ask him to send me a copy of it. 

Very sincerely yours, 

C. C. CAMBRELING. 

[No. 5.] Wasbinotok, 16th Feb., 1832. 

Deab H.— I return you the letter— Judge Clayton of Georgia has a resolution 
prepared and will offer it as soon as he can — ^it will cover the object in view — ^I 
shall see the President to-nieht — who has a confidential director on the spot. You 
need not fear but what we shall take care of the Mammoth in some way or other — 
I think ON REFLECTION that it would be well enough to let the plan Mr. Tibbets 
had in view alone for the present. Let them follow the Bostonians and Portland 
people in asking; for a new bank from the federal government — but on the plan they 
propose — this is on the whole better than to set up for ourselves, which might be 
made use of by the Pennisylvanians a^inst us, here and elsewhere — We can bring 
forward a State bank next year — mention this to Mr. Tibbets. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

I did not know before why that paper was so bitter against Van Buren. 

[No. a] Washinoton, 14th Feb.» 1832.— Dear H.— The knowing ones at 
Albany merely wish to manoBuvre a little about the Governor to get a chanfle. 
That IS as I suspect. I have written Wneht, Edwards, and Flagff — Croswell, I 
wrote him also. We shall not get at THE Bank for 4 weeks— at least I should 
thing not. The more we discuss it the stron^r we shall become. MoDuffie's^ 
alias Calhoun's Tariff is on one extreme — Clav% on t' other. The Gentleman who 
wrote Mr. Mumford is not our friend — He is or the Sutherland school. 

Sincerely yours, 0. a CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 7.] Washinoton, 14th Msereh, 1832. 

Dear H.— Yon ought not to appomt any representative in Congress. We shall 
be in the midst of Tariff, Bank, Ik., and can't go— take good, honest, and staunch 
men — send such men as Mr. Fish. 

Oar friend S , whose letter you read when heroes in a great fidget because 

he did not see his memorial in favor of the Bank of the 17. S. announced in the paper. 
I had that important event regularly announced ! 

Root will not trouble us much longer. Angel [or Anzel] hammered him without 
gloves— he had nobody to defend him but an anti-niason. 

Sincerely yours, *C. C. CAMBRELtlNG. 

[No. 8.] Private. "Washinoton, I5th Slarch, 183S. 

Pear H. — ^I never doubted the sincere attachment ojf the Editors of the -Courier 
suid Enquirer to the course of Mr. Van Buren, the President, and our party gep^ra^ 
ly — ^but the course they pursue in relation to General Root, is calculated to injure 
tne cause of the administration. I care not for the quarrel with (he Argus^-^^er 
-who may be our next Governor — that matter will be no doubt amicably adjusted-^ 
but I do care about putting forward a candidate who is as much opposed, to >this 
administration as Joel B. SnUieriand— and his votes will prove it, as they have 
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dene already. He and Pitcher vote uaiformly with the opposition— and Root 
yesterday denoun^d Tammany Hall, and went openly for thePewter Mug. Another 
course is pursued which they will find in the end. will he highly injurious to the 
President— that is, pressing the Bank WIL upon him at this session with a moral 
certainty that if it reaehes him the obligation of public duty will compel him to 
return it— as entirely premature— four years before the charter expires. The char- 
ter of the Bank of England expires next year and has not yet been renewed— 
the charter of the East India Company was not renewed till one year before it 
expired— three-fourths of the President's friends are opposed to the Bank— and he 
can never under such circumstances, do otherwise than to send the bill back — if 
he had no other motive the adjustment of the tariff and the extinguishment of the 
public debt— both occurring before the charter expires— are alone sufficient. It is 
Sie enemies of the President, such as Branch, Wickliffe, Daniel, &c. &c., umted 
with the friends of the Bank, who are determined to send this bill to him, expect- 
ing to do him an injury, and kill the bank too— which its friends are certainly doing 
Ir, jessing it nou,. Sincerely jrours. c. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Hon. C. W. Lawrence, M. C, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 
Franked, per mail. Washitoton, 26th Jan'y, 1834. 

Mt Dear Sir— I am much obliged to you for your letter of the 21st, and I 
AM APPREHENSIVE OUR POLrTICAL FRIENDS MAKE A MISTAKE IN 
GOING TOO FAR AGAINST A NATIONAL BANK, but I will have the pleas- 
ure of writing a few days hence. ^^«^,^ «^ , . ^^^-^^^r^^ 
Respectfully, your assured friend, CORN'S W. LAWRENCE. 

The same to the same. 

Washington, 31st Jan'y, 1834. 

My Dear Sib — ^I can scarcely suppose it possible that I could have writtoi 
any letter to authorize the paper you have enclosed to me, and I feel deeply morti- 
fied that any one should have authorized a publication in a newspaper. May I beg 
the favor of you to request the person to whom it was directed to return it to me, 
or at least not to circulate it, and if any one should speak of the contents of my let- 
ters, please mention that I had repeated to you, that my letters were only intended 
for those to whom they were directed. 

I can not imagine who could have received the letter alluded to. I have no idea 
any compromise is thought of by either political party. 

It is mv individual opinion that A NATIONAL BANK with proper restrictions 
and subject to State Taxes, ^-c, WOULD BE USEFUL TO THE GOVERNMENT 
AND COUNTRY, and I know there are other individuals in Congress of that opin- 
ion, and that is almost as much as I do know. 

Respectlully, your friend, CORN'S W. LAWRENCE. 

Senator Wright to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. 

Washington, 3d Jan'y, 1834. 

Mt Dear Sm — ^Your letter and the enclosure came to me this day, and I have 
this evening sent both to Mr. Flagg, with such suggestions as occurred to me. 
Nothing can be clearer, in my mind, Uian that the friends of the Administraticm in 

J 'our City should not attempt to get up a popular meeting upon this subject. Thi 
egislature is the proper organ to speak for the people upon this important subject, 
and there is not a doubt that thev should act without one moment's delay. It is too 
late to fear any effect from the allegation that our State leads. The subject is now 
before the Virginia legislature, and I think it quite likely they will recommend a 
restoration of the deposits. The legislature of Ohio have acted, and go«£troQ£ 
against the Bank — in favor of the removal of the deposits — and against the land bill 
I say they have acted. The mail to-day has brought a copy of their resolutions, 
which had passed the Senate^ and which Mr. Morris, the Jackson Senator from that 
State, says will pass the House 3 to 1. Every legislature in the Union will act upon 
thia subject, and oan will not be behind.- 
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\f the friends of the Bank in your city attempt to get up a popular meeting, the 
subject will be one which the friends of the Administration on the ground wiu best 
jmow how to dispose of— but in any other way I do not think the mass of your 
somewhat excited population should be called to act. 

The state of feeling here is very violent, and popular meetings either way can 
have little effect. Still I should dislike to see a meeting in New York seeming to 
embody an undivided expression, given to our opponents— /or the political effect in 
the country would be bad. 

I have no time to write farther-^but shall be happy to hear from you often and 
freely. 

I think the legislature should — in the shortest possible language-^ 

1st. Express an opinion against the re-charter of the Bank in any form. 

2nd. Approve of the communication read to the Cabinet on the 18th Sept. last. 

3rd. Approve of the change of the deposits. 

4th. Approve of the reasons ffiven by the Secretary for that change, both on the 
ground of the near expiration of the Charter, and on the ground that the Bank has 
abused its chartered powers and privileges, and has become a political institution* 

These points will cover the whole case in a form and manner most applicable to 
the state of things here. Most truly yours, 

SILAS WRIGHT, JR. 

I 

This is the way tbmgs are done. Is it the right way ? 

Mr. Van Buren, U. S. Senator, Washington, wishes his friends in Albany to 
enable him tqvote for the tariff of 1828, and yet retain the good will of his south- 
ern anti-tariff brethren in the Senate, who have a great reverence for " instructions." 

He is instructed. 

Mr. Silas Wright, holding the same office in 1834, preferring pet banks to a 
national tiyasury, instructs tlie State legislature what to ask for, how to as^ it, and 
when to grind anti-bank music out of ** the proper organ" — and 

In 1 824, Judge Skinner of the Albany Regency, a name given to the leaders 
who acted with Van Buren, thought it quite consistent with the duties of his 
station, as Judge of the United States District Court, to write Mr. Jesse Hoyt at 
New York, directing him to call upon Recorder Riker, a Judge under the State 
authorities, and get him to aid Van Buren and the party by using his influence 
with Senator Burrows, to induce Burrdws to turn the scale in the Senate Chamber 
at Albany, so as to prevent the passage of a law giving the choice of electors of 
president and vice-president to the people. The legislature in those days chose 
the electors, and Mr. Van Buren feared that the people might choose Jackson 
electors, and thus defeat Crawford. He managed the Senate so as to defeat Gov- 
ernor and Assembly, who were for the bill. 

[post mark, Albany.] Jesse Hoyt, £sq., Counsellor at Law, New York. 

Albany, 11 January, 18<^.^ 
Dear Sir — Mr. Latham A. Burrows of the Senate, I understand, read law with 
Mr. Riker, the Recorder, (at any rate he is attached to Mr. Riker), Burrows is 
considered doubtful on the question of changing the law for the appointment of 
electors. Now Sir, if Mr. Riker is in sentiment with us, his letter to Mr. Burrows 
an that subject will have great influence^ and you may be assured that every vote is 
important to prevent the change contemplated. Cordially, R. SKINNER. 

Mr. Roger Skinner opened his law-store at Sandy Hill, and when Mr. Butler 
broke down in credit and character, as Jacob Barker's man of all work there. Skin- 
ner removed to Albany to be a judge, and turned over his papers and office to his 
friend Butler. In 1821, this grasping partisan was at the same time U. S. District 
Jvidsey a Senator of N. Y. state, a Member of the Council of Appointment, and also 
of the Court of Errors. Mr. Van Buren took pay at the same time, and acted as 
State Senator, a iudge in the Court of Errors, a Lawyer pleading before that court, 
A-ttorney General of N. Y., and a practising attorney, ready, as his son politely puts 
it, lo do, ** any body's dirty work." Did I not keep before me the choice of Judas 
[scariot as one of the twelve apostlei^ I should scarcely forgive the freemen of 
America for placing Martin Van Boiren amoi]^ our eleven presidents. 
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CTAPTER XXIV. 

•* Get up the Workies.^^ " A very good plan of a Bank," C. C. Cambreleng un- 
cloaked. His course last war. He sets up for Congress, and wears two faces at 
Washington. The Veto and Deposits System. Mr. Duane, The Specie Clause* 
A National Bank. George M. Dallas. Silas Wright. 

The Presbyterian Church, of which Mr. Butler is such a prominent member, 
holds to the doctrine, that at the day of judgment, [which Mr. Miller, whom Col. 
Young speaks highly of, belieyes to be near at hand,] thie sins of the righteous will 
be all proclaimed to the assembled world, and that tne saints will vie with each 
other in anxiety to confess their most secret and shameful vices and crimes, in order 
that Christ may obtain the greater glory through their pardon for his sake. Though 
less disposed than Mr. B. to mix up politics and religion, I would mention that I 
but anticipate a little his own wishes, according to his own creed, by stating with 
great candor here what he has^ said and done elsewhere. Many biographies are 
mere puffs and panegyrics, like that which he urged Mr. Hoyt to coax '' the Young 
Patroon" out of, in order to gull the Albany Dutch, and mase more plunder to his 
relative, Barker, out of the Washington and Warren. I am ambitious to be im- 
partial. 

.Mr. Butler is known as the reputed author of some of the most violent of Jackson's 
State papers against the^ bank — as bis most steadfast counsellor, (except Kendall), 
in its destruction. Compare this with his conduct in 1824 — his petition of '26— and 
his letter of '34, in my last chapter. How the Ex-Cashier of Jacob Barker sneers 
at the experience of Taney and Gallatin ! *' Uncompromising hostility to the present 
bank,'* exclaims Lorenzo Hoyt. *' Get the Workies to be up ana doing, '^^ says 
Cambreleng to Jesse. What are they to do when they are up ? Put dolhi one anti- 
republican bank, and branches — get plunder for our party — and raise other banks 
ofa still more dangei'bus character, on its ruins ! 

« Mr. Tibbets,*' says Cambreleng to Hoyt, Feb. 1882, ** sent me a very good plan 
of a bank." What was it ? Look in the New York papers of that date — ^they record 
Mr. Tibbets's " very good plan," that pleased Mr. Cambreleng, the pretender to the 
principles of Jackson. 

Mr. Tibbets's plan, which suited Cambreleng, was for a bank to be located in 
New York, as *' The National Union Bank," with a capital of 35 millions, which 
would begin business the moment the charter of the Philadelphia bank over which 
Mr. Biddle presided, had expired. It was to have branches in each state of the 
Union, with the consent of its legislature, was not to circulate more thanZd millions 
of its paper at once, and to have the deposites, be the pet, keep the public treasure, 
allow three per cent on government deposits, (charging, of course, 6 or 7 for loans,) 
and its not^s were to be used in payments to the U. §., the army, navy, &c. '* A 
▼ery good plan ofa bank" this, quoth the commercial representative of New York, 
in nis secret missive to his brother speculator. Yet he publicly denounced what he 
secretly desired — and wrote Hoyt soon after *' that it would be well enough to lei 

* " Get the Workies to be up and doing." * What were they to do, Mr. Cambreleng— what waa jrour object ': 
To place one million of the public treasure in the Commonwealth Bank, Boston— twelve millions n<we in 
the Manhattan. Mechanics, and Bank of America, N. Y.— two and a half millions in the Giraid Bank, 
Philadelphia, (little good it did it)— $9,049,590 in the Planter's Bank, Natchez— $1,003,744 Ia a couple of 

Kts at Detroit— ana raise Coming's, Olcott's, Bronson's, Croswell's, VanderpooPs, Dudley's, Maicy's, But- 
t's, Diz's, and Porter's stocks in the Safety Fund Banks created in 1831 and 112. The new stock awarded 
to these ten men in these years was, at par, worth over $200,000, and at 15 per cent, (the average gun as 

Kr Maicy), they gained $30,000 from this speculation alone ! The way they got the stock is shewn by a 
«er, Dr. Maxwell to Zeno Allen, the P. M. at Sackett's Harbour, N. Y., dated, 

Albany, January 7, 1831. 
Dear Judge— Tours just received. There are more applications for Banks this year than ever before. Tea 
must make out a complete list of directors, officers, Ac. and if obtained you must know now. It mustt be a 
Jackson Bank ; and the Bank junto in this place, must be allowed a finger in the pie. Yours tru^ 

In 1633 and 1834, a part of the same men got other $800,000 worth, and cleared tiie same profits. It is a 
ftict that the deposits in Olcott's Bank, Albany, raised its stock 50 per cent, above par. The Workies, thee, 
were wanted by C. C. C. to play second fiddle to a baad of crafty speculators— and when many of the 
new made banks were " sucked" by the few, they would be shut up till they had " sucked in*' the nasv. 
Let D. D. D. be a Bank director, with $5000 stock in such a Bank as '* the City" in BufiUo. He borrvWs 
$50,000 for four months— his colleagues borrow in sama way— the bank breaks as they meant it siior- jd- 
'Mdi loses hie stock, tis true. $5000, but he'buys the not^ of the bank at 15 to 50 cents per dolter, p«vs hit I 
•50,000 debt with $1$^ to $S5»000, and makes>$30,D0O to $30,000 by the openitlon'! 
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the plan Mr. Tibbets had in view dlone for the present " — let Boston and Portland ask 
Ck>ngre8s for a bank, said h&— iVino York can appear tofoflow, '* but on the plan they 
(Tibbets & Co.t) propose." If the citizens of this state do not arise in manly indig- 
nation and pBt down the faction I now describe in their own language, their criminal 
apathy will sureiy prove fatal to their children's happiness. 

One great object with me, in this publioation, is to prevent some of the artful, heart- 
less and intriguing speculators who usually find their way into our great conventionB 
for improving the constitutions of states, from being chosen to sit in that which may 
assemble next bummer in Albany. 1 therefore mention certain facts many montlia 
ahead, not to entrap but to leave room for the fullest inquiry.* If I fail in preventing 
anch men as the Van Burens, Cambreleng^ Butler, &c., from being chosen by some 
constituency, I wish in some degree to weaken their evil influence by a reference to the 
deceptions they have practiced. Mr. Butler's statements as to the ability of the Wash- 
ington and Warren Bank to rede6(p its not^s were clearly a fraud. It was obtaining 
from the honest farmers and mechapica th^. fruits of their lawful industry for dishonest 
bank paper, under fisdse pretences. Success in such schen\es has induced him to peis&- 
vere as a politidaa. My wish is to change the system that impels forward such men 
aa him into a dangerous path^ and to turn their industry, energies and abilities into a 
nobler channel. 1 regret that I .must speak plainly some very disagreeable truths—but 
it is my duty. • 

Churchill C. Camlweleng is a native of the Carolinas, has a brother a lawyer in N. 
Y., and had another who was a lieutenant in the navy. ^I am told that, in ISI"?. 
when warned to do militia duties, he raised a plea oT bodily infirmities, llbat he cared 
nothing for the country, its honor or rights, is ehowi^ by his course. 

In 1813, Mr. G. was not fojind in the ranks of hk& gaUalit, countrymen, but abroad 
seeking gain.' NThat year he sailed for. Europe as supercargo of the ship Hannibal, 
which was owned by his friend John Jacob Astor, and obtained a special English pasa- 
port, to take oat General Moreau tp fight for '* the holy allies " against freedom every- 

* Are credit, aad paixJ money oseAil i Itit righi to UAe aioaf the faper monSif witJbml taking awag ike debtg 
amd oblig'tUione contracted in it 7 If a specie currenev i» ettenttal to tke puUie toe(/!ire, how thai dAto and 9^ 
UgaHono contracted in the paper of a thonoa^ifii hank* b& eqttitabljf ndjnsted to a opeeie etmndard f ■ Is tiie unre- 
•trained use of pi^ier «• monex & |ri'<^**ource of existing evils— and if so^ whst i^ the remedy 7 If a paper -cur- 
jrency is necessary, ought not the national promises to pay have a preference over those of 1000 privileged com- 
panies % If interest is to be paid on promises, why not pay it to the haflon ? if banks are necessary to issue pA- 
per, and as a special fiscal aaxiliary, (which I tlo not believe,) #ould «ot one- bank, on • democratic batiOf be in- 
finitely preferable to a multitude of institutions. Hooding the country with their unstable promissory notes, and 
then uniting in a general bankruptcy and buyuig vp by brokers, their own obliglitions-^ach dollar at 10 to 50 
cents in specie f 

The framen of the United States Constitutien, may be charged with the terrible evil of slavery, but are not 
to blame ibr the misery which an uiisettled paper currency has entailed upqn the Union. 80 far from dreaming 
that ** the general welfare" would require a baftk wheel, or that Congress would be compelled to oeU a part w 
the sovereign power over the currency to a private association of stock-jobbers, capitalists, Ac., and then give 
tfaam the public purse as a qtocb to trade upon, they absolutely forbade Conrress ever to create a monied cot- 
pQration, and prohibited tl^e S^tes from coining money or issumg bills of cr^t 

The Constitution, hdrever, has beefi set at nought— Congress has twice sold to corporations it had no power 
to create, the authority to iayue its pa^r as the teoney of the State^-and the several states, though forbidden tf> 
meddle with the currency, continue to sell to chartered associations the privilege to issue their paper as cir<ml»> 
tang money, a thing that even the States themselves cannot fawfliUy do. 

The results of this disregyd for the qupremeriaw of th^ Union are expansions, revulsions depressions, sua- 
penaion^-miaery and distress to millions, periodically^ where God, nature, and the constituti<^ havebountiliilly 
provided for peace and plenty to aU. . ' 

I am not writing an essay on currency— but ills evident that the paper of a thousand irresponsible associationa 
- -the selection by politicians in power, of some thirty or forty banks, in which to deposite, in the absence of a 
treasury, the public revehne«-to be by them lent tq partisans for land and stock operations or personal and po- 
litical gain— and tiie uonatiiral'forciifg of pommeree and inland trade, built on this frail fabric— these certainly 
are not a finality. We have not yet got to the cul de sac. 

I want to show what feeble men, like Governor Harcy, and cuiining men like Messrs. Canbreleng, Lawrencet 
Van Buren, Batter, Wright, Flagg aft&^Croswell have don^-that 

■^ Even here already patriott team to steal 

' 4. Their private perquisites ttdm public weal, 

« ^ And, guardians of the country's sacred fire. 

Like Afric's priests^ they let the flame for hire.** 

It signifies but little that we i^ve the people a larrer shar^ than France and Englandln the theory of onr i«- 
presentation, while the real power Is in the hands of an ignoble stock-jobbing oligarcl^, who, by their ability to 
make their paper shekels more or less nuriierous, or to unifes to redeem or not redeiem them— to hire editors, at- 
torneys, yea, statesmen aifd state lerislatorit, to puff their deceitful system, can, for a time, make manufactures 
and retd estate dear or cheap at will, lo^er or raise the value of labor, make speculation as extensive as life, and 
transform a Jefiersonian democracy into a'nation of gamesters, and our laind into one great gaming house, whose 
all are forced to play, while tfUtfew ea/i understand the gamct and etill fewer are in a condition to aoaU tkent' 
•elves of their knowledge. The Frenchman, in ].'794, was compelled to receive the assignat at par— the American 
has a wretched imitation of h safety talve la t1i6 Wall street broker's bank-note pm-cnrrent, variable as «e * 
wiad or woman's fhaey. y 
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uliere. Under lus manaffement, the Hannibal changed her colors^ and he oontuiiMd 
Inroad trading in her untu .about the close of the war. Qn Monday the 7th of Not. 
1814, the patriotic C. C. C, arriyed at New YoYk, in the Hannibal, nnder 
Proaaian colors, 50 days from Bremen, with a fall cargo of iron and Ger- 
man goods, consigned to hixn. Mr. Wm. B. Astor was his fellow-passenger. Mi. 
Cambreleng turneid oommerdal commission broker in New York — added polhics to his 
JBFocations, by way of yariety, in 1830— stood out for slayery in Missouri, and the 
^* peculiar institutiona "— and in 1891, being without feunily or incumbrutce, ofiered 
Ids seryices to represent New York in* Congress, declaring, through the National Ad* 
locate, April, l821— ^" I am opposed to slayery, pr an extension of slayesy/ ih what- 
ever shape it may appear." Was this true ! His yotes in the tiseth of his prmckplea 
are the surest answer. 

We haye seen that, while openly adyocating the destruction of the United States 
Bank, and denouncing all national banks as e^s, he was secretly plainning the estalK 
Jishment of one, on a gigantic scal&^-that while, with consummate hypocrisy, he was 
denouncing " exdusiye priyileges," he was openly stmgthening that system through 
the deposite or pet banka, and anticipating the yast gains on ahaiea and' managemeiit 
and jobbing to be got, out of the new '* mommoUi " whose '* exdusiye priyileges " h^ 
and his confederates would hanre for sale. The United States Bank had 35 branches, 
OK banks, assc^ated with it— it desired to establish another, and hesitated between 
Rochester, Oswego, and Bufialo. Mr. Carabreleng was« employed, to look at the loca- 
tions — and he did so, and*reported,,fer a fee of $ 1000. 

hex the honest farmers of Lon^ Island, and the liberal merchants of New Yoik, 
eonipare IdA public language with his seciret instructions lo his neqdy and corrupt instra- 
ment, Mr. Hoyt. . * ♦ , - 

On the 33d of Oct. 1833, Mr. Cambreleng thus wrote to M. M. Quadcenlioas and 
others: 

^* The veto of the President on the bill to renew the charter of the Bank of the 
U. S., will be long and gratefully remembered by all who feel the necessity of ad> 
hflrine^ to constiiutionai prijiciplei—w)io deny the wisdom and justice of exclusive privileges 
-^d who belieye it unsafe* to arm goyernment'^ith/lanfferous'and idinecessary power." 

Mr. Cambreleng's secret letters to Hoyt, in fayor of a national bank, with exclusne 
prvoilefes, are dated on the 13th and 14th of February, 1834. Just one month befoie 
that, m a reply to Mr^ MdDuffie, which fills Bit columhs of Dwight & Townsend's 
Adyertiser, he talks as follows on fothe^ stde- — * ^ 

*' No effectual reform of the banking and curreiTcy of this country can take place tUl 
we abolish our national bank note fdradation.' That, sir, is the first^stop. . The next will 
he the restgi^tion of our gold currency.'' 

This heljped Van Buren to hoodwink Jackson, who was really sincere in his desires 
for a specie currency. I^s couttiers were* the yery basest of hypocrites, the most oon- 
anmmate of knayes. In Sept. 1837, Mr. Polk placed CambsBietia at the head of the 
sdiief coi]timittee of Congress on finance. When the bubble burst van Buroi had ths 
reins, and Jackson wrote from the Hermitage, July d, 1837-^ 

*The history 4fihe world never has recorded nueh bwe treachery and perfidy as has been eommittad by ^ 
^poeite banks agpinst the Goyex^ment, and purely with the riew of gratifyinf Biddle and tius Baringa, and by As 
raspension of specie payments, embartass, and tiMti, ifthef eotdd, tibMr 01011 coMitry, fitr the Bei|kh Tiews of nak- 
iof large profits by ^tnrowing out millions of depreciated pa{»er upbn the people— sellinf their specie at large pi»> 
moms, and buying ^p their own paper at discounts.of fSrcan 85 to><X) pef cent and flow looidng firaward to be !■• 
dolfed in these speeulatioDsfor years to come, befbire they resume ^ede Ipajrmfentsk"* 

I. . • • 

This was the yery course that Butlef, Barker and the party had puisiied, 
meant to pursue, and now steadily follow. The wonder is that the professions of their 
leader deceiyed so many of us. ^Jackson's wish to restrain the yicious, fraudulent 
hankers was noblo*— but why did he remoye Mr. Buane, his true and tried friend, 
ijirhen the latter adrised a thoroug[^h enquiry by a committee of Congress into the 'whole 
hanking Sjrstem, in 1834, with a yiew to a permanent Qyedem of finance, apart from 
dl banks? When, in 1837, the banks had got 4he plunder, when their vaulti 
had been emptied by speculators, Hnd no treasure remained, Mr. Van Bnren pie- 

*Mr. Polk and bis trad|Bg cabinet have selected a eorrnpt stock-jobber, th^resident of one of the tbtV ^>w*' 
vttiese'fradnlent institutions, thus justly condemned by Jjidiew Jackson, as Collector of Customs at Now Toft, 
« his, (th^ oolteetor's) bank and others of the * trearherous and perfidious* ^pbsitories of IW-TL w* aciaalt 
tMkfMenby Mr. Poik, in 1844^ «o play over again, of cpuvfe, tjhe same dishonest game. 
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tended mat anxiety for iron Ire^&nries to hold tiie Bpede— bat here again all was hol- 
low. Mr. Hoyt's money, under Mr. Van Bnren's direct superintendence, was left at 
the hanks kept by Joseph D. Beers and Cornelias W. Lawrence — the specie dause was 
only talked of, to please ** the Workies," and such men as Col. Young/ till after the 
Section ! Mr. Hoyt did not dream of enforcing it for a single day. T]he relative posi- 
tions df Hoyt, the Van Burens, and other pretend^specie advocates, I haye already 
shown. Mr. Duane's course le^tiye to. the great qlKtion of ftiance on which he was 
called to pronounce a judgment, as secretary of the treasury, was ))eyond all praise. 
His reasons were powerful— his views of the future correct — ^his refeiences to the past 
lull of waniing. How much was lost to the country when Jackson turned from the 
eoonsels of this truly great and incorruptit^le statesman, to follow the interest^ advios 
of a corrupt Van Buren and his able anckartful confederate, Amos Kendall, so as to be- 
come " the mere purveyor of hanflry anH discordant factions !" Give me the key ef the 
Treasury, said Jackson » and the Kussia^ embassy shall be your rich reward. Mot for 
such aL purpose^ was the reply, but you may seize it by ^rce. It was so done, and 
Daane's too ^rvile successor sits* in the centre seat of the bench of justice, in the Si^ 
preme Court of the Union. 

Although Mr. Duane refused to ^o to Rusua, the too complaisant Cambreleng, in due 
time took that $ 18,000 pleasure tnp% which may be considered an improvement oh the 
English << Chiltem Hundreds!" 

£et UB'Seleot oite or two extracts from his speech of^ Jaik 14, 1334. 


•* Of ■!! the emrrenelM that were ever oontriTed by mui, the nibelMeiew l^^prindpiei thumoet cifemitotta hi 
in effects npoo trade, the mofet detrineotal to the pi^lie interiSst, rfhd toe meet untafe, as it respect^ the preaenr»> 
tioii of a metaltic currency, is that yhieh is founded on the ciedit of a national bank, not only connectea with th* 
Snaaees of a gor^puMiAt but like ours, inirolTed in all tlie fluc^tions of ev^ry speeies of commercial, credit aad 
d0alin|f in them upon a national scaltf.** * < *« , ^ • 

** It IS a coounon opinion, toty that a'nadonal ba^k prerents the multipliehtion of State banks. It may be m^ 
dr; but if it is, it is contitey to principle, and in this country and in' England contradicted by experience. It !■ 
true that Immediately upon ii dissoiutiob of a national bank, there will be, as thcfentleman AromsPenbaylraiiia 
has shown, an unusual number of ^plications for State institutions ; but in a long series of ^ears, the t*indency of 
a national bank note currency is more poweif^l than all our local circulations* in constantly impeliinf trade, bptak- 
iag, and every species of credit and speculation bey4>nd those prudent lidKts, which, without the agency of such 
an Institution, would usual^ be preaerib^dPby the annual add steady aocumulatien of the aapittd of the couBtry." 

He eonduded by saying—" doYiot entaiTupon posterity tAe csdamities of a national 
bank note cunency, and lay "fl^B founclhtion of another revolution in your govern- 
ment.'^ , • 

Go back, now, read once more his letters to Hoyt,— despise, and have done with 
him. • ' r 

Mr. Grebrge M. Dall^as's father was a verf corrupt politician. He was one of the 
pillars of the sjrstem of doiqg^the treasury business through a national baqjc. His son, 
too, was a warp advocate jnf the 35 million charter of 1816. In Feb., 1817, he 
was appointed attdmey to the U. ^'. Bank ; an^ in J844, named by (he veteran wdl 
billed actors of the dakacratic Baltimore Convention, for Vice President of the Uniofi. 
Mr. R. J. Walker,, a great man in the Jackson ranks, and Mr. Polk's seCTCtary of the 
treasury,, is said to have got a new Iwhtin 18#3,'and written to a friend from Natchea, 
in favor of a third U. S. Saifk! Whpn he accepted the office of U. S. Senator for 
Mississippi, he issued a declaration in this fbrm-— '*' 1 am i^ainst the whole paper sye* 
tern ; against it as destructive to monjs, dangerous to the liberties, and ruinous to die 
true interests of the American people^— the very .foundation of banking institutions is 
based upon fraud and fictiod." 

Silas Wright, Governor of New York, is fifty years of age, a native of Vermont, 
and a resident of St. La^enee County. Lorenzd Hoyt was long law agent to Mr. 
Wright, (who is. by profelhion a lawyer,) and his brother Jesse has long been his ooad* 
jutor and intimate fnend. Well knowing his habits and circumstances, Mr. Wright 
was a strong advocate for giving him the control of the Custom House: in 1824, Mr. 
Wright, in the Senate, voted with Jasper Ward, A. C. Fla^g and the Van Buren 
party, to turn De Witt Clinton out of the office of Canal Commissioner, though he sat 
there without salary, was the^soul of the canal project, and Wright's party had the other 
commissioners on their side. It is necessary to read Mr.. Butler's private letters to coq^ 
prehend the spite the faction felt in life towards Clinton, whom in death they aU but deified. 
As Governor, Mr, Clinton originated the plan of revising the statutes— many real isk- 
provements in the law praotioe are of his suggestion — ^and, agreeing with Brougham, 
Bentham, Aomilly, and the great law auU^itiee of Bngland, that a clear, precise code 
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of law, for ciril- and eriminal matters, as well is-mdibrmity of procedure in the oonrta, 
would be a precious boon to a*free people, he ur^etii^on'die legislature in his message 
of 1625. Van Buren and Bugler, liking the confuj^bn of feudal precedents called Com- 
mon Law better, nothing was done. Mir. Wrigh^^^for^Ae bank and Crawford and for 
Jackson, and the politi^'pets in turn — then for I^*sab-trea8ury. In 18^, *' he was 
wholly unmoTed by the.ahitms t^ had been sounde^sifl to the* insecurity of the deposite 
banks'—in 1837 he was moved somewhat, and aided In sending Jesse Hoyt into the 
modem Grecian temple on Wall street, as high-prie& of the grand sub-treasuiy of the 
Union, in Lawrenoe^sand Beers's Imnks. ' He ^a8.atle4e«fate to the Herkimer Conven- 
tion of Sept. 8,4839, where Thcion Rudd, Aaron Hadkiy, N. (rarroW, John W. Ed- 
monds,^. H. Gullet, &c.,. nominated Ehos T. Throop fer ii^vemor, and has had phj on 
Mr. Butler's* pinfperprotej?^, and placed himonthebehc^i In 1828, he aided at Her- 
Idmer in nomkiating Van Bur^n as governor. He is Of the section of Van Bnren's foh 
lowers who are. for a High tariff. He introduced into the House of RepresentatiTes the 
tariff of 1828. . I likeid his vote for John C. Spencer 'as United States Judge, because 
the real objection to him iK(as his hatred of mav^. - Proscription by slave owners, 
whose ignorant negroes are Counted in the, federal representation, in the teeth of the 
declaration .of independence, and in mockery of all representative government, which 
is either founded on intelligence or useless, 1 do not like. Their wBight in Congress 
was against cheap postage, too, although even (he whites in the south comprise the 
great majority of Uiat 500,000 'of 20 yeairs am) upwards who cannot ^ead their A. B. C. 
nor write their names. . I would neither proscribe John C. Oalhoim nor John C. Spen- 
oer^-nor did J Uke th^ resuit*^((ich p]acedf«L<very inferio^erson in Smith Thompson's 
seat. Though opposed to?Texas,*f ^ith.-^s^^ry; M^. Wright was warm for Polk as 
president, who would not have ^exas Tinless filled ^with men and women in perpetual 
bondage. In Jan. 1824 he was s^nt to the Senate pli^ged to give the^people the direct 
election of electors o{ president, but to serve a faction }ie mov6d to stave off the ques- 
tion fill Nov. Like Mr. Bu^er he wished to avoid Samuel Young as a candidate for 
Governor. He ia good humored, able and BhieWd^snd, Jhle company he i^eeps, will tell 
his country what he is. • * « 

Extract of a letter,' Lorenzo* Hoyt» iX Albany, to ^lis borother Jessf9, at New York — 
dated Feb'y. 28, 1824.—^** HqW are the democrats in New York pl&ased with the Qiove- 
ments at Washington? ^Does not Calhoun's bolting in fovor^ Jackson AUGUR 
BAD, inasmuch as Jackson mcftf, dhd- 1 apprehend A^LL, BOLT m favor of Adans^ 
If things take that course, and Clay's friendSswiU not jrield to Crawford, 1 fear that 
Adams will be the strongest man. Hbwever, I strongly- believe that Clay's finends in 
this State will, if necessary, abandon hiqi, and cast their weight into the scale of Craw- 
ford," &c. 


.CjaAPTER XXV. • 

Or<meU'as W. Lawrence— ^is political career— on dbth si^ on the Bank— for Van Buren 
*•— ^or tlie Sub-treasury— for Texas — Mdyoi^^'Ml C, Bank President, C^ifionberlam and 
Collector of Customs at N, Y, > 

Cornelius W. Lawrence was a director of the United States- Bank branch in New 
Yo& in 1827. In 1834, he was as much a " bonk man" as in 1827, but he had by 
this time got a hint how his peteonal interests might be advanced by voting with J. K. 
Polk in Congress against the Bank.. He did so, and for l^e distribution of the public 
treasure to favorite State banks-rthen went home— had for his share a two million char- 
ter in 1836, wltii two millions capital, and two milliona of dollars of the national trea- 
sure put into it, but not at interest. He hithself, with Morgan L. Smith, and other 
" trusty cronies,*" were the commissioners to ** distribute said^capital stock." If the 
confederates got on their stock the profit calculated by Mr. Marcy, viz.,. 15 per cent, 
it would make, on 20,000 shares at $ 100, $ 300,000. All the stock was paid in by 
the shareholders, in gold and silver,- the U. S. Treasury gave them other j;wo millions 
for safe keeping, ana nine months from the day it opened its doors^ to wit, .in. May, 
1837, it shut them again, refused to pay its debts either'to people or goveouodSlsiit, in 
lawful money, i^eculated with its funds, and^ I would say that it didn't, i^ ' that iti 
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diraetan didn't, buy op its owa depreeiated pi^i at a diaooont who would beliere me t 
ThoJe who know Mr. Lawrence's pure disinterestedness, and who can credit the assev^ 
tion that Uiere waa joo bargain in 1834 to give him, for a pet Vank to be started in 1836, 
sixty tons of goTemment specie or its equivalent, but that he voted ^as he sajrs he did) 
contrary to his conscience, nrom ^conscientious motives, may do so. On the 26th of Jan'y 
1834, he wrote his friend Hoyt of his fears that those he was acting with were *' going 
too far against a national bank." Qn the 31st of same month, it wiis Jus vypinion ** that 
a national bank would be useful to the government and country," under proper restrio- 
tions, of etmne^ 

On the 18th of Deo'r 1833, Mr. Binney presented the memorial of the U. S. Bank, 
stating that for oije and a half miUions paid to the government, and other consi- 
derations, the bank was to be the U. S. Treasury during its term, and oomplainitig that 
the pv^c monies had been wrested from it and given to pets thro' the Union, who 
had paid nothing- at all. Mr. Polk moved that it should go to his committee, known to 
be nnfavorable, sn^ Lawrence* and* Cambreleug voted with Polk. — ^Mr.^Selden, Law- 
rence's colleague,. on 3dPeb. '34, presented a memorial from New York, praying the 
renewal of the Bank ^charter, and the' restoration of the deposites. Selden moved its 
reference to a select cbmouttee, who could hear reasons and report. Lawrence voted 
wiUi Polk, C. P. White, Gillet, and Yanderpool; to give it its quietus In his (Polk's^ 
committee. On the 17th of March, a highljr respectable memorial from Boston was of^ 
fered Jfbr the. Bank. Mr. Gryrham mov^ to print it wkh the ruane^. Mr. Polk said he 
was willing to print the memorial, but wished to suppress the names of the signers I 
For once, and once only, Lawrence left his mentor, and v>te<]l. with. John Quincy Adanft 
to print the whole. On the 4th of April it was put tor vote, ou^ht*the^U. S. Bank to 
be re-chartered 1 Lawrence, Cambreleng, Polk, and Yandeqpool voted Nc. 0. P. 
White and Selden flid not vofe. Next, the resolve was put that the deposites ought 
not to go back to the Bank. Lawrence, Polk, Gillet, J. T. Mason, and Cambreleng 
were ayes. D. Selden, E. Everett, Greo. MoDuiffie, and J. Q. Adtois were noes, and 
they were right. Campbell P. White kept below Uie'bar. Then came the home vote, 
Bosolved that the State banks ought to be continuea as plaofB of deposite for the publie 
money t and Polk, Lawrence, Yanderpool, Cave Jo)mson, Cambreleng, Cramer, and S. 
Beafdaley were ayes. SeHlen, J. Q. Adaftns, Lincoln, £^ Everett, recoided their name^ 
against this, great injuiAice, C. P. White kbpt out of the way. It was next proposed 
to appoint a committee to inspect the bank books, see who had got its fhvors, and find 
whether it had violated its charter.' 1Selde» voted for. enqiiiiy, cr P. White and Law- 
rence were absent, Cambreleng said ^ea» and the com. was organized. On many other 
important questions, Mr. Lawrence, in some 50 or 60 days, never gave a vote. -His pay 
waa drawn, I p reaume, f 8 per day, as if hd had done nis duty, bv bein? present. 

Cornelius W. Lawrence^ it ia said, was bred to farming . work, and is of a Long 
Island quaker family. He^and his brothers Joseph and Rich^ M. were New York 
auctioneers, and made money in the house of Hicks, Lawranoe & Co., retiring before 
it became bankrupt In 1837. Their brother Richard wsfS, I underatand, made a bank- 
rupt, but his wife, (Jacob t)rake'8^aygfhter,) has a little foij^uhe of $60,000 which hie 
creditors would miss. Cornelius is an oM man, of larg6 size, and very fond of cham- 
paign. His first wife was a rich sister of David M. Prall. On Feb. 15, 1819,^he was 
mamed again, to Rachel Ann Hicks, a daughter of his partner the auctioneer (now not 
wealthy.) He has been a great spetsulator in Qank stock 'and cotton, and I am told that 
liis son voted last election for Mr. Clay. Mr. L. has been twice or thrice Mayor of 
!New York'-been member of Congress (1832, '3, '4)— -got the two million bsgik in Wall 
street in 1836, the presidency of wh^ch, to s^ve appearances, he has handed over to his 
%iother* Joseph, together with the city chamberlainship, when he (Cornelius) got pos- 
cession of the collectorship of New York — ^it being convenient to hold as many lucrative 
places as possible in (me family. Joseph is, I believe, of the firm of Lawrence, Trim- 


* Am mtten now sUoid, S«cretai7 Walker, haviof a right understaadiiiff with Mr.Potk, desigatftM tiie treara- 
ry banka. The Collector of N. Y. being inlbAne^ on the subject, Mr. L. M., owing $30,000 dutief, pajraMe t&4ay 
in caah, goet to Lawrence'* bamkt or-tiM ove -moM fiiendly to him, esd gets a note diKounted to cover that Bam, 
writef a check for the $30,000, which the teller Aarka " good," and L. M. pays it at the Cashier's ded(, in fall of hia 
dutiec The CoOectcr seada the check to the bank as cash — the bank charus the merchant 7 per cent Intwett, 
and gets it, too, in advance, but pays none to the government, though it credits the U« S. Treasurer with the like 
amount Thus, without trouble, without advancing one cent, or running any risk, the bank gets $935, (as W daye 
interest.) How like this is to Butler's $500 couQsei fee from a defendant, or $30,000 law charfs for a motion on 
b«ada known tobe Htteii^ wdrthleas! 
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Me & Co., a large commiBaion hotuM, and married *vi heiiesa, a daughter of Aldomui 

Townshend. 

In*" July, 1836, Sam'l Swartwoat presided one day at a great Texan dinner in this 
city — Gov'r Hamilton, of S. C, Gei?l Riplfy, Mr. Galhoon's brother, Mr. Lawrence^ 
and many other '* friends of' the Texan canse," were thefe. A character for friendship 
to Texan annexation and an increase of the slave power in Congress, is nsefui to those 
who would fill lucratiye offices in the gift of the federal government. Anti-Slavery de- 
mocrats must look to Albany. 

As a speculator in Bank Stock, Collector Lawrence was always a follower of Van 
Buren. ile followed bis lead in'the U. S. Bank war-H^ot paid — wqs one of the signers 
of the N. Yt. com. of citizens at Tammany, who took sides with Van Buren when the 
Senate rejected him as minister to London — was* one of the State electors of President 
when Van Buren was nominated in '36 — John V. B.'made him *' run like the cholera," 
as mayor, witl\ \\^e help of Alarcy and the si^ million message of 1834. On the Qbitt 
Sept. 1843, the '* conservative'* 0. W. L. veas ope of Van Buren's Sub Treasury Vice 
Presidents for the 6th ward at the great meeting in the Park-*-«nd will be ready to aid 
the initiated in any scheme to raise mor^ stocks for speculation, state or national, by 
which *' the Albany Dutch" may be eased, according to law, of their spare dollars. 
When the Glehtwoifh papers were seized, Mr. Butler addressed notes to the select, 
'* Varian, Lawrence* Bowne^ and Alleh, to meet him on business of great importance." 
These, with Hdyt, ]VL)rris, and Stephenson were truste(^ with the great secret^-^and 
when it was told about that. Lawrence, Fish, and AUey^had laid it was all a hoax, Mr. 
Bryant in the Post^ ^vely co\^adicted the error, by authority. Ritchie said in the 
Union, that '* no appoiiflmpnt could be made more* satisfactory to the democracy of all 
classes than Mr. Lawrence,," and the 'Albany Atlas self fjprih his 'Mntegjity and great 
personal worth." Mr. Lawrence informed the public, thro' Mr.^ullivan.'s Morning 
jTOSt, of his acceptance, he having been ^ voluntarily seleclted by the President, from 
his acquaintance \frith him ^lafdlcw democrats (7 / /) in Congress.'* The Evening Post 
responded, usin^ the wordfr-^" integrity," " character," " confidence of tfie party," 
and so forth. 

William Leggett, in- page 6Q8 of voU Ist pf his Plainde^er, asks, " Who ihade C. 
W. X^wrence, alid Gideon Lee,.and George I>. Strong, sSnd Wajter Bowne, Presidents 
of Banks? Were they appdinted solely in reference to their ability in financial transac- 
tions—or was the office given to them as, a rewar^ U^t *party services iind sacrifices U^ 
We have too long submitted to a..systeihx)f banking founded on politics! capital, instead 
«f money capital. We protest against the creation of exclusive' ^priviligee for the pur- 
pose of paying these men for their political services." 

/Mr. lAwrence's character, and the recommendations to office already quoted, are evi- 
dence that he will make that vast and coSiiy machine, the Custom House, serve the pur- 
poses of the knot of poIiticaF speculators with whom he is connected. Prosper M. Whet- 
more is his most intimate adviser, and a most suitable one. Op the 24^ of Dec. 1834, 
C. W. Lawrence, R. Riker, Jongi L. Graham, a^d George D.* Strong, wrote to John L 
Morgan an4 others, Washiilgton, (the fall election*being oter), desiring' an inspectorship 
for Abraham Le Foy, because of ''his assiduity and efficient influence as a member of 
the democratic family." It would,* they add be "a favor to duraelves." Give hin 
$ 10i95 said Swartwout, and it was done. ^ 



CHAPTER 3qj\l. 

Oovemor Marcy^s Letters—on His Pantaloons— his War Services— his .Electio n the V» 
8. Bank— the NuUifiers—the Elections of 1832 and '35. iS. i). Ligham on day and 
Anti^fnasonry, Flagg on PoUtics. 

Senator Marcy to Mr. Jesse Qoyt, New York. 
[Prirate.] • Albany, 16th Oct., 1832. 

My Dear Sir — Yotir letter of Monday evening I repeived this morning, and with it^a 
breeze from the South, that gives some of our folks, a chill. 
The opposition pretend to have certain information that Ritner is elected. 


OOTXRNOR MARCTr'fl BRSIOHUH-SM HB|U>IflI IN WAB. 11^ 

• 

Thoufrb we do not yet yield to this belief, etUl we aie leas oonfident^thMi we were yes- 
da^ of Wolfe's Election. 

As to the Pantaloons affair,* perhaps I am not the person best qualified to adriae. 

Though the charge was right in itself, yet it most be regarded as an unfortunate ons^ 
because so easily turned into ridicule, 

I showed your production to Flagg — ^he thought it very well, but seemed to diink it 
was a little too formal. The enemy will have their laugb, but I hope it ^qrill not do 
much mischief. 

The true explanation is simply thi»— 

When Comptroller, I had always made war on lumping charges, because I was aatii^ 
iM many fouds against the State had been perpetrated by them. * 

The law provided the payment of the Judge's expenses in holding 'the Special 
Circuit. I kept a particular account of them wluch wa^ handed to the Comptroller. 

While on this business some work was done on Pantaloons, for which the Tailoi 
charged Tiit% cents ; it was entered on the account, and went into the Comptrolleya 
haads without a particular reflection how, it would appear in print. 

Ifearednodaigerforlkneuinoiin. ^'^ >" 

I can not advise how it is best to treat th0 subject, * 

The article in the Jjr^us^ headed, " A very grave tiffair^'* is peifaaps as full an ex- 
planation as the transaction will .admit of. nut it will be well to connect it, if much 
must be said on it, with the great frajads^and peculations of HoUey/^ap Tu^l, John Y. 
N. Yates— (who I beliere for love of me writes many of Ae sduritous articles in oar 
paoers,) in appropriating about $ 8QP of Peddlers' Iiicense l^ees, &c. &c. 

Now as to iMf War Services^ (a more a|?reeable subject) I was out two campaigni^— 
in 1813 on the northern frontier — belonged to the party which took from the enemy at 
St. Regis, the first stand of colors taken in* the late war, on laiid, and the first prisoners 
(about 40 in numbe^) «. 

These prisoners were, in a house built of square timber. I personally headed the 
party that took them — ^myself broke, open the house, entered it, and took firom the hands 
of the soldiers their arms, &c. • 

I care not how much this master is liandled, but rather they would let mv pantaloons 
alone. I return your remarks. Tours, &c. " * ■ * -yy^ j^^ MARCY. 


Judgo Marcy to Mr, Jesse Moyt^'ttt New-Yor'k. ^ 

• Albany, 4th Oct., 1833. 

My Dear Sir— Yours of yesterday is received. Before it came to hand I had de- 
termined, to write to you in order to relieve the glqom whiq}t my former ^letter was cal- 
ealated to cast over' your mind.^ Information* received since writmg to you has con- 
siderably raised my hopes. *V. Suren Witbs i5rom the infected d^tstrict that we' shall 
K'n there as much as w^e can lose in the other paSrts of the State. That we shall gahi 
eaking with xeference*^to the last Governor's Election) I do not dotibt— but the extent 
of that gain cannot to be conjectured. Lthink it will be 3000 in the 8th District — and 
about 3000 in the 6th^ Our recent news fl^m Washington pounty is very flattering. 
TTlie FACTIONS tMte do rj^t coalesce. There is a reasonable hbp« that we shall be 
better ofiT by 1000 votes than has been calculated. ~ The proceeding? in Westchester 
have dissipated the gloom that hung over that county. We understand that both the 
Ward and Writer parties will support our Electoral Ticket and State Candidates. The 
charter election here has nerved eur friends, and inspired a determination to meet efforts 
by efforts. Upon the whole our afiairs look pretty well, and success is in our owh 
hands, but we must la^bour to keep it. I &ar more for you in N. Y. than any other 
place. Your vigilance and vigorous efforts can alone save you from a disappointment. 
Uavis's calculation in y^terday's G. & En. 
run over that calculation and made a note 


I can aione save yuu irum a aisappoiniiueuk 

1. is, in many particulars, very wild. I have 

of deductions and additions, which ! think 


* Qovorn'or Blarey's uAeuipeM «t tke joke tbont his patched breeehei and barber's bill— the Aifm article— 
Hoyt's essayJ^^lagf's opinion ^ave^y taken'-«nd the surmises against Mr. Yates, are proofs of the power of the 
press to awe official men— if the press were but honest, and the people possessed or intelligence and wisdom 
«iou||h to see the importi^ce of upholding In editor able to rise arove the trammels of party. Mr. Masdys 

E raises about his War Services, seem to have been composed by himself. His other letters m this chapter shonr 
is views as to the election — ^the important pontion of Hoyt as the confidential instrument of the party at N. T.*— 
•nd the temper of the man. I like Marcy 's and Fiagg'i letters, in the main. Under a better system, perhaps thej 
woiild have been better mio. , 
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may be leatoimbly be depended on, by whicb I tsit the reealts. Abovt 90,000 a ptet^ 
maieriat variation. I do not wish it exhibited. Indeed I believe it is rather an idn 
employment to be making estimates. The best rule is to do the work and see the reeolt* 

I am, with great xesoect, yours, 

W. L. MARCY 


Senator Marcy to Jesse Hoyt^ Esq.f New- York. 

WAeHiMOTOM, 3d Jnne (183S.] 

Mv UlbAR Sir— I have been shamefully negligent of my promise to yen in relatkA 
to the result of the interview with m^ Albany friends. I honed to be able to oonvinee 
them that it was right, and proper for me to adhere to the aeterq^ination which I had 
communicated to Croswell ;. but I failed in doing so. They oonvinoed me that thexQ 
were more difficulties attending the selection of a proper candidate than had presented 
themselves tcme. The result waa that I am>noi to persist in declining nOw but am to 
be let ahne if it can be done — as 1 4hink it may without injury to the party. 

It would seem to imply (if it cannot be)* that I am a mighty consequential follow. 
Tou or any body else may think so if you will, but I do not. 

Wetb has not modified and jwbUshkd your articles, . So iong tine has now dapeed, and 
the fever of thope i^ho called for m6 to come eut has so much subsided, that probaMy 
aothing more will* be said.by him. How stand affaiito in N. Y.t 

There is a great effort making we learn .bv the manuftcturing interest to get up an 
aceitement on the Tariff— ou»fnends from Albany and elsewhere thought it would not 
■ncoeed. Bodies 'Of mamtfacturers are flocking in here, and they appear about AS 
GRAZT AS THE NXILUFIERS— I think the extremes will unite and defeat al( at- 
tempts at compromise. . Yours, Ac, ; . . 


9auttar Mareifto Mir. fesse^Soyt. 

WASRDroTON, Satnrdey. 

Dear Sir — ^l have this momjng received a note from .Webb, and 1 learn from die 
tenor of it that you h^d written tohim on the subject which engaged us in two or three 
oonversatioill. I find that ohr opinions of hi|n were periect^jr correct. Attacked as he 
is on all sides he is willing to attend to others a» well as him'self. I find my mtimation 
to you, is well founded that Bennett had been too sanguine in the matUnr referred to and 
had understood from |ne more than I intended to convey. Webb has undoubtedly ererf 
disposition to ^ut things n|ht uid he ought to be permitted to do so to ^ certain extent 
in his own way— I have had full conven^ations'vnth you and from them you can make to 
him such suggestions as will apprise him of.my vidWs, He may think I ought to write 
to him — and so I Bheuld perhapfr^but I have two reasons fot hot doing so^^e one is 
that if I should go over Uie^whole q^atter as I did witii you in conversation it wouU 
make a prodigiously long letter, ai)d I am too. much engaged to afford ibe time to write 
it, bat the seeond is I have declined V> wfite tb ail Editors on the subject (except one 
which I explained to you.) This resolution was ^purly taken to preserve my iposition^ 
to keep silent. He will appteciate my motives and I hope approve of the course* • • . • 

[The date — eignature^and a few l¥ordd of tlie oonclusion, torn off.] 


Privati. To thesdrne. Alb'y, 1 Oct. '39. 

* , 

My Dear Sir : — I did not receive your letter of Thursday till last evening. I hasten 
to reply to it— though the answer wul giy^ you no pleasure. 

I think our chance of success doubtiQ. 

Although others are full of courage, I am not; I have looked eiitaeally efrer &e 
State, and have come to the conclusion Uiat proUAlywe shall be beat. 

I would not say this to. you were I not perfectly confident that it will remain a jtrO' 
found secret, ' 

All reports frohi New York are that we shall do better than you represent ; yet I 
'have distrusted them. 
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The U, 8, Bank is tit the field, uid I cannot bat fear the effect of 60 or 100 thonaaiid 
dollars expended in conducting the election in such a city )» New York. I have sreat 
confidence in the honesty of the people, but it will not withstand all temptations. Tbs 

CORRUPTION or SOHB LEADS TO «BE DICirTION OF VaAY. 

You ought to look to the Upper Wards. I feiff you will find defections among iIm 
active electioneerers. 

Though I speak so discouragingly of the result, I do not doabt, if mone^ could be 
kept out of use, we should beat them. But it will not. Yet gnat eflforts without om- 
iiey may save us. 

I hope those efforts will be made in New York. 

If I thought N. Y. would do as others say it will, I should say the chance is in on 
ftivour, but 1 feared'such a result as you predict. 

My advice is— ^n'< Bet YOUR MONEY, BUT SPEND IT, as fiir as you legally 
can, to PROMOTi the electiok. We are all determined to deaenre success, and do not 
despair of getting it. Yours sincerely, 

W.L.MARCY. 

J. Hoyt, Esq. 


J3bii. & D, higham^ Se^y of the Treamry^ WasMngtOfif to Mr, Jesse Hoyt, N. Yorh 

Washington, 10th Not. 183^. 
Dear Sir, — ^I thank you for the information in ]rour letter of the 8th. 
This Election, together with that of Pa., must kill Anti-masonry. 
They will not agaiiji raise that flag in the nation, and scarcely in a State. 
It will be driven back into a few counties — ^but Mr, Clay is also done ; howeaer 
desperately he may fight in a fofhm hope, thai is not the ehar^Uer of his friends^ 
They cannot again be brought up to the charge. • 

Yours with great respQct, S. D. INGHAM. 


^Comptroller Hogg to Mr, Jesse Soyt. 

Albany, March 96, 183S. 
D$A& SiR,-*Yoa will haye seea Uie proceedings of the Convention, and willj I 
doubt not, be gratified |^th the general result3. Bowt^ had been the prominent man 
lor a State delegate before the N. Y^ delegation* arrived, and a mnjontv of the dele* 

fation agreeing upon him, it settled that matter at once: Your city delegation was 
ept back until nearly ^e houi; of 4he meeting of the Convention— and Selden and « 
few mischievous spirits amon*g your members, of the House, induced your delegation to 
believe that some oontarivances adverse US the city were agreed upon here, and that they 
"would have delegates forced upon them^ho would not be agreeable to them — and 
Selden did ail in his power to throw the Conrention into confusion. JE(e was mistaken 
in his men, and only made himself appear factious and foolish. ,....•• 
The strgng vote of the Convention rebuked the factionists, and all things went off with 
the most entire unanimity, both in the Committees and the. Convention. 
• TheHelegates to Baltimore I have no doubt form a unit in regard to any measurS to 
promote the interests of Mr. V. B. and the Old Hero. 

The political affiurs of this State never looked fairer — ^there is some diversity of 
c^inion as to a candidate for Grov., which will be settled at the Herkimer Convention-^ 
md the names of Jackson and Van BtCren will get a triumphant vote*and bear down all 
opp!Mition. 1 ours truly, 

A.aPLAGG. 


GovV Marcy to Jesse Hoytf Esq.j N, Y, 
Private, Albany, 80th Jaa'y, 183S« 

My Dear Sir— I received your letter this morning on the subject of L. M. M. it 
18 proper Uiat Mr. M. and all other office holders in N. Y. whose feelings or whose 
conduct has gone with the Wigs should b^ fully apprised of my situation in relation to 
their appointments, and that they should be made sensible that they have contributed to 
bring about a state of things which prevent me from doing towards tiiem as I have done 
heretofore and should under other dxcumstances do now« The prii|ci^ auctioiiMas 

16 
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ptrtobk of the madneas aDd«in&taation which last year seixed the great mass Af the 
Merchants—they aided in giving success to our opponents in the Common Council 
they countenanced and some practised the proscriptive policy of that body— turned 
away their clerks, carmen, &C. — ^upheld the course pursued by the Wig papers — and 
efaeered on the Common Council in sufeeping the decks of all our political friepds. The 
▼ery men who have .}>een proscnbed in rf . Y., with the expressed or implied approba- 
tion of Uioae who wish reappointments, now surround me in great numbers, asking the 
places and commissions of; the proscrtbers. What shall I say— what ought I to say to 
these applicants? Shall I send these victims of proscription, and victims of the parties 
home, empty handed, to beg employment i>f those who h^ve deprived them of it, and 
give commissions to those who are the authors or even the sUent approvers of the 
course pursued by the Common Council and the panic makers f If I had but one hour 
of official life to live I should consider it my solemn duty to employ it diligently in 
protecting my political /riends from perftoQution. My friends in N. x . ought to look at 
both sides of this question before they advise a course of liberality which would be 
iniustiee to friehds and, as past experience shows, returned with ingratitude. 

Yours, &o., W. L. MARCY. 


CHAPTER XXVn. 


T%addeus Phelps and the Free 6ank scheme. His frivtUe report. GaUatin on Repeal, 
^gg^ on Marcy^ Lett&s, Masccy^ ^^gg$ Cuttings and C L* Livingston to Jene 
Hoyt. JE. Livingston. Message writing. 

The facts stated in my chapters on, stocks aad ba'hking lyiU have shown the reader 
that much of the anxiety displayed hj knavish' politigians, brokers, congress-men, 
bankers, governors, judges; &c., for national baAks one day, anjjl for state banks 
another— thus time to havQ onq set of* men put forward — ^t' other time a difierent set, is, 
in the m^n, caused by the vast gains made by getting hold of fancy stocks, puffing this 
thi^ week and that the next — o%bepiiiising one thing that you may get another, as Van 
^Hi^en did hard money, which served as a pretext for his hunfgry legions of officials to 
keep a few millions oi soft money not'tljeir o^n-'aUogether. 

On the eve of the election of lo36, M^* Hoyt, with the ^cret promise of the reversion 
of the Custom rHbuse, should his captain gain.tSe ds^, was indo^tigable. AU sorts of 
proposals were got up to please all sorts of people— and among others it was suggested 
that bankin? ought to be unrestrained. Tne knowing ones- knew, that the chartered 
banks would probably soon go by the board, and they were for securing a fresh Imtch of 
* charters,' for sale before the general break up. . * ' 

. By reference to the N. Y« Serening Post of 19th*Sept., 1836, it will be seei^r— that on 
the 25th of April that year, Thaddeus Phelps, D. B, Tallmadge, Saul Alley, W. B. 
Lawrence, Stephen Allen and Jesse Hojrt were appointed a Committee to obtain a 
change in the banking system by a repeal of the law* confining the stock and sd^ 
hanking craft to incorporated associations. Their first public report is da^ed I2th Sept., 
(Hoyt Secretary) ; they there state that " a poi^ioR of them" went up to Albany when 
appointed, and attempted to get repeal, but could no<— and they gc^bn with a tediom 
jargon ahput, tyranny, freedom, naked deformity, &c., trying to 'make it appear that 
they had been unwearied in their •efibrts at undoing what Mr. Van Buren and his 
fiiends had so long made their money by— the. monopoly of banking-nao that evGj 
sovereign in the Union might issuer his currency, and be a banker. 

To me, a far greater curion^ is tiie above committee's first privats rkpobt, 
addressed Apnl 20th, 1836, by Thaddeus Phelps to his precious comrade, ^oy1r-l^aDd 
hermit is: 

% 

Mr. Thaddeus Plielps, at Albany, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 
•* Dear Hoyt— We arrived this morning and have already accomplished wondes. 
Owr infiuence has akeady made Six Banh m the House, (no fear of the Ste^e) 


* ■ 
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and by i» fflonow nigiit there is very little doubt we shall have made twenty or thirty 
more. 1 ou fellows who ate in favor of the Repealers, may alt now go to Hett in your 
own way. Consider your restraining law repealed. Consider«me a partner in a Bank- 
ing Company — I put in 2,000,000^— Call on John Ward for the money. No more at 
pfreeentr-Your loving fnend, - THABDEUS PHELPS. 

*' Arrived on Monday morning." 29 April. 

*^ Monroe has sent in his allegianoe--aiid the Native American party. May 

go to the D— 1. Boat off, * T. P." 


This Mr. Thaddens Phelps, a gambling, stock-jobbing character, was a constant 
s^ner to applicatioifs for office from Hoyt and ^wartWout — and he and Coddington, 
(loyt, (Lawrence, if I remember right,) Allen, Bowne, and the rest of the leaders id 
N. York, subscribed and paid $20 each, in all $440, to assist the circulation of the 
Truth Teller, and the Sentinel, papers that they perceived to be friendly to their side 
of the question. *• ' ^ 

I do not know which of the other members of the Committee went up with Mr. 
Phelps — ^but on referring to the Assembly's and Senate Journals, I perceive that the 
stir about bank chartering beg^n at the very time he speaks of. That his and his 
friends* secret obiect w^s more banks, more stocks, more gambling, the above letter too 
clearly shows. Mr. Phelps's nam^ is assocuKted in the statute book that session, with 
those of Walter Bowne, and James McBride^ (tke director that borrowed the deposites 
octt of the Manhattan to speculate on), a'commiasjoh to distribute the stock of the 
Hamilton Tnsurance Company, and the s^ck of the 5th Waad Insurance Company — ^he 
is also made by law.a director^ Phelps -is from Connecticut— % very old confederate of 
Hoyt's — and was examined by the commission appointed by the President in '41. 'He 
said, (Rep. page 290), that aher Hoyt got the collectorship he paid large sums of his 
old indebtedness, and was embarrassed when he g6t the office. Hoyt had also been 
made a Danish Commissioner^,* & pompous w»y of settling matters the officials should 
attendito, but affording the meaiis of bestowing douc^ on " the king's poor cousins." 
Hoyt, Coe and Butler were also made fire commissioners, I think in 1836, and earned 
a certain sum thereby. When Mr. Marcy lost the government of N. Y., he was made 
a Mexican Commissioner, but whether it held out long at the salary ($3000 a yeai^, I 
have forgotten, if I ever knew. • ^ • 

Mr. Albert Gallatin wrote a letter in the Argus, about the repeal — ^ ystrd long*— 
Mr. Marcy wrote Hoyt to suggest or draw up a message for him upon repeal— ^nd but 
few knew that the Governor's Message of January 1837, was a jqint stock production 
of Jesse Hoyt & Co. Perhaps Mr. Van Buren penned a paragraph or two— for, says 
Hammond, in his History, " Mr. Marcy, from the time he entered the political field, 
had been the confidential friend of Mr* Van Buren." Mr. Tallmadge and Mr. Hub- 
bell's letters show that when Mr. Marcy«hpd resolved not to endorse the sub-treasury in 
his message, he did endorse it. It is presumed ^e xeta^^piia' he there used were sent 
him from Washington. . 

Well might the poet of the Se'asons say, that-*- 

Vnblest i>y virtue, Cror«rnment a leaf ue 

Becoinea, a circling ^unto (^ the fraat. 

To rob by law ; relinon mild, a yoke, 

To tame ^e stooping soul, a trick of state, 

To mask their rapine and t5 share their prey. • 

There is no doubt left on thy mind, that. Mr. Marcy, in sanctioning the corrupt tod 
«(^upting legislation of hia day, with his signature. as governor, was well aware of the 
deep injury be was inflictin/^on the worthy people who had once, .again, and a third 
time trusted in his honesty and oath as their chief magistrate. The few letters of his 
herewith published show, dome candor, and even talent, with a seeming desire for fair- 
itess. But what of justicei do we find in his general conduct? Mr. Leggett knewhim. 



fottsly, 

tlUU»€ 

firmed. 

We beat the Senate triumphantly about the proTiso oa the apprdpriatioa^^oth houses Qnanimously agieed 
ff> aak» the appropriation oaiy in another Jbrnh and to strike out die proviao. 

Bincerely yours, O. C. CAMBBEIiENG^ 
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and thus describes Mm, Vol. I. Plaindealer, p. 450^ '*< He is a weak, eringiniT) ind^ 
dsWe man, . . .'...« thefnere tool of a monopoly .janto, Uieir oonvenieDt instrumeiit.; 
and while he gives hia.mction to their unworthy measures, we survey hhn with coo* 
tempt, and can offer no better excuse for his conduct than diat ' his poverty, and not 
his will consents.' " , ! 

What*'* small ligl|^," such governors ss Van Buren, Marcyand Throop are, when 
set beside the generous and ingenuous Clinton I* 

* 

* Ch'ge to Grov'r— Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New York. 

Albany, 24th Nov. 1836. 

My Dear Sir,— You promised me some iUundnahon on the subject of the restraining 
law or rather the repeal of it. I amPinformed that there is a ^probability that I am elecl> 
•ed, and if so it will be expected that I send to the legislature a m^sage — ^If you ha«B 
any publications or other matters too eumhersome for the mail you can if you diooae 
nut them in the charge of one of the electors from yqur dty. u you are extravagant 
in your notions, they will not be adopted-^— you expect as a matter of course they wSi be 
modified. I wUl not ask you. to get what you write yourself copied because it is possi- 
KJB Uiat some one may m founa in this city or vicinity who wil) be able to decyphei 
^our hand writing. ^ 

I am, with gyeat. respect, your to h obliged and humble ServH, 

W. L. MARCY. 

[This governor had sanctioneji la^ in April and Mav, giving more special privDegea 
to newly chartered banks, and for the sale or disposu of their stqpks. He now, in 
Nov. — ^Van Buren's and^ his own election seftured — ^invites Jesse Hoyt to illuminate hk 
benighted vision, as to tKe best mode of rendering less vahuAle the special advantages fin 
which cunning or silly people had Just paid cash to C. W. Lawrence, &c.] 


Jes$e Boytf Esq.^ New Yorit, 

. Albany, Oct. 3, 1836. 
Dear Sir,— The repeal of the restraining law, so far as to allow offices of Diaoonnt 
ai^ Depoeite, is universsally assented to by town, county, district, and state conven- 
tions.. To this ext^nt % law can be passed with little opposition. If the issuing of 
Bills is added, so as to multiply i^^ithout limit the manufactories of paper money, a 
newai^>ect will be given to tl^e whole matter, and those who are opposed to anydbangv 
may be enabled to keep thin^ as they now are. If we can (^en the way, and build up 
^ dass of Banks w^ch not issue paper, these will co-operate in making the currency 
more sound than at present ; if they have nothing to make by the issue of small bills, 
tiiiey will not be aggrieved < by seeing ^old and-^ilver take the place of the small bills. 
After the letters are knocked off. and- the new cl^ss of money-changers are '' in the 
fiill tide of successful experiment,^' such other^mddifications may be m^e as experience 
may recommend, and as "the business wants of the community may require." Bt' 
ped the restraining law, refuse all banks. Unless their stock is sold at auction, and 
those who ti'ade upon legislation , (the hon'ble the loboy) will be blown ^f s^ high :'' 
and the scenes of log rolling and corruption would tfe replaced by a decent regard to 
moral and officud purity, and a reasonable attention to' the public business and the gen- 
eral wel&re. Truly yours, 

A. C. FLAGG. 

Mr. Cutting to Mr. Hoyt. [Albany], January Q, 1837. 

. Mt Dear Hoyt, — Charles Livingston has sent you a copy of the bill to repeal 
the restraining law, reported by Mason, in the Senate. The first section » all 
that ought to pass, but I suppose that 'being in the hands of the Pldlistines we 
must be thaniful for any favors, no matter how small. Edward livingston, 


*'Mr. Butler neaka diiferaBtly. He trrote to ^s friend Hoyt from Albany, August 9tli, 183Q, as follows i—f*Tk, 
Van Buren stanoa higher througheut the State than he ever did— witness tiie toasts at the various celebratieiai 
But if I were in his place I would trouble myself but little about the carpings of such men aa yon nam«— they 
nan do nothing without him.' What would have become of the opposition if it had not been for him ? I will aay 
more— if I was Van Buren I woidd let politics alohe. He can be and will be the Erskine of the Suto, t^fehk 
aaanUtion more laadable than the desire of political preferment. He yesterday opened a cauae in Oie " 
Cwrt ia the moat oondae, elefuit, and convincing argument t ataaeet ever heard." 
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07 1 am afraid— ha4 toined a shaip angle, and wiU ooma out Bank. See his vote to- 
day. TomoTTOW he wUl be brought to the bull ring, and stamped as he deserves, if we 
should go into opmmittee of the whole and he should participate in the. debate. We 
beat them to-day elegantly. 

Bo you see who compose the conmiittee on the repeal d the restraining law in our 
House? Ogden, Chairman I the violent opponent of the measure last year ! the agent 
of the Fanners' Trust dnd Loan Company ! the intimate of John L. Graham, Seymour 
Si Co. ! the guest of the former last spring in New- York, and his lobb^ friend at the 
Syracuse Convention ! DJ* But we will defeat the fpuig* The restraining law will be 
modified — ^the usury laws partially re^^ed, and no fianks chartered. F. B. C. 

■^ 

[Pos^mazk, Albany.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Wall street. New-Tork. 

Albany, Jan. 21, 1837. 

I am inclined to think, my eood feIlow,that you are more than half right in Uie opinion ex*- 
pressed in your Izfii letter— fhave given the subject of private issues much anxious thought 
and I confess new light begins to dawn upon my darkened intellect— the clouds are hsi 
hreaking away and 1 should not be surprised if I finally determined to nyuntain'even to 
obstinacy that a note of an incorporated bank was no better than the bill issued by a pflri- 
rate solvent individual— I may have been deluded by the charm which too commonly 
attaches to a corporation, but the spell is nearly broken, and another night's reflection 
may metamorphose me into an inflexible advocate of shin-plasters — Some limitations and 
eecurities are indispensable to guard against abused, for I cannot admit your tfaeo^ te 
its full extent, that the people are under all circumstances capable of managing their 
own affairs. In some cases they must be protected against thenfselves. My distruA of 
their intelligence commenced wnen they elected such a popr devil as myself, and until 
they choose agents who will respect their feelings and their interests I will dispute their 
capacity to govern themselves. Don'^t diaslose this heresy smd above all don't let me 
see it in the Evening Post in the form of * ab extract from a letter from Albany." Do 
you understand ? In a few days we shall have under consideration a general plan fbr 
private banking, provided ^ere is sense enough in Albany to mature one. It is designed 
to keep this subject distinct firom the restraining law. 

Cutting has just called in to say that he has received some letters firom you and de- 
sires mejto say that you must work harder' and talk less. What impertinent language 
for a servant of the reople to hold tojDne of his masters ! Yguris, $c. 

CHA'S. L. LIVINGSTON. 


CHAPTER XXVra. 


Letter y L, Hoyt ta Jesse. Boipne fathers Butler* s Report ngainat the Tmnessee Mesohh 
tions for Conventions^ the people in plajce of Cajuuses hy the politicians. Letters^ 
Butler to Hoyt, Open rebellton. Andrew Jackson, Jjetter, Gov. V. Buren to Hoyt, 
&n Promdej^ and Judge Swanton. Crawford on foreigners. Van Buren an Vm* 
versal Suffrage. Itooking ahead. 

Mr. Lorenzo Hoyt|jto his brother Jesse. 
* ' Alljany, Jan'y 11, 1834, Sunday. 

Dear Brother — ^I send you by this mail the Report of Mr, Bourne^ on the Tennessee 
Resolutions. Mr, Butler wrote the repoit, and I leave it ifor you to judge of its merits 
and the correctness of its principles — ^but I presume, from the circumstance of your po- 
litical views eoinddiog so exactly with. Mr. Butler's, that the principles contained in the 
report will meet your approbation. ^ ; . . . . Mr. Grardiner, the other day, while 
the resolution of Mr. Flag? in relation to electors was under discussion, made an abusive 
and unjustifiable attack ugun the editors of the Argus and Advocate, and by which he 
has incurred the indignation and disgust of every sensible man within his hearing. He 
accoaed the Argus of political inconsistency, in first advocating an alteration of the eleo- 
toral law, and then in a few weeks afler reprobating the measure as unwise and anti- 
repoUican. •.'.•.. Thpopinion that! always heretofove entertained, that Gaid- 
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iner was a man of t^ limited talenta is now iirerocably confirmed 1 

must confess I was not a little astoniisihed whisn I see who the New-Tork membeis weVB. 
I presume thisy are men of tolerable good sen^e^ with the exception of Crolius and one 

or two others, but as for their abilities, they are^in my opinion, contracted 

LORENZO HOYT, 

... * J . I i 

The State of Tennesse^'Wairm^'dly to Gepl Jackson, and its legislature passed 
lesohitions, in 1823, reprobatifa£'t&&^p^dti6e of nenibers of Congress meeting in Cktuaa 
and nominating Presidents and Vice Presidents of the Uiiited States, as an undue inte)h> 
ference with the rights of th^ people. These resolutions were transmitted to the \eeuh 
lature of New York, (see pages 11 to 13 Senate Journal, 18S4) and referred to Walter 
BoiRfne, Jonas £arll,';and-.Perley Keyes. Benjamin F. Butler, being, like Van Buren, 
favorable to Crawford land the dictation of caucuses of party Congressmen, wrote a x^ 
|iort, which the Senate's ^dommittee ad<^ted and Bowne mthered and^signed — (see pages 
17 to 23, same volume.) 

Mr. Butler, Iq this report, asserts, that the caucus dictation, by members of ConffreaSi 
is a proper and ccmstitutioi^al practice — that in case the election should afierwaiSa so 
into the House of Represetttatives, the members who may have recommended a cand^ 
date to the people in catt<^us are not thereby bound to vote for 4iim themselves^ that a 
oongressional caucuft is the most effectual mode for preserving an equality to the weaker 
States— ^that " there is no other practicable mode orooncenti;ating. public opinion" — ^that 
State nominations, by members of the State legislatures, the. only substitute, are attend^ 
ed with serious difficulty— that a caucus of members of Congress forms Hie best primary 
|igdhcy for selecting candidates for tne presidencyv being a powerful combination of in* 
fluential men, who folloif a safe course of precediBnts— and that a oongressional caucus 
next season is '* peculiarly (fesirable." 

To me it is evident that unless the pow^r of nomination is in tKe people they capnot 
be said to have the power of electioh. Mi;. Butler's negative right which he is ready 
to assign to the people, of dissenting or approving when a president is proposed to ^em 
by a private meeting of 66 cong^^essmefi, as was we case in 1824, where only that num- 
ber nojninated Crawford, shows his innate dislike to democtacy, which in such a case 
makes the millions sovereigns or .dictators. Who that reads this volume will fail to ad- 
Biit that*while the constitution may stand for ages a monument of the wisdom of its 
framers, the administration of it may be at the greatest possible variance with\he spirit- 
of its provisions ? The Union had chosen some 240 legislators — ^Mr. Butler desired that 
threescore of these men should regulate the succession of our executive magistrates. 
The people had elected certain men to do their will — ^Mr. Butler desired Uiat these men 
should contrive to make the people do theirs. All this, too, to crush Jackson, and 
secure the return of a U^ S. Bank man ! In aietter to Harmanus Bleecker, one qf the 

Sentlemen who, in Congress, most steadily, opposed Madison -and the war of 1813, dated 
i.ug. 16, 1831, Mr. Butler.talks thus-^^'His (Jadcson's) high station— his Tenerable 
age— my adniiration of his character, a sentiment, iipbibed in early life, Imd often ex- 
pressed in print and otherwicie, &c. 




Jesse Hoyt, £sq., New York. Albany, Feb> 20, 1821. 

Mt* Dear Friend— I hope Ms Cbimo/wiU 

soon finish all they have to do, as the Mccitement produced by their labors is veiy 
great, and the difficulty of pleasing everybody very strikingly illustrated. Yoa wiU 
Sa^e seen by the time this reaches, you, that , they hav» given me <m q^Ece— without 
any trouble or exertion on my part— or much on the part of my friends. The minor 
spipointments for this city have given gireat dissatisfaction, and it is as tmuA as we can 
do to keep the people from^ open rebellion^ Of all tf^ havoeoer $ay nothing^-''^B I hope a 
few days of reflection wilt compose the angry elements. To judge from the violent 
expressions of those who are disappointed, one would tlunk that oar prospects for next 
Spring wercs rather blank — hui you know it isthegeninth of Bemocracy akoays "to be tm- 
Mfuotu and sometimes to be rasL I have only time to say that you are always one of 
those for whose health, happmeas, and future prosperity I feel the liveliest solicitude, 
dte. Ice. 4bx:. 

B. F. BUTLEiU 


N 
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(To the same.] Wabr'n, Nov. SM, 18M. 

My Dear Sir — ^The FTOsideiit contmoes to improre, and by Mooday next, I trust, 
will be able to resuiiie the transaction of bDsineaa, tnoagh it must be with great cautio% 
gnd forbearance— quahties for wkkh he is not remarkable-^vid hence the r^ danger of 
his condition. 

Tliough we not the precise retoms of any one of the miSBUig States-— yet there is no 
reason to doubt the election of Mr. Van Buren. 'Have not Virginia and North Caroli* 
na done noUy ? Truly yours, 

B. F. BUTLER." 


Oovemor Van Buren to Mr', Hoytj at New- Tori, 

«* Albany, Jan»y. 4, ISaO." . 

** My Bear Sir^ITou need «ot, I think, hare any appxehensioa shout the mes* 
sage. . The earliest allowable moment will be embraced to send you a copy ; but 
that cannot be as soon as you desire. I thank you kindly for your letter, aii4 
beg you to write me always with equal freedom. 1 cannot consent to contribute by 
sny act of mine to the pi^valence or that great political^ vice, a desire to shun v»- 
sponsibility. • 

I shall do the best I can in whateyer rdates to toy office, and leaoe the result Is 
PROVIDENCE onJAhe People. 

Remember me kindly to Mrs. H. and believe me to be very sincerely your friend. 

Does our friend L. Smith know that Judge Swanton* has been recommended by Htm 
ekte of the party in New York % I prqpume it is understood by him and all our friends 
Idonot see how loan avoid thi appoMtmentJ** 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


CSoUeetor Hoyfe Gold Mme. The Georgia Legislature refnsed to charter ** New Potasi.^* 
It gets privtleged at Albany, A very pleasant feature in .Georgia lojUf-makin^. The 
broihers Butler helping CdmpbeU P, WhUe to hofrmo the Depositee from theManhai-' 
tan. Four Directors take $600,000. Three mUliims lent on fimey stocks, JL#> 
tomey Genertd Butler goes to\ borrow at Baltimore, ' The American Land Co,<t or 
the Irish Middlemen of the U, S, Silas Wright, the Presidents, 4*c.— Ort^n ofAnti- 
Bentism iH Columbia Co. — Van Buren, Butler and the Antirenters, 1807 to 1813. 
Van Buren accused of urging them an and of deserting them after getting elected to 
the Senate, Fifty Farmers ejected. 

The object of the two armies who contended for fariffii to accumulate pubHc treas- 
ure, congressmen who would evade putting the proceeds to public uses, Presi- 
dents who would never veto pi6fligate expenditures or enquire about defaulters, and 

* Judge Bwanton waa an Iriahman (tf t^ dayi of '06--OeB«ra( Jackson was fiiendly to Irirtmen. .GoTomor 
Van Buren write* to Hoyt that he did not aee how he could avoid keeping Swanton in offloe, bat he lets him 
know that he would hare done w had^not nhe elit^ of* the party' taken t' other ride. Van Bnren had been tnw 
to Mr. Crawford in 18B4» but the latter had made himaelf very nnpopular b^ denouncing adopted citiaens. Hs 
had said) that a "very eflbct^ means of enlightenih^ and civilizing the Indies, would be to encourage their 
n&rriage with our frontier white inhabitants, and that it would be more honorable to the government to do thia, 
than to receive witii open 9itM f^igitkvf frvm ilu M worlds whethes their-ffight was occasioned by their crimM 



canism stnick us a hard blow. 
Mr. Polk, on this single question, gained more than enough votes in the Stale of New York to elect him." Jesao 
Hoyt, in 1832, before the election, collected a #90 a head subscription to got the Truth Teller, which admired Mr. 
Van Buren, more widely diffnaed. His opponents forgot that no class ol men had stood iDore true to that eminent 
ntatesman, Clinton, than the Irish!P-«nd Uiey abused them because they were deceived by the ** Mormon of Kin- 
derhook," who could at due tittle boast that he had never entered a Catholic chapel, and at another praise " tho 
talenU and virtues" of the Pope, **the head of a mat and Christian church." Mr. Van Buren, when in the 
Bute Convention of 18Slt did opp9ee universal suffirage, and— referring to the adopted citizens—declared, that 
unong its many evils, ** it would gm td the City of New York about twenty-five diousand votes : whilst under 
Se liberal extension of the right on ttM choidji of delegates to this Convention, she had but about thirteen or fonr- 
t^en thousand. That the character of the increased number of votes would be such as would render their eleo- 
tSoos rather « cnrte than a blessings whieh would drive from the polls all sober minded people.** He will not re- 
peat that speech should heobtain a seat in tlie Convention of 1846. His failure in 18SM, and the accident of CUa- 
toaHi death, which placed tim m the atep ladder to the presidency in 1898^ will not be forfotten. There it m 
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for state banks and national banks, with a paper currency, baseless and Tisionarj ait the 
Arabian Tales, was, as I have already shown, to Ikeep np political inflneice with the 
millions, and to run riot ia speculation at the expense of men of wealth and propeit^p. 
What (Hd Van Buren or his ' followers' ever strive to carry through for the good of Uieii 
country ? Who can fail to see that the removal of the deposites paved the way, and 
gave the means for the Ammcan Land Company, increased the value of other bank - 
oanital, and gave an impetus to stock-jobbing 1 ^ 

Mr. Jesse Hoyt is, in his way, a Pizarro of the north—nay more he is a Cortes. 
The latter tortured the Emperor of Mexico, that he might get gold— the former tor- 
mented and beggared merchants of high standing in ISew York, for a like rea- 
son. Pizarro's ruling passion, like that . of Hoyt and Butler, was gain. If the 
Spaniards got the treasure of Peru, Mr. Hoyt had the Custom House Treasury and 
New PotosL The bible, through the priest, was the signal for the wanton massacre 
of the Inca's army, by a bind of. greedy fanatics, and the robbers of Atahualpa assem- 
bled to divide the spoils of an innocent people, procured by deceit, extortion and 
cruelty, distributing the wages of iniquity after a solemn invocation of the name of 
God ! Mr. Van Buren, when he had attained the seat of Clinton, writes to Hoyt that 
lie was to depend on " Providence," in his crusade against the treasures of us Ameri- 
cans, native and adopted ; and this was very much, too, ih the line of Butler — ^bat the 
Hoyts did not deal in the nonsense of invoking heaven as the patron of villainy. This 
much as my introduction to Jesse Hojrt, in Georgia, digging for hidden treasures in 
New Potosi, 

In Dec; 1830, Mr. H. McAllister vnrote to R. Ward, Hoyt's law partner in Wall 
street, mentioning a man of science who might be employed in the gold region, ex- 
amining a tract. . Soon after Jesse Hoyt and others. bought a 'gold mine.' On the 
15th of May 1831, this McAllister and a Mr. Rich'd •IF* Arnold wrote from Savaonah, 
that New Potosrwas ''the most astonishing place in all the gold region.^' On the 
3d of June, the original value of '' New Potosi'* was increased ^m $27,000 to 
(^38,000 — and such a bungling accountant vnis Hoyt, that he and his partners, in 
giving their ^cash and notes* for aii increased share, signed for $6500 instead of 
$2^. On the 11th, Hoyt wrote Arnold^ ''If we should be ofierod $100,000 
(for the mine) we should not know what we were selling/' On Sept. 19, Hoyt 
proposed to ask Georgia to inc(uporate the gold miners near Gainesville— with shares- 
personal irresponsibility, &c. The Legislature, at Milledgville, was applied to, acoovi- 
mgly, but Arnold and McAllister wrote from that place—" The stupidity of the majo- 
rity of the members of the legislature surpasses conception" — half of them dont know 
what a corporation means— and a failure is apprehended. Judge Berrian, who had been 
Jaokson''e Attorney General, was friendly, they sajr, to their scheme^ Nov. 27, McAl- 
lister wrote Ward and Hoyt, in great dudgeon, of course, that aflter three d^ays struggle 
in the Senate their gold mine incorporation hill had been thrown out. Berrian had done 
all he could, but " the* besotted ignorance and the blind and foolish envy of the majo- 
rity, have carried the day.." The Georgians would incolrporate them, he added, bul 
were so stupid as to desire to mend their bill by making ^' the individual property of 
each stockholder liable for the debts of the corporation," (so that if the concern should 
have defaulters the public might not be cheated.) But, quoth McAllister, it was to get 
rid of personal responsibility that we sought legislative assistance. One day they only 
lost by three, aiid the next da]^ gained oyer seven members — but ih Georgia the 
people like to see what is doing in their hame, and it is the law therCj as it should 
be everywhere, that, previous to a 3d reading; every bill, puhlic and private must be 
published, and wait public opinion a certain time before fit can pass. This proviso 
killed Hoyt's Potosi — the people saw the thing — they wrote • their agents that they 
did not Uke it — and said A^cAllister — "on Monday twenty iatelUgent niLembers 


fear that he will follow Crawford to advising Call Yankees to wed Indian aqttawi to impure the papooae aystem 
of rearing oar youth. I should not wonder to see Van JSuren yet quote Jeffersdnk where he aays that it was 
a Scotchman (Douglas) who taught him, and that another Caledonian (Small) probably fixed the de«tim«s of his 
lifo, by way of showing that we owe the Declaration of Independence, indirectls^t 16as^ to immijgration froai 
North Britain. 

The writer knows that Mr. Van Buren is secretly straining all hi« powers to get back to Wadiingtoa sw ImmI 
of the state, but the budget of ways and means he has not seen. The result would be worse than hia thiKl inZ- 
ber, when— 

Ritchie, to gull the populace, fluttered like a stool pigaoa ; 

Hoyt furnished funds^ Dick Dayis wincU arid Butler &e ReUgion, 

Ben Bnaer Ao aaligioii I 
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UNicecidM ugamt prejudice iffngrance wad th^ d — ; — t folly ever exliibited in » 
Suiaie . . • . this rascally apology for a legislature. I leave this iafemal place to- 
m^itffw moTQing." The worthy corporator, that would, hare been, was really out of 
teniMT— talked in his letter of '* the asses here who bray for the pdblic," and reminc^ 
ed Hoyi that Mexico allows no special incorporations. 

A frateraal hug from the enlightened democracy of this Union will probably achieve * 
what Burr and hu brother reformers, with Sandoval and Cortez,' failed in*-and the land 
of Montezuma rejoice in religious lib^y, as we understand it, slaves, (who may not 
read, write or marry, but be scourged, shot, sold and tortured,*) charters, banks, 
stocks, a Wall street full of brokers, irresponsible corporations, patriot Van Burens 
and pious Butlers. It will not be necessary, ifh in Georgia, to print gold mine biUa 
before they pass ^em. * . 

Thomas Moore impertinently asks, 

Who can, with patience, fbr a moroent aee^ 
That medley mass of pride and misery, 
Of whip* and charters, m^nadu and righUt * 
Of alairing blaclu and rfmocrotic wliitesY 

No matter—he don t travel in Mexico. • ». 

£leven bars of Potosi gold was sent to Hoyt from th^ mine, and, Feb. 14, 1839, 
Arnold and McAllister wrote that the mine must not be sold under $150,(HK). A 
charter was got for the concern at Albany this year. Gov'r Throop's people knew 
more than the Georgians. March 17, and 25, Arnold and McAllister wrote that 
Dr. Boyd, a person of great skilly and hired at $5(9 a 'month, had staled distinctly 
that ** New Potosi would yield $20,000 per annum, net profit," but the doctoc 
eould not oonsctentiously reconmiend ci^italists to go as high as $200,000 in an 
investment. , fr • - 

. Sometime since a bill in equity, as they call it, was^ filed before Judge Betts, on 
behalf of the U. S. against Jesse and * lArenzo' Hoyt, *Jesse and. Thos. Oakleys 
Thaddeus Phelps, &c, for the better protection pf Jesse Hoyt's, large estateil in New 
York, Maryland, and Illinois. Why didn't thejir indlude Goorgia, so as to emhraoe 
« New Potosi t" 

I believe I saw B. F.*Batler set-down aniong the borrowers of " the deposites" from 
the Manhattan Bank; and at the time that Hoyt got the coUectoro/e his (BuUer's) 
brother's name was not in the best possible repute in Wall street, owing to western' 
land speculations. $ 30,000 was what the brother^ Butler owed the Manhattan at the 
blowup. What then! John G. Qoster owed $ 258,426— Campbell P. White (who, 
Toted ror the removal to New York, i&c. of the specie, or was elsewhere on a divi-* 
Bton,) and son $ 172,498— Cames McBriie $75,790--ahd Thos. Suffern $57,698* 
These were directors, and. they borrt^wed over hflf a million of dollars. No mattei. 
The money would enable thetn to h81p the merchants liberally, at a rate somewhat 
belpw cent per cent. It was prober, quite proper, that C.*P. White should preside at 
the great Van Buren (1843J meeting in the Park, and he did so. Why were not 
Coster and MeBrid^ among the secretariee? The State, too, lent the Manhattan 

* It would aeem that negro slavery condemni toT>rotal ignorance the ^rretched blackt, while it fears even to In* 
lAmct tlia whites. There is very little immigratios to the siai*e ntnn •frun foreign countries, yet die census of 
1840, showed that (in roond numbersTlhere are in Tennessee 9S,Qf|l>— in l^rginia 59,00(V— in Georgia 31jM)0--io 
North Carott|ia57,00a-'in Kentaela|r 40,000— in Alabama 33,000--and in South Caroliua 90,000 free white persoM 
oatoh of them over twenty years of Ige, who can neither read nor write! The slair»>holding south tremMed whM . 
it was proposed to reduce pur postage ratea to Ave cents, although JBngland had reduced hen( to two. Youai , 
Van Buren's brother-in<^w, Senator MeDfiffle, opposed cheap postage and advocated the measni^ so ardent^ ^ 
donred by America's enemies, a dissolution of the IJuion. FaSlinv in th^t, we are to have more ignorance aac 


more slavery. Prae discussion must he pftt down by feroe in KentuclQr, lest her 40,000 illiterate whites shouk 
take a faney to learn their A, B, G— nuia riavery must extend ila arms over Mexico, in fiart, al the risk of a geu* 
ml war, in order that the slavo power of the sou^k may be able to offer a better bargain to its mock-democrati| 
irilies in the north, through whose means it has hitherto warred against A*ee instifntious; I do not wish to fbrm 
the slave stataa to alaolish alaVery— but 1 dislike to see Texas added to the vast aaea thus cursed. Slavery iii mu^ 
be, the deadly Ibo of intelligence and Amerieaa' freedom, and yet it leagues its interests with the worst of the 
■orthern politkkuy { and the Presidency, the Senate, the Supreme Court, the Army, and the Navy mow, but m 
iartmmenta to extend and perpetpate its power. It perpetuates ignorance in Uie aouth, and cheeks refbrm evoiy« 
where. South Carolina, through tier abje leader, Mr. OalHonn, boldly avows principles which strike at the voiy 
loots of the tree of liberty. I a^e fiiifth to adoaire in Mr. Calhoun, but his recent oorrespondenoe on slnvet>. 
Texna, fto.^ contains doe&iaes -ttore ahtfnuy upd^aeveru than the rerlast ariatocmt ta Sag uod would dan |o as 
kMwIodfa. 


* 1S3 TAN BfTRBN AND fTBS .'WASHIITOTON AMP WAERElf BANK. 

$ 700,000. .Who was it und^stood was to borrow that oat again, John*' Van- Bnren 
&hion t The report of March 14, 1840, is rather brief on such matters. . The Man- 
hattan tnade stock loans, too. .In 1836, they had $2,800,Obo lent ont to faYori««8 on 
fancy stocks pledged to the banks. Who can wonder any longer at the scramble there 
is to get hold of uie proceeds of taxation laid on the people, and at the interest that was 
*felt by the faithful to e:i(change C. P. Van Ness for that regular dealer and initiated 
democrat C. W. Lawrence? Barnabas Bates, pensioner of the Custom House, owed 
the Manhattan nearly $10,000—8. & M. Aliens $56,000— W. G. Buckper $27,000 
—and Robert White $20,000. The spoils vf fire carefully kept in the family. Gtnr'r 
Marcy borrowed of that reputable conc^ the New Hope Bridge Co., and B. F. Bntler 
left his i u for $ 5452 with the Baltimore Life and Trust Co. Robert White, the 
Gfshier, was soon after tried on a charge of petit larceny and embezzlement, and puf- 
loming the bank's loan book. Mr. Butler^ if I remember, was for the people, and 
Judge Ingraham charged the jury — they Sjpeed to disa^e — and perhaps the new trial 
is postponed to take its tnm after those of race, Hoyt, Swartwout, &c. 

The American Land Company was formed in 1835, and w^ a natural result of 
the successful scramble of Van Buren and his friends for Uie j[)08session of the 
national treasure in 1834. ,The Albany Journal quotes John van Buren, Silas 
Wright, Croswell and Bdrt, as among itft stockholders there. Charles BuUer, bro- 
ther of Benjamin F., was^a trustee. The intention of Messrs. Butler and Wright 
was .to buy &e public lands — the very best hf them — as cheap as possible — with the 


* UaeeuM aa if nothing that is conrdpt ih tha political world oonld be eonploted without Hoyt, Van Bores, or 
Batler liaTins a hand in it, tome way or othhr. In the early part of this Tolome are Butler't letten, reccmimend- 
inr Hoyt V$ Barker for a cariiier to the Bank of Niagara at Buffalo. I A«c Q. Lea|ie, Mr. Van Bofsn't editorof 
W Albany Aifiw, waa its lint CMhier, and the notorious ^Isoac Kibbe ita preaident, Ita parent waa Martin Van 
Boren. • * ^ 

On the 14th of Feb. 1816, the hUl to charter thia bank waa renrred to Jneob Barker and two others, in the K. 
T. Senate, to report. Mar. 8, the bill ij^comftuttee^Van Buren and Cantine roted for it— Barker kept below the ' 
b«r. It provided that $400,000 ahetld De tho\apital,lind the bank to iara^ ita uotea aa money whenever the dt- 
rectors, wikqp the bilttumedt should 'see fit— even before one cent had been paid up of the stock, which could be 
^ealledin * by instalments.* The bank to divide profits' among- ^the stockholders, who arere not to be respond- 
ble to the public for loA or mismanagement. The stock d istrib ution, as usual, was left to * our friends' as a ftt 
job ; if the bank failed it might stop and start afresh ; and ^^it (the bank) was not compelled to pay specie for 
lu notes. -^Fa The bill passed the SenatOMbut the Councirof Revision refused to agree to it, because it did not 

Stain a clause providing for the redemption of iu bills in gold and silver. April^lO, 1810, Attorney General Van 
>en, in Senate, said the bill was better without a specie-paying ckuse. and tried to persuade two-thirds of tlie 
lators so to vote, and nlbved to pass th^ bill in spite of the Coundll. (See Senate Journal, p. SS6.) The Senam 
^refused to do this, and the epede eUuse wis inserted. Van Buren again voted for the bill which became a bad law, 
pillagedthe farmers and traders, broke down in 1819, paid 10 or 12 cen<^ per dollar, and its cashier took the chair 
of Van Buren's press, the Argus. It started* again, its president was indicted for cheating, Bd-ker waa to haws 
$5»000 for procuring a 105,000 Joan to keep it agoing, but it brokf again before aid could get to Bufiklo. Kibbs, 
*|ta first president, was a BurritS, concerned in the frauds by which the Merchants' Bank Charter passed in ISOS, 
and one of * the \6b\fy.* Gen^rdi Swartwout writes, (Hw) " My Bear Morrison— The Dutchess must pass the 
House on Tuesday, and yours (the Chemical Bank] will pass the Senate on WednesdajT, certain. See Knus as 
•iwtt after dinner aa poaaible— he knows the oortb to.pull upon, and will carry jwa trtiwphantly through. Tow 
friend, Ron. Swabtwout/* - • ' 

Mr. Van Boron's bank initiated, the Buffalo people, who had become euch proficients in the mysteries that 
thirteen banks have broken down in that placb sin'ee, cheating the weaver of doth and the grower of wheat, wool; 
AOi^ out ofat least three millions of dbliars. ' » ' « 

In an Albanv Aigus^ extra, of Nov. iU, 1824, 1 find the report of a Joint eomaiC^ee <^ the Senate and Aaaanih^ 
of N. T. on thi Chemical Bank charter, Mr. Sudam, chairman, audit affords^ additional proof that the adnaiaistrap . 
tion ofjustice, the purity of which forms the foundation stone of American alitmitiona, needs the investigatkm of 
a Convention of the State. 

** Ivthe inquiry instituted by the committee, to discover if any member of the legislature bad been inaproMily 
influenced in his vote, it became necessary t<]).«umiM Mr. Morrison* and the agents emphwed by him. Ana the 
iridence thus elicited, is certainly far tro/a creditable to any of the persons elgaged, including Mir. Morriacn ; tt> 
nee men holding judicial stotiens, and others claiming rank in society, congngate at the seat <tf government,^ 
the purpose of letting themsdves out, foi*snoh rewardras may be eztortediirom the/eors or hopes of applierals 
to the legislgkure, must be a source of deep r^ret to all who respect the purity of legislation. But when it ap- 
pears that the votes of members of the .legislature are actKally pledged itf ike Lohfnf^ without the meet distant 
eommunication'wit^ them, and by these meant rumors are iproad abmd, implicating the legislature, and all lor 
the purpoae of extorting money from a desperate er timid man. it iMcomes the sacred du^ of the l^phlatave, to 
axpose to the public the names of the individuals, who are guUty. The testin«>ny discloses, the nomee of Wm. 
McDondd, now of Waterford. Col. Mather, ' of Rensselaer, Aaron Haokley, late first judge of St. Lawreaceb 
Halsey Rogers, first judge of the county of Warren, Ward B. Howard, of the city of New York, Isaac Kibbe, of 
BuflUo, Thomas Matchin, of Montgomery, Gton, Carpenter, of Ti<tfa, W. J. CaldwpU, of New York, A Moody, ef 
New York, Cornelius Masten, of Pen Yan, and Gen. Swartwout, offltw York. .... W^uX (in the opinioa 
of the connnittee) constftutes the moral guilt, and deserves to be severely oiibsurad, is the |n«etice of peraons 
legulerly meeting at Albany, from various parts qf the State, to moke it' a buomeaa to lend their aid */br ^«y/ to 
any application, and eppomMjf opplicalidna, unlenr they ore pmd to be ^coufaged or tirierated, thas obetrnctiiw 
m vMidar course of legidation,a]ld«aatingsi^|^ion alto t^^ . . . v Pow^JS 

ndeed must the c<msideration be, winch can inauce men of standing ia aociety to leave their familingftw a 'wlula 
^"SikWi and devote themadvasa for hire to the wfll of their employer." 
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doDosites, iiiniiBhed b^^.ihe people— and then aeU them to the people as high as poaai* 
ble. MiUiona of doUara were tons inyeate^— and private letten are now b^ore me 
stating the names of persons who would have eleaxed* mjBiona by the speculation, had 
not 1^7 aikd its events interfered. 

Lieutenant GoTemor Root, in his speech in the N. T. Senate, on the Snb-Treasnrf ,. 
7th Fefamaiy, 1840, thus describes tbis vast monopoly. , 

• 

'* A neat Ameriesii Land Conip«ny w«t |bnned» coMtoUnf of Oo ytt n igeat ofleonnd diair frkundi. Itaard- 
cIm of aMociatioD ware wriMen by the Atloraey GeBaral of ttie Vaited Bttm, [Batler] and Ida Ivother waa plat- 
ed at tiie bead of it as Preddent . * • 

B/ tbe ternyi of tbe Specie Circular, a reeeipt ftr ■oaqr paid Jato the T wa ai uy waa reoeiyable attbe lead efll- 
eetin pajnaent Ibr laada. * 


eetin payneni n>r laaoa. ^ 

There waa a bank at WaahliiatoB, knowtf aatfal B^ •f the Metropolia. Thia bank waa in bed repeta. te 
alock waatgreatly below oar, and it wai undentood to Se in danger of ftdlure, when it waa taken aodar the pr^ 
taction of ffovenunent, m made a depoaite Bkak. TB* ttoek, mneh of which had been boof ht la by the apeca- 
latora. who were in the Mcret, at a low rmtrnJatimmAimttAv «««« oo bimI *«mii 9(i ma* «An* aWmta •»•* 

A draft on thia Bank, made by one 
loaded on t9 a carman'* cart, taken eon 
km retamed without beinr unloaded. 

The certificate was good nw land. The Yankee ipe^nlatora, with their pocketa AiU of eaatera notea, oonld 
not boy an acre. The company with their ipecie certificate!, could purchaee all Chicago, and the snrroandim 
country. Other fpeculaton were compelled to bay off thk *Americe<LliendjDoBip ay.' Eeeteni notea ware 
worth BM»re thaa ipecie, far eachaage waa in flnrotof the Atlaatic cttiea.^bid there aa another qpeealatioa.'' 

Of .conise the Aineriean. Land Company did not settle their landflH-thej only took 
tiie Irish Middleman's place, and held their purchases at a high "price for the tiamen* 
sons to buy uo, and settle. ' Within twelve months^ twenty'7our millions of acres of 
the public lanas were bought on speculation, muoh ^ it by this combination of avari- 
cious harpies. Th^ usual quantity Isold in'a year is one or two milUoos. 

BaiJc rresiflents, Cashiers, and Dkeclors, in great numbers, joined the vile cos- 
cem ; and the peopfe's money raised from? them by taxation at the Custom Houses, 
. was thus mfde the meani of taxing Uiem over again when they emigrated to the west- 
ern wilderness. Van Buren's hand was felt everywhere. 

I'homas Jefferson was originally'rich — his father was also opulent. He and Madison 
and Monroe left office and died poor. Van ^uren started with low gunning, and party 
machinery as a capitaT, in lieii of money — ^Aaron«Burr,.who wjs the fathjBr of the Man- 
hattan Bank, bein^ his tutoi^and he is npw immensely rich. Li 1810, he found it 
necessary to boi}row $ 1000 from tfie* State, which was not paid in 1824, nor tiie inter- 
est. You may now go for 60 miles round Kinderhook, 4U)d evei\ jap to Oswego, and 
you will be continuaQy meeting with his ftrms, lot^&c. Ferl^ps he is worth the 
equivalent of Samuel Swartwout's default, tn early jronth he was the poorest of the 
pooi^-his father kept a small public house. Had he risen bjr other means than I have 
described, who would not honor him^?^ 

Mr. John Van Buren is now most active, in his CMpadty of Attorney Greneral, 
endeavouring to brin^ to punishment the anti-raters of Columbia, Delaware, Albany, 
and Rensselaercounties, as traitors, conspiratofs, murderers, ftc. Did not lus father, 
when an Attorney at Hudson, do much towards lairing the foundation of these troubles^ 
by assuring the ffLrmers that their landlords* were in ^ror, and canvassing for Senator 
in the Middle District against, £• P* Livingston, in 1811, as the champion of thes^ ten- 
ants? In 1830, a sketch'of Mr., Van Buren's lifjp, by Butler, appealed ih the Albany 
Argus, in which the anti-rent difficulties, of 1807, feudal tenures and a- '^ particular 
hoirtili^" to van Buren, by the Van Redsselaers and Livingstons, were adverted to, 
and their '* baroni^ prerogatives " sneered at. ' Mr. Van Buren is said to have fanned 
the flame hj anonymous enays in the Hudson papers, in which the title of the Livings- 
tons to their manor lands in Columbia county Was vehemently attacked— and then to 
have appeared as the lawyer and champion of the tenants in the courts, there contesting 
tiie claims he had advised them *to set up. Finally;, he is charged with deserting them 
mid producing' the ruin of many of them after he. had, in May, 1813, attained his ob- 
ject of a seat in the Senate through their votes and influence. This may be true in 
whole or in party or it may not. 

On this subject, the Northern .Whig and the Hudson papers of that day throw much 
tight— -and I will more* fully discuss it in another publication. One extract /rdm M« 
Northern Whtg, copied also into the New York Herald, and the Evening Post of Oct. 
21, 1813, may suffice here/ Judge Van Ness presided at the Circuit Court in Colum- 
bili county that month ;^^ District Attorney (Qmiine), was absent: 60 or 60 persons 
~ 5^*a their fanns for refusing to pay rtfit ; the dierifTs posset was ordered 
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out ; Charks .Tfuea^e wto «iifft ; ^IjTjjLkiBflpn. V9» sent four, years to jail ^r shoot- 
ing him; John Rnyaofda, »niiHrislt«l<li*«^ss heavily fined, and also imprisoned ; and 
anti-rentism ▼ery-sdrerely putUflji^^',* !» v. ' 

Thomas P. Groavenor appeared for the .State as prosecutor. He had heen tnmed . 
out hy the Comieil of AppcfintVejti; aA^lAioaea I. C^p^ne^ Van Buren*s brother-in- 
law, appointed as the district at^etiiey •^yiF^mbia.Greepe, and Rensselaer comities, 
in Feb. 1811. Moses was looking i^.a-sbatan the Senate, needed popularity, got the 
seat, and a poor instrument for bwfc eaw tft r-W made. fVan Buren then transferred him 
to the Argus, .*-•%.#:* .V . ..» 

Mr. Van Bnien, like Cantine, waa:ahl^p^yit|'tl^: trying moment when his clients most 
needed his aid— and of this we copy Tei^tim -Mat ^e find in the Hudson Whig and the 
N. Y. Post, te follows : * t •; / 

f .• • 

** It la the general received opinioii, tad hn ever bopn our own flm belief, thAt these people hare been cperm- 
ted vpon by othen, whoee atuatioii in lift, and whoae doty to jfCMtT, had demanded <» them a very dioerent 
line of oonduet from what we believe lb haye been piuraued. .That tnia opposition in the Manor has originated 
in politics, it &■ our AiUest belief; and that they copsider certaih headers of the democratic party in this city as 
ikeir patrons in this business, would rapear maninst ftolki^ oonversatipn wl|ich took place during the sitting of 
the court ; but in order to relate wh{ph, we must Crst state another fact, to wit— that Mr. Van Buren, the Coun- 
sel for the Manor prisoners (andjlenator elect from .this district) when these trials eame on, was taken very 8ud> 
denly ill and did not come into court fl|ain until they were all over. The morning on which Mr. Van Buren was 
taken ill, Mr. Jeremiah Shaver, the brother of John I. Shaver, *on being informed of it, said in the presence of 
five or six peasons, tMit he told Ms ^otA«r months ofo, thai tkit would be the ease, when it come to tke pimeki 
tlht that detil hfdooiU would abamdou tkom. On beug Inquired of who ne meant by tkot dovil tfdovUf, -be re- 
plied, M%, Uua'fiUow FoM /tarot. We mention ^iS, not to innilt Mr. Van Buren, or to accuse him if he is not 
guilty i but if the Manor people consider him as their patron in this business, and he really is suck— it is proper 
uat the public should have a right impression upon tiw subject 

'^There were twenty six persons indicted at this court foe negl^itf to go out upon the pes^e into the Manw 
after being summoned fi>r that purpose, who were fined from 15 to 95 dollars each. There were also 90 or 60 
persons e^tsd at this court from their &rms upon the M^or, for refhsing to pay their rents." 

Report assigns to Mr. Van Buren the autiiorship of so much ot^ilas Wright's mam- 
moth message as relates to the anti-renters: If so, let this chapter, and the recent tzials 
at Hudson, be taken in the same connection.* 


CHAPTER XXX. 

t 



Cha^ L. LtvingsUnif a gentle jiidge, 

A coarse, of life, not very unlike that of Jesse Hoyt and John Van Buren'a, sent 
John G. Kemble« a. Senator of N. Y. to an 6af]y grave, two years ago, in the insane 
hospital. **He jgiew up," aays Noah,'" a proteg^ of Oovemor Marcy," and while 
Senator was also/ editor and owner of. the Troy Budget, formerly conducted by Mr. 
Marcy. , HA took his seat in the Senate in Jan. 1834, fl(hd in a apeech on the Harlaem 
niiroad, the year following, said that it was begotten of a Jew, bom of .a Jew, owned 

5r Jews, &e. Noah rephed b^ charciHg him with ofihring to sell hinnelf to the U.S. 
ank, and of being bought with his Beat in the Senate by Yan'Bq^en's friends. This 
Kemble denied. " Doe9 any man. in his senses," ssdd Noah» " suppose that Kemble 
and Mack [a hungry, plunder loving tool] coula be elected-genators without an order 
from the Albany junto ?" 

Mr. Kemble, and Isaac W. Bishop, another State Senator — ^both of them devo* 
^roted followers of Mr. Van Buren— were charged in March, 1836,. with fraudulent 

* I had written thus ihr, when I met with the N. Y. Evenin* Post ef Sept. 6, 1845, statinr that tibe triad of Dr 
Boufhton. otiao big-thunder, an anti-renter, was proceeding Wore Judge J. W. fidmonda atHudaon— A. I^ Jor^ 
don for the defence-John Van Buren, Attorney General, for the people— wheuj in the moTuing, in open court, a 
tente arose between AcM lawyers, Jordan called Van Bpren a Uar, Van Bured struck him, botli rom ^ 
fought with their ftsts, the judge ordered the sheriflTto arrest them, a<iyourned the court and trial M Ihhm ud 
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Mock speealstionB, and beinff oonoexned wttb dhe Bmttfw^ a caahieiir in an Albany liaak, 
wko had plundered it and abscbnded. It 4n» said that nj^ite a bill was in promas, in 
1835, for elttendin^ the time to Qqmpr^e tbe Harlaem railroad, these two Senatort 
resolved to dislay itspasaaffe until they oou]<f buy some of the atocic at a reduced rate. 
Their Totea did that, and dhey went to N^w York anc] p^rebaitod — ^then Uiey let thd Mil 
pass. How far Jesse Hoyt and his lyibther Loreo^ ^ere interested, if at jJl, in thia 
moTe, I know not, but Bishop told ^er Senate, (Feb. 80, 1836) that he had had no 
niideratandin^ with any body, eitherlq %urry or hinder the bill, * exeenfr that Lorenzo 
Hoyt,^ an nUmuUg friend «/ iu$f sjAjJte p him 'when the hiU was reakf far its final 
passage, and earnksdy destrfSif ta^Mayed,'^ and that one Hitchcock had said to him 
that he (H.) ^ns employed to t|6l9^!^t. 

Lorettj'the Bank Teller, te^pped irt^dnate, that Cashier Bartow, before tl^e pasaafe 
of the btU had told- him that Ko'h&d* an understanding with Senators Bishop and ifem^, 
that they would raise "such objeetitoa» \xk the bill as would blind the eyes of the New 
Torkers as to its passage, until 'theyiiadrirot thiiigps to' suit themselves, nnd then th6 
bill would pass. The Senate publish^ Bfbhop and Kembie's eight letters to Barto^, 
and they much reaemble the style of Attorney (General Van Buren's eighteen ffamblinff 
epistles. Bishop speaks of « the result ef the Utica stoc)c which Hoyt was to deliver,'' 
but whether for himself or Van Baren is not stated, "John W. Edmonds, then m 
Senator, and whom Silas Wnght has just made a judge of, was also concerned. 
Bishop writes Bartow from New York, May S5, 1835, ** if we have been sncked, I 

extremely regret it was n6t to a much ffreatei^ extent , We haT6 

about $dp,000 of Berkshire. EDMONDS, yourself and me. ..;... you 
need not fear that we are aucked." Three weeks before that, the Directors of the 
Commercial Bank; Albany, state, that Mr. Edmonds, though he had no funds in the 
bank to meet it, drew a c^eck on thbnr for $ 500(f, in favor 'of his brbthet,«.Ca8hier 
Edmonds, whidi the latter made payable to Olootl of the Mechanica and Farmen. 
On the 9tJi of May, upon Bartow, the abscondifie (Iffioer'a request, the $ 5000 were 
paid by the officer of the Commercial, though' ^Edmonds had never had any account 
there. On the 'Oth, Bartow endorsed on Edmonds's check, that $ 1000 had been 
receiTed by hint from E. on it, and Edmonds ex^aumed the matter to the bank by a 
long story about stooks and scrips, in whibh He was probably correct. Bishop and 
Kemble appear to hi^ve agreed that Bartow shoirid lend them the funds of the bank 
eeeretly to speculate on, for the benefil^ of the three, just as Hoyt and Swartwont 
speculated on' the' funds of the Custom Houise. ^emlne writes Bartow, ^Olcott and 



" have all our stock on hand, so that we can sell It if we think proper, or otherwke 
RIPEN A COMBINATION." ^AP^ thia man was ^en. KPa Senator of N. Y. ! ! I 
In May and JunCj Kemble and B»hop's chedks were paid by caahier Bartow, who,, on 
the 28th of Sept. made a false credit on th^ bank beola, of a pretended deposite of oaah 
in the bank of America: « 

The "combination" of the /Senators and others to raise the prices of the Hailaem 
stock, is coirectly described in the Senate's Cohimittee'a RefMirt, April 36, 1836, aa " m 
oeeret and artfhl o^spiracy to.cheut." \jl. this case it raised th^ stock to $ 105 per 
share — and when it failed, down went the stock' bel9w $80 — ^the result maybe inferred. 

In the N. Y. Circuit Court, on Jacob* Barker's trial, N. Y. Evening I'ost, July 6, 
1627, Barkpr asks Joseph D. Beers, another of the fraternity of stock-jobbers with whom 
Wetmore, Hoyt, and ^ the p^rty" have been long intimately connected— 

** Did jott ever mU itoek ob eootraet, and mU it witliont owning it? Teg, frequently. To whitt^aBoaatl 
Not yery Imrge at any one time. Do others do it ? Tea. Is it a oommon practice among^rokera and Stockndeil- 
flra f It ia. Sometimes to larce ainounts? Say three or foar 'hundred thousand dollars? Tes. Wbethw Ao 
•mount be large or small, ia it nfte other business, only the difference between a wholesale and retafl dealer I 
That is all. i&e not such contracts entirely rmlateid by the prospect of profit % I make no other calciulationt 
llism whether or not I can fiilfiU to advantage. Is it not yrerv common to settle such contracts by paying or re- 
ceiving tbe diflbrenoe without there being any stock r^eivea or delivered ? It is very oommon to settle in that 
way »» 


Seth Staples immediately said, and said tmly— ^' I think it a villaihous transaction." 
We perceive one of its results in the Harlaem stock combination. Fraud caused the 
ruin of thousands— and Senators, the protectors of innocence, were foremost to prey on 
th e unwary] I do not see Edmonds's bune in the te9fimony on the combination— hp^ 
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WW he not the confedef^te oi three of the chief opg^pir^ton, engaged with them h&s^j 
in «todE-jobbing,? Arejiot.^^e $6,000 check, ai^* t)ie $ 20,000 Berkshire, curioiiB 
transactions, all things fiOQ^idered — and of a.o^^, tj»p,.of whom Mrs. Butler had said-^ 
*' So far as pauperism is a qutdification and'recbmiQi^dation to the fay or of a party, 
snrely you will |[ive i|i.. Ipy* [E|' John .W. EdmQnd^,vwho when ^e wrote was Yaa 
fiuren's decided leader in the ^nate of New Yofk. j ^ 

Mr. Alexander H. Lovett^ the T^e^of the C^mi^icialcBank, did not run away with 
Bartow. He gave md^ncey Mareh^3,*183^,. io Senate) «that he paid Bartow's chedu 
on the bank, knowing' he had no funds, an4> falsely •^^^i;^ ^ishop and Kemble's 
checks *' AS THE BILLS OF OTHER BANKS, '\frortApril 1836 until September. 

I do not wonder that the Long Island clerk puM 60,t)(^ (f the Brooklyn BaaiL mone; 
in his breeches pocket. When he found that LoiiFelt ^ifas retained by the Albany Comr 
mercial, what might he not eXj^ct to 8ucceed*inJ • •'^h^^Dtreolors kept Lovett, and in a 
late Albany Evening Journal, we he^ of his ep§]Gp^ion«to;BaiEtow's successor that when 
these villainies of 1836 were transacted he YOKi it)%e4»|l{e*bank of *$ 4000, and that he 
}iad kept on, cheating the ill-managed conc6i^, ti]l his robberies had got up tof 40,000; 
and had forged daily statements in the Teller's books, speculated largely in the lottery, 
and was now ready to, shoot himself, &c. Oficourse, he was held to bail, and being of 
the Hoyt, Sw^woot, Price, &c., class^ it is presumed (sA Butler said of Faunileroy) 
that New York justice will not reach him. * His connexions are too respectabie to alliw 
. him to be treated like common vulgar persons, • When he saw Charjes L. Livingston, 
Hoyt's particular friend, and one of Swartwout's bail, willing to sit with Isaac W. 
Jiishop in Senafee— willing to own that corrupt senators may, be sent back to receive the 
judgment of their electors-twilling to vot^ that Bishop '' had been guilty of moial and 
official misconduct ' — and unwilling to vote that he *^ is unworthy of a seat in this body, 
and is hereby expelled," who can* ii^onder at iiis subsequent career ? Kemble, like 
Jasper Ward, decently withdrejv from the car^ Of l^islation, but Senator Livingston 
thought that Bishop, though *' guilty of m^rai and official miscondnct/' was a good 
enough judge in the courts of impea^ments and errors,, and in Senate, where judges 
are made and disallowed. ' ^ 

If the history of our Bank legi^ation in 1806, with its blows, knock-down?, whole* 
•ale bribery, and foul atrocity, could Ibe plaeed'on Uie table of ev^ry'man and woman in 
our State, it would be seen at a gieace that the Chemical BaiJc, Looibard Co., Bishop 
and Kemble, Hoyt and other, transactions of tur day^ are but df^msy repetitions of the 
stock-jobbing jcommeneements fort jr years since. - If I can but aid in rouBinjg the manly 
virtue, of the millions to inpist on a real remedy, I will not have lived in vam. 

Livingston and his friends resolved to stand by .^eir colleague. Bishop, and Yonng 
and Van Schaiok resigned, with a wish^hat they had had the pow'er to mark tlie face 
of each member of t^e majority of Ihat day pro boiw publico. ' 

It was probably as much pwing to Bennett add Noah, e^iecially the former, throngh 
an article written by himself y ^n Sept. 18^, thai' Attention was drawn to thisafl^* 
Bennett' and Noah had quarreled with Van ^Buren and his followers, their natural asso- 
ciates, and having made them feel their influence were' received bacK into the Kindechook 
jungle^ where we may av well leave them. t s 

The Commercial Bank dost $ 122,019 by Bartow's finuds: besides $ 17,380 on fa]s| 
credits allowed Edmonds and others, iirludi the directcas expected to collect ''by legv 
enforcement or otherwise.'' ' ^ *^' « 
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» 
Cuaiom Hmut Bmildert. WaUom E. Lawnnu. PoUtiet amd CimaU. WaUm Bowum md 
ih€ 7th Ward J^nk, Sifkmea Sjdary fit CornmUnmtr. $87%560 of CmUom Hmue D^O' 
ntu. Vam Bwn% CmnU. JBoiom and Morgt» on N, 7, Banking. 

Hk name enrolled with the. other worthies of the ¥ an Buren schooly we will find, at 
the State CgiiTentione, held someWhofe beyond Little Falls, Mr. Watson £. Lawienoe. 
Mr. Lawrence dealt in oement, but tiie cement which keot him, like Cornelius W., 
straight in the -democratic path, wa8j>robablY of a more adhesiye character than that 
with which he supplied the Custom flouse of N. Y., a structure which cost $ l,30Q,000y 
including the price of the ground on which it wis built. Although Watson* £. was not 
the lowest bidder among the burners of water lime he was (as Quackenboes would say) 
*' with us in politics." ' 

*' Gentlemen," said Thomas T. Woodruff, the builder, to the Comnussioneni, a 
man in whose skill they declare to the Secretary of the Treasury diey haye the* 
fullest confidence — *' Gentlemen," sain he, Nov. 4, 1834, '' The cement now using at 
the Custom House ia a v&j poor article, «nd not fit to be used. I have made expez»- 
ments with at least ten different bags — some better than others, but NONE of it is fit 
for use." 

The Commissioners, Waiter Bowne, Elisha Tibbets, iand Daniel Jjackson, knew 
more about cement than Woodruffs Him they ;remoyed, but stuck fast to Lawrence, 
who was paid $ 90,000, nearly, for Ais cement, with some prolt, let us hope, to himself 
and family.* 

In the Legislatnre of N. Y.f Aasembly, Jan. 14, X837, among the petitions- presented 
was one from Watson £. Law7ence> Daniel Jackson, and others, tor a charter to the 
Washangton Bank, to be located in New 'Xork. The CdntkUctor and Commissioner 
must haye had money to lend. 

On the 4th of July, 1837, Lawrence -was a leading^ signer of the letter sent by the 
Consenratiyes to Senator TTaMmadge. In Augult he was Chairman of the Coi^ee- 
ponding Committeh of ^at party in New.Yoxk, and in pnrsaaoce of instractions- from 
John L: Graham and George^. Str(Aig^^frrote*t6 Allen of the l^^adisonian for his prin- 
di^es. *' Conseryatiye " was the answer, on which W^tton £. and his friends warmhr 
recoqamended the Madisonian to all good eonseryatiyes. ^^ 

Time works wonders. Watsoiv E. began to see that*pb)^er haying passed to M. Van 
• Bnren, Jesse Hoyt 6c Co., they had yeered round for the present to the hard-moneyy 
anti-monopoly, loco foco side. Accordingly on the 36th Sept^ at a I5th ward meet- 
ing to choose delegates', dec., at which Watson £. wal one chosen, Jesse Hoyt beii^ 
president, Barnabas Bates [Custom House,] and £..G. Sweet [Custom House,] passed 
resolutions, approying of **Th^ Message ^[ in toto, and resolying ** that tfie monopolf 
oonsenratiyes cannot delude qoa deceiye the democracy of this ward "—that Bank and 
State must be disunited— that the yast emissions of paper by state chartered banks had 
done mischief— and that hard dollars must be paid^for reyenne. 

Mr. Watson £. Lawrence is a fair specimen of Van Bureoism. Like O'Gimlet^ 
finger post, he is ready to be turned round any way, [proyided he can continue con- 
tractor for Custom. House cement.l 

Walter Bowne, say^ Coleman or the'«£)(ening Pos^ was oiiginally a federalist, but 
afterwards a director of the Manhattan Co. He was en the Grand Jury, in 1805, when ( 
k thwarted the corrupt legislature of that year, and would not ifind a bill against Cheet- 
ham for libel in exposing the- bank bribery to which Senate and Assembly had suo- 
cumbed. In 1816 he was elected to the Senate of New York, where he unrortunately 
fell into the toils of Van'Burenand Butler, and joined 'the Regency. The Post saya 
he was dressed in a suit of green, and looked as i^ he- would speidK, but didn't. 

He looki M win, bo grare, lo wondrous frim, • 

Hit voqr ihadow aeeiiia afraid of him. 


After the Chemical Bank knayery had been exposed he yoted to preurve tha 
charter, and when Clmton's wisdom and patriotism had almost completed the Eria 
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Caaal, Bowne Yoied to expel him from the Canal Board. He fathered Bailer's fcpoi# 
against nominations by the people, and was one of 17 Senators who prevented the elec- 
tion of president going to the people, in }8d4. Of course he was for Crawford, and 
Anti-J^son, though when the latter got power, no meaner prayer reached him for a 
share of public plunder in the shape of depositee, than that signed, 16 Dec. 1833, by 
Walter Bowne, president 7th Ward Bank, and by W. S. Coe, Henry Ogden, J. A. 
Whiting, 6^ Hopkins, fte. directors. *' We, ^e.^ friends Sfthe adminMraum, and of 
the revered chief at the head of the government^ do solieit a portion of the fiscal patronage 
qfthe U. 8, lYeasury, for the 7th Ward Bank." They got it, too. 

The 7th Ward Bank got a legislative charter in 1839, Walter Bowne, President— 
tnd when the new Custom House was to be built. Congress voted money ^ provided fat 
.commissioners, but prescribe not their duties. Walter Bowne was made a commi*- 
sioner,*and disbursing agentf Van Bureft's influgnoe secured to his beak the job of ra * 
eeivipg from the treasury and paying out in its notA the money for the Custom Housai 
From Feb. 1834 to Dee. 1840, $ 878,^00 passed though the 7th Ward Bank— and ber* 
flid^s the compensation to Ringgold, Jackson^ T^bbets, and the other commissionexBy 
Bowne had $ 8 per day ^Sundays and week days, winter and summe]>-*-in all, from 
$ 16,000 to ^S6,000 were paid hinrby government for his occanonal attendance, at the 
* oeolion of this heavy, clum^, inconvenient job^ 

< Paid him ' ^d I say ? That's wrong. He took it. Walter Bowne, as C<»D'r« 
waiting for no otner Com'rs to sit on his' iniUvidual bills, for form's sake, if not for d^ 
oeocy, audited thei|^ himself^ receipted his own biils/>handed liis voucher to himself, ap* 
proved of it. and gave himself, as Com'r, a check on his own bank, where the cash lay, 
which his clerk entered at the Custom House, and bis teller, (R.-S. Bo¥me— all in one 
ftmily) paid at the bank|. Friend Woodbury todk care that the bank should, Hke Saa 
and ^* Jessika," be weln>n>vided with " the fiscal patvnage " it had so greedily oraved. 
In Dec. 1834, it had $26,000 of a balance on hand~$ 120,000 in Jan. 1836— in Joij 
• 00,000— and on 3d Sept. over $190,000. Of course^ a job was intended, for, of $70, 
$00 drawn from the treasury in Feb. 1834, $26,000 remained in Dec, and $11,000 next 
year in Maidi! Wheft $30,000 lay in 9ank, Sept. .3, 1836, $100,000 mor^ wexe 
drawn for by Walter and deposited—and of this, $ 50,000 to $.60,000 were on haftd, or 
lent to speculators with whom there was the riffht understanding, till July 1837. When 
this wretched concern refused to ^af specie n>r its bills or dlhef debts in May 1837, il 
had of Custom House building cask, $ 60,000, and got $ 50,00^mor6 in July thereafter I 
Goanrupt, greedy, dldio^iestly ambitioul tj^en ^^ck to Van Buren, because they saw, that, 
let public prosperity sink or swim, he would s^ that his legion of followers had a soy- 
feit of public plunder. Don't soppoee that on these depositoa a cent of iliterest was 
F«d.* • . ' 

. In Nov. 1834, Geo, D. Sm>ng wrote the Corners, desirmg that a part of the Custom 
House building .money slight be left. for safe keeping at his bank, the CommerdaL 
Bowne knew better. Not»one tloUar ! - * 


* Tilt reader may Aink. perhaps, that I have ipoken nidstoo little reipeet of raeh a vener a b l e and boaond 
eMsen ae Mr. Bowii»-4>ut » it eo > Thaak heaved, I am fireeflroai the euapielmi of meliea» Ibr in bo ioxm had 1 
at any. time any dealing with him. Let the ahoTO eketeh he consideied, hewoTw, and then add the fkct tiiat dm 
Tammany Hall mmual address, previous to the.Nov. elections of 183d, Messrs. Bowne and Jolm L Morgan lest 
imeh sentmients as are quoted below, the sanction of their Aunes and presence at Viee Fresideirts at ^ 
irkieh adopted them, llvm. M. Fvioe being chief ipeafcmr (previous'to hie GaUie Kegira and abdication.) 


** We cooaider privileged fraiid and privUeged credit aa qnaonymons terms expressing one identieil eviL 
. ^. The Bank has committed a privileged fraud in ezaofiBg interest upon- its own debta, and in thus rdndi 
tfw creditor a debtor. .... That thei099 banking companiea should |>e content with^thisobi^uitoaa, bo 
Itm, absolute, and irresponsible power of iraud. without combining to usurp the legblative and e^wcutive pow« 
*8 of the general government, #ould seem- to be but a resonable request. .... By securing the payment 
Snd disburse^nt of the aationahjrevenae in the repttbli<^ coin, we keep a still gmler .amount or the true sc«m> 
^ard of valne in the country, and tilius better enable those fraudulent inatUatiMU, tM banks, to redeem their pron^ 
Ma than they could if left to the self-<]^tructiveneae of their own operations.'' . 


Mr. Bowne presided where it was fai plain'terma reaolved, that hiaTth Ward Bank wee a •'dangeimM and ft«»> 
dulent** concern— 4t8 notes a cheat—and the banks of the Union, as conducted by such as he, swindling iliatxt^ 
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CtlfltDin House inloutes, BuUdiog Com'n office, Aag. 6, 1838.^-*«'PfeeeBt Wafttfr 
Bowne, £8q. — Ordered fby Bowne] that the following checks be drawn [on Bowm's 
bank,] viz : For Walter Bowne [that's me, too !] Senrices from 1st of Jan. to Ist Aug. 
11696. And •< Services," 1 Mar. '35 to 15 Ap'I. '37, 666 days, at $ B, $ 5328. Dec. 
15, 1840. ** Services," 441 days, at $ 8—$ 3528. Delightlixl simplicity i What did 
they give him as bank president ? How much stock did he cet td make 15 per ct. oat 
of at commencement ? What sum was he to*draw out of toe funds to share with, or 
did he share? Upfight, eonsittent^ democratic Walter Bowne ! 

Walter was nephew to Robert Bowne, who .kept his store in Qu^en street. New 
York, nearly sixtyiQ^eait ago. His family were Quakers — ^he is, ther^re, it is pre* 
sumed^a Hickory Quaker, like G. W. Lawrence. In 1828 he was appointed Mayor 
of New York, and held the office five years. His dangbter is the wife ot John W. 
Lawrence of Flushing, and his. son Nathan is reported to be very rich. 

Mr. Bowne is not too generous. It required two thirds of the senate of N. Y. ia 
Feb. 1824, to pass a bill, to give public relief to many desQrvins persons whose pro- 
perty was burnt and destroyed last war->-and 'the Assembly had passed such a bib, 
Twenty-two Senators said Yea when It cftme to. them^ Walter Bowne and two others* 
•*Nay." 

Walter was a delegate to the bucktall convention at Herkimer, in 1828, whieb 
nominated Van Buren as Governor. I wish the people would'look as steadily to the 
great interetts of the many as tUis old man does to the n^rldly gains of ** Mr. Walter 
Bowne." 


CfilAPTER XXXII. 


Mtventu Ritwmt at N, Y. Jffcy/'« EnAtMnUmntM. Daring aUm^ to dtfroMd th$ U, 8. 
out of $63,000. ,Ogden and PkiUwt'9 ameialnunt of Swartvfoat't conduct. MiUioM of 
defalcations not yet iop^d into. Why should we seek to trace them t The Nopal qfice^ ly 

Coe and Throop, a base deception, Fleming's evidence, 

• - » 

After all Ae attention which, with the* infopiatidn before mOi I oojold give tlie 
ipiestion, I have come to the conclusion that there are powerful reasoBs for further 
enquiry whether Mr. Hoyt's embezzlement of (he public revenue has been limited 
to $ 220,000t^d ppward ; whether he, at «ame time receiving- an iaeoine of over 
$ 40,000 a year from his office, did not connive at y^ t greifter errors ? 

Jesse Hoyt collected in 1839, from $ 47,113,697 wpith o( goods subject to various 
rates of duty, 9 14,642,408. In 1640, he only collected* $ 6,990,643 'on $ 
of dutiable imports, which shows a falling off iil .duties at New York alone, of 


$ 7,651,765, or far more than ope half the aneunt received the year before. My 
opinion, after much eonndemtion given to the subject, and for soore reasons than I 
shall state here, is, that this is a false statement of the real revenue of 1840, and per* 
baps, in a lesser degree, of 1839. The No. of entries in Sept. 1840, was 3,930*«iQ 
1839 they, were 3,753. « « • 

In 1827, the importations at N. Y. were, vidue, 941,441,000. In,1839, 997,078,000^ 
In 1 840, 9 56^846,000. 

Mr. Swiartwottt's cashier, was Mr. Henry Ogden, a shrewd, cunning, good* 
humored, active, business nuti« the brother of a late Attorney Qenersl of Canada-^is 
assistant was Noah's famous prqjtegd, Joshua Phillips. Between theih 9 600,000 re« 
ceived for bonds, remain unaccounted for at Washington— no one there knows that it 
was paid at New York — ^the cashiers at New York got the money, But what next 
became of it ? Mr. Swartwont . was a keen, sharp, crafty politician—matched Van 
Buren in his influence with Jackson, and was both schohr and accountant. Was he» 
too, ignorant as to this 9 600,000, add these defective returns? I doubt tl. 

Let us look back at Mr. Hoytt 

After three years, or thereabouts, of office, he was about to leave it, and as he well 
knew, a heavy defaulter. His previous xareer« was from early insolvency to recent 
Hockjobbing, baseless speculation, unprincipled politics, and great personal embanas^ 
17 * 
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Iii6n(»~hi8 companions were men of his brother's and Sir. Butler's cMvetdent monte 
••T^uiid the whigs coming into p9wer. 

The merchant pays the duties on his gobds to the Cashier, who l^eeps an entry or 
account of them-— before that, a duplicate of that entry must have been lodged with 
the Naval Officer as a check upon the Collector's returns of monies receiyed for 
|p)rernment* 

Between January 6th, tind February 8th, 1341, hundreds of thousands of dollars 
were4)aid in duties to Mr. Tallman J. Waters. He entered each sum in lus book- 
accounted daily (as he ss^s) to Mr.' ^^^t for the money— laid each entry in his 
drawer, to be»filec(wkh the othelrs beloiigmg to each 8hip--and.l)^tween these days 
IK>me twenty or thirty of these entries were stolen— one this* day, perhaps <tiro the 
next, so afi to avoid suspicion — the lowest entry stolen, showed duties paid $ 7(2— the 
highest $ 5,957. In all, Youchers for $i:^a,039 were taken in 33 days — ^Mr. Hoyt had 
received the money paid on these entries—and had it not been that when the quarterly 
accounts went to Washington, a Whig Secretajy, ** a new broom,** looked sharper 
ittto the retpm, as made *up from the^ impost book,* than easy Mr. Woodbury might 
Jiave done^or the thief wno stole the vouchers from the cashier*s office, proceeded 
regularly to the Naval Office, day by day, and carried off the duplicates— Jesse would 
have been $63,039 richer by the ** (^ration." But his weekly accounts, and quar- 
terly^ return, as made by himself and decks, differed — an enquiry was set on foot, and 
the attempt to rob thd treasury of these $ 63,000, was at length discovered. Had it 
succeeded it would have benefited^ one but Hoyt^^he would have cleared $63,039, for 
be had the cash, and not a cent of it had been charged to h)m on the books of tfaa 
government. It was a case, the veiy counterpart of the $ 609,525 received on bonds, 
except that in it the lazy financiers at Washington might have detected the rascals by 
comparing the bonds payable with the monies sent for bqpds paid, and on seeing what 
bonds were long past due and unpaid, and ihfi names of the merchants apparently de- 
linquent, further enquiry would have made aft clear. But Mr. Woodbury would not 
see— nor would Wolf the Comptroller— ndr the Solicitor of the Treasury — ^nor woithy 
Mr. Ogden the Cashier — nor Phillips his immaculate, deputy— and the Auditor did 
not see it. SoVe l^ave checks on error and fraud,, multiplied and do'^etailed, overpaid 
and useless. To cap the climax, Mr. Swartwout makes oath that he never got the 
money— Phillips, with Mke pietv, swears that Swartwout did get it. One thing is 
dear it did not '#0 into the United States Treasury, to b^ borrowed by Van Bureur 
Wright, and Butler, as the American JLian^ Company, and used to buy Western lands 
It government '|)rices, which the people^ might have had afterwards' at 500 per cent, 
profit on the outlay ! * 

The evidences in dQCUpient No. 212, H. of R., 2d Sess. 27th Congi^eiM, fhow veiy 
conclusively that the merchants* bpnds were paid at the Cashier's office— and neither 
oould he (Ugden) noi; his assistant show any receipts for the repayment to SwartwouL 
Now, if $ 609,525 bf mpney received on ))ond8 eould disappear from the cashier's office, 
is it likely that the cash received oh entries of dutiable goods would not also disappeas, 
l^y the hundred thousand ddlars, or the million ? ; 

Look at Fleming's evidence before the Conimissioners. He admits that his office 
(die auditor's) eoukl be no check, janless &e entry was placed on file, when paid to' 
the x;a8hie^-**and as to die Nava) Office^ (kept by Coe, Throop, ^.) it was a base 
firaud on community, as managed— 'keeping up a battalion of fat; well fed clierks, who 

Sere a pretended c];ieck on the collector— but no real eheck. Th6 law regulating the 
aval Office is excellent, but, like evenrthiag else, it is perverted by a pack of rascals, 
who if they don't get the penitentiary nere, will be sure of it hereafter^ 

That«the Naval Office shovdd check frauds and errdka, says the K. Y, Evenii^ 
Post, is undoubtedly true, but heretofore the busipess has been so managed [bj 
^' Throop, Coe, Hoyt, Swartwout 6c C9.] *^ as to render this department TvhoDj 

* In GoT*r. Van Bnran*! letter to J. Hoyt, Fob. 8, 1880, (pace 45^)- he Bdmits thftt • AocMt * saved us tSe HeAS- 
mr Conveiition' by gettiBg Enos T. Thiopp, an attorney, of t^urnga, nominated a« L. GorV, and ouaiing Col. 
Piteher, a worthy, upright, indep^dent fivmer, ^hom Koot had proposed, and who bad voted in CongresB, tai 
■ 1816, for the United States Bank Charter, and been appointed by the Regency a circuit judge in 18SS3. On the 
19th of March, 1829. Mr. Van Buren abdicated, an4 Throop became (de facti^ Governor of N. Y. SUte. In hit 
Message, Mr. V. B. said, *' If ample talents, and a souiadl discrinunating jttdgmentr-if integrity and aingleneaa of 
purpose, and truly republican principles, funash any just grounds for ezp^ting a safe administration of the gov^ 
ataneat, that expectation, I am persuaded,, may, ip the present instance, be fully ipdulged." Throop pretended 
to dasire the punishment of the nan irho made away With Morgan, but in hit Mts ha psotectsd 
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dependent on the 6ther.'* ** It was the practice of the Naval Office, prenona to the 
appointment of Mr. Towle, to certify all the aecounta of the Collector, even before 
they had receiTed the signature of tliat officer himself. This was neither a counter- 
signature, as it was intended to be, hor a checl( upon any errois in the accounts, aJ- 
thoagh it passed with others as a voucher of their correctness." ** In the case of ner- 
mits for the unlading and delivery of goods, it was likewise the practice to sign them in 
the Naval Office previous to the ngnatwe of the Collector, 4ind th A it was done with* 
Gtut any actual knowledge whether the duties had beeh paid or secured to he paid.-* 
• * . In a similar manner the business has been done with regard to draw- 
backs or debentures.*' , » 

Now it was honorable in the Evening Post to expose this most infamous conduct 
of its political friends*- but why d!d it delay the exposure till Mr. Tyler's commission 
had been printed ? Was there no fit time, ftom 1829, till Mr. Curtis, a political op- 
ponent, was in office in 1844 ? Look at the Naval Officer's oath, and say whether the 
Naval Officer's check only became necessary when Towle, the nominee of the letail 
rum-shop called Tammany Hall, was^placed alongside of the whig, £. Curtis ? e The 
salaries of the Naval Officer and his aids, and their other expenses, fees, dec, amount 
to more than 960,000 a year. Has the whole concern ^nly been a blind to enable 
knaves to plunder with more impunity from 1829 to 1841 ? If not— what else was 
it? The law of Congress of 1799 is good ; and by the Comptroller's circular of 1631 
the Naval OffiQer is required to keep corresponding accounts with the Collector, to 
enable him from his own books, to certify to the accuracy of the Collector's accounts, 
What avail gooo^laws while bat} men conspire to render them unavailing for the geno^ 
ra\ welfare? ' • 

The manner of Fleming tlie Auditor's evidence in 1841, implies a seeming doubt 
of the accuracy of the books of these C^sto'm HoOse Cashiers— and with reason. 
Waters might be honest, but what can be said for his' assistant, Bleecker ? If Wa- ' 
ters was absent did not Bleecker do the business-? He, the informer-general to Hoyt; 
the stapding witness, at N. V., Boston, Baltihiore, and^ Philadelphia; who did not 
tell Swartwout of the villany he professes to have kno#n, because **he.had no con- 
fidence in him!" Bleecker'8 own statement, pages 36 and 37 of Hoyt's. '* Let- 
ters," show him to have been long acquainted with Wholesale knavery by import- 
ers—yet he neither informed the treasury, the district attorney, the collector, not 
the naval officer, but waited' till Hoyt «pj)eared, anH then volunteered as informer- 
general— -prosecuted Hoyt for his share of the plqnder, was then dismissed, and 
relinquished the spoils, out oCthe ** Yorkshiremen," to recover them as Hoyt's second 
cashier! ' ^ ' 

Is there not the strongest reason for believing thftit entries were made, the money 
paid, and the entries cancelled, by some of the worthies described in this chapter, to 
the amount of millions, between 1829 and 1841? Look at the above faets«-«t the 
characters of the men — at' th^ opinions, 6f one oAtlier^st the ease with which 1000 
entries out of 20,000 made in a year .could have been, put on the fire— and at the con- 
fusion and shameful disorder in which the*, recordai^of the CustOhi House were pur- « 
posely kept — ^the important papers thaf were and continue to be missing — and doubts 
if you can, that millions An millions of dollars paid by the noerchants have been in this 
vay embezzled ! If $63,039 were very adroitly cancelled as credits in 33 days of the 
last quarter of Hoyt's incumben6y, and the theft dnly discovered thrbugh the change 
of officerk at W|ishin^ton, who can suppose that that was the only theft in thf pre- 
vious twelve years, under the indulgent supervision of Woodbury, Wolf, &c.? It-, is 
true, Mr. Duane was the man tb put down such practices, had they existed in 1833— 
but he was got rid of— and even Jonathan Thompson, a Tammany Hall democrat* . 

Though ft mere tool in Van Buren's hand*, and that too one of the meanest, the Safety Fund system and Uie Re- 
gency carried him into Geors^e Clinton's seat as GoTembr. rth|pk he was next appointed to an office in th* 
Btate Prison atAuburnt then to the Naval Office at New York, where he shameAilly nafleeted his duty, and 
lastly, s^t by Van Buren to Naples, as minister. ' This is one of those ezpensiTO follies whieh gii^tlBr in the eyes 
of corrupt tools of powec and make them the more ea|er to prostitute thetr talents in a dishonest cause. Throop 
was a regular stock-jobber— got $10,000 inCayuga Bank stock and $16,0(1) in Phceqiz, yieldinir nearly $4,000 profit 
at tearcy's estimate, beside othes Btdtkt. George B. Throop h^ other $19,000 of the Cayuga Bunk stock, tod 
Nath'l Garrow, theU. S. Marshal, $i0,00a George and Natirl were Com'ra to distribute it^ and they gave their 
brother-in-law, the Reg'r in Chancery, $10,000, Montgomery Hunt, Whose daughter one of them had married, 
$10,000, and their friend S. BeardsleyJIO.OOO, and I understand not a penny was paid on this stock f Tkey 
managed the job so as to control the Dadk, GFeorge B. Throop became cashier, and the directors borrowed •u.% 
niiUsh more than they had paid in. 
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removed, he not falliiig into " the line of «/e pi^aedenu" u e pnblie pickpocket, ofioi 
defaoker. • 

It may be asked— Could additional embeszlemei^ly be discovered now ?* I reply- 
Gut bcmo f There is no wajr to punish wholesale .rogues in this countnr* And eveo 
if vpu were to recover milttbns, they woold be squandered on army and navy officers 
wm have nobodv to fight y^th, distributed by Vice President Dallas among needy 
•enators, to pav the expense of journeys they never went, 'deposited in banks as a spe- 
culation fund for their directors, to 'trap merchants with, or wasted on some Indian 
warfare to be got up in Texas, to yield patronage to the executive. Who can hays 
forgotten the splendid bequest of Mr. Smithson, an Englishman, in aid of Education in 
Anjepca ? The $500,000 arrived at Washin^on. What became of it ? ^ bankrupt 
corporation in Arkansas, called the S«a] Estate Bank, sold Arkansas State Bonds to 
Levi Woodbuiy for the $500,000. Senator Sevier and G^n*l Williamson were the 
Commissioners fi>r the Bank-^they charged $14,000 'each for expenses and services- 
paid $5000 to a broker at Washington to do the business, and lent $8500 to persons 
in Mew York! These speedy leches were instruments of Van Buren — bot if 
Smithson had known die characters he was trusting^ I guess he would have put 
one clause jnore in his^wiU. Ifis gold' was sadly> reduced '^fous it reached the Real 
Estate Bank— -and when a legislative ebnimittee exammed the bank vaults, only 
$15,000 were found in specie. The debts due it were base and worthless ! Listen to 
the QloheS 

^P" *^ The millnns lavished on Ghdes end Seaton for useless printing and docn- 
mentary lumber to keep up their political and polluted concern, and to make good 
the terms of the coalition with the conservatives in furnishing support for their 
double-faced journal— the half million requirelS te^ complete the distribution job of 
Clarke and Force— the annual half milRon wasted on out of the way light-houses, 
cheating the mariner like so many wi11-o*-the-wisps along coasts— the millions sunk in 
throwing stoned in rivers and remo^ng sand or paud from hopeless harbors, making 
holes, to be filled up again -by the action of the tide, and the natural currbnts—sll 
these, and hpndreds of other sources of wasteful «nd useless expenditures, we 
traced*' to Martin VanBurm, it might have added.* What said Mr. Van Buren's 
oath ? That he would be faithful to the Constitution — and what does in enjoin! 
Speaking of bills, no matter for what pucpose— it says, of every bill, ** If he ap- 
prove he shall ngn it." Did he then approve, as his signature attests ? Undonbl* 

* I think, howevte, diot mveli infoimatioii eoald be had aa to other embezzlementt if die had men who have 
profited hy them were ousted. When a ship arriTei/h>m abroad the prodocee a manillMt, or detailed ttatemMl 
other f argo. The Inspeetoifjl retnhi ehe^ what part went 10 the owners, a^d what to the pvblie alore, ftr or 
aminatioo, or storage. The Surveyoiis assistant compares this return with the receipts and, permits. It is sIm 
compared with the entries and manifest— and as the manifbst itself might be compared with! the cockets, in dw 
ease of British vessels, thertf could be no- knarery, uqless knaves sat on honest men's stofilsL IKThy shonid s 
depBty eoliector sign aD> entry without maktig a minute of it in a'check book f Why should a Naval Oftcer 
make no immediate record t Why should it rest on the Aenor of a PhUlips or a Bleecker, or the /wm^ of sons 

Kbler in the Collector's chair, whether wboletele £k>aud or honesty shiffl prevail f I fanpeach no one. I ressoa 
I the mnltitWle of Ihdtk before me. Onathing is clear, those wlio do net want the knaveiy of Ibnner yesit 
4o see the light will find out notlyuiA Mr.nLoreozo Hoyt's principl<of injuring a fiiend, but never telling hia^ 
has its advocates, even In a Custom House« 

. I have expressed my belief that the |68,dD0 of entries abstracted in 1841 ara not the only onee. Look at Iv6s% 
•ndeace in the U. 8. Com'rs. report He states, 11th Dec 1841, « I was in the habit of payiiw Mr. PhiBips, tiM 
^S^^ cMj»*r, about $800 a year, and continued the same to Mr. Bleecker.'* He adds, that B. owed hU home 
Wn to 9^ for goods, and money lent, but wlien- he had charged these things to him he did not expect to gel 
S*r^^ t '.^"* ^ ^^ hsbit," Ives contbiues, ** of handing to Mr. Bleecker, assistant cashier, checks isitkMt 
MS fbr cash duties, instead of paylng^the money. These checks were held by Mr. Bledbker without the knotf 
!«S?i#r^'i._ 1^" ^ cashier, sometimes ten or fifteen days. It wa» understood bte#eea Mr. Bleecker sad 

9 Ifr. Wstairn.'* Waters speaks of 
of— aiid if Bleecker could keep s 

: bozf** either he must have withheld 

SSi*JE?'3:?i*T?*** ""57 ***" Waters, or there ceuld have been no daily settliknents and pajring orer balaacei 
5Sf«. -S i?u?* ^'*'*- *■"» this'vid other means of ihfoimation I have concluded that Waters wss sot 
^SwS*iS^V ^^ money— and that much4hat was wrong might have been done with a proper UBderstsnding 

^.^*!?5?!!!2*!?'**^/»*'^*^»™»«*>tk«"venue. - . 

thev wiJi^-^!S?Sj !I***™? ^"* **>• missing entries of Jan. 1841. he, (much astonished, of course) declsres 
S7bK£1S .Sl'^» JS"'"^ if J*"^ '^'^ to »»• rw"*^**. His memory, had it reachedM far back as Gilpm 
?K£f oS^Sr S»i^«7w!2i.***''''?*** hi,,t>f books, papers, important records, missing, not to be had-id 

ibV^!^il^J^^.i?3l* ?'*?»"«*>•. fw frSi flKyt's en^Ms, fer if was not nu?e out ai nUl 
^tA^S^^i^^t^^i?^.^J^''^^y'^'^^^'^* "dpaid bin: the cash baUnces. If ae, thecsA 
JS^SS^jSrW^I\^i ^'^^V^SL ^•-••»' ^ »■** quirterly return to Washington, tbat it wss s 
»»w WM HiS Ae^kl?SL2^^^ ^'' °»^"»« entries, aU entered and paiS te Hbyt by Vm. 

•Mrt iIi?t?£e?iJ5JtSJiS?I? WasWngtonf Wifl not legislators who hire kn<v« find it dlil^t* 
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edlj, for he was sworn to OBJECT and.rstum^evciy bill which in his judgment, wsp 
not for the people's interest. Bid he do that? Never in one instanc^^— but when 
upbraided for the wholesale venality, corruption and shameless profligacy of his ad- 
ministration, he replied through his 'annual message— that it was not the practice for 
presidents to object to bills for spending the people's money, on account of their ex- 
travagance ! Will not this man's name stink in the nostrils of foture generations 1 ! 
I believe it is a fact, that*from *37 to '40, Van Buren's estimates, or money asi^ed for 
public uses, was $89,000,925, Congress voted 8l^,190,l06i or 44 million)^ irtidi- 
tional. By the virtue of his bath to object if he disapprove^, he signed " approved" 
at the foot of every bill — as it would be an unusual tli^g for a president to check ex- 
travagance ! 


CHAPTER XXXm. 


Tke (hmmiitee 0f Congrets^ 1839 — their report. Mr* Von Buren pMdy athued of 
Hoyt and Cbe*s tniscaTuhict, Horace Greeley^ s prophecy, Mr* Bryant, The PoM 
jtutifies Hoyt. Official Incomes. Morris and the Post Ojfice bows. Hoyt po^setB 
$30,000 for a year {by mistake!!!) (Ms income. G. R. Ives. No jmmesa 
shown to the merchants. Wasson^ Shourt^ and the ^^pnmUged carts," Wsn 
Hoyt and the Government aware of Sioartwout^s speculations and embezzlements f 
PhUhps and Ogden. ComptroUer Wolf. The late Eckford 920,0fi0 verdict. H. 
ji. Wise denounces Woodbury. Noah*s Puff. Oefaulters and Speculators at CohtM" 
bus and Fort Wayne. HoyVs insolence. Cost and Character of the N. Y. Custom 
House. 

W'e have seen why Mr. Van Buren appointed Mr. Hoyt to the Custom House* 
The report of the*Committeo ofTDongress, 1839, will show tllathe was well and ear- 
ly informed of his illegal' conduct, and mismanagement there — and the inference is, 
tbat as he retain^ him, he approved of that conduct. Speaking of Hoyt and Coe, the 
committer said, that their returns were incorrect, and not to be believed — that Hoyt 
Was guilty of an unlawful retention and use of the revenue— that Hoyt would neither 
Bhow them his own book of (fash deposites in bank, nor pernfit the banks he used to 
thow them his accounts — ^that he .carried on his law business with his public busi- 
ness, and mixed hb own funds, the public funds, and bis legal clients' fuhds all u]i 
together, thus creating confusion— that, G* A. Worth had made known that Hojrt had 
deposited the public money in banks forbidden to him by law as depositories— >and they 
quoted the Attorney General's condemnation of*Hoyt's course. The latter, with 
«40,000 if not $60,000, of an annual income, had the assurance to ask, when turned 
out, another $200,000 for keeping and taking care* of the revenue (! !), although the , 
Attorney Genefal and Congress had reproved \um for withholding it from the Trea- 
sury, and Stephen Allen could not get it out of his talons, for Au Sub-Treasury. 

Mr. Hoyt put into his own i)ocket, the difference of rent paid for the public, stores, 
and the sums received for storage. This item alone, netted him over $11,000 a year, 
but the same dishonest and peculating course is no longer continued. The U. S. pay 
the storekeepers, clerks, woirkfnen, inspectors, dec. there employed. What a mocke- 
xy it is to fix the value of one man's labors at $6,400, wh^n in rsalitgr those in the se** 
cret well know he is to get $ 40,000 to $50,000 even if he does not plunder and pillage 

* I do not wish to clan Mr. Bryant with auch trading politidans aa Hoyt, Wrifht, Butter, Ac, [Ood forbid ! j 
but it ought to be known that he did not sanction the leader in tU Pq»t of Mhrch 1, 1841, where it says, that IT % 
certain statement contanied in the American *i» accurate, we do net see now Mr. Hbyt could safely do otherwiae 
than retain the mon^y subject to the decision of the courts. He might better relinquish hie claim to it at onoe 
thaa to pay it* over to the department and petition Coii|[reas to direct it to be refunded. No tribunal in the coun- 
try, perhaps in the world, is more tardy, more uncertain, more indifferent to the just expectations and rights of 
priyate suitors than the Congress of the United States.!* ' - 

*' Mr. Hoyt has been from an early period a warm and fhtimate friend of Mr. Van Buren, and it muat have oott 
the President an effort of more than his usual firmness to displace him.** 

Just two years before this, Horace Greeley, in his weekly whig, of March % 1839. had recapitulated llie inre*- 
tigating committee's statement, adding— '*Iu short, erery thing appears to be in train for another exploaion, wheiH 
•▼er the collector shall de^m it more profitable and safe to take steamehip than to continue in the Custom Hou8e.v 
Is it possible that Mr. Van Buren could have persuaded rational beings that Hoyt*s career was a separation of 
bank and itatn f Too many beliered it^-bttt fortunately not enough to renew hie term of the preaidenpy. ' 
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our flierchtmts oi^nret^^xk^'chBfgeB of fraud, and then embezzle and pocket what he 
has thus disgracptuNy oG^ained ! It is so in ereiy ^ing. Go to the rest Oflice, and 
there you find Lawr^nce^s comrade, Morris, enthroned in an old Dotch church as 
postmaster. You think ^ou know his salaiy-^xut yon don't. The law says one 
thing but pracdce' says another. There are some 3000 boxes paid for by the United 
States— «le^s afepaid to wait upon them— and while $1 or 91*50 a year is charged 
elsewhere in tl\e^I|hiQii^fbr a box, here it is $4. The $ 8,000 to $12,000 on thiil, isit 
not a perquisite JDfomce ? Wh^ not end thb trickery, cheating, jobbing, deceptive 
system at once— 'pay* a fair; prise for the labors of a postmaster, and let the public have 
boxes at $]L,50, and tHe goremment the revenue ? Go to the Marshal, District Attor- 
ney, where you please, it is everywhere a diseteditable, mean scramble, a craring for 
l&read at the expense, too often, of every manly, independept principle. Can Congrett 
do no better ferns ? Is practical democracy a niockery, and a reproacht or may we 
dare to love it as in the sunny days of boyhood and youth ? 

One of the ppblic stores in New York was bumt^ Very reprehensible was the con* 
duct of the officers who had the management at the sale by auction, of the damaged 
goods. The nett proceeds wer^ faid to Mr. Ho^t, Feb. 11 and 21, 1840, to be, by him, 
that day placed at the credit of the government, m his accounts. Did he doit ? No. He 
pocketed the money, $19,929 — speculated on it for a yoaat^ and merely eharged himself 
wim it for form's sake, on the 20th Feb. 1841, just to enable the government to state 
more correc^y the sum total of his embezzlements ! '* Why did you do it 1" says 
oae*' '* I foi^ot it," quoth Jesse. The interest of this and other sums kept by him, 
when the treasury ought to have had 'em, I value at $10,000 a year, at the usual rate 
of interest. Besides £e use of the $19,929, he charg^ the U. S. $2,00^ for storing 
the goods,. auctioned, in the U- & Skn-ee, 

I have heard the/ee5 for three years estimated at $35,025. Here was $10,000 to 
him, in that time, from that source. One may judge what a besom or scourge Hoyt was, 
where he tells ns in his letters, p. 133, that the fines, forfeits, and penalties paid by 
him to the treasury in llss than three ysars came to •$91,000 — ^white in the prerioni 
26 years they had only amounted to $1*40,000. Fleming says that Hoyt had 829r 
373 as his nett share of this sort of plunder— $10,000 a year that wa»— and the same 
went to Coe and Oraie, each* yearly, making their places worth 4^16,000 to ^8,000 
per annum— though that is under the reality. 

" Hoyt was never satisfied. ' He told Woodbury that integri^ must be better paid. 
He served d months in 1838, and actuaUy coiHended for the whole ycar*s pay I " Can 
jou be. hon0S[t, l!lf ungo ^" • says one of Sheridan's heroes to his black servant " What 
you give me, massa?" repUed the negro. No man has done more to injure VanBTUKD 
permanently, than Jesse Hoyt.^ 

Compete what foUoira Vtrith Mr. HoyVs conduct to the foreign houses whose goods 
were seized: 

George R. Ives, of the firm of Labron dc Ives, was a standing witness for Hoyt ia 
seizure cases, ytc* Lounsberry swore that Cairns of the woollens loft, would pas 
Ives's invoices as fairly charged, though riated 10 to 15 per cent, under value— while 
to other houses who gave fair invoices of some kind of goods he would raise the price 
10 to 15 per cent. It is eondnct like this that emlnirrasses the honest dealer. Oa 
one occasion Cairns raised the invoice price of a lot of woollens 20 to 25 ^r cent*, not 
knowing the owner. Mr. Ives arrived, said the goods were his — they talked privatelft 
and the invoice was at once reduced to its old rate. 

On one occasion a lot of Ives^ woollens were measured. There wt» 3900 yards 
more than Vas entered — ^the fraud was clear. Let him have his goods, said Hoyt* 
To a foreign merchant he would at once have replied—** I seize your goods. Sir, for 
the fra^d." There wire 13 bales- and 390 piece^-every piece was 10 yards longer 
than stated. 

The reader will remember George Shottrt, whom Judge Clshoefifer's brother re- 
conimended for proniotion from the cartage of the Evening Post to that of the Cus- 
tom House. He got the place, but it was believed that his cart was Hoyt*s, smi fc^ 
Be this as it may, Q. A. Wassoin charged for cartage in three years, $41,688, and 
only two privileged carts, at 30 to 50 cento each package, or $3 to $10 per load. 
He charged for labor in the public stores $51,652— and he made out his bOkf 


.L« ^QDBITMP— SWABTWOVT^a AOG^VHTB. 


136 


for eaTtage,$— — " '^paid for labor $ 9^* gvre do psrticnlan— toaehed his 

$ 3000 a month as paymaster^ and of that kept the kirger share as cartman. We can 
ipdge of the infamously oormpt character of Ihe treasury ofiice in those days when bills 
like this for nearly $ 100,000 were taken without the ^ent producing a sinffle voucher 
and the charges, loo, so emormous? No matter 1 licvi Woodbury & Co. did not 
stand on trifles with a friend.. Wasson was one of Hoyt's " battalion of testimony" 
was made a deputy oollectop— would net! $ 2000 beudes, for going from town to 
town' to sVear— nbstracted ffoods from the public stores for his own use-^and, though 
professe^ poor at first, ss^ inspectc^^he sadd^y ** b^ift several sdendid edifices 
in New York, and set up his* eaihage for comfort and convepience." itor is this to be 
wondered at. The two carts above had made a profit of $ 35^000, or over $ 10,000 a 
year. -^ 

One efifect of the government enquiry under Presidclht Tyler was the di^niasal of 
Wafison and Cairns. The former was urged oil Swartwout by one of his sureties, as 
follows : 

^ J. Oakley to S. Swartwout, 3 Cedar St. * 

" April 38,' 1839. Dear Sir.^Tftere is a very deserving man by the ilame of Georg^ 
A. Wasson a measurer attached to the public store. I do not know that he would* 
nndar any circumstances, be removed, as I understand he has been a Jackson-man and 
was appointed through the influence of Mr. Baldwin of Bittsburgh, who Is his friend 
As it is a matter of great importance to him, however, he has requested me to speak to 
yon on the subject. I wish you would have the goodness, if |iis removal is contemn 
plated, to let me see you. Yours truly, 

J. OAKLEY. 

P. S. Permit me to suggest, by way of manifesting my regard for your comfort, 
tliat you had better make the removals and appointments which vou contemplate, atoTue. 
If you do not, thejce will iiot be as much of you left in a few days as there was of the 
Kilkenny Cats." 


I think there can be no doub^ but that Mr. Woodbury's ofSce knew that Swartwout 
^as a heavy defaulter long before he left for Paris— 4>ut it seemed to be an object with 
him to remain quiet till af^ the elections of Nov.* 1838. Mr. Hoyt and his fhends could 
Hot have remained ignorant df the real state of Swartwout's afiairs after June, 1838, the end 
^ his (Hoyt's) first quarter. They must have seen that Swartwout was $ 646,754 be- 
l^nd for cash paid him on bonds, s/ff, Ogden, Swartwout's cashier, was Hoyt's cash- 
ier till March, 1839— he knew the wbole ; and yet Gilpin the Solicitor was not sent to 
New-York till Nov. 1838. If the department received the .accounts required by law, 
Mr. Woodbury must have known of a defalcation, even in 1837 — but as he was lenient 
to other men who had embezzled la^e sums, but professed to be active partizans, 4>er^ 
li&ps it was his wish to be so*with Swartwout and his friends. When Mr. Swartwout 
declined to send his last quarter's account to Washington in April, 1838, why did Wood- 
bury not send an officer to get it till N^ember? This shows a corrupt and willful 
<»mis8ion of duty on his part, and Wolf the Comptroller is not less culpable. Consider- 
ing Woodbury^s character as a statesman this fact ought never to be forgotten. Gilpin, 
u^Nov. tells Woodbury that the accounts had not been furnished because Swart\('out 
wished them to be withheld till he-would return from Paris ! Was this a sufficient rea- 
son for Woodbury's waiting till Nov. for the quarterly return due in April, from the 
principal revenue office in &e Union? Swartwout, Ogden, andFloiBing wisre together 
iu this business. On July 19, 1837, Jesse Miller, 1st auditor, Wa^ington, writes 
Swartwout — ** Sir : Your accounts of Customs and official emoluments for the first quarter 
1837 are received." Then the twords in italics are crossed out, and a note added :- 
'^ The above do not include abstracts of bonds taken and bonds paid.'' It would tiius 
B^m that they were toe lazy and indolent at Washington to compel the return from 
Vew-York^of those statements which) had they wished it, would have at any mo- 
ment, exposed the chief item of S's delinquency. This letter referred to a return a year 
^ead of Swartwout's last— and yet Fti^ning was retained also ! Look st the private 
connection of the parties, with the swindlers of 1826, the insolvents of 1837, the stodt- 
jobbois, landjobbers, and Martin Van Buren their comrade, and you are answered 
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When Mr. Ogden, in Nov. 1838, ^Id Gilpin of his oonTenation with Swartwoutbefon 
he sailed to Franoe in August prefious, and that he then well knew of the monies em- 
healed, are we to suppose diatHoyt wbuld have kept him (Ogden)longer in the cashier's 
place, had he concealed the sh^peful afiair from him till thenrt Mr. Ogden had kept 
office under Swartwout for many jeais, and admits that he knew that the Collector be- 
gan to embezzle the public money nine months after he was appointed, and use it-in his 
Drivate speculations, and that he had often told him so, as had rhillips. What was Mr. 
Ogden 's oath as an officer, and his obligatiOD as a citizen t Was it to let the* robbery 
reach 43 tons of solid silyer, keep hi^alary and o&oe and hdld his tongue? Did he do 
this ! If he did not, but acted honestly, what are we to say of the president and treasury 
department, who knew of and yet concealed such wholesale villainy ? And if he did, why did 
t^ey retain him as cashier ailer this public avowal, one single hour, and till March, 18391* 
Let me here direct public attention to a recent movement of Butler's, by which, notonly 
is Henry Eckford's estate cleared of all responsibility through his suretyship for Swartr 
wout, but the United States ar^ assessed $20,000 to Eckford's heirs. There was no 
*' Council fee"«from the defendant in th^s cage, I trust — but as the Dbtrict Attorney knew 


*1lr. Fleminf waa the auditor from July, 1836. and yet he tells in 1838. that he was igaorant of Sivartwonti 
deAiuU till Auf ust, 1838, whea (see his letter to Gilpin) be told Offdea who bade him toll Swartwout, who pre- 
tended aurprise, although Ogdeo owasthat Swartwout, Phillips and himself knew all about it, from the ooaimence> 
■MDt in iM. Why did Woodbury Ind Hoyt remain silent even then Y Confressmen, &c were to be cfaocea m 
Nov'r and silence would help the party, iust so it was when $50,000 was stolen from the Brooklyn Bank— sileacs 
was the most profitable alternative— not to the public/but to the hamk. 

It is very evident from Mr. Fleming's letter that the Aitl default of Swartwout " was finally ascertained" ni 
August, I838~and it is' equally clear that had Coe, the naval offieer, done his du^, the defalcalioa could only have 
occurred with the fpeu sanotion of the Treasury chief. He neglected bis duty, however, very discreditably, and 
it is bfU Urdy justice to give him a place among his comrades here. 

A review of Swartwont's case, said H. A. Wise. [Globe report] " shows that every check ha» beSn abandoned 
by the Secretary—the Naval Oflicer— the Competroller— not to say by the First Auditor. Sir, if party spirit, like 
a fiend, did not befriend dhd sustain this Secretary (h. Woodbury) — ^pardon and whitewash his hideous defoniu- 
ties and delinquencies-— blight all moral sensibility here in this hall and at the White Hous^ he would be removed 
from ofiice instantly, or be impeached. Go where you will — trace him anywhere, and you Will find him dull, stupidi 
incompetent, neglectful, faithless, and corrupt. 1 mince no terms — fear no responsibilities. IF he had the mom- 
bilities of a man, he would demand a triaL Give me an honest jury, and I will, upon these papers, eonnct 
Wml" 

it fa creditable to Polk that Wise holda ofiipe under him. Let that go as an offset to the temporanf employ* 
ment of Wetmo re an d Butler— and it waa a spirited act of the clerk of the Auditor at Washington (Itabonl 
frankly to avow r^ that the " weekly and monthly returns of moneys received and paid at tho custom house," 
the ** return of debentures," ** abstracts of bonds pdt in suit," " summary statement of duties collected," ** schedule 
of bonds taken and liquidated." required for the Secretary's office, have not been properly arranged and com- 
pared with each other and with the quarterly apcount current of the customs by the Secretary of theTreasniy 
himself <* 

Amest Merdeeai Noah, who would probably piraise Satan when h^ deaerved it, *' for a consideralkm," and who 
had helped his firiead Swartwout to thai i^rU^kt Hebrew, Phillips the ' cashier— Mordecai, I say, waa grieved to 
nee Swartwout leave the Custom House, and thus in the Eveding Star did he publish the retiring Collector^. 
eulogy : — " There are few men wholeave an important situation with more of the public a(^r(rt>ati(Hi thaa Mb 
4iwartwQuL . The merchants cheerfully admit thai the office could notliave been better filled.** Noah's compli* 
mont y very equivocal to the merchants, the public, and official folks in general. 

I have said that Woodbury was mercifid to public pilferers. For exanfle, " Harris, the recei^isr at Colnmbni, 
Mississippi, was a notorious drunkard and defaulter, but kept in office two years, in full knowledge of the de- 
partment, until he owed $160,000." So Mr. Wise tells us, tkrMk the Globe. In Aug't, '35, Woodbury tolls Bsr 
ris that he is a defaulter — again in Oct — and so on till Sept ]|826, when the fellow proposes to resi^Uy after hav- 
ing been two and a half years a heavy defaulter! f A Mr. 6. 1>. Boyd succeeded Harris, and waa ** intemperate," 
a land speculator,, like Butler, and reeienedy a defaulter, many thousand doMars in arrears, in Augoat, 1837. John 
Davis applied next, as «* a warm friend of the administration I" Bfr. Woodbury, thoSecretary, waa once a judge 
in N. H. Were ndt the people there to be pitied 1 1 

Col. John Spencer, Receiver at Fort Wayne, was charged by the government examiner, (Auf^ 82, 1336.) witk 
groai misconduct, its follows : 

** Up^ the subject of using the money of the United States, 1 beg leave to state that I find «t ojiiweraany stated, 
and believed, and it is conceded to as a fact by the elerks in the receiver's office, that both he and his relstire, 
Dawson, have bMu muetf in the habit, in the office, of shaving money ; that is, exchanging the moaey which could 
not be received Ibr public lands ; the rate of exchange or discount varying from three to five per cenL 1 find is 
tbe case of Isaiah Wells, of Marion county, Ohio, that, so recently as the 6th instant, he paid into the hands of 
the receiver, in his offic^, eight dollars for exchanging two hundred and forty dollars of Ohio banlc notes of fife 
dollars each, ^o what extent this shaving business has been carried on in tbe office, of course I do not know, 
but I am satidttd it' has been to a very considerable extent ; and that the government Utoney paid in by one per- 
son has beenrwnded out ^\he receiver in exchange for uncarreai» or not land office moaey— ^e receiving bt 
his Dwn^privato use the discount as agreed upon ; uod that the satne government money aghin ia passed into tb« 
land office, to be again used for the like nurpoae, in pay for the public lauds. That the reaeiver has taken in 
bank notes of five dollars, contrary to orders, the schedule prepared at his office, herewith encloaed, will prero; 
that he received a bonus for taking the same, is, I ihink, alo^st beyoud a doubt" 

Oo the 97th Oct Spencer writes Woodbury—" My democratic friends think J ought not to leave until sAet 
^hold our election for Prc»ldon^" and the Van Buren note .Aa«er remained accordi«gljFi| Woodbury jastiiy 
tog Ms conduct and accepting his apologies for ir»egujarity, immoiamy, and crime I , 


B0YT, WOODBWri AND TBfi NBW TOW CUSTOM HOU8£; 137 

how Swartmaf 8 affiun stood, it puizlcte dm fo mdenta^ the method whereby he aniTedr 
in court, at the above result The decision desenres to be dverbauled, and so dges Mr« 
Batler— and if all betright/so much the ibettei^ fioth'^hilHps and Qg^en showed Gilpia 
that, even in 1834, Swartwoufs deHdt began to be iaige-^dif so, how came this $20»000 
verdict against the Unit^ States ? • 

Mr. Hoyt was very insolent to his sapeiitfr officers. Whtt the sub-treasury act created 
new relations between him, as Collector, and the^ovemment, Mr. Woodbury twice required 
him to g^ye new bpnds, with r^ security. Tmn he not only flatly renised to do, but 
replied in the roost arrogant and insulting manner possible. Had 1 been the Secretuy, I 
would have told Mr. Van Buren — ** Sir, this man must be dismiss<yi at once, or be pleased 
to find my successor at your earliest conTenience." 

Probably Woodbury's office was his dependence for^readto his family. 'Mr. Hoyfa 
old securities were utterly insolyent— ruor do I suppose he or they have paid back a cent 
of bis default Mr. Allen became sub-treasurer at N. York, and Hoyt was ordered to pay 
the large balance in his hands to Alleti. Not hei ; He talked Ibem all out of the cash — 
corresponded at great length— upheld Beepfk Co. — and was upheld by Mr. Y. fiuren. Mr. 
Campbell, (J. S. Treasurer,* had & correspondence with Hoyt in 1839, who wrote him (Oct 
14) — *< Mr. Hoyt has no ^th in the technicalities of the accounting ofliiBer»— ONLY. A 
BLOOD HOUND can trace out every little subject of their criticism." 

Hoyt was allowed two years to prepare for trial. He had some eig^t or ten eminent 
counsel em[^yed-^«eveh of whom attended his defence — ^the. govemihent Iwd but Ogden 
Hoffinan and Hoyf s friend Tblmage of Beer's Bank — ^weeks were allotted to the inquiry-^ 
and Hoyt was stamped by the jury 09* a counUrfetL* 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 
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Bemarks on the Judiciary^ A decision in the 'Court of Errors; A Chancellor to be sold 
out. JButier on $50fefs — his Christian feelings tctwards' retiring Judges, Vlshoeffieron 
Noah, Jy^geskivSi ^md State Printers, Mrs. Butler to J: Hcytr-^ race of poor Judges 
fofa District Attorneyship, Edmonds and Sutherland, 

» 
This chapter contains a yarietv rather of letters- and ex^ts from letters which throw 

more light upon the practice of tae law courts,t. and the way in which judges and district 

* Ab will as I cAa asoefrta'tn, $800,000 do not defi^y fhe eo>t t»f coHictbtK' the levenne at New York alone. 
There to mnch myvtery eboat the Jacomee of purtles einploy9d— diuch trick and political jtlggllng, fton 
which Bfr. Walker i»not so free, as he on^t to be. Directly and indirectly, over 60v persona are employed 
to the Custom Department— a tremendous pollttcal engine, when leqlired at high pressure, with so thproo^ 
and unflcmpaloas a paitlaaa as Lawrence at ita head. ^ 

I could prove, weie it of any nse^ and perhaps the opportunity may soon be chren, that the public bustneta 
would be well done — and it has not been so— witti ftur less than half the'men ngA half the expense now incuv* 
led. But to do business thus the very best men must be selected ; capable, faithfhl public servants, among 
whom an electioneerinE subscriitfion, or a qpestlon as to party politics wcmld never be asked. What a bleat- 
ing to the public and the merchants it womd be were the national tooom to be applied «» §ame§t to thema^' 
ble temple in Wall street, and its horde of Jobbing politioians, pensioners, and mock oAcers swept out! 

Nineteen years ago, when the N. Y. Custom House patronage was not one fourth of what U has since af> 
rived at, Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Benton, and others were a committee d the Senate to inquire into such Bii^ 
ters. Speaking of its officers, Mr. Benton then said: 

** A formidable list, indeed !. Formidable in numbers, and stilt mom SD flom the vast amount of money U 
their hands. The action of such a body of men, supposing them to be animated by one spirit, must be 
tremendous in an election : and that they will be so animated, is a |»oposition too plain to need demonstnp . 
tion. Power over a^ man^s tvpport has always been held and admitted to be a power over his smtt. Tlis 
President has * power ' over the * support ' of all these officers, and they again have 'power ' over the * agp^ 
port * of debtor merchsata to the amount of ten miUions of d<^an. per aanum, and over the didly support df 
bidividuals, proftaslonal, mechanical, and day-labering, to whom he can and will extend or deny a valaahto 
private as well as public patronage, aeeoiding to the part which they shall act in tt4t#'aa*weU as in Mmei 
elections.*' * 

They aD tell on each other. Benton is now as silent ae the tonb^-but bear the N. Y.- Evening Post, of 
1843 !— **Of all the adndnistrations which the country ever had, it appears to ha that JMr. TfiUr'»ha$ ma4» 
the moH eormpt ftaoofits patrona^o. Never, we believe, has the bestowal of office been so much a mat- 
ter of bargain— so shameleMly eov pl o d with tk* amdition that tJke reeoivtr ohoutd oxeri ^amedf to aoaifr^ 
the aeetion of. kU pfOnm:* Listen next to the Globe l^ Blair.—** We. db not hesitate to say |(^t, at thie 
moment; the entfae patronage of the Exeeuttve is emi^oyed in ftnyAy up renegado$ fr^ tkt DemoereMe 
party." 

Probably fliis little hook wUl prove that both Globe and VkhA were In the wiqpig for this time at least 

t As a proof of the necessity of 'mfbrm in the judiciary take the case of the Brooklyu Bank. 


'Woodbury made It a pet— ordered the cash for the Navy Yard, Ace., to be kept there— and soon aier thii 
one or moip of its <Acers robbed it of more than half its- capital.' The first robbery was about $19,011. 
Three or four of the directors knew this— and concealed it ftom the others, ftom Van Buren'a* sstfhty Amd 
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ttttorneyB are, or tormerly were» iqade. We hftve, first, Mr. L. Hoyf 6 letter deseribiBg his 
Mtisfaction at a legal triumph over equity in the Court of Errors. Then we have Mr. 
Livingston's account of a Ctocellor about to be sold out by the sheriff!. Next, an evidence 
jA Mi, fiutlei's/ee/tng* towards Judges 8pencer and Wooaworth — ^followed by two char- 
acteristic extracts from letters by Juike Ulshoeffer (who flid not want to be& first county 
JQC^) about judge making--4n4 l&etly, a couple of sententious epistles from a lady— Mrs. 
B. F. Butler— ^to her dear friend "Mr. Jesse Hoyt, in which she asks his aid to help Jadge 
Sutherland down from the supreme court bench (if he had not already left it) and up to 
a $30,000 salary, <<pi| account of his peculiarly^unpleasant aitu|itio4 in a pecuniary point 
of view" — admits Judge Edmonds* claims, « so far as pauperism is a quahfication*'— men- 
tions Price, and her g^ man's guess about him— ^admits, herself to be an old federalist— 
and consoles Jesse uader his ^ misfortunes," hoping that he ** would yet see brighter days. 

Extract front a letter— Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse [both of them Albany lawyers] 
dated Albany, Dec 24, 1823 — «' McDonald's cause is decided in his favor, and for which I 
think he may thank Chief Justice Savage. Sutherland and fVoodtoorth, together with 11 
Senators, were d^ againa him. I O^SIDEH IT A TRIUMPH OF THE UW OVER 
EQUITY AND GOOD CONSCIENCE. I must say I had but ve^ slight hopes before the 
argument, but after the cause was aigued, and the facts so ably and correctly laid open to 
the Senate, I thought McDonald's prospects brightened. Messrs. Van Vechten and Henry, 
who argued the cause on the other side, were sadly disappointed at the result From m 
eircum$ianee$ <f Mr,' BtUfefs being engaged as Counsel, my feelings were much enUskd m 
McDonald^s/avor, and I felt very much inleie^ted in the result" 


Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt [Extract] Albany, post mark. May 14 « I have 
abandoned all, idea of ^ttlinff at Albany. , The .Chancellor has Jieen so much perplexed 
harrassed of late that he this day' permits his furniture to be ^d at sherififs sale^ and 
bought' in. This will be my apology, to ydu for this short letter."* [The date is not giyea^ 
but It must have been between 1821 and '27. He adds that] « Seynour it is supposed is 
elected in the Western District — Make me oab of the Committee in tne faet ward [mH, Y.] 
for nominating. Tell Hatch to attead to it" 


Mr, B. F. Bulhr to Bfy. Jesse Eaid, 40 Wall st. Hew York OU, 12, 1820. 

Dear Sir, — 1 am happy to hear of your success — an^ hope it may continofr-^ 

$50 and $100 fees, are not .very plen^ in this ^art of the country, at least oof 

with younj^ lawyers. Our cirpuit still continues. Judge Woodworth, in peiwa 

and in busmess — <' Like a wounde4 snake, drags his slbw length along." He btf 

eoiii*n (Wmi the pobllc, and fhmi tlie buik committee of 1837. ' Jobn A. Lott was lint eountF Jndg j|f 
Kings, and a tractor, and when he knew of the felony he abstained fireoS calling attention to it. avw 
when Mr. Treadwell, a Coonsellor in the U.S. Supreme 'Govt had written oat a comptaint, ''^'^^ 
and placed ft in Jadge Lott's hand to send to the Grsnd Jory, he' did' not send it ' though he said be woiiU< 
The concealment or tile Bajik embezzlement was felony-HM Was the embezzlement— bat no o»sv^J|S^ 
eeeded asainst. Crime was hashed ap lest Woodbury wonld hear of It and take oat the deposites ^ Un 
Botler, the first cave was to ** save the bank." If bank dlrecton will do this jto ^t the deposites-if jadiai 
will thas act on their oaths— what most be the Infloence in the hands of a c<»7iipt and vile government wv 
have continaally ten or fifteen millions by which to attract the support of the lovers of mammon ! Ai i 
Senator this Jucve voted for Bancer to be Attorney General, that was of leoarse. Jimpther John Lett, t ^ 
lal, flpom same place, being in " necessltoas circumstances,'' applied to lA^Jor Swartwout for flSOO a yev >* 
the Custom House, and went into office titers accordingly. 

* A Chancellor's chairs and tables, feather beds and ralliwsses, foing under the hammer at AIlMjiTt^ 
debt, looks Uke a si^ of JadSeial parity* . If he had stained tiie ermine by taking bribes, like LordBaeaff 
J|e wonld have been more wealtiiiy, and better able to keep .off the sheriff: I wish the Bz-Clerk of Asam 
liad keen so careful at to date his letters, ihat we might- have been enabled to reeool' the asne of o* 
Andrew Marvell at least in the midst of a Judiciary of polittcal partisans and deal^ in stocks, ibinj 
scrip, and all the hocus poeus of Wall and Lombard streets. Marey comes next to him. He was placed oi 
the Supreme Court oencB* (says Gov. Tan Buren), to ensure \i\m salvation fhwi mftn In t^ world atlMA > 
ftar he was too lofig iratefW to l^ benefketor. . 

It Is a common bfiwoid that the N. Y. Olutem House is a sort of la^ar-house or hospital ibr distfiM 
politicians, but I did not expect to see it acknowledged by the leaders of * the democi«8y * that the JoaicWT 
Bench Is not much better. Borne Iblks think that Judges lose thebr wisdom at sijtcy— others that aj 
tegrave as they get older. In lome coantrles men are chosen to preside In the courts, beeanse of uv 
konesty, skiU andleam&ng— while hi others they ascend the bench, or fiU the procurator fiscal's leat JJ 
ggjgneiplie on which^neat cattle are stall-fed— to fiitton them. Will not these ftets raate the tnw ^^'"^ 
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given drery general diiBflatisfaction this coiflt ...... The dty has been 

fnll of farmers, &c., these two daye— at a cattle show— hat I hare aeen nothing of it 
myself. Chief Justice Spencer deliyeied a speech on the occasion, by way, <u I 
tuppcfBe^ of preparation for ihe period when he toill be comptHed to reiire to the modes of 

private life. In haste, yonn, truly, 

B. F.BUTLER. 
In another letter, April, 1819, Mr. Bntl* tells Mr. Hoyt from Sandy Hill, that *< The 
appointment of Judge Woodworth is universally reprobated here ; ^thout any exceptioift, 
except the Clintonians." . 

Extracts of letters from Michaisl Ulshoeffisr, 1st County Judge, N. Y., to JeSselloyt, 
member of Assembly, Albany. 

New York, Feb. 3, 1823. — *< I presmne that our dty appointments are to be recom* 
mended by the members, at least I have been informed that such is the wish 
of the Governor. Will your friend Noah«conaent to this? — ^for I see by his paper 
that he rules at Albany, and t|iat those* who o&nd him are to receive no quarter. 
Pray inform me whether he is authorized to sat* ^ ^® ^^^^ ^ ^^ paper, tnat all 
who are not his friends had better stay at home, or not oSet their names at Albany 
this winter? What are you doing about stale printer, will not Leake obtain it? Ijet 
' me also know whether any open or concerted opposition is made, or making against the 
Governor. 

New York, Feb. 18, 1823. Witb'tespect to the ComptroUership, ( can only sdy that it . 
was not desired by me, and that I haf so written' before 1 received your kind letter. I have 
no such views, I aE(toe you. Even th|^ highly respectable situation would not tempt me 
me to leave here- and reside at Albany: Nor do id^re to be made first Judge in any 
event. My views are tMfre humbie, and I have no intention at present to become a candi- 
date for any office beyon^that of a Nbtary Public Accept, however, my. grateful thanks 
£or your friendly intentions, and if | have an opportunity, I will reciprocate. Do not 
make a State Print^,*. who will transfer the feuds of New York to Albany, and throughout 
ihe State. Dullness would be preferable to indiscretion. Do look to this. I regret that 
(he appearance of things us unpropitious at Albany, But is it necessaiy to oppose 
Govemc^r Yates ? . Will not things go on smoothly in future ? If the members of 
Assembly have recomn^ended the county Judlges, how colhes it that the Governor nomi- 
aated BarstoWt &c. ? Has Apt the Governor complied with the membtti^ wiiriies in this 

From; Jkfr». dcirrieL Sutler ( fVife qf B. R B.) to Mr. Jesse Boyt, 
Pm'k Washington, Feb.,19.*-Ad(iiessed to Jesse Hoyt^ Esq., N. Y. 
[Private.] • ' . " WashiuRton, 18th Feb. '34. 

*' My dear Sir-^You must, either wprk for Judge S. [^utherlana] or yourself, if you 
do not wish Tsiilmadge to get the. office of D. A. [DistricT Attorney.] 
His brother works like^a Cart-Horse in the matter, and things are working well for 

him. 

1 Mr. B. [Butler] only yielded to Judgpe 8*8 claims over yours, on account of his (the 

Judge's) peculiarly unpleasant situation in a pecuniary point of view. 

Do helfi ihe Judge. The decision of the matter is to be left to the N. Y. Members-^ 
Representiafives and Senators — and they are all pretty much to a man committed to 
Tallmadge. Great haste, sincerely yours, H. B." 

t[Harriet Butler.] 

. * Adrartfiif to Ifr. Bvfl0r*8 totter iu pages 38 and 39, I nrast say that one of the most dangerons and 
wiclred of the tricks, by which elective iastltatlons are often entirely nnllifled, and artftil intSgners placed 
In trasts requiring honesty and capacity, is onr Cavcvs systenr. by which the men of one way of tWnHiw 
on politics meet in a room and agree that whenever one of their number shall get a majority of the votes of 
those then present, were it but one vote more than hal^ he shafl be the pominee of the whole, and all go for hioi 
in the legislatore. The effect is to elect in very many instances, men who could not get half, sometimes 
little more than a fourth of the unbiassed suffirages of all the members, were it not for this contrivance, in. 
this way Van Buren got to be a U. S. Senator, with a majority of the votes of the legislature against him»-ln 
this way the choice l^ the people of the electors of President of the U. S. Is often nallifie^--and by thia 
means are the liberties cS the country nndermi&ed. Never was there a toiote gross buriesque on nominatiOBS 
than what is seen at Tammany Hall, and it is really wonderful that New York submits 1o it. Burely the 
wisdom and honesty of a ftee Ck>nventlon will be able to provide a {dan whMebv our political nnmjnatlonf 
shall become In adl cases, the act of a majority ai the people, and not of soVAd, selfish leadett ^ mapdmHi^ 
fttetions. 

t Where brackets [ ] aie used in any letter or extract, It is by the editor, to explain the jneantng of ab- 
WvlatMl words. Ice. I wirftod to keep the ladleB out of a political work of this kind, but HnkVutler deserves 

«n h* Ml A-nwntimi to the mlfl. ^ . ' 
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Endorsed by UayU <^% ^Mfter, Feb. 24th,#1834.'t Addxessed " Jesse Hoyt, Isq. 
NewYorL'* ' • • ^ • • ♦ ^^ . / ^--i 

'Wasbington, Feb. 24th, 1834. ' 

My Dear Sr — ^I can only say in relation* Ito *flie' office which, was the sabjeet of 
a former letter, that you have become a candidate too iate in the day for any hopes of 
success. 

If Tallmadge and Sutherland are set aside, as is very likely they will be, if the matter is 
referred to the Delegation, I tkink Mr, Edmonds uill suocceed. 

So far 'as PAUPERISM* is a qualification and recomnundaHon to thefavorofparhf, 
iurtdy ifou wiU give in to THE LAST NAMED PERSON.^ 

^ But it is a pity, if you really wat^ tke office^ that you did not say so at the commence- 
ment of the session. You may as well, howeVer, ^^nta to Gambreleng, who I 
kuir is committed for fou, and he wilt be able to tell you aU the difficulties about the 
affair. 

PRICE, it is thouglit by Mr. fi. [fiutler] wiU b^ the person the delegation will unite 
vpon, if they cannot a^ree not to disagree upon.either of me first named persons— but lam 
of opinion Edmonds will be the man. '. 

'/ am happy Jhat you can talk so cheerfuUy of your misfortunes, I hope that yw wHl yd 
$ee krighter days though, ' , - 

I perceive by one 6f your letters.you are getting \f> be quite a^ old man. 

Mr. Butler still continues strong in ' the faith . (Jacksonism) and Ihinks that all the 
political troubles of tb^ day are nejcessary-to the purificatifii of the body politick. That 
kssons of wisdom will be learned now (and lesCrned by heart) that will jdo men 

gQO<l' 

[Here four lines of the lady*s MS. are caref ully^ erfted ! She adds — ] 

Don't be curious to know the above — ^it only showed a little of the old Uaven of 
Federalism^ which my admission to the Cqjbi'Aet cannot or hai not yet, covered 

The mail will close and I oaust haste-** 

Sincerely yoursa ^ H. B. 

Mr.J. Hoyt tHarriet ButJer.l 

, CHAPTER XXXV. 

Mr. Butler's revenues as U. S, Attorney, ' . fVhy he is again m office 7 Enormous law fta 
extorted. '^ Bettys foraging ground," Wise on Defaulters, Samud R. Beets, B 
explains the Sub-Treasury Law in HjoyVs case// The BetU'fiimUy. $18,000 a yesr 
for one clerkship// Theron Rudd, Crud persecution of,La Chaise k Co, Bvhdod 
perjured witnesses sent to testify / / Butler persuaded to take "Iialf fees." Picture of a 
Reiigums Hypocrite. Legal Robbery: Birchard and Ho^ combine to discard tke fotr- 
chants of N, i. from juries, ck not trustwwthy/ EHryC extorts $85,000 qf Wood fnwtH 
from foreign houses. The Conventiori ♦ , 

* 
In the course of 28 months,t Mr. Butler tealized« aft District Attorney, from the 

.government alone, $62,690, besides enormous and" u&lawful [yea wuavful] fees 

*Johii W.. Edmondses nameu a politteal manager is.fomlliar to onrxea^era. That quality, wtthU* 
connections with Vmi Bnren and their old associates, and the uses he may be pat to as a* political cfaanctai 
in a wider and niote influential circle, may have decided Governor Wright to elevate the dealer in stocki 
and shares, law and politics, Warren street, N. Y., to the bench. Be believes in Morris* anwtittea la*;' 
warned Glentworth to go away, and gave no to him the very papeirs he afkerwarda justified Morris w 
hunting after at midnigb^ * The end justified the means.* In Nov. 1S31 he was elected for the 3d distiict 
to the Senate ofN. Y.; f(Alowed Silas Wright to get hold of the deposites in 1834: is said to be piovi 

beoevoknt 
»n. 

t Nothing can be more ecrmeous than that men of humble origin are more (riendly to the class aoont 
whom they were reared dum the dwellers in palaces and among the opulent of the land. ** The beggai ob 
horseback" 1» often founa tn America. Look at Jefibrson and La&yette-~reared in weaith-^en compare tbeir 
conduct with that of M. Van Buren and .B. F. Butler, who heg^ life selling M>irltiioafi4uquors in tavertfi 
and J. Hoyt« an insolvent store keeper. The latter sneers at merchants foreign bom, andTtuks of his " loaf 
line of ancestors.** In his friends Noah and PhilUp's National Advocate, of Dec~X8l3, and In the IM 
Island papers, ha will find Jesse Hoyt, of Stamford in Connecticut, advertised, with others, hy his Gaptaiasf* 
Sf^'^Il™" *• ^" W ?'*^' A?°y- ?wJ»»l» «J»i8 namesake ieas of no kin to him—pedtans a near re'* 
we. What matters iti I state the ftct in condcgaanation of his insidtinff conduct to danes M men. M « 
«rael lo denounM bad and good together, of any race or body of men. 
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fion defendants, whom bis jackall Hoyt h^d pounced upon, and fhe profits of his priyata 
practice. This was better than Sandy Hilt and the W. and W. Bank, tinder Jacob 
Barker. Mr: Butler is again District Attorney — and it is believed that 'the monstrous and 
ioiquitous (even where legBii) fe^s and gains he got formerly, are materiaUy curtailed by 
act of Congress. I know that it is not so. He wQI not be so barefaced in bis exactions 
now as he was in HoyVB time— but his income is enonnous, and unbecoming tiie style of 
a frugal republic. >No Congress could possibly have intended to erect such a torturing, 
harassing, grinding inquisition as the U. S. Courts here are shown to be in the session 
papers of Consress. Messrs. Hoyt and Butler were old comrades — when in power they 
understood each other — and if they did not pluck the public ^oose, it never will be plucked 
by man nor woman neither. I x^ftT to the U. S. Commissioners' reports and testimony^ 
No. 212, 27th Congress, 2d Session, H.* of R. [Executive,] containing the history of 
floyt, Butler and the N. Y. Custom House, printed by the nation. May, 1842. 
How President Folk, with the facts there stated, all in array before him, could , 
replace Mr. Butler where he now is, passes my understanding. I wish I cohld 
spare ^ means to spread, gratis, though « the whole Union, the evidences of 
recorded works of the praying, exhorting, Sabbath-keeping District Attorney of 
Southem^N. Y. 

In one' case, the Schooner Catharine, the U. S. Marshal, at New York, took $2247 as 
his costs, though the proceeds of the sale were only $8000-«in another, Elliot & Co. Mr. 
Butler brought 40 suits wrong, stopt them — got S2395 as his costs — brought another suit 
against them (same case) — exacted other $1142 co^t — tissued (by his order) execution, fflul 
there were no goods to take. Butler knew there was ** little prospect of collecting the 
debt'* when he piled up these costs. " Strange and impalpable to common honesty as it % 
^ould seem, COUNSEL FEES, varying from $50 to $500 were «lemanded AND 
EXTORTED FEOM THE DEFENDANTS in fuch suiU. by B. f, Butler, while U. S. 
District Attorney," as a condition to a settlement for the eoveriiment, or a stay of legal 
process ! ! ! ! ! The Congress Report adds, that the court was styled <* Betts's foraging 
^und,** like the debatable ground, where black mail wa3 levied or might have been during 
me revolution. * 

Shortly after the accession of the German, .GeoigeT, as Kin'ff of England, his favor- 
ite cook sought his roval permission to return to Hanover, and assigned as his reason 
the profligate waste of all articles of food in the king*s kitchen, so yery different 
from German frugality. "Never mind,'* said his majesty, **do you steal like 
the rest— my present revenues and good people can stand the expense" — and added, 
with a heany lau^, «be sure' to t&e enouffh." Our Dutch ex*presideBt's advice to 
bis cooks, Hoyt, Butler, and the Belts fatnUy, seems to have run in the old Hano- 
'verian strain of upstart royalty — ^*<Do'yo>i steal like the rest, and be sure to take 
enough ! "• • 

Samuel R. Betts of Sullivan Co., N. Y., was with Wm. M. Price and others, 
admitted a Counsellor at law, in Albany, August 1812. Jud^ Yates nominated 
him as a Supreme Court Judge in 1823, .but the Regency in Senate dissented, 
agreeing howev.er, same year, to make him a circuit judge. Finally, he succeeded 
Mr. Van Ness as U. S. District Judge in N. Y. The evidence in the Govern- 
ment Commissioners' Report showed, that Mr. Hoyt had put into his pocket the 
excess of cash balances, and refused to pay the money to the U. S., as required by 
the law of July 4, 1840. Th^ Solicitoi of the Treasviy advised a criminal prose- 

* After fhe Committee of Congrefls« 1830, had shown the ihamefiil neglect of Woodlmiy, the misoondnct of 
BwanwoQt, Ck)e, dec and the headlong strides that Hoyt was taking towards ^nbezadement, speculation, 
and fiand, one of their number, H. A. Wise, after levlewlng the whole subject, in a speech delivered in the 
H. of R., and published in the Globe, remarks, that it is the President's duty to. take care that the laws be 
fiUthfuIiy executed. And (he adds) *' after what I have laid before you, let me ask, * What use would there 
he in hnmbliuf onrBrtves to become spl«i and censors to report defalcations and crimes to this Executive, 
with a view to a prompt removal ftom office Y Why pass laws to .enact that the application of public 
money by an officer of <3ovemment to private uses shall bts a fblooy 1 * Will reporte or statutes avail anf 
Uiing? Vain and idle ! they would the more cloak and conceal and protect these plnndererp. Pass any 
P^ns and penalties ; adcqrt any system of laws you please— United States Bank, pet bank system. Sun* 
Treasury— and let me ask if either could be expected to work well in the hands of such men who •' counte- 
nance* such * fonlts 1 * Sir, we are told by that philosopher in government, Wm. Peon, that the best system 
will be aa^e worst if badly administered by bad men ; and th&t th* worst system will be as the best, if 
ilghteonsly administered by good men. A change of men is what ill wnated— a general tum-oQt of all fhithleM 
tnistees and servants." • ^ 

.The result has shoini that Mr. Wise clearly nndeniood the eharacter and ol^Jects of Martin Van Bmen aad 
his Uaeklev band of pansites and locusta. 
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cution-r-CrUtenden, . A.ttpCD^y ;Genera], ^ and ."^^wg. Sec. Treas., considered Hoyt 
liable to a crimioal indictmeYit — Judg;e8 Bett8VSL^d'?rbom])8on, when applied to for a 
'warrant to arrest Hoyt, were^ of opinion tbaf' he .Was not liable, althougb he had 
kept !»ck, had not entered, but had refused tb' \pky tover public money. The law 
said that defaulters were tp be sent to jail — the jutlges rephed that it did not mean 
it The Sub-Treasury law was then a mere iho^Kry — a trick, to be reproduced 
D^t election, toith new music, ' if the pets hloW tip again. Hovfs decision, with 
Tan Buren*8 consent, to take checks on . banks, and call the sank notes specie, 
which was constantly acted on, show that hypocrisy was fdways uppermost there 
also. 

Mr. Belts was a keen, sharp, ;none.y-loTinfi: sort of person, and the government com- 
missioners, from the manner in whjch he lillea up the offices in his court, making it a sort 
of family concern, hecame auspicious that the law of Congress, limiting fees and salaries, 
was evaded. They accordingly rel^tiii^ from the officers of his court* answers on oath as 
to fees, salaries, &c., and inquired What was their relationship to the Judge, which last 
question appears to have put his honor very much out of temper. In John Harris's testi- 
mon]^ (Doc't. 212, p. 405) he states &at the clerks of the U. S. district and 
circuit courts, in New York particularly, bad annually exacted enormous fees. Mge 
BefWs brother was clerk of both, and ne admitted that he had taken in cash $18,000 
a year, for his clerkshtp for c^ie court oply. How much he 'got out of the 
other court is not stated — but, m dtie time he resigned, and Judge Betts next 
appointed his son, then under age. Even a leech will i^ve off sucking human blood 
when it is full. • . * 

« The judge might not be interested in the fees before; but is he not, now (1842] thai 
his son is appointed, interested in the fees ? And if he be, is he not interested in forfeiting 
eoods ? For, if there were- no forfeitures, the trials would ceaise, and there would be no 
fees.^ 

Collector Ho3rt informed the law officer of the Treasury Department, officially, [p 12, 
doc. 212] '* that he had no confidence in judiciid adjustments, and considered it a hopeless 
task to get verdicts from Judge Betts and Mr. WaddelPs juries" — he therefore preferred a 
compromise. To the government com*s. he appeared to be the great controlling power in 
Betts's court — ^though he, Hoyt, writes of him thus [p. 20.]. "Mr. Fleming informs me 
that he only heard, of the seizures by accident, and he knew nothing of them till the 
returns came from the clerk of the coi;rt, into whose hands the judge of the Court [Betts] is 
prone to be tareful to have the money paid, so that his brother (the clerk) uould get hisfea 
und commissions^* . ' . . . 

Theron Rudd was derk of this court many years ago — got < his iees and commissions,' 
and took care to secure, as his ow(^ share ot the people's money, $120,000, entrusted to 
his care^ which he buttoned close up in his breeches po^ke^ and kept it too. Theron 
was a delegate < for Mr. Van Buven's cause,' as Bennett^ would shy, up at Herkimer, long 
after that. These great defaulters are all great friends of Mr. Buren, who diinks 
that Morris's never written laws don't apply to their cases. Their sympathies and 
Mr. y. B's seem to run all t>ne way. . Theron, Sutler, Price, and tne Bettses, 
judge, son and brother, have made a great deal of money out of (J. S. Courts in their 
time. 

In 1839, a bale of goods was seized — Samuel Bradbury clamed it After two years of 
a law journey thro' Mr. Betts^s court, it was sold ii^ 1841* and its contents (cassimeres) 
brought $321. (Attorney) produced his bill of costs, $225-~Bett8's clerks theirs, $81— the 
Marshal his, $83. The proceeds were swallowed up by the democratic law-dispenserst 
and the collector paid them other $68 to square their accounts! Hoyt and Butler's zeal 
for ** compromises'' did not diminish after the election of Harrison.* 

* Mr. B«nnet, when eludnnan of a committee In the British parliament, made a xeport on certain eztortlooi 
Slid cruelties practised in a fall in London, loMt, the Jailer, was Examined, who testified that he was onlT 
a depoty— the real jailer being a son of the Lord Chief Justice, and then abroad^wlth whose ftther he sbsrn 
Uie fmmenie profits of his prison hooae, per afieement The story prodooed an epigram, noi inappUeaUe to 
(for Betts. Here it is— 

• When EnKland's chief Jailer wa« called to account. 
And compelled cf his profits to state the amount, 
The commttfiee observed that the sum was too large 
• For one who had merely of prisoners the charge. 

** The sum ! " exclaimed Jones, " Why, the Chief Judge's MNi, 
A lad, who ahroad on his travels had gone^ 
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The case of La Cliaise, Foucheit Ck>. is thus teported by the Conors .to the Presi- 
dent-^" The means resorted fo by Hoyt to obtain money from these foreigners, ^m 
imsarpassed in enormi^ and official perfidy by any act dnnnf his continuance in office. 
It seems to have been tne policy of the coUector, when he (tesfgned to make seizures. 
with a view to compromi^, to select foreign houses, with whom tiiere would, in all 
probability, be less sympathy in the community, and a better, prdspect of success than 
there womd be if like proceedings were attei^pted on an American house." La Chaise 
k Co. were Frenchmen, ignorant of our laws and language, of good standin|^, mod 
prosecuted a suocessful business in New York as importere of Frerich silks, &c. Mr. 
Eoyt cast his eye upon them, as fit subjects for his and Butler's system-^Campbell and 
Davis were put in requisition. Of the former I hare spoken — ^Dayis was equtdly vile 
and infamous. Of C^pbell, Ho3rt writes to Sidney Bartlett, Boston-^-'* By a perusal 
of fte testimony on the trial heiej you will ilsadily perceive that he is reaidy to make 
any 8tate)nent to serve himself, vnmmt rrference tq the truth of ^ ease." In reading of 
Hoyt and Butler's conduct in office, I have been irresistibly drawn to connect them in 
my mind with the infamous creatures in Ireland, who kept " the battalion of testi- 
mony " always in readiness to swear away the lives of the mevwho had risen for 
freeaom in 179,8. 

La Chaise a^ Fouche became the victims of Hoyf s avarice — the charges against 
them were ** compiomised." They hafih goods value $70,000, in their store. Of 
these $40,000 worth were free of duty — ^the xest were dutiable and paid, except 
their last receiyed goods, for which the collector liad their bpnds 'to ^rmit an ex- 
amination, if desired. Five cases waited an appraisement in ihe public store. 
I& April, 1838» Hoyt sent his myrmidons to seize evjerjrthing in their store, paid 
or unpaid, free or dutiable, and at the same time he seized the five cases in his own 
CQstod]^, not waitine for an appraisement Mr. La Chaise was arrested on a charge 
of perjury, next — me wretches Campbell and Davis swore that the House 4iad 
bribed them — three indictments ware prepared — ^the grand jury found the biHs, ' on 
C, & D.'s evidence. The marshal kept the goods a year, bdore the district attorney 
filed information^, and the case was kept from trial till these unfortunate foreigners 
were forced to accept Hoyf s terms for a compromise, or §ustain a total loss of their 
property. Hoyt wrote to Coe, at the same time, that he welt knew he could neither get 
them convicted on the civil or the criminal suits, and he gives this as a reason for a 
compromise IJ! He knew he could not recover in an American court one cent, he 
therefore adyised with Builer, Coe, &c. and offered to 'take $45,000, and the law 
fees, and coinpromise the whole, perjury cases* and all!. $2,500 were the costs — 
and Hoyt and Butler compounded the felonies, as they affirmed they were,' for a p^- 
cuniary consideration ! ! Campbell and Davis had no hesitancy in swearing all Hoyt 
required before the grand jury, to ruin these innocent merchants, but they durst not 
come openly before their countrymen with the same tale — ^the, pains and penalties of 
perjury stared them in the face, and although thejr had undertaken to swear by con- 
tract, at the instance of the degraded and jmprincipled Ho3rt, .they shrunk from the 
bar^n. Butler's report, Aug.> 22, 1839, says, "No suit was Drought for unpaid 
duties, and no probable ground of recovery in any such suit could be discovered.'* 
He adds, that it was suspected they had frequently entered goods too' low — and 
this mere suspicion 'was the whole grounds of this persecution. What if they had 
done so ? Were not the sworn umpires who had. passed upon their goods cnosen 
by the President and Senate, with power to place higher valuation on the same 
ii they had chosen to do so ? $6,300 was taken from these merchants for duties 
estimated on goods seized — $18,968 on penal bonds pretended to have been forfeited 
because they did not deliver to the collector some part of the very goods he had 
previously seized — an impossibility. One of Sutler^ items of costs was $500 as 
ois counsdfee — ^and in their review of BuUei's report* the U. S. Commissioners 
call it " an appeal to the government for its approbation," because of the « pecu*. 

lli» the JaUdr in ftct, by Ids (kther selected ; 
And to him I aceocmt/or whatever 's eoUeeted ; 
But the son being yet out an inlkntin law, 
The Noble Lord takes what the latter would diaw.** 
Fair Justice of England! what flls can assalkher 1 
' While the ihther *b Chief Justice, the son IsrOhief Jallir ! 
His zeal yet a step would the Noble Feer stretch. 
XjBthiin take his next heir, and make hSm Jatk Ketch. 
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ttisiy gakir olrtaiaed by duplidty and management, oat of coart; which could not baye 
been reeovered in a fair and impartial trial." 

Besides being frightened out of $47,500, the nnfortnnate Frenchmen had their 
trade stopt, and their goods under lock and key for over twelve months. The 
aocommodating Mr. Wcmbury approved of Butler and Hoyfs course, and, say the 
Commissioners, it is hsserted that Judge Betts took the same view, oit the application 
of Butler for his sunction. / vfould not^at all doubt it. Yet it is rather hard to the 
Ibreigtier to "exact penalties where |he exactor, like the law, adinits innocence or the 
absence of proof of guilt *%leek6r, Ho3rt*B assistant cashier, wh^ the $63,000 worth 
of entries disappear^ from the cashier's ^nd naval offices, was the informer against 
La Chaise, but he nevef brought him forward. Mr. Curtis speedily tamed him 
adrift. 

We have seen Mr. Butler playing the banker al Sandy Hill, the lawyer at Al- 
bany,* the politician at Washington, and ,the speculator everywhere. The disinter- 
ested and pious law-partner of ' the magician,' is now at New York. In his speech 
at New Brunswick, 8th Oct. 1940, he says, that Mr. Van Buren told Mr. Forsyth 
to te}l him that if he did not like the office of D. A., it was hoped he would ^e it 
in consideration of the great public interest at that moment at stake in New York. 
On the 12th of Dec. 1838,* he took office, and Mr. Hovt wrote to the Solicitor of 
the Treasury, same day — " I am amused ^th Mr. Butler — ^he it so terrtfied at ^ 
iniquity of the age, that he has made-up his mind not to receive a dollar of the pnh- 
lie money, but h^inteqds to make* me receive all ; and / am quite apprehensive that 
he vfill not even receive his own costs. I am sure he wil),not receive half as much as 
he will be entitled to. I shall lecture bim on this subject." Mr. Hoyt knew his man 
better than this. Independent of his' private law business, opinions, advices, &c. &c., 
Mr. Butler took from the U« S. alone, in 1^39, $18,235 — in 1840, $32,210— and 
resolving to have a grand haul out of compromises, settlements, *' Yorkshiremen," 
Frenchmen, the- wortny descendant of the Connecticut scythe-maker, and of Oliver 
Cromwell (! I) condescended to receive for his legal labon during the first quarter of 
1841, only Oc^ $12,244. No doubt he would have taken more, but for *' tiie iniquity 
of tile age." 

In Butler's Memoirs, Democratic Review, Jan. 1839, we are told that "Mr. Butler 
has been, since th^ year 18i7, ap'ofesftng' and zealous member of the Presbyterian 
diurch." Why not pbt the profession into practice ? Only two years after he joined 
the church, he wrote to Jacob* Barker from the Bank — *^ I told htm [Gilchrist,] / wax 
readu to pay specie^ but commenced' paying Wiswall," &c. His letter, was written on 
Wednesday morning — ^it admits that he had but $1,400 in specie to serve all comers 
till Saturday morning, and that Wiswall had nresented $4,800, and Gilchrist $5,300 of 
the notes of the Bank for payment. Did not Mr. Butler tell an untruth here ? Gilchrist, 
he adds, did not wait. Ana why ? Because he saw that Mr.'B. had resolved not to 
pay him. In the Democratic Review Mr. Butler's biographer assures us, that " before 
he left die bank, by great exertions and care, its credit was restored, and specie pay- 
ments jesumed." Not one word of this is true — ^yet our zealous professor , though a 
knpwn contributor to the Review, remains acquiescent and silent ! " He was," sayB 
the Re^ew, **from the commencement, one of the most zealous advocates" ''of 
the temperance reform." Is the three. hours' debauch behind the bank counter, widi 
the Young. Patroon, the«calous advocate's practice? If the Presbyterian church allows 
Mr. B. longer to remain in her communion, without evidence of deep contrition, she 
is a fallen star as compared to what she was in the honest old times of Calvin, 
Knox, Rutherford and Renwick — ^but we do not desire io anticipate her course, with a 
brother who, on his oWn showing, has been guilty of the crime of obtaining mobey upon 
false pretenses." 

S]^^ing of Barkei^a conduct in the Washington and Wsmren, in 1819, Butler, 
88 hi^ counsel oa th^ ^al in 1827, when he was convicted for his frauds in 1826, 
said, *' I know tha^ the. most unparalleled exertions w^e made by him to redeem 

• his bills; juid }o iiideninify the public If he could have coined his hearts 

filpod 'into golden drachjns, not. a drop of it would have been witiUield, whilst one 

of hiy^tie^rc^^ned unpaid Since then he has laboied wilh untiring 

•^toi«i^, and PBOyiDENCE has Smiled x)n his exertions." Even as a moner- 
« |paiger,^u4 6tp^k.-jobb$r/ Butler ca^inot help presenting hif confederate to the 
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eomt as a snccessfol gambler, whose trade is ulider the espedal giddaoee of 
gC^ProYidence ! ! ! 
The youthfol and observant Pollock,^ in his ** Comae of Time/' aketchea the 

pctore of one, who at the day of judgment was sent below — 

* ' • • 

Where itUl his ftee, Urom ancient cwtoiBt wain 
« -A holf air, which says to ali that paw 
Him hy: I was a hypocrite on eartli. 

I bestow it on Mr. Polk's friend, the District Attorney at New Yoiky with xnjonctioDBy 
that, at a miiiory or elsewhere, he shall try to find the original ; 

** Be waa a man 

Who stole the ll^«ry of the eonrt of heaTen 

To serve the devil ; in virtiie's guise 

Devoured the widow*8 house and orphaali hraad ; "t 

In holy phrase tmnsaeted viiiainies 

That common sinners durst not meddle with. 

At sacred feasts he sat among the saints. 

And with his fuilty hands touched holiest thlnili ; 

And none of aln lamented mwe, w ^hed 

More deeply, or with gravef countenance, 

Or ionfer prayer, wept o'er the dying man, 

Whoae infant children, at the moment, he 
, Planned how to rob ; in sermon style he boa#k^ 

And sold and lied ; and salutations made 

la scripture terms ; -he prayed by quantityi 

And mth his repetitimu lone and loud, 

All knees were weary ; with one hand he put 

A penny in the urn of poverty, 

And with the other took a shilling out 

On charitable lists— trumpets which told 

The public ear, who had in secret done. 

The poor a benefit, and half the alms 
- Thev told of, took diemselves to keep them sounding-* 

He blazed his name, more pleased to luive it there 

Tlian in the book of life. See'st thou the man t 

A serp«»t with an angel's voice I a grave 

With flowers besttewed ! and yet few were deceived 

Bis virtues oyer-oone, his fkce -. 

Too grave^ his pnyeis too long, his charities 

Too pompously attended, and, liis speech 

Larded too frequently, and out of time 

With serious phraseologl^, were rents 

That in his garments opened in spite of him. 

Through which the well -accustomed eye could see 

The rottenness of his heart." 

• » 

In 1839, June term. District Court, Mr. Butler mov^ for judgments on Lee, 
Babcock & Co. on 26 bonds — one motion. He demanded for this, of goyernment, 
fees, $1,860. Same month, one motion for judgments against Gibson & Co. on 
44 bonds — he received $1,893. . March 1840-^ one motion, for judgment against 
Lee & Co. paid Butler fees (from -public purse), $2,514. . Feb. 27, 1841, Butler, 
for one motion against same firm, on 46 bonds, put in his pocket, .$3,338 of fees^- 
also $3,198 for one motion of a like kind in April, and $1,324, on another, made 
same day. la May another, and took $1,276 fees. On 14 motions made by him for 
jud^ents on 296 merchant^ bonds, lus costs charged to the United States; and 
paid him out of the taxes raised on sugar, woollens, cottons, coffee, &c., came to 
$23,087, not one doUar of which the dihtore ever paid hack. The Treasurer Solicitor 
at WaeJiington even writes him to multiply suits for his own emolumept,' and for 
the benefit of Betts's clerk and the marshsu,. by increasing costs, crowded the debtors 
are «)/v«n<— otherwise to make one suit serve on all the bonds due by one house. 
The unprincipled character who thus wrote was a Mr. Matthew Birchsord, who was 
permitted to resign with Butler and Hoyt, his confederates. 

* Mr. Maeauley ]^ts the following description of Chaiies I, into Milton's mouth, not thlnHng it might 
apply toleraldy weU to some of the flimily of Old Noll a|so, when tran8plaoted'to.Ameriea : 

**If he break his word jfl his people, is it a suiBcient defence that he keeps'it to ms companions 1 If ho 
oppress and extort all damhallhebe held blameless because he pmyeth at. jilght««n(r momimil If he be 
insatiable in plunder and reyenge,««hall we pass it by because in meat and ^fUnk no tk lemp^ato 1 If he 
have lived Ulce a tyrant, shall he be forgotten because be hath died like a martyr 1 '..>*' 

He was a man, as I think, who had such a semblance of virtubs as might make Ite Tioei ioost daagw- 
ous. Hf was not a tyrant after our wonled Eiulish model. The second BlcHard, tm^tbe MlOwmid firanh 
Edwardi, and the eighth Harry, were men profuse, gay, boisterous ; lovers of wraiai and of whieJgPlio oi^r 
Ward sanctity or gra^ty. Charles was a ruler alter t^ Italian ftamon ; grave, dcmurei of a aplanniuarttgq^ 
aadsoberdiet; a«oonstantatpmyema«apries^a8heedtoieofoathsaBaaatheisl.v . v <>*W% 
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Mr. Hoyt wrote him, Feb. 22, 1840, that " hitherto l%rge numbers of jarors have 
been taked from the mercantile claeees, against which course (he adds) I have remon^ 
strated.** Birchard immediately wrote the Marshal, at N. York to *< endeavor to select 
impartial, capable men, who are totally disconnected with trade, and all its influen- 
ces . . . . ' the whole nation ' knows that confidence may well be placed in the 
int^rity and ju2^;ment of honest farmers Ind mechanics:'^ 

Here we see the. Collector, behind the screen, directing the marshall, through the 

Styemment solicitor to discard whole classes of men, as jurors, in cases Vrhere 
at Collector would derive a vast income from a decision one way, but not the 
other. Was it not the interest of the old, intelligent, enterpifising merchant, of established 
character and unsullied fame, that real attempts to defraud the revenue should be put 
down ? Undoubtedly, for it came in contact with his interest as a fair trader — and yet 
Hoyt proseribed hvm from the jury box, doubtless because his knowledge and honor would 
prevent him from stooping to oppress and injure others. Hqyt would punish rogues, he 
says — ^but it is evident he dared not trust the upright dealer to judge as to who tl» 
rogues 'were. How such a document as the report before me must have excited the 
detestation and contempt of every honorable mind against Van Bur^ and his mean-souled 
cabal ! < 

"In page 265, and elisewhere, the TJ. S. Com*rs report to the President and Congress, that 
Hoyt instituted prosecutions slj^ainst some eight or ten foreign houses, chiefly English 
importers of woollens, on the pretext that goods imported by them in Swartwouf s time- 
in most cases 18 months or two years before the date of these prosecutions, and on whidi 
the government appraisers had decided, as being entered at fair rates— were undervalued. 
He harrassed them in the entries of their- fall importations of woolens for 1839 — threat- 
ened them with the testimony of wretches who, instead of being employed in the Customs 
should have beett whipl at the cartas tail — held them to heavy bail on pretended extra 
charges out of the goods they had entered and paid for years before — andtu^tually extorted 
$85,000 blood money from them, besides fees to dear Mr. Butler. . Compare John 
Van Buren speculating out of Marcy's message with Hoyt and Butler in the Custom 
House. They are still the same. The knaves' compact holds good to the last, gentlemen 
—and if this be Ijbel ye are lawyers, and make the most of it. Tke Cotwention will come, 
and, depend on it, honest men and true will be rip^ for resurrection by the month of June, 
1846. To suppose that knavery like yours couM hold out much longer would be to doubt 
the Justice of Him who planted in the mind of man feelings of love and kindness, one to 
another. To return to my narrative ; 

Of this ^85,000 compromise, the chairman of the U. S. Com'rs ,says in his report: 
*' The motives of ihe collector were mercenary and corrupt in the inception of these pro- 
ceedings, and animated all his acts, to the final consummation of the official robbery which 
he perpetrated on his victims in open day, and with the approbation of the government at 
Washington, to which he ought to have been held responsible for conduct *so dii^raceful to 
the national character.'* Butler says, in a letter, that Hoyt ** collected their various entries 
and invoices**— Hoyt, in the cases of Taylor, Shaw, &c., declares, "we had not posses- 
sion of the original or other invoices.** We compromised, says Hoyt, «* because we had 
no evidence on which to convict the defendants,, — he even *< boasts of having overreached 
and entrapped them by prilending to know more than he really did, and to Uive evidence 
which he had not." ' 

Hoyt*s whole course shows a disposition to; quarrel with and ill-treat England, with 
a view probably to a war. Heaven protect our country from war any where — and, worst 
of all, a war where plausible peculators, financiers, land jobbers, and pretended reformers, 
with mantles of piety, would guide the helm of state, and share the prey of the 
innooent ! 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


Uoyt, Beers, and, ths N, A. Tru^ and Baiiking Co. lU commencement, A grand 

' borrowings stoek-jMing, specylating machine,'on free4rade [.' .'] principles. :• Prepares 

bonds for $i 1 ,000,000. Ways and means. Becomes insdvent-^cals in cGtton-^Metarns 

B. F.' Butler, Chancery reforms. Jesse Mfryt bolsters the Basnk, and specidai^ in a 

Uockt which begins at $95 andfaUs to $3. ^ 
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<■ The North American Trust and Banking Company^ is known alio aa BceraPa banl&» 
Mr. Joseph* D. Beers the <* finaneiei** haying been its president, until the cunning speca- 
latons who had got it up had pillaged this ccyintry, and even. Europe, to the utmost extent 
of their ingenuity. When hopelessly, and I think, fraudulently insolvent, it passed into 
the hands of Mr. David Leavitt as Receiver, loaded with secret trusts made to its own 
officers and their associates. Mr. L. is the gpntleman "whose testimony hore so bard on 
certain sharpers and shaveis of Wall street, who were convicted in the stock-jobbing trials 
of 1826-7 ; and his first report, after two years* observation, possesses evident traces of his 
ancient intrepidity. 

Mr. Leavitt found in specie, a broken silver dollar, and no more, also iPresident Beers's 
note for $26f636» and other obligations, a water barrel, a map of Auburn (did some of the 
managers contemplate its ample stale prison ?),, some coal, &c. ^ 

This bankings company was organized, July 14, 1838, under a modification of Ae free 
trade law which Flagg, Hoyt, Phelps, &c., bad'claraored for, when no more money could 
be made by the Safety Fund speculations. On June 13th a preparatory meeting"was held, 
consisting of Goold and Charles Hoyt, Geo. D. Strong, J. L. Graham, J. B. Murray, Thos. 
W. Oicott, Sarol. Wilkeson of Bu&lo, N. Weed, and three or four others. The chief 
'* performer," Beers, did not appear that day. On the 13th of July, Messrs. Beers, C. Hoyt, 
H. Yates, J. B. Murray, and many persons of character, property, and influence, were 
named as directors-— on the 18th, twenty«two of them met — ^Beers was appointed their 
president, the intrepid Myndert Van Schaick (who would not sit in Senate with Bishop), 
vice-president, John Lorimer Grahani(late post-master, N.Y.), their man of law, and Walter 
Mead and D. E. Tyler, cashiers. Then only were subscriptions for stock op^ed, and be- 
tween three and four millions issued, of which the (apparently self-elected) directors kept 
more than a third to themselves, as this, with a few votes, from others, would retain 
for them the direction while it might be desirable. Mr. Van Schaick retired two 
months after, well pleased ; and it was eood policy to obtain, as they did, his written 
approbation. He declared his beliel wat their investments of capital were wisely 
maide. 

Mr. Graham, in his Historical review, tells us that the bank bought a million of 
Arkansas stock, of which A. C. Flagg had a favorable opinion, and w^ ready to receive 
it at part as good security for circulating notes. Mr. Van Buren, too, liked this Arkansas 
stock, and sent the gold for the $500,000 education legacy that way, through men 
"Who had probably dealt in pitch previously, aild forgotten to wash their hands. Apart 
from politics, what was there in Arkansas stock to justify this opinion, held by Beers, 
Van Buren, Woodbury, C. Hojrt, and Flagg? Another question — are we justified* in be- 
l^eWng that such was really their opinion ? $1 ,200,000 were also vested in Indiana state 
stock. Did oft repeated accounts of the folly .predominant in Indiana and Illinois finance 
^d legislation, and in their canal making, routes and management, induce purchase the 
second— or was there a wheel within a wheel — knovnng ones wanted Arkansas and In- 
diana stock out of their hands, and aided in contriving this contrivance for the purpose? 
A simple man would think they could have found more judicious specje investments, but 
perhaps part of their capital was in reality, paid in such' obligations. Mr. Leavitt shows 
^ that neither of those causes had had much efifect in throwing these stocks into the hands 



says, wiin tneir own printea promises to pay, 
They next, in '38, '39, and '40, issued negotiable certihcates of deposite, to the amount of. 
Bttillions, purporting on their face to be issued by the bank, and many of them payable in 
^ndon. Of these, a great part were made payable to Hallett (clerk of the Supenor Court), 

^,* The stock- brokers hare evinced a keen appetite for the control of *Tni8t Companies.' Vr. R. H 
Nevins, Broker, Wall Street, writes to Mr. Jesse Hoyt^ at Altiany, dated New York, 14th Jan'y, 1831, as 
loUows; 

**I>ear Hoyt— I must trouble yon to let me ktaow, whether our Banks, now being willing to take renewals 
of their Charters oa the terms ofibred to tb'tom last winter, will all be able to get them 1 It was predicted 
by Bome persons that som^f tliem might not have another chance. 

And aM to a new Tras Ao.— do you think that an application firom a very respectable lis| of petitionen 
^il iQcoeed in getting a Charter similar to the one granted at the last session ? 

' shall be much obliged for your opinion on the above, or on any other subjects that may have to do wifli 

^^^ street. I am wUlina to ran the risk of your opinions. I hold eoniiiderable I^ and 

TnutCot Stock, which will rise or foil probably when the question is settled about other charters. 

Yours very sincerely, B. H. NEVIN8,'» 
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Gfaham, (ihdr attorney,) TVmaM (now Mayor of Brabklyn). and other officers of their 
association. Thi^. Qold What tney could everywhclref, tb raise the wind— and this base, 
pawnbroking coq£ehi they had the assuranc^tot^ vtbank and an American trust, with 
paid upcapit^fl ^ers, their guide. Was the person of whom Bennett in his Herald once 
put out a wji^ about his retiring; in Sept. '35, with a fortune of a million of dollars, the 
proceeds of his industry, and so forth. ' * - 

In tiie winter, of IB39-40, this patent Mnowih'ij^ machine, with a capital to lend, 
found its promises coining in for payment, its. bought stocks declining m value, and 
its cash reiy low indeed ; and among other schetnes. to keep afloat it sought the aid ol 
Martin^Van Buren, through* his commercialjerand VizieV, Jesse Hoyt. At the same time, 
000 bonds FOR ELEVEN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, in promises to pcty to WaPter 
"Mead, the cashier, FIVE YEARS AFTER Febniar^, 1840, were signed by Beers, as 
president, and while yet* in the company^ls hands, tionds and mortes«es were executed 
nrom the eoa^uiny to uraham and others its associates, as a pretended security for pay* 
ment— and a million trust deed was filled up^'tiie third party being Mr. Horsley Pahner of 
the Bank of England, and others in Europe. Many more capers were cut with public 
credulity, but I hare not .room to notice them. Scmie of their bonds they paid to their 
creditors as cash — they handed them to others as " a collateral security^ — ^for instance, to 
T. £. Davis who had LENT them his note for $79,000. To CoL James B. Murray,^ 
a character much mijced up with American stock-jobbing, and a regular signer of 
Swartwouf s Custom House recommendations, they gave $30,000 to try to dispose 
of in Europe, for his own account, he having been their great gun ihere! In 
the course of 1840, Tahnage, the Brooklyn Mayor, succeeded Beets as president^ and 
he also signed lots of trumpery due-biiJs, Which they called post notOB, oerti&ates, 
bonds, &c. 

In May, 1840, a State law w^s passed, forbidding such associations as this from issuing 
any of their bills or notes unless payable on deinand, and without interest This was 
wisely intended to protect the public from such wholesome knavery as I have adverted to. 
In their statem^ts for the public eye, as required by statute, they nad concealed much of 
their trust conveying, due^biU puffing machinery — and found no aifficulty, it seems, to per- 
suade learned lawyers, « for a connderation," to be of, and declare their, opinioi^, that the 
0^tute forbidding their post-note trade did not intend to forbid it lat'all, just as leam«i 
lawyers were found many year^ ago, of opinion, that although the U. S. Constitution ex- 

Sressiy forbids the States to. issue promissory notes, as cash, or tamper with the cunency, it 
id not mean to do that, by any means, 
t When Mr. Leavitt was appointed Receiver, he fqund Mr. Graham and otbens 
managing this insolvent Institution as trustees. The very men through whose man- 
agement the bank was broken down, yet stood by the wreck they had caused, and 
retained control of its whole property ! r Who ever heard of a reckless pilot and 
engineer landing a North River boat high and dry on tiie rocks, and afterwards 
retaining their control, in spite* of all concerned, *< by previous le^ agreement.'^ 
It appeared that $9,000 a year were charged for attending to two of the ei^ht trusts. The 
Company had done a little, and but little, as bankers — as stock-jobbers a great 
deal. They were very needy or very greedy, for they kept borrowing, at ruinous 
rates, almost continually. Beers, and leecnes like hkn. Sucked the very life's blood of the 
institution. ^ * 

Postmaster Graham and his two law firms charged and got about $44,000 for trouble, 
besides fees, said to amount to as much more. 

• The Company bought cotton for' $640,000 here, and sold it at $90*000 loss in 
England, and also sold their promises to pay for what they would fetch anywhere. 
Of course, they must have expected to fall. Mr. B. F. Butler appears to have 
been the senior counsel of " thos trustees." None more fit. When they got in 

^ Chancery Butler wcnld feel quite at home ; and if he did not keep Leavitt some 

w ' — . ■* . 

* Col. Jkmes B^ ifturay mav have been tonscientioiisly opposed, tb Mr. Madison's measures in 181S. Many 
there 'jyere jnrbo held STApofodli to be as regardless of nential rights as George 3d| My fkah to him is that 
be was a spedalator, a da^gercms character because a ftuthionable, polite stock-jobber. He was in service 
In VS\.% w&s made a Uentenaat-colonel by Tompkins in 1814, with a very complimentary letter, and 
topointBd in 1815 to fhe command of the Governor's Gnard. I believe he has been an alderman of New 
York. He was «ent to Albany, with Jeromns Johnson, '^Josper |l. Wetmore, John L. Graham, StepiL 
Allra, Gid. Leot and^otfaers, on belialf of ' the party' In New Tork, to persuade Matey and the Lef^latare 
in 1837 to sauptionihe bankruptcy of the banics, deposltes and sil—tmd shiewdly selected as the teent to 
vepieseilt in Earg|prthe wishes of Beers' vast stoek-Jobblngtfnachine. 
• « ■• ^ ■ ' * ■ 
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time at bay there, and delay a decision in due form oflavf, I mistake the man. Graham» 
in his statement, assures the public that Messrs. sutler, &c., after a full inrestigatton, 
** hare a perfect conviction ** that the company acted in good faith throughout. So 
have I — on the Washington and Warren ^ank principle. The Receiver consulted 
Judge Sutherland, Samuel Stevens, H. Denio, &c., who agree in sentiment th^ the 
trusts are^airyoid and unlawful. Sutherland's opinion is a very able, clear and con- 
vincing document. In January, 1841, there were about 500 shareholders in America, and 
large daims in Europe. Did they ever pretend to divide profits ? A Committee, in No- 
vember, 1840, showed that Beers, while president, had. played the stock-jobber on a lam 
scale, and contrived to have his own account *< very complicated " — ^but they hoped to hold 
their own with him — a hard case, truly. No doubt, however, but pious Mr. But}er will 
make all straight. Why is not his opinion paraded in print, like the others } Again— 
i)oea he really believe that assignments made by an insolvent hank, like this, to secure 
future advances, are lawful ? 

Thomas G. Talmage was one of its first directors, and a member of its first com- 
inittee of finance. As its last president, he followed the hearse when consumption had 
left of its remains little more than a broken dollar and water barrel. In his appeal to 
the public, he owns that he entered the concern as a means of carrying on oi]ganized 
stock-jobbing, money borrowing, post note issuing — a la- Beers. His statement in the 
newspapers is by far the most favorable I have yet seen — and if he is correct, the 
stockholders will yet recover much of their capital It would be well if thQ Legislature 
this winter would appoint a capable and faithful committee to look into the operation of 
the court of chancery, take the evidence of scientific and practical men, V^ia print the 
whole for distribution before the Convention meet. There is surely much that is inju- 
rious in following usages (as Blackstone says) derived " fiom the imperial and pontifical 
formularies introduced by their clerical chancellors,'* tl our ** natives*' would 
turn their batteries asainst the foreign laws adopted en masse from worn out mon- 
archies, future ages might have cause to honor and bless their memories. Why did Mr« 
Butler and his revising friends in the legislature, ever consent that a free democracy 
should thus define the powers of our Chancery Court, in the f^tatute — ** "^^^J ^^^ ^o- 
extensiye with the powers and jurisdictions of the Court of Chancery in Englandft" 
except, &c. 

Mr. Jesse Hoyt lent this company, at one tone or another, at least a million of dollars, 
of the Custom House funds', in gold and silver, at a time when government had to issue 
its notes of hand, bearing interest, to the public creditors, and when he was afiirming 
that he had no public funds on hand ! These facts were noticed in the journals of the 
day, and in letters of complaint to Washington — and as Mr. Van Buren and his cabinet 
remained silent, it may be inferred that Mr. Hoyt acted by direct or implied orders. For 
the money so lent, the public received no interest — ^but the directors gave their bond to 
Hoyt for repayment, with some Indiana stock as additional security. As he was a 
regular stock-jobber, it is presumed that M*Jimsey (his brother-in-law and one of * his 
sureties), and other brokers, bought and sold the stock of this bank for himt acconling as 
his loans to it or drafte from it affected the value of the shares. What other compensa- 
tion he got is as yet a secret. M*Jimsey refused to testify. Cash commanded, in those 
times, in Wall Street, a heavy bonus on loans. Hoyt knew that he retained hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, according to Poindexter, of which no returns were made to the 
Treasury — and by the interest may have cleared $60,000 a year, instead of $40,000. 
His pecuniary situation may be now artfully veiled. Perhaps he will be next heard of 
through the Morris Canal Co. Oct 10th, 1839, N. A. T. snares were sold at 52 — ^two 
days after at 45, and the bank was then due Hoyt $175,000. On the 20th July shares 
haid been up at 79 — ^in December they were down at 35. In April, 1840, Hoyt was a 
creditor for $250,000, and the stock had risen to 56 — ^in August he had withdrawn all 
bu $13,000, and shares sold for but 26. In November, 1841 (I quote jthe Evening 
Post), the shares of the N. A. Trust Co. would feteh bat i^, which, within thiee yean» 
had commanded $95. •» ' 
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tSO IMPORTEBS I>IFFICULTI«S^*-APPRAISEB8. 


^ CHAPTER XXXVn. 

.'« 

9ifficidtie8 which surround the upright merchant in New Yorh Tariffs-^Congresi 
Laws — Enormms Law Costs—Protests — Appraisers^-'Politics^-Accammodations — Men 
of Straw-^Our Curreney^JJie Custom Uause — Employment of mean, jobbing Poli' 
ticians—Abuse — Smuggling and evasions of Revenue Laws^Surveyorh Public Locks^^ 
Draubiacks — Foreign Spices exported — Conclusion, ^ 

An American merchant, perhaps more especially an importer at New York, who deals 
in dutidUfi articles, is more to be pitied than envied. An honest, fair and manlf counse of 
dealing is assuredly not his passport to independence, or a competence, even with real 
capital, undoubted credit, and great experience. 1 will explain why this is so. 

Firsts The tarifis or rates of taxation on importations are exceedingly changeable, and 
that, too, sometimes rery suddoily. 

Second, The laws of Con^ss imposing duties are often dillerently construed in dif- 
ferent Custom Houses. For instance, a Boston merchant may have imported heavily, 
and been char8;ed 25 per cent — the same article brought by a New York trader may have 
paid 50, Sou chaiees may have been returned to the indolent jpolitical financiers at Wash- 
ington, and approved of. When the New Yorker finds himself undersold at Boston, he 
inquires, ascertains the cause, complains at New York and Washington — but if he did 
not enter a psotest at the time of payment here, he loses the di^rence. And how could 
he loiow that thepe would be two rates i Onlv a few weeks since. Collector Lawrence 
issued a notice ihat ho dilties would be refunded unless the importer had formally 
protested when he paid his money, stating his reasons. In such a case as I have in- 
stanced, how could ne state what he did not know ? Apd why should the juslification 
of an error be peiisisted in, to his injury, and his right refused him, on a dishonest, 
legal quibble .' 

Ihird, But it may be said — Go to law with the United States. Even Jesse Hoyt 
admits, that if the Collector seize goods valued at $400, or less, no matter how unjust the 
seizure may be, it were better for the merchant to submit than su^r under the enormous 
law costs and delays of the United States' Courts^ 

Fourth. A number of merchants import each of them the same kind of goods. 
The Collect(Mr says the duty Is so much per cent Some demur and protest — others pay 
quietly. One of them tries the ease at law, and the Collector is found to be wrong. 
Those who protested may get back the duty overcharged — ^those who did not, are, by 
Bu^r and Lawrence's rule, shut out. What could be more iniquitous than such a rule ? 
In this and the second statement of my series, I am not offering hypothetical cases. Se- 
cretaries of the Treasurv and Comptrollers, and their subs, pop in and out of oflSce, and 
Collectors and Comptrollers here, are up and down, like Jack m a box Every new man 
has a new way with him. 

Fifth, A set of appraisers are selected by the President; and if the United States^ 
Senate find them competent, on evidence to*them satisfactory, they go into ofiice, with a 
little sffmy of clerks and assistants of all sorts. It is their duty to say whether the in* 
vdce and the goods correspond — ^whether the importer has rated them too low or too high 
— and to fix the value. To aid them in any case that may require it, the most respectable 
referees may be selected, and every possible means taken to arrive at a fair valuation. 
What more can an importer do than pay the rates deemed fair by umpires selected by the 
highest power in the Union, the treaQr making power ? Yet it is a truth — ^Who does not 
feel the deep disgrace of the avowal ? Most true it is, that after all this has been done, 
immense quantities of goods have been seized in the warehouses of the merchants here, 
and eVen followed to Philadelphia — ^the paicties stopped from effec^n^ sales — ^their credit 
broken — ^themselves involved in law — and adl this to extort from their necessities or their 
fears more money in taxes than the umpire of the taxing power dedared to be just The 
very power that declares to you in a circular that no monies pEud in duties shall ever be 
refunded, no matter how wrongfully paid, unless you pGotest against the wrong when 
paying-HBelects its umpire, makes no protest, gives a receipt for the du^ you have paid 
— ana six months after, sends the thief-takers and its deputies to pull down your goods 
• off the shelves, on the pretext that you have fcnfeited all, by not paying more than 
govemmeht asked! ^ ' 


# ' 


MERCANTILE DIFFICULTIES IN NEW YORK. 


151 


Sixth, John Manly b^ns business in Fine street, with a soitaUe capitaf and ddnca* 
ton — ^but is no trading politician Solomon Sneak commences in same Ikie iight opposite, 
with ill-deserved credit and no capital at all — ^but he is ** a regular democrat of our 
BtEunp," goes with " the party \ at all meetines, electioneers for them now and then, pos- 
Besses a secret or two worth having, and is their busy-body, or one of that class. 
Prosper Piety* is in the sadte position as Solomon* except (hat he and his part- 
ner are worth lees than nothing, and clothed in religion as with a mantle. Will not the 
two latter be able to speculate, borrow, indorse, bargain, buy, sell, enter fpods low, and 
actually take the bread out of JVlanl/s mouth» through enormous discounts, loans 
on fancy stocks, easily entered invoices, a delusive appearance, and a false credit ? la it 
not an every day occurrence ? Think of the deposites as they were used in the Man* 
hattan and other Banks. Were aot the monies raised for duties from many mer- 
chants and handed over to a favorite few < of our politics' to speculate with, some of these 
few men of as little credit or character as Jesse Hoyt when he had the Custom House 
thrown to him as a dog gets a bone to pick ; clerks, merchants and all I Can commerce 
thrive thus served ? 

Seventh. What can be more ruinous to the fair-dealing merchant than a currency such 
as ours, varying hourly and everywhere — vacillating between United States Bank notes 
redeemable in specie and safety fund N. York notes, of all kinks and qualities, payable* 
imless you want the money, in cash ; but in case of a run, the legisiature instantly l^al- 
izes no payment at all, leaving you at liberty to buy their specie of their broker ^rUh their 
own notes ; or, in other cases, to wait till their hundreds of thousands of dollars of country 
over-issues shall be redeemed, years hence it may be, by A. C. Flagg our sagacious 
comptroller. 

That any fifty or sixty capitalists who, by buying up more than half the stock of a new 

* * ' * of U. 



means 
pay ' snould be a " 

legal tender to every civil or military person employed by the tl. S. in payment of salaries, 
and at every custom house and post-office for revenue — ^tbat these fifty or sixty 
persons should elect the Iraink directors, make the money and issue the money — ^lend to 
^hom they will or refuse at pleasure — be lenient to other banks, or, at pleasure, harrass 
them to pay up the last dollar — and, should the states severally agree, create 10 or 
100 associate banks, to be called branches — ^half of these 50 or 60 men, perhaps, 
the agents of strangers — that such a bank as this should be again' set up, and its 
managers made the * regulators ' of the credit and currency or the country, would be no 
final settlement of the question. Republicans would oppose it on principle — office-seekers 
Would make * repeal' their war cry, and the cause of the evils which make justice a reproach, 
be untouched. 

Eighth, The merchant has to do — not with regular business men of high character, but 
with violent partisans,! rowdies, reprobates, political hacks paid with places, bankrupts, 
ignorance in one, low cunning in another, treachery in"* a third. Hoyt, Swartwout, Pnce, 
and Butler speak for themselves — but Hojrt publishes Deputy Collector Lyon as corrupt 
and unworthy — ^he declares the appraisers of his time to be utterly ienorant-^he sends 
Deputy Collector James Campbell to convict merchants, after this Cam^ll had acknow- 
ledged on oath his own infamy as being bribed and perjured— Joseph R. Bleecker is con- 
verted from a cashier and deputy collector into an informer for hjre, receiving ptesents from 
Ives, or rather taking credit with an understanding, &c. Entry Clerk and others, take pay 
from the State on the one hand, and illegal fees from the importer on the other, knowing 
them to be illegal. 

* Eren Englishmen felt the weight of Hoyt's official power, in England. A Mr. Priestley consigned, 
from Liverpool, goods, value $36,000, to J. W. CorUes. Two years after (1841) they were in custody— no 
trial had been obtained. Priesttey was broken up in conseqaence, and had to assign his estate to trustees. 
It is a terrible system that permits foreign goods, correctly invoiced as to quantity, to be seized on a pre- 
text that they are invoiced too low— and that too with umpires chosen by tibe U. 8. whimi the importer is 
willing to abide by if government wish it. 

t For the average character of Custom House Clerks and Officers, ioe Reports of U. B. Com*rs to Preslr 
dent, 1841- 9, Doe. S12— and Jesse Hoyt's Letters— also the Jlfoni«ii^ Jfews, If. T., by 0*SnIlivan, 1st 6 
months of 1846, and the N. Y. Evening Post ^[efHeraUy. The last named print, June 30, 1846, say»— 
*' The Custom Rouse here has for some yeani past been an Intolerable engine of oppression, a mischievous 
organ of petty tyranny, a corrupting Moree of iniqoity." Yet this dishonest, plausible paper landed aail 
upheld Jesse Hoyt ! 
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Ninth. ItQS often asserted, and I believe it, on all the information and experience of 
thirty years' acquaintance with commerce, that, taking the whole State of New York, an 
immense proportion of th^ dutiable articles pay no duty at all. Among the hosts of officers 
of one sort or other, how fe\y are selected for their intelligence and integrity ! — some such 
there are— just and honorable men — but the majority are. street politicians— and Mr. 
Lawrence, as I have described him, is their appropriate chief. Are such the men 
to prevent emuggling-^to. protect* on our frontiers, and in such a port as this, the fair 
trader? , 

Tenths There are a gteat number ot cellars, stores, and other places,- for keeping bonded 
goods— articles for exportation, or that may be required for domestic use. With the keys 
m the hands of stieet politicians, bar room orators, spring and fail electioneerers, stock- 
jobbers, and speculators — may not genuine liquors be stored, the spirit exchanged, and a 
pretended foreign article exported ? . The system in use, as I have seen it, would tempt even 
brandy ^nd gin dealers to collusion. Some time since the United States exported in seven 
years, sybject to drawback (that is, a return of the duties), a far larger quantity of foreign 
spices than had been imported and paid duty. I say nothing of home consumption. Here 
was the miracle of the loaves and hshes, in a new form— but were there no wooden nut- 
ates ? What room is there for fair trade under such a system ! 

illeventht and lastly. l*he merchant is not only puzzled by contradictory reports of cot- 
ton crops in Greorgia and grain crops in England, and of new tariffs at Washington, Lon- 
don, Paris, and E^ntzic, but he has to study politics as a science in order that ne may be 
enabled to form an estimate of the value of the blasts of approaching war which blov 
continually in, his ears from some quarter or other. War for Texas, for Mexico, for Canada, 
for Oregon, for part of Maine, for honor, for gain, for glory, for slavery or for freedom, or 
some cause, or other, is an unceasing cry — and beyond the pretext it affords for upholding a 
vast naval and military force, with its contracts and corrupt patronage, many know not 
what to make of it. Perfect and of thirty years' continuance as peace now is, two-thirds 
of the national expenditure i]l upon warhke objects, and over 20,000 persons are in con- 
tinual public pajr as fighting men, or connected with war. The national vrar tax alone 
is nearly three millions of dollars for the State of New York, besides a loss of the services 
of thousands of valuable artizans and farmers, in 1839 there were 107 naval captains and 
commanders, and in 1841 an increase of 57, all on pay. Lt. Maury says that the Ohio, 
ship of the line, cost under $300,000, and that nearly $600,000 were charged in 1839, 
merely for repairing her. The checks of vetoes, departments, boards, and inquiring com- 
mittees are found to be no checks at all, unless the people who buy goods and pay taxes to 
the Hoyts and Swartwouts of the day can be waked up a little. Few men have more 
steadily opposed extravagant expenditures than the writer, and even natives are willing to 
permit adopted citizens to write against abuses, so that they avoid mentioning the N. Y. 
corporation expenditure of 1843-4. What the country wants is peace, a free convention, 
ana a people alive to reform and improvement. I have changed my min^ both as to men 
and measures, in some df'gree, of late years, and must admit that there is troth in Lord 
Brougham's remark, that * a rigid devotion to party forms one of the most sacred aristo- 
cratic mysteries,' and that politicians, when in powerj ou^ht never to forget the 
prayer (Matthew VI and 13), * Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil.* V 


There are, no doiibt, many remarkable incidents .in the lives of Messrs. Hoyt and Butler, 
which the compiler of this work has not had leisure properly to notice, nc»r even advert to 
-—but in a second edition, or through some other suitable channel of communication with 
the public, it is his intention to submit copies of several interesting docUhotents (before the 
sitting of the Convention, should it be determined on), when he deems it aidvisable/or the 
present to withhold. His chief object, thus far, was to show the necessity which exists lor 
checking the career of a faction ol dissemblers who aie unfriendly to the vital principle of 
elective iojititntofl. 
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